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PREFACE OF THE EDITOR. 



The work, which is here presented to the pubUc* 
was entrusted to me for that purpose by a gen- 
tlepian resident in South Africa, and well qualified 
by the opportunities of observation which he has 
enjoyed, during a long abode at the' Cape, to 
describe minutely and correctly its actual state ; 
its public ; establishments; its commercial rela- 
tions ; and the condition of its inhabitants. In 
undertaking and performing the task of Editor, 
I have hoped to render to the public a service 
not altogether unacceptable ; considering the in- 
terest which may attach to an authentic account 
of a colony, important for its position midway 
between Great Britain and the British Indian 
Empire, and the colonies in Australasia; impor- 
tant too, for its extent and presumed capacity of 
improvement ; and the consequent selection of it 
for an experiment of direct encouragement to 
colonization. 

b 



PR£FAC£« 

In more than one yisit to the Cape of Good 
Hope, I have had occasion to see so much of 
the colony, as enables me to testify the author's 
accuracy as to facts ; and the invariable truth of 
his premises ; though the conclusions from them 
are not always precisely what I might be dis- 
posed to deduce from the same grounds. In a 
few instances, therefore, I have inserted brief 
Notes at the foot of the page; and subjoin 
a few Annotations on topics of interest, upon 
'<rhich I am desirous of delivering iny own senti- 
ments at greater length* It is hardly necessary 
to add, that I am not to he understood as impli- 
tjitly adopting every sentiment in the text, from 
"which r have not expressly dissented ; and that 
I answer to the public for the authenticity mily 
of the work, which I now present to its notice. 

H. T. COLEBBOOKE. 



Dec. 1822. 



ADVERTISEMENT 

TO 

THE READER. 



In offering " The State of the Cape of Good 
Hope" to the public eye, the writer claims the 
indulgence usually granted to those, who, with- 
out pretension to extraordinary purity and cor- 
rectness of style, endeavour to give a plain nar- 
rative of whatever may have attracted general 
attention. That the Cape of Good Hope has 
excited a considerable degree of interest in the 
British Nation, cannot be denied; and it may, 
therefore, be hoped, without presumption, that 
the attempt of an individual, to lay before his 
readers, an accurate account of the establish- 
ments, and state of that Colony, will be receive4 
with favour. 

To those, who have assisted the writer, by 
giving him the information which he has required 
on various points, he begs leave to present hia 
most sincere and grateful acknowledgments. 

A CIVIL SERVANT OF THE COLONY. 
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STATE 

OF ♦the 

CAPE OF GOOD HOPfi. 

CHAPTER I. 

Xn the year 1 79^i the Cape of Good Hope was captured 
by the British arms> under Sir James Craig ; and in May^ 
1 797> Lord Macartney arrived there, to take charge of the 
government, accompanied by Mr. Barrow, his secretary* 

In 1802, the Cape was restored to the Dutch by the 
peace of Amiens; and again taken in 1806 by Sir David 
Baird. 

Subsequent to this surrender, but in the same year, 
Mr. Barrow published the second edition of Travels into 
the Interior of Southern Africa, undertaken by him in July> 
1797, in order to collect information for Xiord Macartney, 
lately arrived to take upon him the government. 

These Travels, originally published in 1803, being the 
first detailed English account of the colony of the Cape, 
after its capture in 1 795, excited a considerable degree of 
interest ; and the public expectation was not disappointed 
by a work, comprehending every thing which came under 
Mr. Barrow's personal observation during his tour, together 
with what he drew from those authentic sources and public 
documents to which, it is presumed, being secretary to Lord 
Macartney, he had that unlimited access, which the jealousy 
of office too fre^u^itly denies to other persons^ 

Whatever variations may occur in human afiairs, the pro^ 
perties of a mineral, the form of a flower, and the shape of 
an animal, remain unchanged, whether described by Linuieus 
and Buffon, or by any modern author* A mountain retains 
its height and figure, and a river its course, unless the one 
be shaken, or the other diverted by some extraordinary con- 
vulsion of nature, of which none have taken place within 
memory of man in this part of the globe. Those portions. 
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therefore^ of Mr. Barrow's book, which relate to the works 
of God, and not to the institutions of man, if originally 
described with precision, remain unaltered ; and to restate 
them in other words, would probably be to describe indiffe- 
rently, that which has been already brought with so much 
ability before the public. 

If there be any thing in the mineral, vegetable or animal 
kingdomft of South Africa, omitted or unexplahied'by Mr. 
Barrow, or by subsequent writers, the public may hope to 
find it supplied in the expected work of the French natu* 
ralist M. Lalande. That gentleman, during the years 1819 
and 1820, formed a collection of the natural curiosities of 
South Africa for the French government, by whom he was 
to be liberally remunerated for the scientific manner in 
which he performed his duty, and by whom also he wa^ 
provided with fnnds necessary to enable him to makie such 
Aidefaftigable researches. Under this powerftil encourage- 
ment, M. Lalande sent home the most enlarged and splen- 
did c<^1ection that ever left Sooth Africa, in which are to 
be classed 1500 hitherto nndescribed msects. 

It is due to M. Lalande to bear testimony to his readi- 
ness in communicating information, and in gratifying the 
cirriosky of the Cape inhabitants, by a free admission to 
his magnificent museum. 

• After a full acknowledgment of the merit, even at the 
present moment, of Mr. Barrow's travels and those 6f 
others, h is to be remembered, that the lapse of years pro- 
duces change, if not always improvement, in the affairs of 
t colony. The wants of a rfifiH are increased as he advances 
towards manhood ; and the gradual progress of the Cape, 
since 1806, has rendered many alterations necessary and 
unavoidable. Original establishments have been enlarged 
ombandoned, and new ones formed, better suited to the 
circumstancei? of the day. 

In addition to the ordinary changes, naturally 'flowing 
down the stream of time, events have taken place impor- 
tant in the history of the worW, some of which bear with 
d^sive influence on the prosperity of the Cape. 

The first important event, after the capitulation in 1806, 
was the abolition of the slave*trdde. Driring the occupandy 
of the Cape by the Etiglish, frota 1795 to 180SI, some tar- 
ffoes rf slaves ^rfere imported, although the traffic was theh 
b'eginfiing ti> he odioiw. Slaves vi^re also landed in 1807, 
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9iie year after the second capture^ nnd one )iear previous to 
the abolition; which, taking place in IBM, ma^ he 09«- 
sidered as having at the time some immediate infliieiice $ 
and which must^, before this periods hav^ had a perceptible 
operation on domestic life, as well as on the hatnts, majaaera 
and morals of the inhabitants. 

The next event in the order of time, is the passing of the 
acts of parliament of the 21st July and the 13th X>ecember4i 
1813^ which opened a trade from the Cape to ibe East 
Indies^ and included it within the limits of the charter of 
the East India Company, yet preserving the relative situation 
with Europe as to general commerce. 

The third and nding event, without which both the prior 
and subsequent ones (whether beneficial or not) would 
have become a dead letter, was the convention of the IStb 
Augu&t, 1814, done between the King of Great Britain axvt 
the Kins of the Netherlands. By that treaty the Cape of 
Good Hope, and its territories, were ceded in perpetuity to 
the British crown> and admitted to share in the importance 
of the mother^countiy, and in th^ benefits of her connn^t- 
aal power. 

A fourth event was the captivity and the detention of 
IJ^apoleon Buonaparte, at the island of St. Helena, in 1815. 

The immediate and continued necessity of supplyii^ tba^t 
island with flour, cattle, wine, and other articles for the us^ 
of the navy, the army, and of the captive, with his train of 
followers, operated with immense j^wer on the Cape^ and 
has been the hot-bed of its productions.^ forcing, by a cpn- 
tiniied demand, the utmost powers of its agriculture^ in 
order to produce corn (wheat, barley and oats) for Sai^t 
Helena, as well as for its own mcreasiqg population. 

The recent death of Kapoleon caused a considerable 
revulsion, of which the effects would, in case of abundanit 
harvests, bavi^ been mpre fatal to the agriculture qf the 
colony, had not a larg/e full-grown population dropt sud*^ 
denly upon the C^^pe some months previous tp Buonaparte'^ 
death, prepared toT^place, by increased home- consumption 
of its produce, the loss of the market of Saint Helena* 
In Apnl, 18^, and in the following months of tba,t year, 
more than four thousand British subjects arrived at th^ Cape 
of Good Hope, having abai^doned the land of freedom iu 
search of such independency .aad abundance of foi^d, as the^r 
considered to be out of their ceach in 'Qr^t Qfitaii)* byit 

B Q 
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^hifch they 'confidently, but eironeoosly, expected, to firfdf 
at the Cape, without much labour. • 

The last measures, which appear to afifect the Cape iir 
ally degree, are an order of council of the 12th July, 1820> 
which permits foreign friendly nations to import into the 
colony their manufactures, or produce, except iron, cbtton; 
steel and woollens, on equal duties with England; and to 
export Cape produce and any manufactures . or articles 
landed theye; and an act of parliament of the 2d July, I821,r 
legalizing the Indian- as well as other trade, from the Capd 
tor any port or place belonging to princes, states and coun-^ 
tries in amity with his Majesty, ,A most important con*- 
cession, opening the Cape trade in colonial or British vessels 
for India goods, direct to the dominions* in Europe, Ame* 
rica, the West Indies and the Mediterranean, belonging to 
foreign potentates : a trade, which, till this day, (except in 
the case of Malta and Gibraltar,) has been jealously mono* 
polized by Great Britain. 

Without pausing here, to consider the degree in which 
each of these ruling events may have accelerated or retarded 
the progress and wealth of the colony, it will remain chiefly 
with the reader to estimate their sieparafe and combined 
influence, and to draw his own conclusions from the state- 
ments here, offered to his notice, assisted by other writings 
cm the same subject. 

• Few persons are unacquainted with the various publican 
tions which have appeared of late, particularly since the 
adoption of the plan for sending settlers to the colony. 
But as these have been chiefly written for a popular, tent- 
-porary purpose, without adding any material information t6 
that which is contained in Barrpw and others, they do not 
seem to interfere with the object of this work J which is, to 
offer to the reader a ^hort but general account of some of 
the ptincipal establishments of the Cape, as they now stand 
in July, 1822, together \rith those remaii^s which have oc 
curred to the writer on a general consideration of the state 
of the colonists and of the colotiy of the Cape of Good 
Hope. 

• It may not be unwelcome to those who regard with 
anxiety the rise and progress of colonies, to compare these 
statements of the population and commerce at the end of 
182il, with those of Mr. Barrow ; nor can it he wholly 
without use to the settler, to be made even slightly tK?- 
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5)tiaiiited with the laws, character and govemment of tbe 
country of his adoption^ and to learn the nature of insti* 
tutions and establishments, differing materially from those 
to ivfaich his attention has been hitherto directed aqd his 
obedience required, in his native land. 
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GOVERNMENT— COURTS OF LAW— FISCAL— CAPE PRISON 
—OFFICERS OF THE CAPE DISTRICT— MATRIMONIAL 
' COURT— AND SEQUESTRATOR'S OFFICE. 

SECTION L 

Govemmeni. 

iHE executive authority of the Cape is vested iti one 
person^ nominated by the Crown, bearing the title of 
** Governor and Captain General of His Majesty's Castle, 
Town and Settlement, of the Cape of Good Hope, in 
South Africa, and of the Territories and Dependencies 
thereof, and Ordinary and Vice-Admiral of the same." 

If it be true, as has been observed by writers on political 
sul^ject^, that despotism, or the absolute government of 
one, is bad in principle and good by accident ; it must be 
confessed, that accident has greatly favoured the colony ; 
for in a series of governors ^ince 1806, every one has con-* 
tributed to the improvement of the colony, and admi- 
nistered power in a mild and equitable manner. 

It would be unpardonable in any one who lived uQdier 
the government of the Earl of Caledon, to omit paying 
the tribute of deserved prai8e> to the conduct and cha- 
racter of that nobleman during his administration of power. 
His plans were the result of sound sense, acting upon a 
benevolent and enlightened mind, with a view to the hap-^ 
piness of others. Three measures of a different nature 
(one adding to the security and moral improvement, another 
to the personal enjoyments, of the inhabittmts, and the third 
giving, protection to a dispirited and oppressed nation, the 
natural owners of the soil) deserve particular notice. 

The establishment of an annual circuit, through the dis- 
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lam drostdyi^ of two jM6oeH of die court, hy ro/ttdwrn 
for the first time in May, ISl 1, had the iniinedfiat^ effect of 
convincing the oi'derly and welMisposed, of the coAi^tant 
and earl J protection of the govermnent. It checked the 
lawless conduct of the Borderers, and the hitherto onre^ 
-'Strained violence of the Boers ; both of which, before that 
time, passed unnoticed for a long period, and often re- 
mained wholly unpunished. It did that also, which is gra- 
tifying to the feelings ; for it frequently relieved, by a speedy 
trial, an accused, but innocent individual, from suspicion or 
from confinement, and restored him to character and to 
society. In addition to this annual circuit. Lord Caledon 
made it a part of the bounden duty of the landdrost, to 
pay an annual visit of inquiry at the station of eath veldt 
comet in his drostdy, and who was instructed to give pre- 
vious public notice of the day of his arrival, in order to 
prepare the inhabitants and slavey to bring forward any 
existing complaints for his information and that of the 
I^eemraden. 

Another measure ws^p productive of domestic, comfort* 
Those^ who have nQver resided in a hot climate, can form 
jfiQ idea of the blei^sing of a plentiful SM{>ply of water* A 
scarcity of it is one of the curses of South Africa. . But the 
springs in and under Table Mountain are abundant and 
pure. These springs, in the Dutch time, flowed into two 
fc^servolrs in the lowest part of the town; and to cariy walar, 
for the bare supply of a family, was the entire ooeupation 
of one slave, ijprd Caledon laid down iron pipes, im-* 
portisd from. England^ conveying a plentiful stream to 
punps in .^very street ; thus conferring on the inhabitants 
an invaluable benefit, for which gratitude pours forth its 
daibr and hourly acknowledgments. 

^ Fart of Cape Town is on a hill ; and die Dutch inha- 
bitants, not much versed in hydraulics, being assured, that 
the water would be brought up to them, replied *^ that they 
had ue^en the English do eii^traordinary things, bttt they 
yrere not so stupid as to believe that water would flow 
upwards." 

The third measure rescued the Hottentots from a ays-* 
tem of hardship and cruelty, practised towards them by the 
Boers, which would, in the course of a short time, have 
extinguished the race* So great was their terror of these 
barbarous masters, that it was in the dead of night, when 



wiaeeti by their vindictive employ^ra^ they ventured to 
communicate tiieir wrongs, and to implore the mercy of 
the governor, at that time on a journey through the iron'- 
tier. The proclamation (Appendis^ A.) was the happy 
eoliseqtience of this application. Succeeding governors 
have^ in their turn, added new and useful regulations ; but 
power recently exercised is not to be censured nor to be 
applauded, without the suspicion of malevolence or irf 
battery. Notwithstanding the good fortune of the Cape, 
in the oharaot^ of those who have hidierto ruled the colony, 
it may be thought, that a period is approaching, in which 
the government of one, being bad in principle, may pro^ 
duce that dissatisfaction to which it is thought liable, at an 
earlier period than it would have occurred in the gradual 
progress of society. 

The rising importance of the colony, and the sudden in- 
crease of British popnbition, presumptuous if successful, 
damorons ii^ disappointed, asserting, from the habits of 
early life, a right to cudvas, to censure, or to applaud, the 
justice of every act of government, will teach the inha^ 
bttants to become discontented, without the appointment 
of sotne power landing between the absolute will of the 
governor, and the submission of the governed. 

Acts of parliament renewed for prolonged periods, and 
stHl in force, enable' the King, with the advice of his 
o6iincil, to regulate the trade and commerce of the Cape 
of Good Hope« Various orders in council have been 
ifipsued (w that purpose, as the necessity arose. Where no 
ordeif of couttdl, or special act of parliament, operates, a pto*- 
elatnation, having the effect of law, is issued by the goi;«m(»*. 
To thette frequent prodamations, obedience is due; and id^^ 
though they must be eventually referred home, to the colonial 
#6eretary <^ state, for approval and confirmation, in order to 
their permanency, yet being acted upon when issfued, great 
and serious oppression may possibly be felt for many mondis, 
l^the public or by an individual, occasioned by the hasty 
or erroneous opinion of one. The Cape is not, as yet, of 
sufficient growth and importance, nor does it afford ra**- 
tional expectation of an accumulation of wealth and future 
greatness, sufficient to require a legislative assembly, * ^s 



^ In^verj thing except their foreign tra4^,. the liberty of the Enelial) 

secured 



colonists to manage th^ir own ^»ir» their own «rav, is ppmj^tf. It is^ 
in every respect^ equal to their fellow-citizens at home, and is s 
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18 the case in the West Indies. Yet k may, in course^ of 
.time, expect to see the. estabiishmeDt of a council, or q€ 
some board, holding, power in check, and making a pause 
between the/will. and the deed of. a governor. 

The minutes of a council, on any measure where the 
.decision of a governor is, in the council's opinion, ^es^ 
tionable,. may produce great and beneficial effect, bycrer 
aiing doubts and forcing discussion; but above all, by 
throwing such responsibility on a governor, as may place 
at hazard his fame,, and the duration of hia .power, if. he 
perseveres in pertinaciously resisting the dictates, of good 
sense, of .reason, or of law. 

. Th^re are a secretary and a deputy secretary allotted to the 
government. department, appointed in England; and also 
an assistant secretary, appointed at the Cape. The duly 
of the secretary, and in his absence, of the deputy secre- 
.tary, is to refer to the governor, the multifarious memorial 
and occurrences of each . day, with a precis of every one» 
jiad to receive his decisions thereon, causing them to be 
put in force. A general correspondence with the offices at 
the Cape, with the magistrates, and witihi all parts of the 
colony, is carried on by the secretaries. All deeds of 
mortgage are prepared in their office, excepting those tq 
the loan bank and orphan chamber ; as are also transfers 
of landed property ; all of which are passed before comr 
missioners to the court of justice, and entered in t}ie p^ibr 
lie registers of the office. Grants of land are prepared and 
issued; the financial arrangements, of the government are 
conducted, apd. the proclamations and regulations of go* 
yernment emanate hence.. The state of the currency , the 
risgister p{ strangers, the detail of vessels arriving aiid sail- 
ings and all statistical returns, of population and of pro* 
duce, are objects of the duty of the secretaries. These 
gentiemen are secretaries to government, not of the. go- 
yemor; nor are. they advisers in virtue of their situation, 
but only so according to the confidence the governor may 

in the same manner by an assembly, of the representatives pf cbe people^ 
Dvho claim the sole right of imposing taxes for the support of the colonial 
gove;*nment. The authority of this assembly overawes the executive 
power,' and neither the meanest nor the most obnoxious colonist, as 
long as he obeys the law, has any thing to. fear from the resentment, 
either of the governor or of any other civil or military officer of the 
polony. — SfHtth's Wealth of NathnSy ppokiy. oaitii. 
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repose iq tkeir judgment and capacity, whenever be may 
think it expedient to call for their opinioDjs. 

The attendance of the secretaries is daily; the entire 
business of the colony going through their office ; which 
apts as the main spring of the machine^ forcing all valQ 
.motion. For punctuality and regularity, and for the dis^ 
.patch of a very great weight of. affairs, this office csumojt 
be surpassed. The current business has of late been 
greatly multiplied by. the location of the settlers, and by 
iheir impracticability, as well as by the establishment of 
new drostdys, requiring unceasing attention and uninter- 
rupted correspondence.. 

The assistant secretary receives memorials and papers, 
acting in affairs of routine, and relieving the. secretaries 
firom niuch of the practical parts of business. There are 
also young gentlemen in the office, descended from the 
best Dutch families of the. colony, but themselves born in 
South 4^frica, These young Cape-born Dutch (for it 
would be thought an affront to call them Africanders) are 
initiated into all colonial transactions in this office, which is 
the nursery, or, as the French would term it, " la p^pini^re,'.' 
for future la^iddrosts, and for th^ heads pf many of th^ 
ilepartments, 

SECTION II. \ 

Courts of Imw, .; 

The court of judicature consists of one chief justice, 
aqd eight justices, with their usual accompanimeht of 
secretaries and clerks, &c. ;..'.. 

Before this tribunal, the doors of which were formerly 
closed, but to which all persons are now admitted, except 
pending deliberation, the most important civil and criminal 
business of the colony is transacted. Five, out of the 
eight justices, make a ftill court for the trial and determi- 
nation of all civil cases ; and where the chief justice does 
not attend by reason of sickness, or other unavoidable 
cause of absence, or in consequence of any of his relatives 
being interested in the suit, the senior justice acts as 
president.' Previous to the court proceeding in a civil suit, 
the business is referred to the sitting monthly commissioner, 
w|io is one of the justices; in the hope of putting a stop 
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to ftiftfier expense, by ^beting a reconciiialion, or pritate 
arrangement between the parties. 

If unsuccessful, he makes his report to the Alll court ; 
tad ^e> suit goes on. If it be for die payment of a bond, 
tM* a note of hand, unless the defence rests upon ft point of 
hm, the defendant is provisionally condemned to pa^ the 
debt and expenses, under security for the restitutioil, if die 
principal case be decided in his favour. Except in matters 
of a very intricate and perplexed nature, the advocate con- 
ducts tiie business to its final sentence, without the assist- 
wce of an attorney* 

The pleadings in a contested suit are in writing, and 
delivered into court during the different periods or terms 
mssigned to the parties, after which it is placed by order of 
the court, on the pleading roll, ready for judgment. The 
testimony, or evidence, is committed to writing before n 
notary public and two witnesses, and is to be verified, be- 
fore a justice, on oath. Before and after such oath, the 
witness is liable to cross-examination by the adverse 
counsel. The jud^ent, or decision, of the court, after 
having heard all which the advocates have to allege in their 
speeches and replies, is founded upon the colonial laws, 
and those enacted for the administration of justice in Dutdi 
India ; the latter of which were collected m one body, to- 
wards the end of the seventeenth century, under the tide of 
^* Statutes of India," and declared to be law in this colony, 
by j>rQclamation of February, 1715; and the court of justice 
is directed, in points, where these laws might be found defi- 
cient, to recur to the civil law (Corpus Juris Civilis); but 
as there are some particulars in the Dutch law not regu- 
lated by the civil law, recourse must then be had to the 
law of Holland, which the court of justice has been in- 
structed to observe. The decision of the court is declared 
ty the majority of opinions, beginning with the junior; 
but, should the number be equal, the chief justice has a 
casting voice. These opinions, and the grounds of them, 
pre not declared in public, nor is there a summing up, as 
is done by the judges in England. The deliberations are 
foribus clausis, and the judgment read by the secretary to 
the parties in court, re-opened for that purpose. 

An apjieal from the sentence dS the court of justice, i^ 
all pecuniary matters exceeding the sum of one thousand 
rU-doUars Cape currency, lies before the honourable the 



counts OF LAW. II 

eoiivf ^ap)>edis fordvite^seb^ Hie appelfonlgi¥ittg»eciH4ty 
ibrthe dae prosecutioii thei^e^f. 

The number of advocates is not limited ; they are Cape'* 
boriii-^ son* of geAtlemen from Holland, ol* Germany, 
seized in the coloay, who have been educated in Holland. 
There ore amongst them, men of attefitiou and talents, who, 
taking die lead in every cause, bear off the prize, which is 
a goldeft one ; for Uie people are Utigioiis ; and law, in no 
country a cheap commodity^ is so very dear at the Ctope, 
tbit if a man hold a small {M-operty, likely to be attacked in 
a law suit, it might possibly be a matter of prudence at the 
Cape, as elsewhere, to abandon it to the claimant. 

No advocate, by the regulations of the court, can be 
admitted to plead, or practise, except such as were born, 
or i^e settled, in the colony, and who have, taken a de^-ee 
in a Dutch university. It is not to tb^ honour of the 
learned profession, ^at the advocates make out charges, 
instead of receiving fees, nnd tiiat the charges are said to 
be exorbitant, and the taxation of them merely nomimd. 

Tlie crown trials are carried on with open doors, before 
the same court, which then resolves itself into a criminal 
court, by his Majesty's fiscal, ratione officii ; but as the 
manner of proceeding in these cases has been published 
under the order of the chief justice and the court, it will 
be more satisfactory to those who are observant of criminal 
proceedings, to see added, (in the Appendix, B.) a detail of 
the forms on trials, affecting the lives of his Msmsty's sub^ 
jects, than to give a short extract of that which ifr so im* 
portant. In crown trials, seven members must be present) 
and where the offence is capital, a majority must agree in 
the verdict If the opinions are equid, when more thaii 
seven attend, the prisoner is acquitted. 

These rules of court will be found more favourable td 
the accused person, than those of England ; but it is im- 
possible not to applaud the humanity of the 65th article^, 
Which allows to every prisoner on trial for a crimci the 
liberty of employing an advocate, to examine and cross- 
examine Mritnesses, and to argue for him on all points of 
]^w, and generally in his defence. 

The penalty of death^ attaches on conviction, for 
Murdqir, 
Rape, 

Coming Money, and 
High Treason ; 
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and tnffiepbitadoii; for theft to a laige.flttiumnt, olrcieiiiiM 
of a serious or violent'nature, not liaUe by the Dutch law 
to death. 

For less crimes, banishment, flogging* or scourging. 

The court of circuit, established by I^rd Cdledon« 
vhich consists of two justices, .who are taken in rotation 
from the whole nomber, leaves the Cape annuaiUy in the 
beginning of September, and having gone through tjie busi- 
ness of die different provinces, or drostdys, returns twfo^ 
Christmas. The court of circuit has not the. power of 
trying a prisoner where life is at stake, without an especial 
warrant for the purpose, signed by the governor. 
. The vacation of the court of justice is from the middle 
of September to the middle of November; but. on any un* 
expected or urgent occasion^ a court is formed even during 
the vacation. ; 

In reviewing the constitution of the court of ju8tii:;e at 
the Cape of Good Hope, there does not appear to arise any 
reasonable cause of complaint, nor is there aqy thing of a 
nature to prevent the effects of a free and impartial trial, 
provided the members are men of good sense, of competent 
learnings and of fair discretion ; and provided the meinbers 
of the court are made independent in their salaries, and 
appointed ''quamdiu se bene gesserint.*' At present, th^ir 
office is held during pleasure ; and those amongst them who 
bavp sufficient interest, hold a second civil situation. To 
suppose that individuals so circumstanced can give a free 
judgment, where government is concerned, is to be ignd» 
rant of the nature of man. 

The chief justice, also, is appointed during pleai^re ; 
^nd, although it is not to.be believed, tb^ft the anq>ensipi| 
or removal of such a person wopld be risked on sU^4^.<^ 
doubtful groundsy-yet if the possibility of removal is mfide 
to weigh, even as a feather, on the mind of the chief jus^ 
tice, it ought not to remain. The English Judges are made 
independent of the crown* for their own honour, and for 
pubbc confidence. How much stronger does such neces-' 
sity exist, where a reference to the mother-country for re^ 
dress under grievance, is doubtful and distant ! 

The complaints of unsuccessful suitors in a court ot 
justice will be loud ; but as one party must fail in every 
cause, the question is, whether any fair ground of censure 
can be alleged against the general decisions of the court of 
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justice J and whether, on appeals, they have been more fre^ 
^niently reversed or confirmed. They appear most fre-» 
quently to have been confirmed ; and in the present extra-f 
ordinary state of the population of the colony, from the 
arrival of so many British settlers, unacquainted with its 
habits and customs, the greatest admirer of tlie trial by 
jury must admit, that eight men of character and* consi- 
deration, bound to withdraw in all cases where relatives are 
interested, selected from the best educated persons of the 
pierce, and acquainted with the language and character of 
fcoth nations, are more likely to give a fair verdict, than 
twelve persons accidentally taken from a class of society in 
the CJape, still remaining charged with prejudice, jealous j, 
and family feelings, mixed up with national party. Thd. 
triai by jury is the pride of England, not from any magic in 
the word, but because it at present belongs to England 
al^ne, to be able to summon, whenever required for public 
j^istice, twelve men with sound heads, honest hearts, and 
unbiassed minds, and with firmness of nerve to resist inti- 
midatiooy and' despise cajolery. But this can only be found 
amongst the unconnected individuals of a large and popu-^ 
lous country ; for the trial by jury does not appear to be 
adapted to a small society. The misfortune is, that Great 
Britain has persisted in thinking her constitution the best 
for every conquered country. The same coat will not fit 
every man; and wherever the British constitution has been 
iMtempted to be introduced by forc?e, the consequence has 
been, the getting rid of Great Britain, and of her constitu« 
tit)n* 

It is a grave questic^ to decide, whether the Dutch law 
should still continue to be in force through the colony ; 
particularly as to the disposition, after death, of the real and 
personal property of British-bom ^subjects and their ■ de- 
scendants : hirt there cannot be a doubt in any man's mind, 
now that the coldny is British, that the decisions of th^ 
court of justice, and the arguments of the advocates, ought 
to be carried on in the English language at a very early 
day; and that the advocates and chief justice, on any future 
admission, should be barristers of an £lnglish court. 

These regulations, aided by acts of parliament and pro- 
clamations, which take place as occasions require, will, by 
degrees,- bring the decisions of the court nearer to English 
practice; whil8t,'4>y 'the constilat intermarFiages of die 
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EngUab with the Cape-bora, and by an increased pecu- 
lation of the settlers, the Cape will, at no very distant pe- 
riod, have become so completely anglicised, that British 
habits, laws, and language; wUl be considered most con* 
eaniid to the feelings, and best adapted for the interest and 
EiippiMss of the colony* Until this situation of things 
arrives, those who have deeply considered the subject, 
however partial to a gradual adoption of English laws, as 
occasions may arise, are adverse to a hasty and forcible 
introduction of the whole body of English jurisprttdenqe. 
. The salary of the chief justice, at this date« amounts to 
9,000 rixHlollars, not 700/. sterling money ; a poor remu* 
neration for so high and honourable an ofKce* That itf the 
justices, to 4,250 rix-dollars« 

To reward them properly for their seiTioes, and to make 
these public <^B^rs independent of government, no rea* 
sonable man will consider doubling the salary of the chief 
ji^tice, and of the justices, as more than barely sufficient to 
0aable them to preserve their independency, and to render 
their acceptance of any colonial situation, not a|ppoiatM 
from home, null and illegal. 

Courts of AppeaL 

Th]biiib are two courts of appeal from the decisions of 
the court of justice; the one in criminal cases; the other in 
pjivil cases, where the value in dispute is not less than one 
thousand rix-dollars. 

In the criminal court, the governor is aided by an 
I^BsesBor, who is a barrister. The pleadings and . docu- 
ments of the parties which have been brought into court, 
go through their regular terms ; and on the day notified 
iQ the C^pe Gazette, the court sits, attended by the 
advocates of the contending parties, who are not per- 
mitted^ in that stage of the business, to make additional 
observations^ or produce new document^. The sentences 
of this court are definitive, res^^ing to the governor the 
light of ipardon, or postponement of a sentence. 

In the couit of appeal for civU cases, the various plead- 
ings go on in like manner, throi^h their usual periods or 
tenps. On the day appointed for a dedaion, this coiiit» 
which coQsi^s of the governor alone, atteiided by the se^ 
cri^tary qi tb^ courti giY?«f jlUdg^leIl^ Whether it b^^ tjb^t 
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property^ which sustains life^ is of less value than life itselfr 
or that an appeal lies to the King in co^ncil^ there is no 
assessor to the court in civil cases ; and the court, that is, 
the governor, decides aceording to his ovtn view of the 



There appear to be some solid objeetioas to the i 
totion of tfaeste two couits of appeal*. I» the citniiiial cowt 
there is an assesaor^ who, being a barrister, ia presumed 4o 
be folly competent to advise the court of ajNieidyin csiaiiMl 
eases, as to its judgment, according to British hm; baft 
as the Dutch law is at present in force through the colony^ 
and as, by that law, every one ought to be acquitted or 
Condemned, it may be thought that, in justice to the par^ 
a Dutch advocate ought to attend as an additional asseMsor. 
But what is die court of appeal for criminal cases i It i» 
the governor alone ; — the simie individual, who, appearing 
in court as the legislative authority, assumes the execudwe, 
when he departs from it. This unconstitutional state o^ 
things did not exist till of late. The lieuteaant^govemor' 
heretofore was a member of the courts of appeal, buttfaere 
being now no such authority at the Cape, the gefveriMr 
singly constitutes the criminal and <;ivil courts. 

In the civil court, where there is no assessor, the deci- 
sion of law-points, acting on large masses of piK>perty, rests 
on one individual, who is not a lawyer. Solomon says, in 
the multitude of counsellors there is wisdom; and altfaough^ 
the converse of this proposition may not hold in all casesy 
yet it is desirable, that ^ave matters should be decided by 
more heads ihan one. It may be urged, that there is a 
final appeal to the King in couBcil. This is a heavy •ex^ 
pense, and of tedious issue, oft?en brought on l^ the wety 
circumstance of there being no assessor. Suitors • wo«{d 
frequently rest satisfied under a sentence, when they knew 
it to have been advisedly given under the direction of 
counsel. 

In this court, composed as it is of one judge, however 
great his abilities^ and that judge usually a military oflltler, 
th^e is nost the neceasei^ coi^ence ; and (whiob is of ex«. 
tretee importance to courts of law) pmblic apitiion » not 
in fftvour of the courts of af^peal^foodeUed as they now are. 
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Court of Vice-Admiralty, 

Tre GoJwt of Vdce-Admiralfy of the Cape of Good Hope 
consists of a judge> regis trar, marshal, king's proctor, ancb 
proctors; and is of considerable importance in time of 
wmr. In peace it has little business, and that little is in^^ 
voded ; for, in cases of forfeiture, or seisure of ships or 
nerdiandize, for breaches of custom or navigation laws; 
the. court of justice claims a concurrent jurisdiction. There 
is a race, thereliore, upon all. such occasions, between the. 
king's proctor and the fiscal, for the priority of getting the 
ntttler into courts For, as the first blow is said to be halC 
iHe battle, the court which entertains or issues the first pro- 
cess, exerts the right of judgment in the cause. 

There appears . to • be an unreasonable assumption of 
legal power in the court, of justice; as the establishment of 
the vice-admiralty court by the English government, sub^ 
sequent to the capitulation, seems to have superseded the 
judicitd power of the court of justice in all maritime affairs; 
but power once exercised is given up with reluctance. 

Within these few months, application was made to the 
English government for a decision upon the rights of the 
disQprdant courts. The answer corresponded with those 
of the Pythia of the oracle ofDelphos* which, being of a 
double na;tttrei were under one interpretation received by 
the supplicant, as conformable to his hopes or wishes. 

The vice-admiralty court is independent of the colonial 
government; and the appeal from its decisions as a prize- 
court, is to the Lords Conmiissioners of Appeal ; and aa 
an instance-courtj to the high court of Admiralty and De* 
legates. . . 

SECTION III. 

His Majesty^s FiscaL • 

The Fiscal is an advocate of the court of justice, hold- 
ing a situation, with respect to government, something 
similar to that of attorney-general in England. In that 
capacity he is, ratione officii, puUic accuser and prosecu-^ 
tor ; and all suits in the court of justice, on the part of go- 
vernment, are conducted by him. He prosecutes, also, in 
all matters of revenue and breach of custom-^luties, or 
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smuggling, and receives for his share, one-third of the pro* 
ceeds of the fines or forfeitures. ^ The acuteness of a law-* 
yer, whetted by a prospect of gain, and aided by tiie greedy 
watchfuhiess of an officer of custpms, appear to be dreadful 
odds against a defendant. 

The fiscal is not allowed to pkad the cause of any in* 
dividual in the civil court. He has occasionally so dona 
for public bodies^, such as the India Company; but even 
then, he must have express permission of the court,. for the 
occasion. 

There is one privilege assumed by the fiscal, so odious 
as to attract the notice and censure of all ; it is strange that 
a sense of proper feeling has not taught him to. abstain 
from such a pretension, or the court to disallow it. In all 
trials, even in those in. which he is personally enj^ed, he 
assumes a seat on the bench, next to the chief justice; and 
it arouses indignation to see the public prosecutor in a 
situation where he can privately converse with, or make 
occasional remarks to, the first magistrate, trying a prisoner 
perhaps upon a capital o£fence. What acute feelings tnust 
this create in the mind of the unhappy individual, who, 
whilst trembling for his life, perceives the adversary at the 
^ar of the judge! 

It is not said, or intended to be intimated, that any un«- 
due advantage is taken ; but the public mind is disgusted 
with the appearance of an unfair and cruel proceeding. 
Let the vanity of .office be gi:atified by a distinguished 
situation, but let not the prosecutor be lodged at the elbow 
of the judge. The attorney-general of England has a silk 
gown, and an appropriate place> but not upon ** the judg- 
ment-seat." 

A second impropriety, to call it by no harsher name> 
is observed in the fiscal addressing the full court, or 
the commission, whilst sitting on his chair. In England, 
the judge alone speaks in that posture; and such presump-* 
tion in an advocate, for such is the fiscal, appears as dis* 
. gusting as it ir unbecoming towards the court and the bar. 

Tke entire direction and management of the police of 
Cape Town rests on his Majesty's fiscal, aided by two 
deputies. He examines into all offences against the peace 
of the town ; and as the slave population is under his im- 
mediate diarge, he punishes irregularities, or breaches of 
the peace^ by \nstant commitment to prison, and by flowing. 



It HIS VAJESTT^fi FISCAL* 

in proportion to tine ofFencc; but he matt state the cif» 
eumstances to the court of Justice, on its next ilieeting. 
Such is the awe of a fiscal in the breast of slaves, that^ 
were the governdr to pass by during a street quarrel* the 
disputants would persevere ; but, on a mere report of the 
fiscars being near at hand, all is instantly hush<>d to peace 
and order. His power over the white population is limit- 
ed ; for, if he feels it to be necessary to place a free person 
Mi custody, he lis bound to report the circumstance to the 
court of justice within tweuty-four hours. 

When matters, having a tendency to disturb the quiet of 
the community^ come to the knowledge of the fiscal, he 
has, or assumes, the right of sending for the parties, al- 
though free persons, to his ofiiee, to inquire, and to act 
accordingly. In grave accusations, he prosecutes before 
the assembled courts and, having stated his case fuUy^ 
claims (for that is the professional expression) the punish- 
ment of the offender, in the manner presccibed for that 
special office, whether by British order of council or act 
cSr |)ariianient, — by the Dutch Indian law, or by the Corpus 
Juris Civilis. The prisons then commences and con- 
cludes his defence, in person or by counsel, and the court 
affirms or rejects the claim of the fiscal, in whole, or in part^ 
acoordinff to its judgment. 

His Migeflrty's fiscal, as first law officer of the crown, is 
required to give his legal opinion, in cases which appear to 
the governor to be of a doubtfiil nature. His other duties 
are various and importamt. He is powerful to punish the 
slave, and to accuse the free man. He may bring forward 
charges tyrannically, or withhold them corruptly. He may 
tease one part of the society by little vexatious poKce regulak^ 
tiona, and induli^e another part in less venial acts. He may 
stare at the Enalts of one, and blink at the crimes of another 

It ts» however, greatly to the honour of those who ha^e 
exercised the office of fiscal, that no ioiitance is on reoovd, 
IB which any one has becfti convicted of undue partiality, 
or of abuse of powier^ but Jt would be withholding the 
tnidi not to add, that the jitd^asent is not as yet accurate 
enciugh in this ^cohmy, to -distinguish between a. man and. 
his office; and that a fiscal is, ^^ratione officii,'^ detested 
by the people. Sndi indeed, even in many persons of a 
better station, is the distncUnation towards an individoal 
who passes life in seeking out and attacking iihte frailties,. 
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as well as the crimes, of raankiBd, that though a fiscal may 
be acknowledged to do no more than the duty for which 
he is paid, and to do it mildly ; yet the kind fellowship of 
society^ and the warm affections of the heart, are rarely 
poured forth towards him. In the same degree as they are 
towards other individuals. 

The senior deputy fiscal acts in the daily ofiice, which 
is the Bow-street office of the C^pe, attended by all its 
natural accompaniment of constable and culprits. 

The police-officers (properly called, Justitie Dienaren 
and Kaffers) heretofore were armed with swords ; but they 
were found to be " swords in the hands of madmen \'* and, 
in consequence of some outrageous acts, they are now per- 
mitted only to carry staves. These men are the refuse of 
the Cape population, drunken, worthless, and inhuman, 
frequently selected frqm the convicts banished to Robben 
Island ; and the best title to be a subordinate in the der 
partment of justice, is to be a notorious villain. Notwith- 
standing all this, the police of the town is good. After 
gun-fire, (9 o'clock p. m.) a better conducted class of watch- 
men go on duty, and any slave showing himself without ^ 
lantern, or special pas3, unless attendant on his master or 
mistress, would be mstantly sent to prison till the morning. 
J)uring the whole night, and indeed at all times, the most 
defenceless person, male or female, may walk unattended 
through the Cape Town, without danger of insult of 
injury. 

The number of daily petty disputes and quarrels between 
slaves, and also between inhabitants of the lower sort, ar^ 
without number. To these the deputy fiscal gives his pa- 
tient attention. He tries to accommodate and settle the 
disputes, and to bripg the parties to reason, if he can ; 
— where he cannot, he uses his authority, and coerces when 
he cannot persuade. It is his hardest task here, as else- 
where, to pacify and reconcile discordant females, whose 
eloquence and clamour equal that of the most able profes- 
sors of BillinSigate. 

All other matters of a slight nature, which do not re- 

Juire the hand of a master, are also referred to the deputy 
seal. 

The junior deputy fiscal pays his chief attention to the 
provincial business, much increased by the late arrival of 
disappointed settlers. He is also prepared to take any 

c2 
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other part of the duty, wbidi theengaigetiients of the fiscal 
may compel that ofiicer to confide to his ma»agemaat; aed 
also to give his assistance for the dispatch of that heavy 
weight of police duty, which the diligence of office can 
keep under with difficulty. 



SECTION IV. 

Tronk, or Cape-Prison. 

This prison, which is for both town and district, and 
known at the Cape by the name of the 1-ronk, a Batavian 
appellation, has been lately enlarged, and made more com- 
modious. Unfortunately, as society increases, crime and 
misfortunes keep pace. Criminals and debtors are both 
immured within these walls, but in distinct parts of the 
"building'. 

The Tronk is under the more immediate management otf 
the deputy fiscal, but subject to the superintendance of the 
fiscal. The apartments are clean, and well adapted to se- 
cure prisoners, without placing them under unnecessary 
restraint. There is abundance of water within reach; and 
cleanliness and good order appear to prevail. The situa- 
tion, having the front towards the Grand Parade, and the 
back towards Table Bay, is salubrious ; and there is a me- 
dical attendant on daily duty. 

The criminal prisoners are separated from each • other, 
till after examination ; and male and female prisoners are 
in diiferent wards. The trial of a prisoner is almost im- 
mediate, as the court of justice is prompt in taking cogni- 
zance of crimes brought forward by the fiscal. 

The allowance to criminal prisoners is one pound of 
meat, one pound of bread, half a pound of rice, and one 
penny for vegetables in soup. Prisoners are allowed to 
work, if so disposed, and may see; their friends at seasonable 
hours. ' * ' 

The allowance to debtors is, one pound of bread, half a 
'pound of meat, half a pound of rice, and one peiiny for 
vegetables. The expense of maintaining a debtor is borne 
by the creditor who imprisons him. 

No man can be kfept in jail for debt after the age of se- 
venty ; and if nature has forborne to claim *her payment 
before that time, the laws of the colony compel a creditor 



TRONK^ OR CAPE-PRISON. 21 

to suffer age to linger free firom imprisonment^ and with 
siftch peace as poverty can beato w. 

There is a chapel, but no religious attendant of any perr 
suasion, attached to the piison establishment. 2^alou8 
missionaries have occasionally visited individuals ; and the 
Malay priest attends those of his persuasion : but so va-* 
rious are the sects of this motley colony, that it would be 
impossible to meet the spiritual wants of all, by the ap- 
pointnient of one chaplain ; and having provided a chapel, 
it may be most judicious to leave it open to the devotion of 
every religious persuasion. It is much to be wished, but 
it cannot be expected, that it may never be found neces- 
sary to appoint a regular protestant divine to this service ; 
though, were any unhappy man now to require spiritual com- 
fort, the colonial chaplain, no doubt, would readily attend. 

The only arrangement which appears improper is, that 
the day of the monthly visit of the commissioners of the 
court of justice, accompanied by the fiscal, is previously 
known. The commission ought to make its visit on an 
unfixed day, when no expectation to the jailor is held out ; 
and the attendance of the fiscal is highly improper. The 
individual, who, in his public character, is pov^rful enough 
to commit to prison, and order the infliction of punishment 
on slaves, ought not to be allowed to be present, and to 
overawe,' when members of the court of justice inquire' into 
the abuses of power, possibly committed by him,$elf. 
. It is not meant to be inferred, that abuse does, exist ; on 
the contrary, every thing appears praiseworthy. 

The total number of criminal prisoners committed to the 
Tro&k in ld£0, amounted to 113 ; viz. 10£ males, and eleven 
females.; in a town and district comprising a population ol 
2^000 people, half of which are slaves and Hottentots, be- 
si^s the army, navy, merchant seamen, and strangers. 
There were six persons sentenced to transportation, four 
of whom were for theft, one for an assault and battery, and 
one for fraud; and nine condemned to death. In 1821, 
the number committed was ninety-one, (eighty-three males, 
and eight females>) of whom six were sentenced to trans* 
porjbation for theft, and eiglit condemned to death. The 
total capitalcondemnations of 1820 and 1821, all of which 
were for murder, amounted to seventeen; viz. nine Hotten- 
tots, one Boschman, one prize negro, one European, five 
filaves; three of which were remitted. Of this number; the 
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EuropeaD Suffered for riot and mnrder in Robben Island* 
(the receptacle for convicts,) in an attempt to escape. * In 

1820, there were nine debtors confined for a short term ; in 

1 821, there were eleven. On the 4th of March, 1822, one 
debtor only remained. In South Africa, the confinement 
of a debtor has not as yet been considered as the rtiost 
prompt way of enabling him to discharge the detnands of a 
creditor. 

There is a chief jailor, three inferior ones, a boiokkeeperj 
and a swarm of dienars, or constables ; all of whom are ap- 
pointed, paid, and removable by the colonial government. 



SECTION V. 

Landdrosi and Heemraden of the Cape Di^rkt. 

The landdrost, who is the chief officer of the district, or 
drostdy, holds> together with six heemraden, as assessors, 
a court for petty cases, both criminal and civil ; and also a 
matrimonial court. 

The civil court and the matrimonial court meet ev^ 
fourteen days, on Saturday. The criminal conrt, as fre- 
quently as business requires it so to do. 

In the criminal court for petty offences, the landdrost 
must always) preside; and three members constitute a court 
for the dispatch of business. They punish by flogging, im- 
prisonment, solitary confinement^ hard labour, fine, banish* 
ment, and transportation. An appeal from their sentence 
lies to the court of justice, and finally to the governor, in 
bis court of appesd. Five members form a civil court, 
of which the landdrost is liot necessarily one. They dtecide 
suits for suins not exceeding three hundred rix^dollare. Cape 
currency. From this court there is an appeal to the foil 
court, and thence to the court of appeal. In bodi civil 
9Qd criminal courts, the landdrost has a casting voice. 

The landdrost has great weight and power in his province, 
or drostdy. He is chief magistrate, to whom every com- 
pkint aeld grievance is brought, and before whom disputes 
about land mast be adjusted. He has cognisance of all 
cases of roads, ways and water-courses, in the fegt inslalice, 

* The law senteocea men io bo banged, and woaien to be serang^ed. 
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wad allotments of lands to be granted by government are 
referred to him and the beemradeQ, assisted by the veldt- 
cornet to show the boundaries, and by the government 
surveyor. The landdrost and heemraden have other duties 
to perform in their drostdys^ not very dissimilar, in many re* 
spects, from those of the lord lieutenant, and justices of 
^^ce of different counties in England. 

The veldtcomets are appointed by the landdrost, and 
usually reside in parts distant from the drostdy house. 
One of their duties is to attend to the quarrels between 
masters, servants and slaves, and to i^ccommodate them, if 
possible. They also punish for small offences ; but in se- 
rious or diiSicult cases they refer to the landdrost and heem<- 
raden, as their power does not go beyond that of flogging 
slaves. These officers have no salary, but are exempt from 
taxes and personal service in the commando, &c. They arf 
entitled to a loan place, free from quit rent ; and if they 
have no loan place, to twenty-five rix-doUars per annum 
■from government. 

The landdrost is selected by the governor, and remove- 
able at pleasure. The board of heemraden makes a|i 
election every year of two new members in the room of the 
two senior members, who retire. Four persons are prima- 
rily elected by the majority ; out of whom government se- 
lects tviro. There is no special salary for this duty paid to 
the board* but the landdrost and heemraden are entitled 
|o certain fees, when they travel to inspect lands in dispute, 
or those granted to individuals by government. 

The court of landdrost and heemraden appears, on die 
whole, well calculated for its different purposes, and is in 
repute with both English and Dutch. 

The manner of electing the heemraden is not quite as 
independent as might be wished, yet they generally are se- 
lected from the most respectable burghers, who have pro- 
perty and character. 

It is true that an Englishman has been rarely called to 
the office of heemrad^ except in the new drostdy in Al- 
bany, where the settlers are located; but, as in die old 
drostdys the greater part of the duties of the court relate to 
lands and other matters more in cognizance of the Boers, 
and are regulated by Dutch laws, there does not appear to 
be any necessity for alteration under the present system of 
the colon/. 
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SECTION VI. 

Matrimonial Court. 

The landdrost and heemraden form also a matiimooial 
Court; which sits every other Saturday. Before it all per- 
sons must appear previous to the solemnisation of marriage^ 
nor can banns be published in church» or a special license 
be granted^ without producing the certificate of this court; 
Here are registered all marriages contracted at the Cape ^ 
and to this office, not to the church, is application made for 
the legal copy of the registry of a marriage. 

Any lady, passenger on board of ship, who may have been 
persuaded by a fond admirer to give her consent to be mar- 
ried on arriving at the first land, is hurried on shore by her 
impatient lover, and attending at the matrimonial court, is 
surprised to be unable to reward with her hand his ardour, 
4imtil. she has satisfactorily answered certain questions pro- 
posed by the demure president, which are ordered in all 
cases to be put to both parties. 

Where were you born ? Where do you reside ? How 
old are you i Are you a Christian, and not a Heathen or 
^lave ? Are you engaged to any other person by promise 
of marriage, or otherwise? Are you perfectly free tp 
marry f Have . you been married before F Have you any 
children living f Are you related to each other in the de^ 
gfciees of affinity forbidden by law ? 

,s If, after appearing to listen with tamper to these interro- 
gatorieSy and having given suitable answers, the impatieac^e 
OtT the conveuiency of the parties cannot endure the lapse 
of thr^e Sundays for the publication of banns, recourse \» 
had to tlie Secretary's office, situate in the same public 
building, for a special license, with which they are indulged 
attbe,k>w price of two hundred rix-doUars, and^ as the 
chu^h is close at hand, the parties may be married imme- 
,-diately, provided due notice to attend has been given to the 
clergyman. 

I^hus, at the Cape, for a sum of between two and three 
hundred rix-doUars, a man may, in a few hours, be made 
happy for life. 

It was usual, a few years since, for an officer of the 
church to call in form on the parties, to congratulate them 
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on their mmring^y Mrisihing them health and happiness, for 
doitig which; the philanthropist expected a douceur of the 
small sum of iive rix-dollars. 

The '* well wisher" hHving departed this life, no one of 
equally kind and affectionate disposition has elected himself 
into office, and the benevolent custom is in abeyance. 

It is believed that none feel the absurdity of this string of 
questions to the parties more than the court, but it is the 
law of m^irriage as established at present. It wpuld be ju- 
dicious in government to allow the court to renounce a 
part of this farce, at least so far as the English are con- 
cerned^ without doing away the necessity of a registry in the 
court, although marriage be now solemnized by a clergyman 
in the church. 

From the year 1803, until the 26th April, 1806, no other 
form wasVequired to legalize marriage, than the ceremonies 
of the matrimonial court, it being till then considered 
merdy as a civil contract by the Batavian Republic, which 
regulated the proceedings of the established Calvinistic 
Church at the Cape. The spirit of oppression, howjever^ 
acted with its usual acrimony towards dissenters ; for the 
Lutherans, who have also their church at the Cape, were 
compelled to be married a second time before the court of 
justice, after having gone through the first ceremony in the 
matrimonial court. 

There exists no greater indulgence from one sect of pro- 
testant dissenters towards another, than towards the Romis^ 
Church. Such are the effects of religious controversy. . 

On the ^6th of April, 1806, Sir David Baird sent both 
parties, Calvinists and Lutherans, to be married at church, 
or the marriage was void ; and thus settled the dispute by a 
pious proclamation. * 

•PROCLAMATION 

By his Excellency Major General Sir David Baird, Knight of the 
most Noble Order of the Crescent, Colonel oiF the 54th Regioient of In- 
fantry, and commanding in chief his Britannic Majesty's troops in the 
settlement of the Cape of OotSd Hope : 

Whereas, in the regulations issued by the. late Batavian Govenmiea^ 
daited September 20th, 1804, it is ordered and decreed, that in the 
country districts of this settlement marriages may be solemnized by the 
'sei^ral Landdrosts and Heemraden, wk^mt the ceremony being per- 
formed in a church, or at the usual place of divine, worship : aod 
■whereas, the above regulations were ordered (by a resolution, of the 90- 
*vem<)r and council, dated January 3', 1805) to be adopted ^bo in. Cape 
Town, and in consequence of that resolution, it appearing that mar- 
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Tke reader will have seen with how little difficulty alt tn-" 
ititidual maj contract matrimony at the Cape ; it may be a 
satisfaction to him to learn, that he may ^et rid of tke oom- 
pany and expense. of a wife almost as easily. L^et him sup- 
pose:the same Cape nmrried couple before mevtioned^ to 
have sailed for India, or ekewfaere, and after living ti^elher 
diifing this voyage, or even sixteen years after,^ to discover 



pages have been of late solemnized by the Matrimonial Court (copa- 
posed entirely oflait^) and which marriages are esteemed valid by the 
present law oii that subject, without the ceremony being performed by 
an ordained clergyman, or the aisistance of the cimrch being in any 
manner required^ Now, having taken the above regulauona and this 
new custom into my most serious consideration, and reflecting, that in 
all civilized countries where the Christian religion is professed and re- 
spected, the marriage ceremon;^ is justly reckoned a hol^ institution, 
connected with the sacred principles of religion, and not (as these regn* 
lations would infer) a mere civil contract; 1 therefore, bj virtue of the 
power and authority vested in me by bis firitannic Mfyesty, do strictly 
prohibit the Court for matrimonial and civil affairs, as also the LancU* 
drosts and Heemraden of the several country districts, from performing 
the marriage ceremony in future ; and do hereby order and direct that 
all marriages in this settlement, as was the case before the regulationB 
before mentioned were issued, are to be performed in the former mait- 
iner bv an ordained clergyman, pr minister of the Gospel belonging to 
uiQ l^ttlement. 

As, however, in consequence of the great distance that some of the 
inhabitants of the Settlement dwell from the Capital, they must suffiir 
great inconvenience on bein^ obliged to make so long a journey, if they 
^Uie allowed only to be married in Cape Town, as was formeriy the case, 
I do therefore authorize and allow the clergymen of the several country 
districts to perform the marriage ceremony in their respective cures or 
parishes, and the Court of Heemraden to register these marriages in the 
Mne manner as is done by the Court for matrimonial affairs in Cape 
Town ; And whenever it may happen that there is no cleifrynuin in any 
districts or parish, then the parties wishing to be married must apply to 
the cleigyman of the neighbouring parish, who is authorized to marry 
them, upon their producing a certincate from their landdrost and heem- 
raden, that there is no legal objection, and observing all other usual 
ferms and ceremonies. 

- Given under my hand and seal this 96th day of April, 1806. 
• PUBLICATION. 

His Honour the Chief Justice, Sir J. A. Truteb, Knight, LU). and 
4ikt Worshipful Members of the Court of Justice, of the Settlement of 
the Cape of Good Hope, and the Dependencies thereof, do hereby 
make known : 

Tbnt whereas Adam K. and Betje V. have addressed a memorial to our 
Court, Btatkig :—*That Memorialists have been married for now siatean 
years, bat, to th«r sorrow, have experienced their tempers and diapo- 
^itieiis to.be bq opposite, as to embitter their lives, so that a longer eo» 
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that their tempers and inclinations were totaHj diflefeati 
that the wife hated what the huaband admired, and the hna* 
band abhorred what, the wife loved ; in such case, on their 
return to the Cape, they have only to address the oourt of 
justice, and to state that ** a longer cohabitatiDn must be 
attended widi most serious consequences/'^^a threat well 
understood ; and a legal separation will generally enauew 

A maniage duly solemnized according to the laws of any 
foreign country wherein the parties happen to reside^ has 
been generally confirmed by the courts of law at home ; but 
whether a divorce so decreed would separate the partiisb 
when they return to England, in the case of their having 
been there married ; or bastardize the future issue of the 
wife bom after separation by Dutch law> in England, where 
ac<;ess is possible ; must be left to lawyers to decide* Here^ 
however, it is Uie law of the |rface, and in full force and 
effect. 

Another case likely to happen presents itself. A settle- 



habitation must be attended with the most serious consequences ; there- 
fore, requesting to be separated from bed, board, and community of 
property. 

So it is, that we, having read the report of the Sitting Commissioner^ 
io whom said memorial was referred for the pur])09e of amtcaUe ar- 
fangement, and, if neceesary, for enquirer, and having taken into oonm- 
deratioa the dangerous consequences which might r^^t from a loagjSr 
cohabitation of memorialists, as well as every thingj^ which deserved at- 
tention, or could move the Court, administering justice in the narnv 
and on behalf of his Britannic Majesty, do separate said Adan^ 
Kraiw and Betje Valentyn, and they are hereby separated accordingly 
from bed, board, and community of property, to all iateafes and purpose^ 
the ioint estate to be administered and liquidated in the usual manner; 
while the arrangement made between tlje parties, as set forth in their 
said memorial, respecting their four children begotten during their mar* 
riage, is hereby approved of and confirmed. 

And as by the separation of said mutied persons, each of tbem b^ 
comes severally respondble for the debts he or she may contract this 
public notice is therefore given, that no person may in future trade or 
negociate with said man or woman, on account of the joint estate, a& 
no such transactions will be cognizable by law. 

And that no petaon may plead ignorance hereof, this shall %« ptA»* 
Wished and affixed as usual. 

Thus done and decreed in tlie Court o^ Jostlce, at the Cape of Good 
Hope, on the I4th December, 1820, and published and amxed on tW 
>28th tbllowing. 

J. A. TRUTE/!R, Chief Justice. 
By Order of the Count, 

D.F.B£RRANG£,Sec. 
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meat before marriage, here entitled an ante^nuptial contract^ 
rai-ely takes place. It is not the custom and habit of the 
colony* The law assigns to a survivor the half of the pro- 
perty of the deceased husband or wife, and shares to the 
children. If a man married at the Cape, remits his fortune 
to England, and vesting it in land, and retiring with his fa- 
mily thither, dies intestate, the English law would, in such 
case, give the estate to the eldest son, and both widow and 
yonnger children would be deprived of the legitimate por- 
tion assured, to them by marriage at the Cape, accordiug to 
Dutch law and ceremony. The same circumstance would 
take place vvhere parties remain at the Cape, by vesting 
their property in England, without making a previous agree- 
ment. It therefore behoves the wife to look to these cir- 
cumstances of her situation, before she consents to leave 
the Cape, or suffers the joint property to be removed to 
England. 

SECTION VI. 

Sequestrator's Office. 

The insolvent chamber, in January, 18 1 9^ Qierged into 
!the office of the sequestrator, who, in cases of. bankruptcy^ 
unites the two characters of commissioner and assignee. 
Any individual, whether trading or not, may go to the se-^ 
questrator, and acknowledging his insolvency, give over to 
his management, the whole of his estate for the bene^t of 
his creditors. But the doing so is too galling to be often 
practised, and in general it is forced by process of law. 
After sentence is given against a defendant in the court of 
justice, and it has gone through the usual but ineffectual 
notice of payment by the plaintiff's advocate, the sentence 
is given over to the sequestrator for execution, who, apply- 
ing to the debtor, demands payment, which may be delayed 
fourteen days, on giving security. If at the end of that pe- 
riod payment is not made, or the debt settled to the satisr 
faction of the creditor, the sequestrator requires possession 
of as many goods as will produce, by public sale, an amount 
equal to the debt and expenses. These the sequestrator 
advertises and publicly sells, paying over the amount to the 
creditor, after deducting his charges and expenses, together 
with 5 per cent, on the amount, which, as well as all other 
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fees^ her p^y g over to government* If, bowever , the i||dLyi4ual 
has other debts which he cannot Uquklate, the whole property 
.is given up to the sequestrator, who sells it at public, sale; ao^ 
-makes out a list of the demands against the estate., which.h? 
produces in due course to the court of justice. Nj^^ce 18 
given in the public gazette to the creditors, and if Ihefe be 
anv objection on their part to the sequestrator's statement 
It is decided by the court; if none, the distribution goe^s.oti. 
After a certain period, if all has been fair on the part pf the 
insolvent, the fiequestrator certifies in the Cape gazette^ that 
.the insolvent '* has acted in every respect as an honest an4 
honourable man should do/' * and th^the is liberated from 
all claims of his colonial creditors. 

* PUBLTCATION. 

His Honour the Chief Justice, Sir J. A. Truter, Knight, LL.D. and 
the Worshipful Members of the Court of Justice, of the Settlement 6f th0 
Cape of Good Hope, and the Depeodencies thereof do hereby make 
known : 

That whereas M. A. S. has addressed a memorial to. our court, 
stating, that notwithstanding his best and most industrious endeavours 
to improve his pecuniary circumstances, still however, throiigli a series 
of unfortunate circumstances, which he could not fJossibly ftwesee, hfs 
estate has gradually become so impoverished, that he has b^en under 
the necessity of delivering pver t)ie same as iiifiolvent to the ^qiie»- 
trator, who having accordingly administered and liquidated bis sajd 
estate, a dividend was made to the creditors, without any of them hav- 
ing opposed or appealed from such distribution ; thstt the majoi^ty-of his 
-creditors, both in number and in the amount' of the respective claims, 
•having a^erwards consented his rehabilitation, he, theretone, (eihibitiag 
such declaration, as is prescribed by the sequestrator's instructions, n^ 
'quested to be rehabilitated from his state of insolvency ; on which 
subject having beard the creditors who had not consented, and thete 
"appearing, in consequence, terms for the granting of his^request : 
. So it is, that we, having hecnxl the report of .the sitting commisslooer, 
who was charged with the investigation of this case, rehabilitating said 
M. A. S., do hereby declare, that the said memorialist, both previous 
and subsequent to his insolvency, has acted, in every respect, as an 
honest and honourable" man should do; and, therefore, rendered- faimr 
self worthy of the piiyileges granted to such debtors, % the said mstruo- 
.(ions, for the sequestraitor, and consisting herein, viz. : That he is di|^- 
charged and liberated from all the claims of his creditors, -exceptii^ 
those which have been assigned them by the sentence of preference aitd 
concurrence,' so that he may again trade and negociate as before^ and 
which privileges are specially granted to him by this public act of reha- 
bilitation ; under this condition^ however, that the rights of eredftbfs 
abroad shall not be prejudiced hereby. 

And that no person may plead igdorance hereof, this shall be published 
and affixed as usual. 

Thus done and granted in the court of justice, at the Cape of Good 
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It 18 also part of the duty of die sequettrntor^ under the 
immedUte direction of the collector and comptroller of 
ettstoms, to sell by public sale» all forfeitures or seizures 
made by custom-house officers or others^ and after deduct- 
ing die expenses^ to pay the amount to his Majesty's 
fiscal, Mfho delivers pne-third to government, one-third to 
the seizing officer or the informer, and retains the remaining 
third, accordmg to the Cape law, for his own benefit. 

The checks imposed upon a secj^uestrator, in an office 
which might bear hard upon individuals, if wantonly or 
harshly executed, and also the regulations for his general 
conduct in performance of his duty, are comprised in very 
minute instructions from government ; and as these are in 
fiict the bankrupt laws of the colony, it may be desirable to 
commercial men, to be made acquainted with those laws, 
by which all are bound who live at the Cape, but which 
l>ear a more particular application to themselves. — Vide 
Appendix C. 

The money, received by the sequestrator, both as the 
executive officer in forcing payment of debts to individuals, 
»s well as in bankrupt affairs, is deposited in the colonial go- 
vernment bank without interest, from which it can be drawn 
when required, only by^the ^uuhier 4>f the office, who is 
responsible for its due application. The sequestrator, on 
every Thursday, which is the court day, is bound to pro- 
jduce his books and weekly accounts to the court of iustice 
for their inspection, and if the court did really and effec- 
tively controul and check his accounts and conduct, weekly, 
it would foe complete and satisfactory ; but it is presumed 
that orders from government regulate many of the proceed- 
ioga of this office, in addition to the instructions under 
which it acts, which also originated in the same quarter. 

The sequestrator, cashier, and clerks are appointed and 
paid by me colonial government, and are removable at 
pleasiare. The £eea and profits which are carried to the 
account of the sequestrator in the government bank, are 

Quarterly laid before the colonial auditor of accounts, and 
le payments examined and compared in that office. 

Hop^t on the S6tb Apiil, 1831, and publbhed and affixed on the 3d of 
May following. 

J. A. TRUTER, Chief Justice. 
By Order of the Court, 

J. T. JURGENS, Sd Head Clerk. 
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CHAPTER in. 

BANKS— WINE TASTER— WINE FARMER, AND VENDUE 
OFFICE. 

SECTION I. 

Tjombard or Loan Bank, and Discount Bank. 

1 HE part taken by the Dutch» in the war between England, 
and America, in the year 1 780, occasioned great distress to. 
their colony at the Cape of Good Hope. The supplies of 
every sort, heretofore sent with punctuality from Holland, 
for the support of the civil and military establishment, were 
delayed, and finally sent in so scanty a quantity as tq be 
unequal to the existing demand. 

In this crisis, Governor Van Plattenberg found himself 
reduced to the absolute necessity of creating a papei-cur- 
Fency, for the relief of the station, by the payment of the 
public service. 

Between 1782 and 1784, when he resigned the govern- 
ment, paper rix-dollars were thrown into circulation to ib^ 
amount of R» 925,219 : 46. Thia transaction was exceed- 
ingly creditable to Governor Van Plattenberg, as, instead 
of tendering a delusive mortgage of land» or houses^ be 
offered bo security but the ^od faith of the Dutch govern- 
ment ; and a solemn promise, that this creation of psiper- 
aoney should ;be redeemed whenever peace would allow 
the accustomed supplies to be sent from Holland* 

la conformity wiUi this engagement, the annihilatiop oC 
rix-dollars 825,904 : 34 took place, between 1 787 and 1 789, 
by a payment to tbajt amount in apecie and bills oa Hol- 
laiid ; leaving only the sum of rix-dollars 99^^15 : 12 afloat 
and in circulatioa. 

UnfiMTtiuiately for the public^ this redemption of the 
pledge &f Governor Van Plattenibeii; gave exti^eme lacilitf 
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to a future governor, to pursue the plan of creating rix- 
doUars on any emergency. 

In the year 1 793i the colony laboured under very pressing 
inconveniency from the want of circulating medium, not 
supposed to exceed, at that period, the sum of 200,000 
rix-doUars; and the commissaries geileml, Nederberg and 
Trykennices, formed the institution of a Lombard or Loan 
Sank, with a view to the relief of the public, and for the 
purpose of checking those usurious transactions which na- 
turally accompany a currency insufficient for the commercial 
and home transactions of any society. 

A proclamation was issued for the establishment of the 
Loan Bank ; and one million of rix-doUars was declared to 
be a circulation adequate to the wants of the colony. Rix- 
dollars to the amount of 680,000 were advanced by 
various. instalments, to form the capital of the loan bank» 
under the direction of a president, two commissioners, jc 
book-keeper, and cashier. The commissioners were autho- 
rised to lend money at 5 per cent, on mortgage of houses 
and lands, gold, silver, jewels, and merchandize or other 
articles that can " lie still," (that is the expression) for 
IS months,/ but not longer. 

On goods of a less perishable nature, a loan might be 
advanced for such time, not exceeding nine months, as 
appeared reasonable to the commissioners. 

In Septemberi 1795/ the circulation of Gape paper 
rix-doUars had risen, by various creations at different pe- 
riods, to the sum of 6l 1,276 : 42, exclusive of the capital 
of the Lombard bank ; nor was there a shadow of real 
property, or even a government engagement on which it 
rested. In a word, the rix-dollar was, and, it is to be 
feared, still remains, merely a counter passing current, by 
a soit of common usa'^e, in all the various purchases isind 
sdles within the colony. 

At- the close of 1795, the Cape was placed under British 
government ; and Governor Sleuskens, in order to prevent 
ttie distress of the inhabitants, by the expected conflagra- 
tion of these shadows, in the shape of- rix-dollars, gained 
from the humanity of General Craig a stipulation, that -the 
goveriitnent farms and public buildings should be a security 
to the holders of the 611,276 rix-dollars, leaving the loans 
from 'the Lombard bank protected by its own mortgages. 
This security remained, and was) on the evacuation given 
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over to the Dutch, government^ in a state of improvemept. 
The rix-doUar appeared, to possess on that day a real 
eventual value^ owing to the casual circumstance of the 
surrender of the Cape to an enemy. 

Shortly after the capitulation^ it became requisite for 
General Craig to draw bills on England for the public ex- 
penses ; and, although he offered the bills at par/ an evir 
dent proof of the. credit in which the rix-dollar was then 
held, he was unable to procure the sum required^ ancl abr 
solutely forced by that refusal to create 250,000 rix-doUars^ 
in paper-currency. A dearth soon after took plac^/ and 
80,000 paper rix-doUais were created for the purchase of 
ricei These two sums, making together 330,000 rix-doUars^ 
were accounted for, and honourably discharged; by the Bri'" 
tish .governor, on the evacuation of the Cape; but^ in 
breach of faith, the Batavian government received the sum 
without cancelling paper rix-doUars to a like amount. 

On a representation from the loan bank, an augmenta- 
tion of 165,000 rix-dollars soon after, took place, whiqh 
was delivered over to the bank as an increase of capital^ 
To. this there does not appear much objection, iais it is 
presumed the mortgages on which it was lent were of an 
equal value, 

. On the evacuation in 1 803 by the British^ the whole 
amount of rix«-dollars in circulation was about two millions. 

From the statement here given, it would appear that^ 
whatever the sum might be, which was bottomed at least 
on nominal security, every hope and expectation of its so 
continviii^g) was dissipatpd by the first proclamation of 1 804> 
on the subject of rix-dollars, whereby a new coinage of rix- 
doUars was ordered, and the old ones recalled. By this 
operation, the whole sum of current rix-dollars created 
with or without security, was thrown into one common un- 
distinguished mass, and all question of priority or prefer- 
ence set at rest. 

A sum of 32,000 rix-dollars was, also gained by the 
Dutch government, in the non-appearance of. old paper on 
the recoinage. 

Between this period and the'surrender to the British in 
1806, there was an. additional coinage of 300,000 rix-dol- 
lars, paper-currency ; and by way of coup de grace, to a^ 
possible expectation of a still existing security for the rix- 
dollar in the government farms, a part of them was sold 
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for th6 dtiiii df SO^OGiO rix-dollun^ tidm^ of which were em^ 
ployed in the annihilation of the lix-doDars for wliich 
trriginally they were pledged ; n^t, in fact, wai^ a single 
rix-dollar destroyed, after I789> by the Batavian gotern- 
inent. 

In this situation of the pubHc credit and of tke colonial 
currency in 1806, the British became masters of the Cape ; 
knd although the honour of the nation was pledged, and 
afforded full confidence to the inviolability of the eapitula-* 
tion; yet every thing remained in a lifeless and doubtful 
state; The currency was withheld by the timorous in the 
apprehension of loss^ and by the usurious, in the hope 
and in the practice of high interest, and great difficulties 
occurred. 

In order to relieve the public Wants, Lord Galedon^ in 
tbat unceasing endeavour to benefit the colony, which 
marked his conduct throughout, established a Bank of Dis^ 
count in 1808, and advanced, ds a cslpital, the sum of 6ne 
hundred thousand rix-doHars from the treasury. Sik per 
cent* was the legal rate of interest at that time, but the 
baiik was allowed to receive deposits, and to pay an interest 
bf 5 per cent, oh alt sums left there for ^ year or more^ 
The public offices were instructed to carry their daily rc-t 
ceipts to the bank, making a considerable addition to the 
floating balances. With this loan without interest, of one 
hundred thousand rix-doUars, with deposits, it is ^aid^ to 
the amount of nearly one million rit^dollars, with the re- 
ceipts df the public departmients, and with the accounts of 
individuals, die bank seemed to consider that every re- 
quired discount might be afforded ; and the public might 
be fully accommodated without danger to the establish- 
ment. 

In Jtme, 18 1 0^ Lord Caledon authorized the creation of 
one million of rix-dollars ; (a measure, at that period, con- 
sidered by many to be of a doubtful nature, leading tb 
the depreciatioii of the colonial currency;) half of w^ich 
Svere to be appropriated to the service of the loan bank, 
and the remammg 500,000, for the purchase and repair of 
the public buildings ; which latter sum was not issued until 
1814 by Lord Howden; and wholly expended before the 
close of his government. 

Some correspondence took place in the year 181£, be-, 
tween Lord Howden, the governor, and llie president and 
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directors of the bank^ on the subject of the deposits at 
5 per cent., and on the general dan^r to the bank of di3* 
CK>unt ; but he yielded to the reasons of the bank directors^ 
and the bank of discount persisted in its usual operations 
daring the continuance of his power. 

In June, 1814, on the arrival of Lord Charles Somerset 
as governor, another system succeeded to the former one. 
Notice was given that deposits on interest could no more 
be accepted, and that those in hand would be discharged 
at the end of the year. Such a decision withdrew the ca* 
pital on deposit, and must have diminished the bank dis* 
counts. Reasons of an imperious nature no doubt occa- 
sioned this departure from former practice ; and his lordship 
prudently considered the profit of one per cent, to the bank 
on its discounts, many of which were for private acconmio- 
dation, and not for purposes of trade or agriculture, as 
being too inconsiderable an advantage for the risk which 
might at any moment arise ; as upon any serious alarm, 
the whole amount of deposits would be claimed and with*^ 
drawn, on forfeiture of the interest ; and a run upon a 
bank of this extent, with only one hundred thousand rix- 
doUars capital, must have brought it to the ground. 

Since that period bank discounts are procured with more 
difficulty, and mercantile speculation has abated. The 
public distress, aggravated by dearth, " has increased, is in- 
creasing, and ought to be diminished ;*' and unless things 
find their level at an early period, imminent distress appears 
to hang over the greater part of the colony of the C^pe of 
Good Hope. 

. Having traced the origin, progress and functions of the loan 
and discount banks, the consideration of the state of the 
currency naturally presents itself. It consists of about 
three millions of paper rix-doUars, originally issued at four 
shillings sterling, a part of which was secured on the go- 
vernment farms and buildings ; but as the paper rix-doUars 
issued under security were never particularized by special 
numbers or marks, and as all were called in and re-coined 
in 1804, there no longer appears any distinct appropriation. 
. It would also be difficult to realize the value of public 
buildings, government houses, and farms, if such security 
did really exist ; for in a case of general ruin, and of the an- 
nihilation of the rix-doUar, where would the purchasers be 
foundj^ if the government would allow sucJi a »ale i And. io. 

D 2 
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dase of capture, where is the conqueror who would permif 
it ? It would probably be his interest, that the paper rix- 
dollars should be buried in the tomb of assignats and 
mandats.. 

The mortgages lodged in the loan bank for sums ad- 
vanced by that bank, are the only available securities, 
which, being sold and realized, might produce a^ dividend 
for the whole mass. Such a condition of currency is de- 
plorable; but combined as it is with the pressing circum- 
stances of the day, it becomes out of all hope that it can- 
recover from depreciation, except by the concurrence of 
very favourable events. The amount of rix-dollars, which 
had been issued by the colonial government, is still due 
from that government to the public. It received value for 
the issue, and is bound to return it. The guarantee of the 
British government, for that proportion which was in cir- 
culation at the capture, is not to he considered a guarantee* 
in words, but as a guarantee of effect. Common honesty' 
requires, that this should be held sacred. It is mere jus- 
tice to. the public, and to its own character, that the Eng- 
lish government should keep its faith, and redeem its 
pledge. The state of credit at the Cape is so desperate,' 
that Confidence in individuals is gone. There is a host of 
borrowers, and no lenders ; and those who are unable to get 
that accommodation which their affairs require, impute it 
to an insufficiency in the circulation, of which there is an' 
over abundance ; and not to the depressed state of their own 
credit, and that of others, added to the natural effects of 
excessive over-trading, which have acted upon England and' 
America in the same manner. Adam Smith considers one- 
fifth, one-tenth, and even one-twentieth of circulating me- 
dium to be sufficient, under difierent circumstances, to cir- 
culate the whole value of the annual produce of a country. 
Let this rule be applied to the Gape, where there is now a 
currency of rather more than three millions, and where the 
whole annual sales do not, it is said, amount to nine millions 
of rix-dollars* Three millions would therefore be more 
than sufficient, according to the highest calculation of 
Adam. Smith, provided extraordinary causes did not inter- 
fere with the freedom of circulation. 

The enormous height of exchange on England (the con- 
sideration of which ranges itself under the head of com-' 
merce) having reduced the value of the currency in ex^ 
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change bn'England to ls» 6d* afeerling per rix-doUar» causes 
the merchant who wants to remit, to possess himself for the 

. time of a large quantity of lix-doUars, for the purchase, of 

. bills on England, upon the day of tender. This may ab- 
sorb, for a short time, a portion of the currency, but this 
occasional circumstance is insufficient singly to give rise to 
con3tant distress, as the rix-doUars so paid for bills go into 
immediate circulation. Any addition to the number and 
amount of the present rix*dollars recommended by some 
projectors, unless grounded on solid security, would be a 

. fraud on the public, increasing the distress; and, if grounded 

. on security, it would instantly cause a further depreciation 
on those which are not so^ iEind make the rix-doUars of dif- 
ferent value. 

An increase of rix-doUars must lessen even their present 
estimation. Paper^^urrency, like every other article, be- 
comes cheaper by over-abundance. The creation of more 
rix-dollars must increase the rate of exchange against the 
colony, as it would give the immediate means to more pur- 
chasers, without adding to the number of bills on sale. 
When the bank note of England over abounds, its value 
decreases in exchange. When exchequer bills are largely 

; issued, the premium lessens, and often becomes discount. 
One main reason for the apparent scarcity of riiirdollars 
is, that a lender cannot depend upon the punctuality of a 
borrower, whilst, by locking them in his chest, he is sure to 
find them on the day of difficulty. Another cause of scarce 
circulation may be thought to arise from there being no 

. colonial government paper bearing interest. There is a 
class of individuals in possession of sums of rix-dollars from 
100 to 1000, who are fearful of entrusting their little all to 

. pfivate debtors, where neither principal nor interest might 
be received without difficulty, and therefore keep it at home 
uncirculated and unemployed, and making no return to the 
owner. The whole of this very far from inconsiderable por- 
tion of capital might be brought into action, were there any 
government security in the nature of exchequer bills, cur- 
rent for ^ all government duties and payments, ejscept for 
bills on England. These government debentures, bearing 
an interest of four per cent, if issued for small sums of 100 
to 1000 rix-dollars, with the principal bottomed on some tax 
QT part of the colonial revenue, wpuld ^pt also as a cur- 
rency, and their produce in rix-doHars might gradually be 
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dc»tn>yed, to- the great relief of tke dfepreeiated cinnihlioig 
medkim** A freedom from coloaial debt is, however^ bo 
poflitiye a good, and so peculiar an exception to the general 
rale of states, that it must be ^iven 4ip unwillingly, even 
for the more active energy of an improved currency. 

The creation of an additional amount of rixniollars, to 
which objections have been made in a former page, has 
bea^n considered^ most erroneously, by some persons 
as the means, if placed as capital in the discount bank, of 
relieving the public distress; to which is added the retmrn 
of the bank to the system of receiving deposits on interest. 
With this is combined a suggestion that the legal interest 
shoiild be raised to 8 per ceQt. in order to keep capitd in 
the colooy, and also to enable the bank to dlow 6 per 
cent, on cfeposits. In a former part of this chapter an opi- 
nion was hazarded of the extreme danger of deposits, unless 
3 bank possessed a large capital at command ; and a rise in 
the rato of interest is a measure directly in opposition to 
the priQciples of ther best ceconomists. Adam Smith 
"writes, that as riches, population and improvement have in- 
creased, interest has declined ; and although this state of 
thin|;s does not appear to have taken place at the Cape, 
yet It would be difficult to show how any relief could be 
given by high interest, or how it could afford any good, ade^ 
quate to the mischief it might produce. One evil would 
be immediate, an advance in the price of all merchan** 
dize. It has been the policy of most nations to keep down 
interest. A low rate of interest assists the state in its fi^ 
nancial operations, and individuals in the iniprpvem^ts of 
agriculture and commerce. 

It must not, however, be imagined, that the paper cUr« 
r^nc^ of the Cape more or less improved, can give effectual 
relief to the exchange on England, as long ^s the balance 



* Since writipg this article^ the colonial government has> by a pro- 
(damation, notified the intention of issuing debentures at 4 per pent, on 
the principle here recommended, for the sum of 200,000 rix-dollars. 
Iliere remains, however, one very material distinction. The govem-r 
ment debentures are not to be secpred oq any part of the colonial re- 
venue, and are therefore no more than an exchange of one sort of unse- 
pured government paper for another. To place colonial paper not oon-^ 
vertible into cash upon a footing of credit, the pledge of something real 
is absolutely necessary ; it otherwise constitutes nothing but a counter 
qi mo&m descnptipa. 



<of jmyments sets «k> strongly against the colony; and were 
govemoient^ in tbis hour of pressure^ to yield to any quack- 
ery in finance^ it would very soon experience that a forced 
attempt to counteract natural consequences must inevitably 
increase the evil, and finally force the colony into toUd 
ruin« 

It is almost superfluous to mention, that there is no me^ 
tallic currency in the colony, except English peimy-pieces ^ 
for it must be obvious to every one, that at the present rate 
of exchange gold and silver coin must have left the Caj>e. 
A period might come in which the creation of a colonial 
metallic currency would produce favourable effects united 
with conveniency ; but it appears to be impracticable until 
the paper rix-dollar rises nearer to par, or ficquires somer 
thing like a fixed value. A few thousand Sj>anish doJlars 
remained, as long as the troops were paid in that coin. 
The rix-dollar, more beneficial to the soldier at the present 
exchange, has been lately substituted ; and of the Spanish 
dollars some have departed for Ilondon, and those which 
remain are making preparation to go upon their travels. 
The golden and the silver age are forgotten by the inhabi- 
tants of the Cape, and are remembered only in Ovid's Me- 
tamoirphoses. 

In the Lombard Bank there is a president, three di- 
rectors, book-*keeper, cashier, and clerk.; and in the dis- 
count bank there is the same president and directors, a 
cashier, an accountant, an assistant ditto, and clerk ; all 
of which are colonial appoint;ments, and removable at 
pleasure. 



SECTION IL 
Wine TasUr. 



The office of Wine Taster wa9 created in .181.1 by Lord 
Howdep, then governor, in consequence of chargefs of 
fraud or negligence said to be practised by the wine 
growers, cooper?, or shippers, greatly injuring the character, 
and preventing an increased export, of Cape wines. 

After the surrender of the Cs^pe to the English, the cul- 
tivation of .the vine advanced rapidly, and wine grew into^ 
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considerable export to Great Britain. Had the quality oif 
wine improved >^ith the rate of export, and th^ tastp of the 
ISnglish been cp^^ulted by increasing the red wines^, the 
projiability is, that the annual consumption of the mother- 
country would have doubled itself, and the wine acquired a 
permanent footing at the English table. 

The sudden deman4 acted in its usual manner, by dete^ 
riprating the quality, apd increasing the quantity, of the 
wines ; ^nd the taster received such instructions as were 
thought advisable, iji ofder tp counteract the evil. By 
his office, he is bound to taste and approve every cask of 
wine for expprtatioi}, and to grant a certificate thereof, 
which, when produced Jo the officer of customs, entitles 
the bearer to a permit for shipment, 

This appointment, leading to an expectation of great im- 
prpvemeut in Cape wint^, assisted by the liberality of Great 
Britain, whp in the ye^r 1313 reduced the duty on Cape 
wines to one-half of that on foreign wine, gave ^ secpnd 
powerful stimulus to the growth, and tp the exportt 

It is, however, impossible for a wine taster to exercise 
a correct judgment, when, from the nature pf shipments, 
there are three or four hundred pipes on which to decide 
in one day. The palate Ipses its distinguishing power, and 
wines of a poor quality and flavour were probably intro- 
duced with others, and passed as good : the market was 
glutted, and the public disgusted Mvith such execrable stuff, 
under the denpmination of wine, 

There exists a doiibt in the mind of many, whether these 
restrictipns of the Wine Taster are founded in justice and 
in true policy. Why should ^ distinction be made between 
wine and other produ^^ ? 

The exportation of all other articles, whether of superior 
or inferior quality, is allowed, and all find their comparative 
value in a market. On what principle of fairness is a wine 
)>oer, possessing a vineyard of meagre quality and flavour, 
prphibited from doing the best he can, or from getting such 
price as may be gained on export? Coarse sugar as well 
as fine is exported from the West Indies. There is Lon- 
don particular. West India and cargo wine, exported from 
Madeira. All these find a proportionate price in the inar- 
)Let, and every one is satisfied. 

To preclude an inferior article from being exported, in 
the hope that all of the same sort may becon^e excell^nt^ 
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is to dontfavene the laws of'soti; dimate, and -inan"«fao 
ture. ^ • . , 

With all this care and interference the quality of Cape 
wine does not appear to be much improved, nor is it in the 
power of the adts of a wine taster to oviercome nature, anA 
to prevent Cape wine from being racy, or tasting of the 
soil.* When price cannot create excellence, thcJ prohibition 
of export will never succeed. 

The wine taster charges and pays to government three 
rix-dollars as his fee on each pipe exported, and one rix- 
doUar for guaging. / : > 

The wine taster is not required officially to pass judg- 
ment on any other wine but that which is for export ; and 
the inhabitants are indulged with the unrestrained privilege 
of drinking wines of the most wretched quality. 

The wine taster, deputy and clerk are appointed, paid> 
^i^d removable by government. 



SECTION III. 
Pagt and Pagter, or Wine Farmer, 

In this establishment, morals give way to revenue. It 
is poor consolation to know that the Cape is not the only 
country in the world in which such a circumstance takes 
place. ^ 

The Pagt is the monopoly of selling wine by retail, and 
the Pagter is the farmer of that monopoly. A government 
advertisement appears in the gazette, fixing the day of 
bidding for the wine farm of the ensuing year, which takes 
place at the stad, or town-house. The manner of bidding 
for articles of value, such as houses, and estates, and exclu- 
sive farms or monopolies, differs from that of other coun- 
tries. The article to be sold is at first put up by the auc- 
tioneer in the usual manner, and the biddings go on to as 

* Dr. Johnson, in his-iife of Thomson, writing of Thomson's frequent 

revision of bis own woris, observes,-;-" Thiey are, I think, improve^J in 

general, yet I know not whether they have not lost a part of that which 

Temple calls * their race,' a word which, when applied to wines in its 

' primitive sense, means * the flavour of the swl.'" 
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Jiigh an anount as .any <me nfill venture, who has no wish 
or real intention to be the purchaser. To encourage these 
apeculators to go on bidding, money sometimes to the 
amount of more than one thousand rix-doUars is given to 
the individual v^ho bids the largest sum on the advance, 
and this is called the strykgeld ; but, in return, the bidder 
jBUSt take the property, if on the down-biddii^ no one 
gives more. When the up-biddings are finished^ and no 
^me advances, the property is put up by the auctioneer at a 
high ideal price beyond the value, and the biddings are 
downv^ards. On a property, v^hich in the hope of this 
strykgeld has been bid up to 20,000 rix-dollars, the auc- 
tioneer will begin the down-bidding at 40,000. He theft 
will call 39,000, 58,000, ^7^000, descending by degrees, till 
someone calls out ''mine/' which finishes the purchase,; 
and provided the price is beyond that of the up-bidder, the 
latter then receives the thousand rix-dollars strykgeld ; but 
if below, he takes the property at the price he bid, receiving 
the strykgeld. 

This plan b advantageous to a seller. The person who 
means really to buy, never bids up, wishing to conceal his 
views, and as he knows others do the same, he is afraid of 
losing his oljject, and, in his eager anxiety, calU out '' mine" 
at a price frequently greater than the real value, or than the 
seller could have procured by private contract. 

The actual pagter exclaimed ** mine" when the bidding 
which, on the advance stopped at 300,000 guilders^ fell on 
the down-bidding from 500,000 guilders to 340,000. A 
guilder is now a nominal coin, one-third of a rix-<lollar, 
which, at the present exchange, is about is. 6d. sterling ; so 
that the present pagter pays 8,500/. sterling for the exclu- 
sive right of vendmg wine and spirits by the glass, bottle, qv 
small cask. 

The sale of the wine farm is an important addition to the 
revenue, and strong regulations (vide Appendix VI.) are 
.passed by government proclamation to guard it from in- 
roads. 

The late pagter opened a very large store or cellar in the 
Burg street : this cellar was denominated the Big Butt, and 
around it, from sun-rise to sun-set, was assemUed every de- 
scription of vagabond in the town, male or female, with the 
addition of half-naked Hottentot men and women, fighting 
and rolling about the street in eterpal drunkenness ; aiid 
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hither a Spartan mi^ht send his children to deter them from 
drunkenness, by seeing^ what a drunkard is. It may be a 
question whether the having one street during a whole year 
a scene of perpetual riot and noise, be preferable to the 
same quantity of nuisance dispersed through the town. 
The present pagter will solve the doubt, for he has adopted 
the plan of opening houses in all quarters, to the number 
of eighty or more, for the accomsiodation of the drunken 
part of the community. 

The soldiers are kind friends to this institution; and 
every soldier is computed to be a monthly customer to the 
amount of five shillings. A garrison of between two and 
three thousand men is valuable to the pagter ; and he haijs 
with rapture the arrival of any additional number. 

The price of Gape wine of one year old, bought fro«i 
the wine boer, is now under fifty rix-doUars, or SL l^f. per 
legger of 152 gallons, and it maybe retailed under one 
schelling, or Sd. sterling, per quart bottle, after it has been 
doctored by the wine merchant. 

A newly arrived soldier, on hearing this, thanked heaven, 
that he could now afford to get as drunk as a lord, with the 
liquor of a gentleman. 

It muftt be obvious that sobriety cannot reasonably be 
accounted a leading virtue amongst the population of Cape 
Town ; at least, amongst the English part of it. 

The experiment of granting individttal licenses was tried 
a few years since; but the sum raised by government was 
so trifling in comparison with the pagt, that the plan was 
abandoned. The pagter grants licenses to individuals in 
fab district, far and near. His farm does not extend to the 
distant drostdys ; but the settler cannot comfort himself 
with a glass or bottle of wine purchased by retail, but 
Aorough the intervention also of the pagter of Us own 
drostdy and his agents. 

The pagt is under the tutelage of the fiscal, who is in- 
structed to take care that the beverage is wholesome, or at 
least as little detrimental as slow poison can be. He is 
authorized to levy a fine, and to spill the liquor if it is 
found to be deteriorated or adulterated^ and this without 
any form or process of law. 

The quantity ol Cape wine retailed by liie pagter in one 
year, is ccunpisted at 1200 leggers, or 182,400 gallons; to 
which nnist be added, 600 leggers of rttm> arrack, and Cape 
brandy. 
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y ' SECTION IV. 

Vendue Office. 

The ^tate of credit at the Cape is so precarious, that 
tradersr and others prefer selling property at public sale/by 
the commissary of vendues, to incurring the rbk of un- 
piinetuaiity in a private purchaser. 

The Commissary of Vendues is a civil officer of govern- 
ment, and the only person in the colony allowed to sell by 
auction, the doing so being a government monopoly. He 
employs four auctioneers, and a proportionate number of 
clerks, occupied in making up the daily sales, of which he 
fenders a copy on stamp to every seller. The commissary 
of vendues clsarges Qi per cent, on all sales of real pro- 
' perty, and 5 per cent, on ail others, which he pays to 
government. There is a charge also for the stamps, copies, 
« See., so that 54 per cent, may be calculated on large sales, 
and 5$ on small ones. The commissary of vendues gua- 
rantees the payment to the seller, three months afteir sale, 
and is himself protected from loss by having the next pre- 
ferable claim, after bonds and the government bank, on the 
entire effects of a dilatory or insolvent debtor^ and by ftu 
immediate exec^Ution, without further process of law than 
producing the vendue roll, before the court of justice. 
There are, however, some who consider the preferable 
claim of the vendue master not to be founded in justice. 
When the number of inhabitants in the early days of the 
colony was limited, and the private sales, except on the 
terras of immediate payment, very inconsiderable ; it was 
just, that the individual who alone gave three months' cre- 
dit, should be protected. At the present day, owing to the 
increase of buyers and sellers, and to more extended de- 
mands, sales on credit to a greater amount than formerly, 
take place at the stores of the merchants, who contend, 
that the debt to the conmiissary of vendues should now, in 
fairness, be only concurrent. The vendue auctioneers giye 
security to the conmiissary of vendue, and it behoves them 
strictly to watch over the credit of a buyer. They demand 
permanent security from the general purchasers, who readily 
grant it, that the course of tiiieir biddings may not be im- 
peded by doubts of their sufficiency. 
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The commissary gives his acceptance at three months for 
the amount of sales made^ ivhich the government bank 
discounts at the colonial interest of 6 per cent, for the un- 
expired term the note may have to run. The colonial 
credit on goods and merchandize at the Cape may be 
estimated at three months. . The vendue rolls are readily 
taken in payment by every one, and are the only descrip-l 
tion of paper-currency besides the rix-dollars that hais full 
credit throughout the colony. The sales of real prop^i^ 
are usually made for three equal payments — one at three 
months, one at one year, and one at two years ; any de- 
viation "^om this is by agreement. This monopoly is very 
beneficSl to the revenue. The gross amount of vendue 
sales is computed to be about 250,000 rix-dollars monthly, 
and to yield a profit to the public purse of 140,000 rix-, 
dollars per annum, after deducting all expenses. To this 
is to be added, the value of stamps on which evety vendue" 
roll must be made out, increasing according to its' amount. 
These may amount to 40,000 rix-dollars more, so that this 
whole branch of the colonial revenue may produce a yearly" 
sum of 180,000 rix-dollars. 

To those who are unacquainted with the Cape, it may' 
appear a grievance that an inhabitant must employ a go- 
vernment auctioneer ; but the security and the currency of 
the vendue note so amply cures evefy objection, that the' 
difficulty is to get a vendue day. 

The amount of the property movable and immovable,' 
as it is here termed, which is annually disposed of by pri-; 
vate bargain, does not appear to amount to more than one-' 
third of the vendue sales ; and the sum of four millions of 
rix-dollars may be considered to be the annual expenditure 
of the colonists, in lands and goods. 

The consumption of corn, cattle, and wine, and of other: 
articles of daily home consumption, is, in a very s^nall deV' 
gree, included in the vendue sales, and are chiefly trans-' 
actions at market, or by private bargain. 

The commissary of vendue, with his whole • establish^ 
ment, is remunerated by government, the amount of all 
profits and fees being paid into the colonial treasury. The 
appointments to the vendue office are made by the coioniaf 
government, and the officers are removable by the stmt 
power. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

BUROHER SENATE-- ORPHAN CHAMBER — PRINTING- 
OFFICE— RELIGION— REGISTER OF SLAVES— AND GO- 
VERNMENT SLAVE LODGE. 

SECTION I. 

Burgher Senate. 

Xhe Burgher Senate consists of a president and four mem-' 
bers> a secretary and town treasurer, who is also assistant 
secretary. 

The president remains in office two years, and receives 
three thousand five hundred rix-dollars annually for his 
services. The senior member succeeds to the presi- 
dency, and the election of a new member takes place by 
the board. Three persons are returned by the majority of 
votes, and their names sent to the governor, who selects 
one out of the thre§. There is also a comptroller and 
auditor, an office newly created, but probably become ne- 
cessary by an increase of accounts. He is not a member 
qf the board; having a separate office in the stad or town- 
house, which is occupied by the burgher senate. 

The duties of the burgher senate are of peculiar import- 
ance to the public ; and the punctual discharge of that which 
the senate undertakes to do, influences the whole Cape 
population. The cleanliness of the public streets, the pre- 
yention of encroachments on the public land, the sale of 
that land, the regulation of weights and measures, an at- 
tention to the supply of fire-wood for the town, and to the 
prices of various articles of first necessity, in order to pre- 
vent imposition ; the management of the reservoirs^ water 
pipes and fires^e.ngihes ; the levy and receipt of the town 
taxes^ the control of the butchers, the duty of suggesting to 
government the necessity of the importation and non-ex- 
portation of such supplies as may be wanted for the people, 
are some of the objects placed under its care. There is. 
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however, one other point of vital importance to the Cape* 
The burgher senate has the entire management of the pub- 
lic granary, and of the town bakers, having the power to 
give licenses to some, and to refuse them to others, without 
the necessity of assigning a reason; fixing the. monthly 
assize and quality of bread, and overlooking every step both 
in the^ndarket and elsewhere, by which the bakery is influ* 
enced ; at one time forcing the bakers to purchase com from 
their own granary, at another ordering them to buy in the 
niarket. In a word, exercising the most domineering in- 
fluence over this body of men, in the view, it is presumed, 
of the public good. 

The burgher senate makes rates on the inhabitants, ac* 
cording to various proclamations, and receives the town 
taxes, which chiefly consist in an income tax, a water tax, 
house tax, and one for the Caffier commando, levied for the 
paym^tt of the expense of the Boers acting against the 
Cafiers. It also receives head money, paid by every free 
person after a certain age. 

It is difiicuit to conceive how it can happen, that men re 
spectable for their character, and for their wisdom and abili* 
tieS' in private affairs, after entering the s tad^-faouse and formii^ 
ia board, should instantly become objects of dislike and der^ 
sion as a public body; charged with unfumess and incapa^ 
city, and with the oblivion of the common maxhns of human 
life in the conduct of the affairs committed to them. Have the 
waters of Lethe forced their course through the stad-hous^^ 

Otte principal cause, is the suspicion of an unequal and 
partial levy of the taxes. It is asserted, that the commaiido 
tax, which is a specific amount ordered by prodamatioo, is 
imposed by the senate in unfair proportions ; that som^, 
•possessed of an indifferent house and small means, are rated 
as high as others, of greater property and more magnificemt 
abodes ; and that other taxes are levied with similar unfaii>- 
uess ; that the Dutch proprietors are spared^ and the Engr 
lish loaded ; that upon remonstrance, or even on an bumble 
request of explanation, the insolence of the lower offieela 
of the department is not to be endured, adding greatly to 
tlie dislike and disrepute of a board, countenancing such 
conduct in their servants. Another powerful oai^e is the 
culpable mismanagement of the granary, of the bakers, and 
of all that concerns bread, '' the staff of life.'' An hui^ry 
people will complain, and the senate ia lovdly charged as 
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beingy through its ignorance ancl sehrility, 1>y giving lyay td 
an export of com with an empty granary, the cau^e.of 
dearth in 1819* and again, through similar imprudence id 
182 1, bringing a scarcity of bread on the people, amounting 
nearly to femine. 

If this imperium in imperio is to exist, let it reform its 
conduct and retrace its stepsi; — ^letit, as the first advance to 
a better understanding, free the bakers and butchers from 
bondage and restriction, allowing thein to pursue iheir own 
private interest in their own way, which is the straight road to 
cheaipness through competition. The burgher senate should 
follow the advice given by a French mercantile body to the 
minister of finance, who^ anxiously inquiring how the grand 
monarque could best serve it, received for answer, ^' Laissez* 
nous faire ;" a saying which every government should, keep 
in mind, when it meddles in commerce or manufactures^ .. 

The first step, and a most important one, is to procure 
by import now^ and by purchase fr<Hn the Boers, .for the 
future, a stock of com adequate to the consumption of sLk 
months, ready to be brought forward at. any moment for 
sale, like the goods of any other merchant ; a thing indis* 
pensably necessary and never to be omitted, in order to 
secure a supply of bread, in a country where the hjarvest is 
90. uncertain and precarious, that a failure in the crop takes 
|>lace every three or four years, and where four thjou^and 
settlers from England, bread eaters, hungry and unprovided^ 
have suddenly fallen upon unfavourable harvests* inade,- 
quate for the supply of its own gradual increase- of pc^u- 
^lation. 

The corn Boer complains that, when there is an abundant 
•harvest, the supply of wheat sent into Cape.TQiivii* in Ja- 
miafy, February, and March, so far exceeds the deman^ 
that without export, the price is inadequate to repay the 
culture ; and asserts, that a sum below one hundred rix- 
ndoUars per load of wheat of ten muids, will neither save 
him from loss in the most abundant season,, or enqour^gjp 
the growth. Whenever the price of corn is help w one hui^. 
dred rix-doUars per load, the grain cominittee of the burgher 
senate should operate as ian export, and purchase all the 
Wheat that is brought into market, . re^prpducipg it like an 
import in October and November, when the markets are 
•bare. These . two : .measured, will assist the . pubUc. ,apd^ the 
Boer, and both will be content. It would tend to equalize 
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vhe pritce of br^ad at a reasonable standard, and It will afford 
to the senate the means of purchasing a fresh yearly supply 
of grain to be stored for th^ public exigencies. 

Let the same meddling system, practised towards the 
baker, (Appendix E.) be withdrawn from the butchery. 
Within a few months, the burgher senate has effected the 
removal of the butchers, heretofore spread throughout the^ 
town, into convenient well an^anged shambles by the sea 
side. Till this period, the owner of the best house in tibe 
Cape might be annoyed at any time, by the establishment 
of a slaughter-house at the next door, which in a hot cli- 
mate is intolerable. The judicial distinction of the indivi- 
dual going to a nuisance, or of a nuisance coming to the 
individual, is unknown here. The removal therefore of 
slaughter-houses was salutary and judicious ; but as meat, , 
when cut up in joints, is also forbidden to be sold in private 
houses by the Dutchers, great inconveniency results to the 
dbtant inhabitants, particularly the poor, who are obliged to 
wander, at great loss of time, to this extreme part, for their 
daily pittance. It must be allowed by all who have wit- 
nessed the clean, well ordered butchers' shops in Bath and 
London, that the sight of so much delicious food is not an 
unpleasing object to those, who are certain of having a 
share, at dinner, of the delicacies they have viewed with so 
much satisfaction 4 

The burgher senate has published instructions to the 
butchers, and even to the butchers' wives, (Appendix F.) as 
oppressive to individuals as the laws of any despot. In 
these instructions, the public is informed that the butchers 
are allowed to occupy the new shambles " gratis." In 
Europe, gratis means " for nothing." In South Africa, it 
means the imposition of a new tax on the public, advanced 
by the butcher on the morrow of the slaughter of each ox 
and cow, two rix-dollars ; calf, one rix-dollar ; Iamb, sheep, 
or goat, one quarter dollar; raising thus on the public, 
(with the consent of the governor) an annual sum of 40,000 
rix-dollars, in the worst possible way, to pay an annual in- 
terest of 7,200 rix-dollars, for the cost of the building. In 
what manner is the surplus expended ^ 

The encroachments of uncontrolled power, whether in 
mighty or petty tyrants, act alike. The bureher senate have 
lately issued regulations, restricting the ripit of an indivi- 
dual to make an alteration in his own hearth, fire-place or 

s 
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chimaey, without their permission. * The pretext will hey 
the danger of fire ; but only one house has been burnt 
down within memory, although chimneys and hearths have 
hem hitherto, under the direction of individuals studying 
their own security, m these domestic arrangements. A 
more absolute or a more wanton stretch oi petty power^ 
annoying the public, was never manifested. 

This fire, though very inconsiderable, is remembered to hav« 
happened in June, 1809> for a whimsical circumstance. A 



•REG ULATIONS to be oh$erotd in Cape Town, in laying Hearths, 
erecting Fire-places, Chimniesy or using Funnels, which Instructions are 
' made hy the Advice of H, M, Fiscal, and by the President and Mem- 
berg of the Burgher Senate, and approved by his Excellency the 
Ginemorx 

1. The proprietor or> proprietors of all houses' bMilt, in future, are to 
dpply to the burgher senate, before fixing the beams where the hearth 19 
to be laid, when a person will be directed to give the ne.ce8sary direc- 
tions thereon ; also, in what manner the chimney piece is to be fixed. 

S. Tfadse erecting a chimney, or fuDuei, are to be Xatist the guidance 
of the person, who is appointed to give directions. ; 

3. No person shall be eutitled to erect a fire-place in hi? house, with-', 
out the previous knowledge of the bui^her senate ^ w|ien the same regu^ 
ktions must be attended to, as in Article 1^ 
• 4i Stoves must stand on iron plates, as nothing else will be allowed. 

5. No person shall alter a hearth, fire-place or chimney, without th« 
previous permission of the burgher senate. 

6. The superintendant of this woHl must be duly respected. 

7. He shall receive for his trouble, in attending the erecting or altering 
hearths, fire-places, chiranies or fiinnels, (which he must attend until 
completed,) two rix-dollars. 

8. It is optional who the person employs, in erecting a health, fire* 
place or funnel ; yet to be uuder the direction of the person, metntiooed 
m Article 1. 

9. Those desirous to employ the person, who is appointed by the 
burgher senate, are at liberty, on paying for the same; save the fixed 
ttim of the said two rix-doUars. 

IQ. Should it be discovered, that any of the above regiidations Imve 
not been punctually attended to, the person so ofiendins shall pay a fine 
of 25 rix-dollars for every such offence : divided, one-third to the town 
treasury, and two-thirds to the person giving information. 

Thus done and decreed, at a meeting of the burgher senate,. Cape oC 
Good H »pe, on the 2?th Febroary, 1822. 

M. VAN BREDA, President, 
By order of the burgher senate, 
^ aforesi^id, 

P. J. TRUTER, Secretary, 
Fiat. 
(SigbedJ^ C . K(. SOMERSET. 
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Stranger^ teiTipe8t4»eal;en and flick, arriviBg ia Table Baj, 
desired to be immediately landed, that be might eDJoy eaaa 
and quiet. The day waa intenselj bot» but going early to 
bed, he M^as shortly after nearly dirown out t>f it» by the 
shock of an earthquake* Terrified, he fled wijth others to 
the fields for safety, and returning in the monuDg, the dajr 
passed quietly. At night fatiguedi he went eariy to. rest; 
and soon after^ the alarm of fire was giv^i, and the nevt 
house burnt down. The stranger instantly ordered a boat» 
declaring " water to be the safestelement : for in the kst forty* 
eight hours, he had been nearly suffocated by the hot air, 
buried by the earthquake, and burnt by fire." 

In the appointment of a board called a burgher senate, 
it would naturally be expected that the burghers or the in- 
habitant housdioklers would have votes, or sonie share in 
the choice of those who were to reguktte all which interferea 
so materially.with their pockets and their enjoyments. The 
colony has been fifteen years in uninterrupted British pos* 
session,, yet no Englishman has ever be»n> selected as a 
menilber, a Gtrcumstadte- causing jealousy, in a body raising 
taxes on the community, where so many Englishmen are 
payers. The burgher senate is, in consequence,* considered 
as a mei^ engine in the hands of government, under whose 
CHrders every thing is supposed to be conduoted; and the 
senators as so many puppets; 'moved by the wires of the 
grand magician of the day. To make^ this hoard accept-^ 
able to the public, an election should take place at stated 
periods^ by the English. aiMl Dutch heusehokUrs, paying 
taxes, who would elect those men who appeared to them to 
be best calculated to perform the duties with skill and 
fidelity. To levy taxes is an odious operation, but meti 
submit to them less reluctantly, when, their appropriation 
is<conducted- by those of' their own choice. This forms 
&e strength and value of a representative board in pecu^r 
uiary transactions. . 

It is not here intended to advance any thing so absurd 
as that the burgher senate might not> by possibility, be- 
come an institution serviceable to the colony. . It might 
even act, in a small degree, as a desirable check on govern* 
raent, in ^latters which relate to the care and domestic 
comfort of the c<^onists ; but to be so, it must be remo* 
delled, and acquire a new constitution. The mayors and 
magistrates of many cities in England are elected by the 

E £ 
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Mrards ; and the duties of these courts, and of the burgfcer 
senate, are in many respects not very dissimilar. If an 
election of members of the senate were to take place pe-^ 
riodically, and the president chosen by the senate out of 
its own body, and approved by government, and the audi* 
lor and comptroller apponited by government, there could 
be no reasonable charge of undue influence. But into 
this, and into all the other numerous departments of the colo- 
ny, it is become necessary to admit a due proportion of Bri- 
tish^born subjects ; nor witt the colonist rest satisfied with 
the ill-judged system of selecting Cape-Dutch for the minor 
boards, almost to the exclusion of every English inhabitant. 

The principle of gratuitous services is high and disin- 
tevested ; but it will '' endure only for a moment." ZesA 
abates ; and whenever business is undertaken without pay, 
it is neglected without much reproach from the conscience 
of the individual himself, or from others. ** The labourer 
is worthy of his hire ;" and instead of giving salary during 
the two yeara of presidency, it might be better to allow an 
annual stipend to every member of the senate, in propor- 
tion to his rank and services. The public would then have 
a fair right to claim intelligence and attention; and the 
senate, elected by the burghers and householders, remune- 
rated for its time, would discover it tobe its interest to be 
careful, and to watch over the public good, and in so doing 
acquire the respect, esteem, and veneration of the inhabi- 
tants. 

The senate has a treasury and a treasurer, and it is to 
be concluded that the large sums of money received from, 
the town taxes are faithfully expended, in the fulfilment of 
the various duties committed to its care; but although 
there is a general knowledge about all other boards, here 
exist doubt and darkness ; — nor are the accounts and ex- 
penses, with the exception of the commando tax, laid 
before the colonial auditor, or examined and passed by. 
him. 

There appears to be so much lending and borrowing, 
between government and the senate, that it would be satis- 
factory if a dear and full account of the large 4Uftd increas- 
ing receipts, and of the disbursements of this im|>enetrable 
and myaterious body, were annually brought forward, and 
printed for the information of the puUic. 
There is one establishment under the burgher senate. 
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t>f which no man can disapprove^ though under Uiat con- 
trottl. The ward-masters, a very respectable class of men 
in middle life, are charged with all the minutie of the 
domestic police of the town. Removals into, or depar* 
ture from, the different parts of Cape Town, by inha- 
bitants, and the aj^artments where strangers or foreigners 
lodge, are all ordered by law to be made known> un- 
der a penalty, to the ward-master, and by him to the 
senate, together with the avocations of the parties. It is a 
duty assigned to them, to take care of the cleansing the 
streets, and to prevent nuisances and obstructions of >every 
kind, and to be on their posts in case of fire. Each ward- 
master serves three years, but, receiving no direct pay by 
way of equivalent for the service, is excused from paying 
certain taxes and imposts. The ward-master is enjoined 
to have his name in large letters on the front of his house, 
for the information of all who require his aid and assistance. 
This officer is compellable to serve, under the penalty of 
the loss of his burghership ; and on refusal, (the governor 
approving) may be sent out of the colony, as an unwilling 
and refractory burgher. 

SECTION II, 

Orphan Chamber* 

It is with pleasure and satisfaction that every man must 
contemplate an establishment so beneficial to society, and 
so honourably conducted by die parties. The qualifica- 
tion for the Orphan Chamber is thus described in the In- 
struction : ^ Orphan Masters are in general to take charge 
and administer to all estates of those who, dying in this 
colony, leave minor heirs, or heirs residing sibroad, either 
ex testaniento or ab ifUestato, provided the orphan chamber 
was not expressly excluded by the deceased ; with the 
exception, however, of the estates of military, leaving no 
children in the colony, which are to be administered by the 
judge-advocate of the garrison, or any other person duly 
authorised." 

The orphan chamber stands so high in public esteem, 
that many of the inhabitants appoint the chamber to exef 
cute the trusts of their will and testament, in preference te 
persons of their own family. There is a little additional 
expense to the parties jconcerned, by so doing, as five per 
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cent is the^oam&uon allowed to th^ privatfe.adoii^Utra- 
tors of the effects of a deceased person. When any bne^ 
not in his Majesty's naval or ^lilitary service^. diqs intestate, 
leaving no chUdren,. or leaving s^ny of them minors^ the or- 
phan, chamber by law administers to the estate; a|id having 
realized the effects, and satisfied the creditors, unless there 
be any settlement before marriage (whicn is very rare) ior* 
terfering with the usual disposition,, they distribute the 
amount amongst the parties who are of age, according to 
the laws of the colony, reserving the shares of minors tiU 
they attain majority at twenty-five. Under the laws of the 
colony the widow taJces one-4ialf, whether it be real or per- 
sonal property, and the other half is divided equally her 
tween the children, whether male or female; and if up 
children, to the nearest relatives of both father and mother. 
No one by will can. deprive a child of its share of the. legi-^ 
gimate portion, which is one*third of the property, where 
there are not more than four. children ; and if more> one- 
half. But a man can leave to hi0 widow, in addition to the 
half she inherits, one child's portion. At the death of the 
widow unmarried, her half descends, in like manner, to the 
children ; but if she has a second husband, and children by 
him, her property goes equally between such husband and 
the children of both beds, as, does the property of the hus- 
band at her death. 

If a married person dies intestate, and leaves children 
under age, the orphan chamber is at liberty, on the. appli- 
cation of the surviving'husband or wife, to suffdr him of her 
toremaifi inposseacdoaof the whole estate, .on condition that 
an inventory be taken, and » fair valuation :be made of the 
same, according to which valuation, the half of the net bar 
lance is assigned to the children in equal shares, andJlc^ft 
ia die hands of the survivor, provided good security, be 
given, that the share of each of the children will be forth- 
coming at their becoming of age. The principle of this 
regulation is, that it is t£e interest of the children th^mr 
selves to have their parent remaining in the undisturbed 
possession of his concern, in order to prevent the danger of 
I088, arising from a sudden disposal of the estate ; and also 
to preserve more fully to the surviving parent, the means of 
educating his children. It is always to be kept in view, 
that community of property among mtarried people is the 
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Ihw of the colony^ unless exoepteV^ or restricted h;ji a settle- 
ment before marriage.- 

In default of children, the succession goes nearly in the 
same line as in England, with the exception that the half; 
blood is admitted to share equally, and that there is no ad- 
vantage from primogeniture* 

If an inhabitant, or a stranger, die at. the Cape without 
any acknowledged relatives, the property, after discharging 
the debts, is sold, and reserved for ** the unknown heirs," . 
and every method is taken for the discovery. If none ap* 
pear within fifty years, the property, until an heir be found, 
IS paid over to government. This, however, is a circum- . 
stance which is said rarely to occur. All wills must be 
produced to the orphan chamber before they are put in 
fbrce by private executors or administrators, and an inven- 
tory where a sale takes place must be lodged, in the cham- 
ber. The very large sums of money which are realized by 
the sales of the effects of intestates, and of other deceased > 
persons, are, during the minority of the parties, lent on 
landed security, with the addition of two personal securi- . 
ties, in order to insure punctuality in the repayment. The 
colonial interest of six pe|r cent» is paid every six months, 
upon any principal sum of not less than 25 rix-doUars^ 
to such as are entitled; whilst property of minors ac- 
cumnlates till majority; but an allowance is made to 
them suitable, to their situations in life and the probable, 
expense of education, according to the judgment of the 
chamber. 

There is no difficulty in the succession of distant or ab- 
sent heirs to the effects of their relatives dying at the Cape. 
They. are required to send a power of attorney, with proofs 
of their consanguinity, and of their title to the inheritance ; 
and on receij^t of the legal documents, the amount is im- 
ihediately paid. After the death of a stranger at the Cape, 
should a friend of the deceased suggest the propriety of 
reserving, such trinkets or remembrances from a sale, as, 
might be desirable for the friends to retain, they are most 
readily reserved by the orphan chamber, provided the debts, 
are not unpaid. In truth, punctuality, ndelity, and proper 
feeling, are the qualities of the orphan chamber at the 
Cape of Good Hope. 

There is one case in which the interference of the or- 
phan chamber appears to be improper, though p^haps not 
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iHegal. If ft :iiianied couple corae to the Cape for n mete ' 
tenlporftry occupatiop, on account of. ill health, or other 
caiise; and one happens to die intestate, leanns ^ildren, 
t^e orphan diamber dainia, and has exercised, me right- of > 
distribution. If, for example^ a wife dies, an English wo^ 
man, who by the laws of her country possesses no pro-. 
I»erty, except by will or settlement, distinct from the hus- 
band, the chamber might take possession of her clothes 
and trinkets, and divide them between the husband and 
children, according to the colonial law ; and it is owing to 
discretion and proper feeling, that the law is not always 
put in execution. 

A board is held every other Wednesday, at which either 
the president or vice-president must attend* Three mem* 
bers make a board. No decision can take place on matters 
of importance, unless the president personally attends. In 
cases where individuals consider themselves aggrieved^ the 
court of justice is open for their redress. 

In the Dutch time, the board, with very different feelings 
from those of this day, helped itself, and deducted its own 
salaries from the receipts. The English government abo- 
lished the practice. The fees and profits are now paid to the 
government funds, and the accounts examined and passed by 
the colonial auditor. There is. a president, vice-president^, 
four members, a secretary, and clerks ; all of whom are ^p- 
pointed, paid, and removable by the colonial government. 



NOTE, 
A ihort Stattment of the Testamentary Laws at the Cape. 

An estate, in Cape-Dutch law, includes that of which a 
deceased person dies possessed, as well real as personal 
property, comprehending debts and actions. 

The right to an estate is by inheritance, whereb3r a per- 
son obtains the actual possession of the property in exis- 
tence, including all actions; that is, all right and claim 
which, the deceased had against another, at the same time 
becoming subject to the debts of th^ deceased, and to all 
legal claims against him. 

The manner in which an inheritance is acquired, is by. 
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la&t will siiid te«taB»e]|t» or by the law of ftuceeasioii— o^ iit««/ 

The disposition by.lftsi will or testeoenl eaicliNles the 
succession by law ; the law only regulating the auocessioii 
when the deceased has not made a will. . . 

WILL OR T£STAM£NT. 

A will is a legal declaration of a man's intention after 
his death. 

Wills are made either before a notary and two witnesses, 
who, together with the testator, subscribe the same, — or 
before seven witnesses specially convoked for that purpose. 
Wills may also be made by the testator, and subscribed 
by himself, without the presence of either notary or wit- 
nesses ; but then the will, being sealed up by the testator, 
must be presented to a notary, and declared to contain his 
last will, of which the notary writes a certificate upon the 
cover of the will, signed by himself, the testator, and two 
witnesses. 

The intrinsic substantial solemnities of a will are : — 
A. — ^The appointment of an heir or heirs. 
B.— The bequest of some inheritance to children by 
their parent, and to parents by their children, at least in 
the legitimate portion ; which with respect to children^ if 
they are four or less in number, is one-third of the net 
amount of what they would have inherited ab intestato, 
and if five or more, one moiety ; and with regard to pa- 
rents, always one-third. 

C. — No disinherison of child or children by their parent, 
or of a parent by his child, is of effect, without assigning 
some le^ cause for so doin^, and proving the same before 
a commission from some judicial board. 

Brothers and sisters are entitled to a legitimate portion, 
only, in case the deceased instituted an infamous person as 
his heir. Except the legitimate portion to children or pa- 
rents, and in the extraordinary case just mentioned to 
brothers and sisters, a man may dispose at his pleasure of 
the remainder of his property, in behalf of whomsoever he 
chooses and in such shares as he thinks proper. 

There are, however, some persons excepted, who may 
not inherit by will ; for instance, persons remaining with 
the enemy, banished persons, illegitimate children, &c. of 
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whicb an enutneratlon may be foond in Van Leewven's 
Commentaries on the Roman Dntch Law. 

Codicil 18 a sort of last will, in point of solemnity nearly 
similar to a testament, but not containing the appointment 
of an heir or heirs, but merely legacies, the appomtmentof 
executors, or some other last disposition ; but not the dis- 
posal of full inheritance. 

There is also a sort of codicillar disposition, requiring 
no solemnity whatever, but merely the testator's own hand- 
writing, or own signature ; provided the testator has, in a 
preceding solemn will, expressly reserved the power of this 
mode of disposition. 

LAW OF SUCCESSION. 

. The law of succession operates where t}ie deceased has 
either made no will at all, or ^hen his will, on account of 
some substantial defect; is set aside. 

In tha first place, the law calls to the succession descen- 
dants. 

The deceased having no descendants, the ascendants are 
called in some cases, and brothers and »ister9 in others. 

In case neither descendants nor ascendants exist, brothers 
and sisters, together with the children of predeceased bro- 
thers or sisters, iidierit; the nearest of kin excluding those 
vho are in a remoter degree related to the deceased. 



SECTION III. 

Printing' Office. . . , 

The liberty of the press is a feeling so congenial to the 
heart of a British subject, that it is mortifying to describe 
such a degraded establishment as the government printing- 
office at the Cape of Good Hope. The annual circle of 
Us duties consists in printing the Cape Calendar and Al- 
manack, and a weekly newspaper called the Cape GazettCj 
which is in fact a mere list of proclamations, of civil and 
military appointments and promotions, marriages, births, 
christenings, deaths, the price of articles of produce, and 
advertisements of sales, the notices of the sequestrator, o£ 
the orphan chamber, of the burgher senate, and other 



boards; &U-of which 19 extreaitely useful to buyers and sel« 
lers, but by no means aiuMsing or instructive.^ Tfa^.pub{ic; 
is. rarely indulged .with, a sci^p of European iat$lligeo<;e^9 
and when such a circMOistance does take place» it CQnsi».tg| 
of matter suited to the submissiv.e state of a colony. Soipci 
account of the defeat of a popular party in a.n^tion^sonie 
praise of a king or of a minister — some quotation from the 
pamphlet of an honourable member, written to persuade 
the public, (vain attempt !) tliat '' it is not eiipected that 
any pei;ceptible advantage will be experienced in priya^td 
life, from all the reductions in the power of any administrii^. 
tion to propQse, in the. present state of the world, and tho 
order of things in this country." Lascelles^ Letter, 
. Here are no extracts froni parliamentary debates,, nothing 
breathing opposition or leading to discussion, for.this inight 
create a Imbit of thinking ; nothing scientific, for that niight 
enlighten ; but the whole is a mass of uninteresting, tastelesi^ 
stupidity* 

Another daily occupation of the press is printing l^nd* 
bills and notices; — and this is the whole range of the Bri- 
tish press, in a colony distant by a three months' voy^g^ 
lirom the mother-country, to the interests and politiq^ of 
which, at this distressful period, the European inhabitants 
are tremblingly alive,* 

The Cape press has hitberto cautiously avoided opening 
a field for the discussion of such subjects of literature and 
of general polity, as might remind the reader of the English 
press, and might assist in opening the understandings ancl 
libfrali^iog the minds of an ill-educated Cape-Dutch po* 
pulation. . , 

It may 'be matter of surprize that, in Cape Town> iqdi- 
▼idiials have not established a press as a private conce^rn^ 
There are men of diligence and talents equal to the under-* 
taking ; but in the Cape peninsula there are not English 
readers sufficient to give a probability of pecuniary ren^UTi 
neration equal to the necessary expenses. Sixteen bu|H 
dred Cape Courants are printed every Friday fevening, of 

♦ Within the year 1821, the Cape press underwent the fatigue of 
printing a sermon against slander; and twenty copies of J 76 lines each, 
in rhyme, entitled "Emigration/* written to immortalise the virtues and 
talents of Sir R. S. Donkik, the acting governor. Both were printed 
by order of the acting governor, and the laudatory one for ht»owii dis% 
trtbu tion in England. ^ 
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^ieh government dispatch by the post of Saturday atyont 
six hundred^ to the drostdys and to the public functionaries 
io the country* without expense to the pities. The dif- 
ferent departments also in Cape Town receive the Courant 
for the use of their offices. The remainder is pnrdiased 
by the Cape merchants and other dealers, to guide them 
in their attendance upon the daily sales, and to inform th^n 
of the government omcial regulations. 

The gratuitous circulation of so many papers through 
the colony, with the insertion of government advertisements, 
and those of private sales through all the drostdys, by the 
Cape Courant, give an advantage against which no other 
paper could stand ; so that, in the present state of Cape 
Town, no such attempt can be recommended. One print- 
ing-press was bron^t out, and government made the pur- 
chose of it ; but the numerous settlers on our eastern coast 
will not long be content to bear their fancied or real griev- 
ances, without the English luxury of grumbling in print — 
and to that quarter men must now look. 

A free press, bearing hard upon the vices and absurdities 
of mankind, is the grand corrective of the present times. 
It holds up infamy to contempt and scorn, and marks ont 
folly for derision. It awes oppression, and bestows on 
worth and merit the reward of public regard. It improves 
the morals, assists the cause of virtue and religion, and 
guides the taste of society. It may become licentious; 
but the powerful hand of the law can chastise its intempe- 
rance. The freedom of the press was the means through 
which English liberty survived the house of Stuart, and the 
more recent attacks of these later days. 

In the heterogeneous mixture of individuals located in 
the district of Albany, there are no doubt ingenions and 
literary men, qualified to be editors of a newspaper ; and 
if it be conducted with temper and discretion, uniting co- 
lonial occurrences with an impartial and judicious sdectifOn 
of European news, politics, and literature, it would add 
essentially to the gratification and improvement both of the 
old and new inhabitants. By the receipt of the weekly 
Courant from the Cape, the proclamations and official do- 
cuments binding on the community, might be inserted ;— 
to this would be added the course of events arising in their 
important portion of the colony, and the advertisement of 
their local trade and commerce. It is therefore to the east 
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that the Cape must look for the liberty of the press, and 
for the knowledge and circulation, through the medium of 
a newspaper, of all which the censor of the preta at Cape 
Town would refuse to insert. 

The Cape Courant is conducted by a superintendant 
and compositor, a corrector of the En^ish, pressmen* 8ic. 
The censor preserves the strictest incognito. The press 
is a source of small emolument to government, through the 
numerous advertisements inserted by individuals. 

The new appointment of editor to the Cajpe Courant 
has lately been made, but it would be a sacrifice of truth 
to state that there was any perceptible improvement m 
style, intelligence, or in vivacity. It is to be expected that 
the politics of the Cape court should give the bias : — ^but 
although the chief dishes are cooked to the taste of the 
head of the table, the other guests might relish them bet- 
ter with the addition of a sauce piquante. . 

This establishment is appointed and paid by the colonial 
government, and its officers are removable at pleasure. 



SECTION IV- 

Religion. 

The established Cape-Dutch church is CaWinistic. The 
duty is performed twice on a Sunday to a numerous and 
apparently devout congregation, and also on saints-days. 
There are three clergymen, who attend alternately at 
morning and evening service ; and catechising the young 
people is at particular periods an important part of their 
weekly duty, which is performed with great regularityi 
equalled by the strict attention of the learner. 

The sacrament is given every three moffdis, and the stores 
and offices of the Cape-Dutch inhabitants are closed on the 
preceding Friday, and on that day there is a church service, 
by way of preparation for the solemnity. 

The Dissenters or Lutherans have lately erected a very 
handsome church at the.top of Strand-street, on the rise of 
the Xaon's-hiU. * The swan of Luther adorns the front. 

* Huss was in most points a strenuous Calvinist, if we may anticipate 
the epithet, but neither be nor Jerom of Prague denied the real presence 
in the Eucharist, and Trensubstantion. It is said, that at his «xecotion 
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The tower and spire are ornamental to Cape Town. This 
church was finished in 1820, at a very heavy expense, by 
the subscription and donations of the Lutheran inhabitants; 
who are numerous. It is said that remonstrance was made 
against a tower and steeple, as being a style of U'chitecture 
to be applied only to the established church. Persuasion 
and menace were in their turn held out to induce the aban- 
donment of that part of the plan. The Lutherans strongly 
maintained their right, and in this instance, taste, protected 
by law, prevailed over presumption, and the Lutheran tower 
and steeple stand a leading attraction in Cape Town. In 
the Lutheran church there is only one predicant or clergy- 
man, who prays and preaches every Sunday morning, and 
on saints-days, also catechising the young people every 
Wednesday in the year. The sacrament is given quarterly, 
and the previous Friday is by Lutherans, as well as by CaJ- 
vinists, kept holy. There is every appearance of strong 
religious feeling in the Cape-Dutch character, and a strict 
•observance of church duties is constant and unremitting. . 
There are public examinations of the progress of young 
persons in Christianity before the elders of both churches, 
and great attention is paid to the poor by the deacons, 
who visit them in turn, giving clothes and money periodi- 
cally, adequate to their wants. The funds are considerable, 
•rising.from money at interest, jTrQm.cbunck donations^ from 
legades of the devout, and from a sum of fifty rix-dollar^ 
paid on. the manuiAis^ion of each slave, by the mai^umitter. 
This latter sum is paid to the established church only: 
which is unjust, as the Lutherans may be called upon to sup- 
port itonumitted slaves of their own persuasion.. The Lu^ 
IJierafi church predicant is alone ' Unpaid by. the colonial 
government, having an allowance of 183 rix-dollars only, 
arising from: some peculiar circumstance. In th^ Dutch 
time, the Lutheran church was dissehting» a^d therefore 
)>eceft of all claim on government ; but now both churches 
dissent from the natimal established form of worship o( 
Eaglmd. The Lutheran approaches nearer to the An^f^an 

in 1415, he asked tlie executioner, ** are you going to bum a Chfoief^ 
(the meaning of Huss in the Bohemian language), '' in one century you 
will have a Swan you can neither roast nor boil." ' This was afterwafds 
interpreted to mean Luther, who had a swan for his>arms,— CA<im&<v*<' 
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cbttrefa ; and of the two, would appear best intitled to a 
government allowance, and it would be difficult at this day 
to assign a solid reason for the exemption. The senior 
predicant of the Calvinist or established church, receives 
from government 3650 rix-doUars, the second 3450, and 
the third is abolished. The English have no church, and 
the service is performed, by permission, in the Dutch Cal- 
vinist church. There are two English chaplains, one civil, 
the other military : both of whom read prayers and preach 
every Sunday morning. No church service is performed in 
the aftemo6n or evening, nor on saitits-days or week-days; 
Bor have the tolling of the bells at the churches, or the 
example of the Cape-Dutch predicants, and the appearance 
of the town with closed shops on every fast or festival, beeo 
of force sufficient to urge the members of the English 
church to a fiiH performance of their clerical duty : and the 
whole congregational church devotion of the English at the 
Cape is conlmed to three hours on the day of Sabbath,. 
except on Christmas day and Good Friday. The sacra^ 
mental service takes place every three months. The civil 
chaplain does the surplice duty for the civilians, and the 
military for the army. Their emoliJimetits exceed the me- 
lUttm value of livings in England, particularly those of the 
civil chaphtin, which are very ample if considered as a re- 
muneration for the duty performed. The clergy at the 
Cape have been, and are, men of learning and piety, and 
not without zeal ; but none of them appear to have preached 
conviction to the minds of their congregation, that an at- 
tendance on evening church service is a necessary part of 
Christian duty. The only individual who, during his mi- 
nistry of four years at the Cape, regularly performed even- 
ing service in the church, turned out not to be an ordained, 
but a self-constituted clergyman of the church of England ; 
and though he was in the pulpit eloquent, animated, and 
impressive, he could rarely assemble a congregation of 
twenty persons. 

The times are now more favourable to devotional exer- 
cises : and who can deny it to be the duty of a minister of 
the Gospel to have church service twice on a Sunday, as 
ordained by the rubric; and once on prescribed saints-days ^ 
or who can say, if opportunity were given, how much grace 
might abound ? 

The Elnglish congregation at the Cape is numerous r 
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the soldiers attend by regbaents^ and their martial tnusic 
adds to the solemnity of the service. 

Lately an English chapel has been established at Wyn- 
berg, formerly a military cantonment, which togiether with 
Rondebosch and other places in the neighbourhood of 
Newlands, the residence of the governor, is now the snm« 
mer resort of the fashionables of the Cape. The clergy- 
man who officiates was sent out by the Church Missionary 
Society to convert the heathen ; and it must be acknowledged^ 
with reluctance, that, being a conscientious man, and bouiid 
by his engagements to direct his ejflforts where there was 
most need, he has commenced his duties by a preference 
not very complimentary to this polite part of the colony. 

In every drostdy there is a Dutch Calvinist church, paid 
by the colonial government. The endowment is in»iffir 
cient, being two thousand rix-dollars. Cape currency, per 
annum, with a house and garden ; but the high pre-^9Bir> 
nence, which the Cape-Dutch clergy hold over the laity, 
may be accounted by them as part compensation for the 
duty. The Cape, however, cannot be accused of havjoga 
slender establishment of preachers, or of being without a 
sufficiency of predicants to instruct the heathen, if capable 
and willing to be enlightened : besides these, there is llie 
whole array of missionaries of the different sects^ not paid 
by the colony. 

PREDICANTS. 

At Stellenbosch j«OOOrix^ollars per annum ;withabouse. 
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garden and land 


Paarl . . . 


2000 




. . Ditto 


Swartland . . 


2000 




. . Ditto 


Caledon . . 


2000 




. . Ditto 


George . • 


2000 




. . Ditto 


Swellendam . 


2000 




. . Ditto 


Tulbagh . . 


2000 




. . Ditto 


Beaufort . . 


2000 




. . Ditto 


Graaf Reyuet 


2000 




. . Ditto 


Uitenhage 


2000 




« . Ditto 


Somerset . . 


2000 




. . Ditto 


Clan William 


2000 




• . Ditto 




MISSIONARIES. 


CaiTraria . . 


1000 


. 


. . Ditto 


Chinnie . . 


1000 


, 


. . Ditto 



tHAPLAINS; 

At CtBLpe Town . 700/. steritng. 

Simon's Town 350/;» besides surplice fees. 

There is a ekurch at Simon's Town» with a colonial chap^ 
hin ; so* thfat those of the English who are disposed to nU 
tend dirine worship have the means within their reach etery 
Sunday^ 

Within these few months, the Roman Catholic reUgioit 
has been mord than tolerated, and subscriptions haVe been' 
collected Irom inhabitants of all persuasions for building- a^ 
GathoUc chapeli * 

It was in die contemplation of the colonial government 
to make kn annual allowance to the Catholic priest : a Pro* 
testant goremment probably might not oppose any means 
of nH^ing the priest dependant; for he who pays, usually) 
directs. The intention, however> was. for some reason aba]i*». 
dotted. In the British regiments, stationed at the Cape^. 
CadioUcs abound* . Government permits a soldier to; at»: 
tend on a Suodayjat the church of his iaith> but <such jpep*. 
misaiott is a mockery, unless encouragement be given to the* 
establishment of the church and the pnest; 

Tberet are many Catholics at the Cape in very respectable 
Situations of Ufe> who have not had the means till. now of: 
partaking of their <>wn religious c^emonies, as, since the 
occupation by the English, no priest had been known to 
reside at the Cape. If this circumstance arose from a 
spirit of intolerance in the English government, it. is ex-^ 
tremely reprehensible ; but if from want Qf zeal in the Ca-^ . 

♦ ROMAN CATHOLtC PtACti OF WORSlilP. 

In my endeavours to build a Roman Catholic plac*e of worship, on il 
ftpace of ground which the bnrgher senate has allotted for that porpose ; 
I appeal for assistance and co-operation to the generQsit^ of the Roman . 
Catndlics of this coloiw. I am well convinced, the selfish consideration 
of the impossibility of their sharing in the blessings emanating from a 
proximity to the visible Seat bf theif religion, will not opfcrtite with the 
Catholics, residing in the interior or difttafit confines of the edlohyi iii 
Weakening the inHuence^ or repressing the spirit^ of their liberality and 
mani$cencei . ^ ^ ^ . ,. 

To the beneficence of Chnstians of other denominations, I may ex-* 
hibit the powerful claim arising from a fellowship in the worship of tn^ 
same Divine Obiect of our gmntdde and our bope», which the enlight- 
ened and liboral views of modem times havef I trusty so happily lai^t 
us all to appreciate^ . . ^ 

P.SCULLY* • 
ir 
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tholics, it affords additional proof, how much the ardour af 
placing themselves in a situation to make converts has 
abated in the members of that faith ; and is, as far as it 
goes, an argument agamst danger to the Protestants from 
that disposition of mind. There has arisen ktely a ^irit 
of intolerance towards sects of a form of worship differing 
from the English church. Is the Cape to adopt in the I9tk 
century the exploded system of religious distinctions i Here- 
tofore the baptisms of the chapels of the different mission-' 
aries, and of Catholics, were, together with those of the 
English, Calvinist, and Lutheran churches, admitted into the 
Cape gazette,' but are now excluded. 

A political commissioner, with the salary of 1600 rix- 
dollars per annum, is an appendage to the Cape-Dutck 
established Calvinist church. His duty consists in prevent- 
ing the discussion of any state-matters at the meetings of 
the clergy or of thd church authorities. If there were snch 
an appointment in England, what an overthrow to the 
hierarchy ; what ruin to die cry of ** church and state" ! 
There would be an extinguisher placed over addcessing and 
protesting clergymen. 

The missionaries of different sects are in considerable 
number, and in great activity ; but the progress made in 
converting the people to Christianity is extremely stow. 
The London Missionary Society alone has twelve establish- 
ments in South Africa, conducted by sixteen missionaries. 
They are under the superintendance of a pious^ learned 
and respectable divine, who is constant and active in the 
cause and duties of religion, and whose zeal, perseverance 
and abilities, together with the active interest, he displays 
in all which regards the instruction of the heathen, may, it 
is to be hoped and expected, eventually produce corre- 
sponding effects. 

The Westleyan Methodists have six missionaries. The 
Moravians have three; one at Genadendal^ one at Witte 
Rivier, and the third at Groene K)oof. In addition to these 
clei^y of different sects, it was agreed between government 
in England and the settlers, that, the head of a party con- 
sisting of 100 families should be entitled to take out a mi- 
nister of his ovra creed, whom the colonial government 
were to remunerate ; which is done in respect of one cler- 
gyman pf the Established church and of one Methodist. 

The main efforts of the missionaries lie in the endeavour 
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to instruct and dvilize the Hottentots^ ivho appear to be 
rireadj under considerable religious discipline and instruo* 
tion. The Hottentot is quiek in capacity, and the progress 
of his intellect rapid ; but there is an unconqueraUe fickle* 
ness of disposition, throughout that horde, incompatible 
iwith the steady efforts necessary for such attainments. A 
Hottentot, brought from his kraal, clothed, instructed, well* 
treated and fed, has been known, after a year or more of 
service, on the departure of a waggon to the frontier, to 
lay aside his clothes, throw a sheep skin over his back, 
and lead the fore oxen of the team, as is the usual service 
of a Hottentot boy. 

This enthusiastic attachment to a roving life presents an 
almost insupierable bar to their domestic service and em* 
fdoyment. 

The missionaries = hfKve, at these different places, in past 
succeeded in teaching many of iheikien to be mechanics, 
and the girls to excel in needle-work, and have encouraged 
a few others to be good and faithful servants. The Mora- 
vians, by the union of usefulness with rel^ipui and making 
industry and devotion twin sisters, have a firmer ^old than 
any other sect. 

The Hottentots at these Moravian missions attend divine 
service regularly, and the melody of their psalm singing 
makes a strong devotional impression on the congregation. 
-Tlie cleanly and^artless dress and manners of the wives of 
ttfae missionaries, and the orderly, devout, yet cheerful man- 
Aers of the missionaries themselves, entitle theoti to the 
favour and respect of all. It would however be most be* 
neficial to the colony; if it be found practicable, to instruct 
the Hottentot, without altering his constitution. 

The Hottentots, both men and women, are shepherds, 
ox-herds, leaders of waggons ; and the men drivers of them : 
and these duties are so absolutely required in the colony, 
that the greatest distress to the community would follow, 
were this class entirely domesticated. 7'here is no part of 
the population so necessary to be encouraged and kept 
up, as' the Hottentot, and none whom government should 
guard with more constant protection. The pasturage ne- 
cessary to support the animals required for the food of 
Cape Town, and of the ship{>ing, is so distant, and the 
flocks of sheep are so dispersed and so numerous, which 
must be driven four or five hundred miles over almost 

F 2 
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trackless headis and mountains, that the supply depends 
on the inimitable skill and inclination of this tribe to tend 
and to drive cattle* All that any one interested in Cape 
t;omforts can bring himself to wish, with respect to what is 
called improvement in the Hottentot, is that, instead of 
continuing to be a wandering heathen, he might become a 
wandering Christian. 

There is a Bible and school commission, und^ the pa- 
tronage of the governor, and under the management of the 
clergy of the established churches, English and Dutch. 
There is another of the same nature established by the 
London Missionary Society. The distribution of Bibles 
and holy tracts is liberal, but vanity is so prevalent even 
in the lower and untaught classes of mankind, that there is 
reluctance to receive or to buy them, in consequence of the 
stamp with the name of the society being affixed to. the 
binding. More would be accepted and purchased if that 
unnecessary proof of the donor's generosity were discon- 
tinued. 

^ The Malays, who are supposed to amount to nearly three 
thousand, carry on their devotion in rooms and halls fitted 
up for the purpose, and occasionally in the stone quarries 
near the town. One of their imams is said to be a learned 
man, well versed in the Hebrew and Arabic tongues, and 
in Al Coran, which he chants with taste and devotion. It 
must be acknowledged with shame and sorrow, that Ma- 
hometanism makes great progress amongst the lower orders 
at the Cape. But where there is the greatest zeal, there 
will be the most effect. 
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SECTION V. 
Office for Idir^Utermeni of Slaves. 



SLAVE POPULATION. 



Ciipe Town and dbtrict, and residency \ 
of SifDon'a Town * 

Stellenbosch 
Tulbagh 
Zwellendam 
George 
Uitenhaee . 
GraaffReinet 



Males 


Females 


Total 


7,114 


4,608 


11,722 


5,892 


3,517 


9,409 


8.654 


1,966 


4,620 


1,546 


1,321 


2,867 


958 


849 


1,507 


56r 


533 


1,100 


1,367 


949 


2.316 


«0,098 

XT_ 


13,743 


33,841 



GplANP ^UMB^R 



33,841 



Cape Town and district, and residency ) 
of Situon's Town • . . • y 

Steilenbo!>ch 

Tulbagh 

Zwellendam • 

George , p 

Uitenahge , , , r * > . 
GraaffReinet ,.,*,• 



peaths&i 


Manumissionst 


year 


1820. 


1 


£ 


8 


& 


1 


144 


91 


4 


18 


257 


120 


48 


^ 


4 


172 


36 


17 


1 


1 


55 


20 


12 





— 


32 


19 


14 


1 


1 


35 


8 


3 


— 


1 


12 


13 


20 


— 


1 


34 


360 


205 


6 


26 


597- 



597 



Total 33,244 



Cape Town and district, and residency ) 
of Simon's Town .... ) 

Stellenboscb* 

Tolbagh 

ZweUendani 

George ,,.•.. . . 

Uitenhage 

GraaffReinet 



Bom in the year 1820. 


Males 


Females 


Total 


161 

225 
65 
36 
34 
20 
39 


158 

127 
63 

42 
40 
21 
54 


319 

352 
128 
78 
74 
41 
93 


580 


505 


1,085 



— 1,085 



G BAND Total 



S4,3«9 



• There appears to be an error in the proportion of births of males and females 
ill Stellenbosch j but it is so returned to the office. 
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The above extract gives a most satisfactory reply to Ac 
assertions of the opponents of the abolition, that the slave 
population coald nojt be kept up without v^r^ great occa- 
sional importation ; as if the Almighty, when he sent forth 
the other creatures, male and female, upon their earthly pil- 
grimage, and bade them increase, multiply, and replenish 
the earth, withheld this high behest frcwn the Negro alofi^, 
placed him out of the general law of nature, and incapa- 
citated him for those results which . bear ^ppn. all things 
breathing. 

There are few living creatures" even with a less proportion 
of females to males than appears in the Cape slave popula- 
tion, which will not increase in number, under fair treatment, 
in a climate not less salubripus than the one from which 
they may have been exported. 

The enregisterment of slaves, much to the credit of the 
government, was in force at the Cape previous to the pass- 
ing an act of parliament for that purpose ; but it required 
prolonged periods to bring in the returns of an unwilling 
%lass of slave-owners, whose conscience became alarmed, 
and whose interests appeared to he invaded^ byrany step 
which led to inquiry and investigation. A proclamation 
declaring all slaves to be free not Unregistered on or before 
a prescribed date, and those children also to be free> wbo, 
being born subsequent to the same date, shall not be regis- 
tered within six months after birth, bf ought the business of 
registry to a close. The slave population extract of 1820 
shows the births, deaths, and manumissions of that year, 
and the strides which domestic slavery actually makes. 
From that statement may be calculated what the increased 
number will be at the Cape of Good Hope in the course of 
a few years, unless the wisdom of parliament provide the 
means of putting an end to slavery at some limited period. 

That the emancipation must be gradual, every man feels; 
but every man feels, also, that the non-import shoMM be 'e^ 
step towards the abolition of slavery. • 

It does not appear^ that any feasible (>l^n of tdtal afooli^ 
tion has suggested itself to the mind of that excellent and 
enlightened public character, to whose unwearied Chrtstian 
efforts this abominable traffic at last yielded in Great 
Britain, 

It is lamentable to learn the disinclination of foreign 
powers to unite in the overthrow of the slave-trade, and to 
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be made aoqaainted-wilh tiie dreadlul extent I0 whidi it it 
cMtkraed «t die pteMot day. Let not Great Britain 'grow 
£unt in this palh of true ^ory. Her perseverance in resist- 
ing the slavery of the world, wh^ti endangered by the am-* 
bition of France, led to those united eftbrts which finally 
OTerthrew the mighty ^oemy of true liberty. We may 
hope, therefore, that her continued and bright example will 
make her the leading star, guiding the nations of the world, 
to abandon for ever a commerce . productive of so much 
guilt to the one party, and of so much wretchedness to the 
olher. 

From the slave population return of 1820, it will be seen, 
that the excess of births over manumission and deaths^ 
amount to 488, on a colonial population of 34,329- Those 
causes which, in the view of Professor Malthus, retard the 
progress of general population, are without op^*ation in 
the slave population of the Cape, Here the morale the 
preventive, and the positive checks are without force. The 
value of a slave is so great, that, whilst nature and dimate 
urge oti, morals, habits and religion offer no impedimentsf 
9md cupidity produces food in abundance, however dear, 
for the increase of so valuable a property. In the neigh« 
bourhood of every house may be seen a swarm of infant 
and juvenile slaves, careless of the future, basking and 
playing at one season in the sun, and at another refiosing in 
die ^ad^, with every symptom of health and happiness. 

This population, with all its encouragements, will, in 
human probability, double itself in about twenty-five years ; 
and in the year 1846, the colony may look to the number of 
nearly 70,000 as its i^ave population. 

The Morning Chronicle of June £9th> 1821, reports a 
speech of Mr. William Smith, a member of the House of 
Commons, of great abilities, and remarkable acuteness of 
lotdlect, and an original and active abolutionist, in which 
that gentleman observes, that ' It was of extreme importance 
to resort to every means to prevent the extension of slavery 
in the Cape of Good Hope.' 

If Mr. Smith could have suggested such practical means 
«8 could reasonably have been adopted in preventing the 
extension of slavery other than emancipation, in a colony 
where 488 new slaves, beyond deaths and manumission, an- 
nually grow^ it would have been well ; but in complete op- 
position to Mr. W. Smith's admonitory observation, it must 
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l>^ iiotic^ tb^tU prevbiidy* ia Jidy> 1819/ die act of the 
§9th of Geo. III. cap, 180, gaye, what appeared effectual 
encouragemeDt to tke e^tensioa .Qf slavery ki tbeCape of 
Good Hppe, Th^t act, in septioa 1 1, provides for the e»- 
pQrt, frqm Qfie British colony to apotber^ ,of any iodefioite 
number pf slaves ; so that the whole or any part of the $lavo 
population of Mauritii^s might be. sent to extend slavery ^% 
the Cape; and the number would be without limit, as thQ 
vnited efforts of the navy and of the goverQmeet of Mau^ 
Ititius^ that is, interest and power, acting in conc^»: have 
teen, and are still, unable to prevent the smuggling of slaves 
from Madagascar. The price of a slave her^ quadruples 
that at Mauritius ; could any naan doubt the extepsioQt of 
slavery at the Cape, thus pr-atected by an act of parliajueQt i- 
Fortunately, however, a proclamation of the Putcb go-i 
yernor, Jaos^ns^ still in force, prohibits th^ landing c^ slaves. 
'!|Pl)u^ a law, prQclaimed in die tin^e of the Dutchs upon 
which the British colonial goverpmefit has since apted^ 
guards the. Cape from those CQnsequ^nces which the legia^ 
^ture most incautiously allowed ; and the colony is pro^ 
iected frpm the entry of new slaves, by a law of its ow«u 
and not by the British parlianient^ 

It may not be imnecessary to add, that the French go^ 
yernment, l]^ving pqssession of the Isle of Bpurbpn, have 
ipow sent put a naval and military force, to repossess them- 
selves of the island of St. M^ry in Madagascar, with the 
consent of the king of that inland ; greater appr^h^Qsioii 
must be entertained of an increase of slaves smuggled into 
the neighbouring isla^nds and colonies, so long as tne jJave^ 
trade is permitted to e;iist by the French government^ 

In the same Rpport, Sir flqb^rt WilsQn thinks it deserv- 
ing the consideration of gqvemment whether it would nol 
be "worth while" to purchase the "few remaiiwg slavca" in 
the colony. Theae few remaining slayesji amounting, aa 
h«[s. been seen, to 34,329, at the low average of fifteen hun-t 
dr^d rix-dpllars each, not half the price of a valnable nian 
slave, will amount to the sum of fonr millions^ onehuodred^ 
nineteen thousand, fpur hundred aud tw^jty pounds 9tep- 
ling (4,119,420/.). Sir Rptjert Wils<pp may therefore coat 
vince hi^ o,w];i mind^ how in^pqssi(>Ie it will be for the £ag^ 
lish government to comply with what he thinku " worth 
while," and to load the people with ^uch an ad<;iitional bur^ 
the^i ^ven in so righteous a cause. . , ■.> . 
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.' It is unneeeBsary to use any retrospect as to the bonduct 
of the Cape-Dutch previous to the surrender of 1806, and 
it is only an act of justice to say, that slaves uoware generally 
well treated. The increased price of a human creature in 
such a degraded state has had the good effect of introducing 
additional care, and of increasing the comforts of their life ; 
and the ill treatment of a slave is now an exception to the 
general rule. 

. ^aves at Ae Cape may be divided into three classes : 
the Negro, the Malay, and the Africander. The Negro, 
who is the least valuable, was brought from. Madagascar 
and Mosambique. These slaves are chiefly hewers and 
carriers of wood, and drawers of water, coolies, or public 
porters for hire, and also employed by the boers, and others, 
as the hardiest labourers of the field. The females are 
washing- women, and engaged in other employments require- 
ing strength of limb and body. The Malay slaves are coach- 
men, tailors, painters, shoemakers, carpenters, and fisher- 
men. In fact, they are usually engaged in every thing, 
where what is caHed cleverness is required. The females 
are house-servants. This class of slaves requires the un« 
remitted vigilance of the police ; for a. theft, or, indeed mis- 
chief of any kind, is rarely perpetrated without the participa- 
tion^ if not by the contrivance, of a Malay. Many Malays, 
by the oeconomy of that money which they have these means 
of procuring, manage so as to purchase their freedom, and 
the number of free Malays is very considerable. The ma- 
jority of them keep small subterranean stores throughout 
the town, in which miquity, in all its shapes, is hatched into 
action. 

The last and most valuable class of slaves is the African- 
bom slave,--i-the produce of an European, or of a Cape 
Dutchman, and of a. slave girl. So many years have passed 
away, unce the Cape has been in the uninterrupted pos* 
session of the Dutch or English, that from, black, this class 
has graduated into brown or yellow, not much darker than 
a Southern European, and many have progressed nearly to 
white. Of this race, both male and female, are the slaves 
preferred by the inhabitants. The men are active and 
subtle in mind, slender, and of good appearance in body. 
The females are rather under the middle size, with a bust 
inclined to fulness. They are well proportioiied, and 
usually have teeth white as ivory ^ and eyes and hair black 
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as jet: lliey are raiarty and-fond of drera, in wUchtlwy excel. 
Both sexes have much 6i the character of the Creole^ 
These skves are engaged in the domestic and most confix 
dential senrices of the house, and frequently in a store or 
vranrehouse where goods are sold. Thie women are the fa«t 
vouftte slaves of the mistress, arrangtag and kaepiug every 
tlwig in order» and are entrusted widi all that is valuahle/--* 
more like companions than slaves : but the mistress rai'dyii 
and the shrve never, forget their relative situations; and» 
however fiimiliar in private, in the presence of another, due 
fbnnprevaib. 

These three classes of slaves hold themselves separate and 
distinct* The Africander slave girl would consider herself 
disgraced by a connection with the Negro, or the produc* 
laon of a bkdc infant ; and the Malays are a sect holding 
both the otheri^ in contempt and horror. 
- Marriages are not permitted between ala.ves» or between 
a slave and a free person ; nor is the practice of Chridtianity 
^coaraged by the master, or any other of its comnuuidn 
ments, except the 6th and 8th, taught to the slave, and per« 
haps tiiose €«ly> because they guard and protect the property 
and life of llie master. 

The conduct of the slave is not restrained by either m<M*al 
or religious ties, a^d bodi sexes follow the natural impnlse 
of their passions #ith African ardour. It would be as ridi- 
culous as ineffectual to attempt to restrain slaves from thiit 
intercourse with each other, or with free people, which the 
better part of them consider to be binding, unless you pro- 
pose to them the solemnization of marriage, which would 
be most acceptable. An inclination to marriage cannot be 
more clearly ascertained than the universal custom of call- 
ii^ each other man and vrouw, (in En^ish, husband and 
wife,) and of the jealousy exhibited by taA party so cir^ 
eumstanced, whenever any thing like preference is shown to 
another. The mischief and misery lay in the detestable 
aystem ; for where little is sown, much cannot be reaped* 

it must noty however, be concealed, that the fondness of 
die skive girls for Europeans is excessive ; nor cau it be de» 
nied, that their powers of seduction are such as. to make the 
4th ode of the 9d book of Horace, '' Ad Xanthiam Pho- 
eeom/' applicable to too many Englishmen. 

Observant of the superiority of English manners over 
those of the generality of natives, and of the generous treatT 
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ment ^kh fthnost every EDgUshinaii jirtctites towards a 
female^ they court their iiotioe> a»d aot unwiffii^ly yield tib 
soltd^tioo. But hare agnin is the effect of the system. A 
whole class camiDt be expected to be chaste ; and, as At 
Bsarriage cefemony is denied, they follow in the path whkh 
to them appears ^e most like to it-^the eofaaliitation with 
one man whom- they prefer. It is to be remembei!ed> that 
here there is, on their part, no breach of a marriag^e Tone, 
which they are not permitted to take ; ik> Tiolmtion known 
to them of Christian . princ^pies and precepts ; for; to tin 
shaate of their masters, these they have not been encouraged 
to learn ; but it is, a sexual preference for men who are af^ 
fectionate and indulgent, over others whom >they find to bf 
comparatively harsh and unfeeling. The dislike of Engliahf 
men to slavery ; their expressions of disgnMst at its continue 
ance ; the frequency of buying freedom for their offspring 
by these girls,, and often for the mother herself, together 
mth the means they furnish for the purchase of fashioodblc 
dress, to which the slave girl is devoted^ are circumstaneea 
which weigh upon fbe affections with irresistible forces 
but to state that their conduct arises from an innate dispo^ 
sition to vice, and that they do not eagerly cling to the hope, 
if possible, of foxing christened and married, is to be totally 
ignorant of their character. 

A mistress undoubtedly is desirous of seeing the slave 
girl, attendant upon her person, neat and well dressed, which 
is the cottsequence of their connection with a free peraoQ. 
6he is conscious, that th^ means are not furnished by hert- 
self, and perbaps is not discontented, considering it as the 
usual course of these connexionis ; but no mistrera in anjr 
decent rank df life ever dressed her female slave for prosti- 
tution, as has been lately stated, or would knowingly suffer 
a promiscuous intercourse to take place, even though the 
girl was sufficiently abandoned to permit it. Wb^never 
diese connexions cease between parties, there is no faeaitar 
tion in the adoption of another man ; but it is dreadful to 
state this to be a copy of what is so constantly practised 
here by married persons, pai ticularly men, under the law 
of separation. 

It is much to be regretted, diat so little appeara to be zth 
tempted towards extending the Christian religion over iht 
slave population of our colonies. All men agree in saying; 
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it would be beneficial both to the owne^ and the slave ; and 
faavinJB^ so said, they do no more. 

. It is reported, that a former governor was desirous of 
having a caqgo of prize slaves baptized as they landed, great 
and small, old and young ; but, upon being asked by the 
clergyman, who disliked the proceeding, whether he would 
undertake the office of general godfather, that being a ne* 
cessary part of the ceremony, it was declined. 

The missionaries, of whom diere are numerous and ex«* 
celleut establishments here, appear to lean chiefly towards 
the instruction of the Hottentots. The Africand^ slave, 
however, abounds in quickness of comprehension, and, if 
permitted by the owner to receive instruction, would afford 
an ample harvest of improvement to the cultivator. Many 
of the Cape^Dutch proprietors have stubborn objections to 
the encouragen&ent of Christianity ; but that is not universal ; 
and the slaves themselves, except the very lowest class, both 
mile and female, are desirous to learn, and anxious to at- 
tend the church. The more regular conduct of the few who 
do so, and the abandonment of an old erroneous idea that 
a slave becoming Christian, becomes also freb^ will, it is to 
be hoped, tend to diminish the prejudice. 

When a slave is made free, the very first thing done by 
the individual, unless predisposed to Mahometanism, (too 
frequently the case,) is to endeavour to learn as much as will 
give a title to be christened ; possibly not at first from reli* 
gious motives, but as being a h^her cast in society. The 
bearing the name of a Christian, however, leads, in inany 
respects, to act as Christians do : to contract marriage ; to 
have their children baptized ; and to attend at church. 
Habits of regularity arise, the mind is broikght into a state 
to receive religious instructions, and though it is not to be 
supposed that an untaught slave can become a Christian 
by merely going into a church, yet it is a certain truth, that 
no one long continues to be a Christian, more than in name, 
who habitually absents himself from public devotion, and 
Ae ordinances of the church. 

The marriages of enfranchised slave girls frequently take 
place. The 60th regiment, partly Germans, talking the 
Cape-Dutch language, were lately disembodied ; and the 
tradesmen and artificers felt inclined to settle atdie Cape: 
they required a small house or apartments, a little fumi-« 
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ture^ and a few comforts, all of whicb the giris possessed ; 
the girls wanted husbands, in order to become honest 
women ; and both parties were accommodated, with' con- 
siderable improvement to their conduct and morals. ^ 

There are a few free schools where slaves are taught to 
read and write on the plan of Dr. Bell ; but the number whd 
attend are said not to exceed three or four hundred* Some 
pious individuals, male and female, give Christian instruc- 
tion to slaves, both children and adults, and it is to be 
hoped that the practice may increase.. It is mere justice 
to departed worth, to mention the name of widow Smith, 
who was for many years zealously engaged in instructing 
the slaves in the Christian religion. She has lately been 
removed to a better world, there to enjoy that happiness 
for,\vhich she was so fully prepared, by a long continued 
course of fervent piety and unwearied benevolence. 

Of all the colonies belonging to England, there is not one 
where (what may be called) an experiment of emancipation 
co^ld be so safely made as at the Cape of Good Hope. 

There are no indigo, coffee, cotton, or sugar plantations 
to be made desolate by labour suddenly withdrawn. It 
would be a colnfort to humanity, to view the extinction of 
slavery, even at a distance. Those who have leisure and 
talents for the subject may consider the degree of danger 
which could arise froin declaring all female slave-children 
bom after January, 18^4, tolbe free at eighteen, with the 
power in the owner to dispose of the term by sale, as he 
BOW does of the slave for life ; that on the children's attain-^ 
ment of five years of age, one hundred rix-doUars should be 
paid by government to the owner, as a remuneration for the 
past support; the future service till eighteen, an age when 
they will be able to take care of themselves, being considered 
as sufficient for the remainder. To accomplish this, slavery 
may for once become the means of freedom, as an .annual 
tax of two rix'doUars on male slaves^ and one rix-dollar on 
women and children, would form an adequate fund for the 
purpose^ 

The number of female slave children born in 18f^ amounts 
to 504 ; and so small a number of female infants, greatly to 
be reduced by death, declared at their birth to be &ee at 1 8 
years of age, could not be felt. Tedious and prolonged as the 
process would be, such is the revolution of time, that in a 
distant period all women would be free ; and as free mothers 
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bring fertb free childreii^ daveify would expire ia a gradual^ 
innperceptiUe maimer, without violence br pecuniary dis* 
tress to individuals. It must not, however, be disguised 
that the mere making these girls free will not be sufficient 
without affording also the means of religious instruction. 
Without that it may be feared^ they would fall into habits 
more loose from the circumstance of being unrestrained, as 
well as uninstructed. There must be religious principles ; 
but surely the establishment of public schools by govern- 
ment enforcing daily attendance for a certain number of 
hours, would not be difficult. 

It is desirable, that those who have leisure and inclin»> 
tion, should trace out and enlarge on this or on some better 
plan, in its consequences so important to humanity. To 
what is here offered, there may be doubtless many objec- 
tions. One prominent one is the apparent injustice of ex^ 
eluding the males at eighteen years from emancipation 
during the first period, and bestowing it only on females ; 
but the intention is, that these girls should be the (stiips) 
root of emancipation, and from them is to spring the free- 
dom of the slave posterity. i^ 

The entire system is such a mountain of injustice and 
misery, that it may be necessary to submit to the tempo- 
rary addition of one particle more, in order that good may 
follow (objectionable as is the principle) in such a case as 
the final abolition of slavery. ' 

The public or private sale of slaves of good charaeter 
rarely takes place, exciept by the distress or insolvency of 
the owners, and by the orphan chamber, or other executors^ 
on a distribution of the property of a deceased person ; and 
when it does in a family where kindness has prevailed, 
the scene of woe is dreadful. 

Whenever it becomes necessary for an individual to sell 
a slave, permission is never refused to the slave to select 
the purchaser, which is usually done without difficulty ; and, 
on a sale occasioned by death, the children or relatives 
either share or buy the slaves of the family ; so that in fact 
there is less distressful alteration in this species 'of property 
(for so it must be called) than could be expected. - 

The annual manumission of slaves chiefly consists of 
girls who have borne children .to free men, and specially to 
their owners, in which latter case the statutes of India. de- 
clare them to be fire^ ; and of family slaivaes emaocipatsd' by 
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the will or at the point of death of the owiie i', Chari^ i$ 
said to cover a multitude of sins, and it is much lo be wished 
that the Cape-Dutch would, in contemplation of deaths 
consider the emancipation of slaves as the highest specWs 
of charity, and take the expression of " covering a multitude 
of sins" in the literal sense of the words. Tfa^ single be* 
nefit must be allowed to arise from slave populatioa, that 
every one is compelled by law to take care of aa aged or 
infirm slave ; and the young and healthy are too fully tUf 
ployed, and too carefully watched by their owners or enn 
ployers, to have the opportunity of following the disgraceful 
example of European fnendicity. 

In this department there is an inspectpr, an. assiatant in- 
spector, and derka, all of whom are appointed andremovaUe 
by the colonial government 



SECTION VI. 
Government Slave JLodge> 

4 

This establishment for the slaves of government is within 
the walls of the menagerie in the public gardens* T!\k^ 
buildings are airy, and well adapted for the purpose. The 
number of slaves amounts to about 200 of difierent. ages* 
To the adults the allowance is one pound of meat, one 
pound of bread, and half a pound of lice per day ; a suffi- 
ciency of clothing twice in the year, and one Cape rix-dollav 
per month (U. Qd.) for tobacco money. Half of the same 
allowance, without the rix-dollar per month, to children. 
They leave the lodge in summer at five in the morning, and 
return finally from work to their quarters at six in the even- 
ing ; being allowed one hour at breakfast, and two for their 
dinner in the lodge. There is a school for the children, 
where they are instructed in reading, writing, &c. and they 
make fair proficiency, according to their age* Of late years 
there has not been much increase or decrease in the number 
of slaves, who are all considered \o be in the employ of 
government. 

Every thing appears to be conducted in the manner best 
suited for comfort and conveniency, and for the improve- 
ment of the children. 

After the abhorrence which Parliament has so frequently 
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expressed of the continuation of slavery in all its forms, it 
may be regretted that an institution of the kind is permitted 
to exist at the Cape, under the protection of its government^ 
and that it should be continued on its present footing. 

The advantage of labour to government is trifling, and 
the work done is no adequate compensation to the colony 
for the food and expense. A few labourers paid for the 
purpose would do more in a day, than the idle though or^ 
derly habits of these men and women incline them to do 
in a week. It would be unfeeling to the slaves now exist-* 
ing in the lodge to do away the establishment, and altering^ 
their nature to turn them upon the v^'orld to earn a subsis- 
tence by industry ; but every child under the ageof four- 
teen, and all hereafter born, should be instantly emanci-- 
pated. 

There can be no apprehension of any want of care for 
the present or future children, as the parents would remain 
in the lodge during their own lives. 

In this manner slavery at the government lodge would 
gradually expire, and there would arise a number of free^ 
active and useful servants to be hired by the government or 
the public, in the place of a dispirited and comparatively 
unwilling slave lodge population. Government would also 
show a bright example, the effect of which might greatly 
serve to prove to unbelievers the superiority of free labour 
over all that can be done by the tame efforts of slavery. 

There- is a director of the lodge^ and a surgeon, both of 
whom are paid and removable by the colonial government* . 
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CHAPTER V. 

OFFICE OF INLAND CUSTOMS— INSPECTOR OF GOVERN: 
MENT l^NDS AND WOODS — RECEI VERrGENERAL — 
COLONIAL PAY-MASTER — STAMP-OFHCE — POSTOF- 
FICE^-OFFICE OF LAND REVENUE— SIMON'S-TOWN, 

SECTION I. 

Office of Inland Customs, 

Xhe collector of inland customs bas constant duty to per- 
form. He receives daily what was called tithes, on wine, 
eom, and other articles brought into the Cape market, tn 
fact, these duties were in the nature of tithes, being origi« 
nally adixme, or one-tenth, of the value of the article; but 
the increase in the price of every thing of late years has 
brought the tithe to a modus, and a load of wheat, at this 
date worth three hundred and seventy rix-doUars, pays only 
three rix-doUars, six schellings ; and a legger of wine, worth 
fifty rix-dollars, pays three rix-doUars also. The modus, 
however, may be called fixed, as wine a few years since at 
the price of one hundred and eighty rix-dollars per legger, 
paid no more, and wheat, then at ninety rix-dollars per load 
of ten muids, paid no less. It would be more satisfiictory, 
and surely more equitable, that the duty should vary with 
the value of the article. 

The government tax, called the heere regt, (Anglic^, the 
lord's right,) is payable at this office by the purchaser of 
any real property, and a certificate that it has been paid, 
must be produced at the colonial office, before the transfer 
or title can be passed by the commissioners of the court of 
justice, and by the colonial secretary. 

The tax of 4 per cent, on quit-rent tenures is a heavy 
charge where property so frequently changes hands from a 
variety of causes as it here does ; and inevitably, at the death 
of almost every Cape-Dutch inhabitant, burgher, or boer, 
owing to the law of a divided inheritance, which brings on 
a sale. ■ '. . \ 
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Within the course of the last five years, several houses in 
Cape Town have paid this tax four or five times ; so that, 
in a no large circle of events, the whole value of the colonial 
landed property is realized also to government. The loan 
or leasehold tenure pays @J per cent, on alienation : but all 
will soon merge into annual perpetual quit-rent, paying 4 
per cent, on every change of owner. 

There are a cpUector, three clerks and assistants ; all of 
whom are paid by the colonial government, and removable 
at pleasure. 

SECTION II. 

Inspector of Government Lands and Woods. 

The inspector of government lands and wood^ is called 
upon to acquire accurate information of die quality and ca- 
pability of the lands and woods in each drostdy, when they 
become objects of the grants of government to individuals. 
He is to examine into the propriety of the grants themselves^ 
recommended by the landdrost, whether there are any and 
what objections from individual neighbours^ or upon public 
grounds. He decides on the fairness of the quit-rent pro^ 
posed, so as not to press too heavily on the individual, nor 
too lightly for the public revenue, and to see also that it be 
in proportion to the payments of others. 

The inspector becomes the fair arbiter between private 
and public claims,, and is an important officer where there 
is an increasing population, and a considerable propordon 
of the colonial domain still open to grants. The destiniea 
of some thousand settlers and boers hang, in a great degree, 
upon the report of the inspector of woods and lands. It is 
not in his province, however, to make grants of industry, of 
sobriety, and of agricultinral skill, or to check the ravages of 
blight and drought ; so that much remains to be done hj 
Ae owner and by nature, when the grant of land is eom«- 
pleted. 

It will be acknowledged) thait die inspector of kmds has 
an unthankful task to perform. It is bis frequent duty to 
set aside the reeonrmendations of the landdrost and heeotn 
radeh of' the dnostdys, possibly made through favour to an^ 
indivichial, or through ignorance of relative circumstances.- 
He has to satisfy the grantee, that the perpetual quit-rent- 
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is not too high, and the government (the grantor) by his re- 
port, that it is not too. low. 

This public officer passes his life amongst conflicting in- 
terests, and the disappointed boers on all sides charge every 
inspector as a blockhead, (though fortunately he does not 
hear them^) and with " knowing nothing about the miatt^ ;" 
indeed, how should he, '^ poor ignorant man, for he coni^ 
from En^and, and it is quite different from the Cape." 

This officer, of such constant labour both of head and 
pen, is appointed and paid by the colonial government. 
He is allowed one clerk, and both are removable at plea^ 
sure. 

The office of translator to government is held by the in- 
spector with a view of creating for him a better salary by 
the union of the two offices. This custom has been cen*^ 
sured in former pages. Why should not the labourer be 
paid his fair hire ? The public complains not of those whd 
work and receive pay, but of those who receive pay, and d6 
no work. 

SECTION III. 
The Receiver-General, 

The receipts of every department of government, whe- 
ther of customs, taxes, or revenue, are paid monthly to the 
receiver-general^ after having been previously compared with 
the vouchers and documents by the auditor-general of the 
colony, and duly passed and approved by him. 

From this office no money can be issued, nor any pay- 
ment made, but under the authority and responsibility of 
the government by warrant. 

The receiver-general exchanges with the public the de- 
faced or worn out paper rix-dollara \ and on his representa- 
tion, a quantity of rix-dollars, equal in amount, (vide Pro- 
clamation, Appendix, D.) are issued, representing those 
which are defaced, and which are sentenced to be burnt in 
thepresence of certain public officers. 

The receiver-general is a colonial appointment, paid by 
government; and with his two clerks reniova))le at pleasure. 
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SECTION IV. 

The Cohnial Pay-Master. 

Thb duty of the colonial pay-master is not to .be classed 
amoi^st the most laborious. His toil appears to be, to 
make himself acquainted with the average rate of exchange, 
and to calculate the amount of rix-dollars payable each 
quarter day to those servants of the public who ar^ paid 
in sterling. He also distributes the pay of the Cape corp9, 
which he remits to their station on the Kaffer frontier. 
These sums he gets by warrant from the receiver-general, 
m^ can he have any rix-dollars remaining in his hands, ex- 
cept the lagging salaries of those civilians who, for some 
r^spn, happen not to receive them when due ; but this is 
fUMisidered as a circumstance very rarely occurring at the 

^rhe colonial pay-master is allowed a clerk to assist him 
through his fatigue, which brings to remembrance the old 
story: "What are you doing, John? — Nothing! — What 
is Harry doing ? — Helping me !" 

The office of colonial pay-master, though not the school 
of industry, may be held sacred, as having been a retirement 
for wit and genius. In this office, Mr. Thomas Sheridan, 
in spirit and fancy inferior only to his father, passed the two 
last years of his life. His social and intellectual qualities, 
notwithstanding the decline of health, gladdened the heart, 
and were the ornament and delight of a small circle of 
friends, in whose memory he will never cease to live. 

The colonial pay-master is a treasury appointment. 

SECTION V. 

Stamp^Offiee. 

A REVENUE raised by means of a stamp is collected with 
such facility, that it is encouraged by all governments. It 
appears to be the simplest and the least oppressive of all 
taxes ; yet, in the last instance, it is the reverse. It grows 
with the growth, and strengthens with the strength of every 
state. The operation at the Cape commences before birth, 
accompanies a man through life, nor departs at death. It 
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is the old man of the sea^ in the Arabian N^hts' Entertain- 
ments, who, clinging to your hack, can never be shaken off. 
Mark the progress of stamps at the Cape, how unwearied 
in their operation ! A stamp of 200 nz-doUars places a 
couple in a situation honestly to give birth to an infant; and 
no objection is made to the payment, being the means of 
attaining so much pleasure and happiness. When a child 
is bom, the register on a stamp attests the circumstance ; 
and who can think about the expense of a stamp on such a 
joyful occasion i Then, as life advances, a stamp is wanted 
for the receipt of your portion of the property you inherit. 
If you vest your inheritance, another stamp is required. 
.An inventory also is necessary, and so is another stamp. 
Your memorial for any appointment in the colony requires 
.a stamp; and the appointment requires another stamp. 
Your petition for a grant of land must be on a stamp ; and 
it is granted on a stamp. You become sick, and the phy- 
sician recommends the warm baths at Caledon ; a stamp is 
required to allow you to go. There is good shooting for 
your amusement there ; but not without a stamp. A wife 
,is repudiated on a stamp ; and a bond for her maintenance is 
given on a stamp. A last will and testament is made on a 
stamp ; the certificate of death is on a stamp ; and the transfer 
of a few feet of churchyard ground for burial is on a stamp: 
and thus before birth till after death, this simplest of all taxes 
adheres. 

The sum of money collected into the treasury by this tax 
is very considerable, and in the present state of the colony 
any abatement of taxes appears to be impracticable ; but it 
must be kept in memory, that the stamp act assisted in se- 
parating America from Great Britain. 

This productive and easy branch of revenue is managed 
by the commissioner of stamps and one clerk, who distrh 
butes also to the drostdys. 

The receipts of the stamp-office are paid into the colonial 
treasury by the commissioner, after deducting his own per 
cenU^e. This is a blamable exception to a general <;olonial 
rule, that all profits should be paid into the treasury^ and 
the disbursement discharged by a distinct warrant, upoQ 
the principle of ascertaining correctly the actual produce of 
a department, and the expense of its maintenance. 

The commissioner is appointed by the colonial govern- 
ment, as is the clerk, both holding their offices at pleasure. 
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SECTION VI. 

Post-^Office. 

The growth of colonial population, and the location iyf 
the settlers on the eastern frontier, together with the neces- 
sity of keeping up a constant correspondence with the 
military near Kafferland, has increased the receipts ai\d 
duties of this office. 

The act of the 55th of the late King, cap. 153. called 
the Packet Act, but more properly termed by some, ** An 
Act for preventing the Correspondence of Parents and 
•their Children, in the Cape and East Indies," gave a tern- 
poraiy check to the correspondence of the Cape, by tripling 
the price of postage, and lengthening the period of receiv- 
ing a letter. The voyage from England to the Cape may 
he estimated, in the common way, at an average of seventy 
days; but, by the appointment of the packet, it grew to 
nearly four months. The reader may remember the tra- 
veller who, seeing a boy fast asleep on the turf and his 
horse quietly grazing, inquired who he was, and was told« 
he was the '* express." 

The judicious repeal of the act placed letter-writing on 
•its old footing, and the post-office produces a revenue to 
the colonial government without pressure on the parties. 
The rate of postage cannot be brought to realize any thing 
considerable, without checking correspondence and com- 
munication, just beginning to dawn in the Dutch popu- 
lation.' 

The post goes weekly, with great regularity, to the 
different parts of the interior, and returns with equal 
despatch. The one to Graham's Town (eastward), leaves 
the Cape on Saturday morning, and arrives on the eighth 
day, a space of near 600 miles, unless prevented by the 
■swelling of rivers, or some other unusual impediment. 
That to GraafF Reynet arrives in seven days, being a dis- 
'tance of about 500 miles. Another post goes coastwise 
to the westward ; and there are also three weekly posts to 
Simon's Town, and one to Stellenbosch. 

Other mails branch off from these lines as required ; and 
government is active in giving every practicable facility to 
isolonial letter-writing. 

There is a postmaster, a chief clerk, and a proper est*- 
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UishmeDt of leltef^carriers^ whose official attendmce is 
constant^ and frequently at very irregular hours. 

All are paid and removable by the colonial govemmeot. 

During the tyranny of the post-office packet act, the 
postmaster received English pay; and the repeal, which 
relieved the foreign world, presses hard on this single 
indiiadiid, 

SECTION VII. 

^ Office of Land Revenue* 

The. ehief duty of this department consists in.coUeotiag 
all. revenues arisiag from lands, whether from leases of 
govemnuoit fannj» and salt-pans, or lands occupied in fre€»> 
holdy on loan or perpatual . quit^rent, and on quit*rent for 
fifteen 1 yoars. .The farms in each district are separately 
entered and alphabetically arranged; and in the event ckf 
sale or disposal of a farm, the name of the new. holder is 
immediately entered in the books. 

. This office is an important branch of the revenue depart<- 
ment, and appears to be conducted with great attention, and 
regularity^ 

The amount of revenue received is paid monthly into 
the treasury, with a list of those who have discharged their 
jrent, which list is also transmitted to the magistrates of. the 
drostdy where the property lies, for their information ; and 
at the end of each year, lists 'of arrears of rent due by the 
different landholders are. regularly forwarded to govern- 
fiient. 

The duties of this office are become more important, by 
the general measure of granting lands on perpetual quit- 
t0at, materially adding to the government land revenue, 
already of considerable importance, and increasing in pro^ 
portion to the additional grants; but the various govem- 
meat payments, collected at the Cape market, on sdl pro- 
duce from the country, weigh so heavy, on the boer, diat 
the annual quit-rent, however light it may appear, is felt so 
oppressive as almost to overwhelm the payer. 

There is in this office -a receiver-general, an assistant 
jficeiver,. a derk, and a messenger, whose name, by an 
extraordinary concord, or as Dr. Square, in Tom Jones, 
would say, 'Vby the eternal fitness of tilings," happens to 
he Samuel. Fagg. 
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They are appointed and semovable by tlie^ doUmiti 
government* 

SECTION VIL 

Simor^s Town. 

This town and bay, the station of the admiral and navy, 
and in time of war animated by the gay and ardent spirit of 
naval officers, is now the abode of duhiess. The road 
from the Cape to Simon's Town is interesting, tying 
through Rondebdsch, Wynberg, and over a heath fast im- 
proving in cultivation, to Muizenbargh. From that pkce 
to the bay, it skirts the foot of lofi^ moimtainsy overfaai^- 
ing the traveller on his right hand, whilst the ocean rolb 
majestically, through the bay, on his left. The scene. is so 
picturesque and beautiful, that it cannot be past for the 
first time without feelings of delight. 

Simon's Town has one long street, with irregular houses, 
white, with green windows and doors, as is usual with most 
iif the Cape houses, and it has a neat appearance. A 
church, barracks, naval hospital, houses for the officers of 
the naval department, a mansion for the conmiissioner» 
commanding a beautiful view over False Bay, a building 
for the resident police magistrate, and a house for the com- 
mandant, are, together with a custom house, the public 
buildings of Simon's Town; but houses unoccupied, or 
inhabited only in part, as the naval houses are, contribute to 
the solitary appearance of the place. 

The commandant is now resident also, and unites the 
pbwer of the civil and military. 

- Simon's Bay being in the Cape district, the jurisdictioa 
tof the fiscal extends over it, and is exercised on any occur- 
-fence of magnitude. 

-.. The commandant, the clergyman, a few officers belong- 
4iig to the navy, and the troops stationed in the barracks, 
the collector of customs, the harbour-master, and three or 
four gentlemen of the naval department, form, with one or 
two inhabitants, the whole society of Simon's Town. There 
.is not even a parish doctor nor a lawyer, as in an English 
ivillagie : the one of whom by attacking the constitution, and 
.the other the pocket, cause some variety in the scene. 

From April to October, during the north-west monsoon, 
Simon's Bay becomes the resort of ships going to, or 
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refresh. On these occasions, Simon's Town is m5re fre^ 
quentedy especiallyMhen the ships of the East India Cooh 
pany are in port. Passengers land, and hasten to the 
amusements of Cape Town, as fast as possible ; whilst the 
Cape inhabitants are going down to the Bay to purchase 
goods, or to endeavour to smuggle them, and to get pas* 
sages to England or India. 

The inns are execrable^ and without decent and proper 
accommodation for visitors ; and every thing which is food 
for man or horse, is extremely expensive, and difficult to 
be got at any price. To cad it extortion would be incor- 
rect, because that which is purchased at a dear rate by one, 
<»uinot be supplied at a cheap rate to another ; and every • 
thing is brought by land-carriage, from distant districts, or 
from Cape Town, " water excepted." 

The country in and about Simon's Bay, is sand or 
.mountain, denying the pleasures of riding or walking, with* 
out equal inconveniency. The single resource is, parading 
the street at the edge of the bay, w^here the eight or ten 
people, before mentioned, daily lounge, to obser\ e whether 
the Roman Rock and Noah's Ark rest on the same spot in 
the bay on which they rested the day before, till the happy 
hour arrives, when, in the comforts of a dinner, they can 
take refuge from the ennui of the eternal " How do you 
do E" repeated over and over again^ to the same persons, 
during the morning. There is one occasional resource to 
,be noticed. It usually happens, as in all small societies, 
tkai amongst the eight or ten, there are two or three at 
variance, on account of some " hearsay" or other ; and the 
vice versa relations of each party, to interest the others in 
their favour, create a little interesting lively venom amongst 
the whole, as long as the matter lasts ; which can be only 
for a short time, until mutual explanation, or oblivion, has 
brought all again into harmony. The only thing which can 
much gratify a stranger, who visits Simon's Town, except 
the leaving it, is a ride, by the mountains, to the real Cape 
Point. 

From Table Bay to Simon's Bay, the voyage is usually 
called forty-eight hours ; yet such may be the difficulty of 
■weathering this point of land, that vessels have been more 
•than a month on their passage. 

The. naval establishment was formerly tixed at Cape 
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Town, snd s party. oS workmen wi»e ttoi sent in tbe .wm* 
tori season over to Simon's Bay. The comnuaaioneridf that 
chrf> a galluit officer, and an able and indefatigable servant 
of the King, who feared nothing, except that a mere 
s€|>hyr from the north might drive his majesty's ships on 
9^e in Table Bay, prevailed on the admualty to remove 
the whole establishment to Simon's Town, where a very 
heavy expense was immediately incurred by purchasing 
and building houses and stores for the department, every 
tbing at the Cape being abandoned. 

• . The naval yard is upon a considerable scale, and adapted 
to refit men of war of any rate, but there are no wet or 
Ary docks.. In the year 1800, Sir Roger Curtis ordered 
the Jupiter, of 60 guns, to be hove down in Simon's Bay, 
-which was done with such success, that since that time 
there has been no apprehension on the subject. 

The Raisonable, of 64 guns, the Revolutionaire, and the 
largest Indiamen, with many others^ have been hove down 
since, without risk of the slightest accident, and as safely^ 
though probably not quite so expeditiously, as in a dock. 

All the officers and artificers of the naval establishment 
are expected to reside at Simon's Town. The commis- 
sioner himself, after directing the removal, escaped the 
hte that Phalaris imposed on Perillus, that of being shut 
up in his own bull, only by sudden promotion to a dock- 
yard in England, leaving to his successor the inheritance 
of a wearisome, monotonous residence at Simon's Town. 

This bay, though it is hardly justice to call *it so, being 
more of a harbour than bays usually are, lies at the bottom 
of False Bay, and is safe and secure at all seasons. 

There are three well-known rocks in the bay : the Whittfe 
or Trident Rock, so called from the Trident striking on it, 
(for misfortune gives a name,) lies nearly in the middle of 
the Great False Bay, and answers to the bearings as laid 
down in all the new charts, and has a beacon on it. The 
Roman Rock, and Noah's Ark, off Simon's Town, are 
always above water, and between them is the usual pas- 
sage, in and out, when the wind is fair. 
. There are two batteries commanding the anchorage ; but 
in order that a stranger may form a more correct idea of 
SiinpOB's Bay, k may be compared to a bow, with a line 
extended from the north to the south battery. These bat-' 
teries could throw shells, ii not shot, across from battery 
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to battery. In the months of March and October, 1807* 
Sir Robert Stopford and Admiral Stirling lay here with fifty- 
three sail of men of war and transports, all within the string 
of the bow, and, of course, land locked. Mr. Barrow is not 
considered as being well informed about Simon's Bay. 

The expense of victualling ships at Simon's Town may 
be computed at one-third more than in Table Bay. Provi- 
sions of every description, whether for mere necessary sup- 
ply, or for indulgence, must be carried in waggons from 
Cape Town, and many articles by the labour of coolies ; 
both waggons and roads being of a roughness destructive 
cf what is not solid. A legger of wine, which may now be 
put on board a vessel in Table Bay for 100 rix-dolliyrs, 
will, by carriage and other expenses, be increased to near 
150 rix-dollars in Simon's Town ; and every thing of bulk 
in proportion. This operates as a great disadvantage in 
the contacts for the supplies to the navy, making a heavy 
addition to the victualling expenses of ships of war, ooHt- 
pared to the former contracts in Cape Town. 

Few merchant ships go into Simon's Bay to trade; ^nd 
the tonnage, in the year 18^1, amounted only to fifteen 
tbcmsand ton. 

The revenue of customs is very inconsiderable^ and not 
much more than sufficient to pay the expenses of the 
establishment. A custom-house, under the cireumstances 
of a port, whence almost every thing landed must be sent 
for sale, by land-camage, to Cape Town, hc^ds out Kttle 
encouragement to importers; and whenever a cavgo has 
•been landed, from any unusual causes, of such magnitWMke 
as to make it necessary to freight a ship with it to Cape 
Town, this latter freight nearly equals the original one. 
Government must regard the custom*<honse at Simon's 
Town, as a post necessary to prevent smuggling, but not to 
prodnce revenue. 

The public functionaries are, a commandant, a resident 
<3Hil officer, harbour-master, collector and comptroHer of 
customs, and a chaplain, who, besides occasioiKil duty, does 
church duty once on a Sunday. 

The communication, by telegraph, between Cape Town 
and Simon's Town is instant. The arrival and departure of 
^ips is immediately made known to each place, together 
with every occurrence necessary to be communicated to" 
government at the Cape, or from it, to* the coiftnrandaAt at 
Simon's Town. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

AGRICULTURE ^ VINEYARDS— FISHERIES — PRODUCE— 
' COMMERCE —CUSTOMS — PORT-OFFICE AND WHARF- 
MASTER. 

SECTION L 

Agriculture. 

Av individual unacquainted with the actual resources of 
tbe colony, upon a view of its situation, would consider it to 

, be a favoured spot for agriculture, internal trade, and foreign 
commerce. Placed in the; temperate zone, enjoying a most 

. delicious climate, it might be presumed that the earth poured 
forth her produce with an unsparing hand, and that the ac- 
tivity of man would distribute it so as to furnish an abundant 

.supply through the whole colony. 

The Cape of Good Hope is in 34^ 9,9f of south latitude; 
and 18^ ^3^ 2" east longitude. The Cape colony, compre- 
hending a space of about 120,000 square miles, offers Cape 

: Town as a midway station between Europe and the East 
Indies. One month's sail from the Brazils and Buenos 

■ AyJtes, less from Mauritius, Bourbon, Madagascar, Mo- 

.s^mbique, and the eastern parts of Africa, it appears to be 
ki possession of the choicest site for the trade of tlie eastern 
and western world. But there are circumstances and re- 

.fltrictions, which, until remedied, seem to set at a distance, 

if not wholly to disappoint, such expectations. With re- 

i gard to agriculture, it must be acknowledged that improve- 
ment has taken place of late years. The beneficial effects 
of English ploughs, acting with more forcci and better 
effect, in the breaking up of hard land for wheat, are 

. undeniable : yet the native corn boer unwillingly acknow- 
ledges the preference, and reluctantly adopts any foreign 
plan. It must in fairness be allowed, that when the season 
has been kind, there appears at the time of harvest little or 
no difference in the English or Dutch crops. The Cape- 

. Dutch boer more than equalizes the disadvantage of his im- 
plements, by superior knowledge of tlie nature and pro- 
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perties of die soil, by a better experience of the variation of 
the climate and seasons, by an unabated industry, contilant 
sobriety, and by attention never abstracted from the coii^ 
cems of his farm. His time and his mind are rarely given 
ap to the pleasures of any society but that of his &mily ; 
nor does he allow any thing to intrude, which may divert 
him from the improvement of his property* 

Great surprize is expressed in various puUkatious at 
what is termed the negligence or idleness of the Cape beer^ 
in not inclosing land. The quince tree of the Cape, and 
various other shrubs, are mentioned as- being at hand, and 
well adapted to the purpose. 

These remarks are not the result of accurate obscr* 
vation. The quince, in particular, requires moisture, and 
although it is a protection for small inclosures or gardens^ 
near dwelling-houses, it sickens, widiers and dies in the 
uplands. There exists an objection to inclosures, ahnost 
as great as the difficulty of forming them, which is, that they 
would be useless on Cape farms. It is to be presumed, 
that the greatest extent of the inclosures would not be more 
than fifty acres, (for in England that is a large inclosure); 
but is it expected that inclosed land in South Africa wouM 
produce the turf of Leicestershire, Warwickshire, or of the 
grazing counties of England, with the usual pond or pit of 
water m one or in each corner f The food for cattle on snch 
a quantity of inclosed land would be wild shrubs, bushes 
jand heaths of various descriptions, upon which a dozen cows 
might browze, possibly, for one or two days, without being 
starved, provided they were not themselves devoured by 
the wolf, the panther, or the jackall : but it would require 
the Rod of Moses to procure water from the rock ; fcr 
under natural causes there would not, except in particolar 
spots, be a drop from the month of November till April. 
Travellers usually remark, that the herdsman and shephefd 
of every country adopt measures best suited to the. caUe. 
Oxen, sheep, and goats, in South Africa, accompanied by 
their guides, wander daily in different directions over large 
tracts of land, on a fiarm of 6,000 acres, from sun-*rifle-to 
sun-set, in order to fill themselves with the soft and succu- 
lent tops of the proteas, and of other bushes and of heatlas, 
and of such scanty herbage as they can pick up, and in the 
course of every day they must be driven at least twice to 
water, and frequently a very great distance. At sun-set 



94 AORLC1UXTURR. 

they(>rBttira homei aad are loi^td in* 9e|>iurale dbded p&m$ 
or krmais, in order to protect them from the wild beasts- of 
the >field ; and at sun^iise their daily nvandmng re-com- 



From this statem^it, a fan* judgment may be formed of 
the inutility of general inclosures for cattle and sheep, and 
of its fallacy, if recommended as an improvement' in African 
farmmg^ the whole system of which> as far as relates to 
raiaing and feeding cattle, rests on a treatment directly cdn«> 
tnry to tlMit of England, and pointed out by the stete and 
noiture of the food and of the country. 

The Cape-Dutch have been accused of neglecting the 
coMvation of various produce^ foa* which it is said the warm 
olimale of the Cape is adapted* It cannot reasonably be 
doubted, looking at their unwearied disposition to acquire 
weahh, but that were there any chance of success in the 
gg&w^h of cotton^ sugar, indigo, coffee, tobacco, and rice, so 
ladnstrious and patient a people would have persevered, 
povtiouterly as there coidd then have been no defid^icy of 
alvres, Madagascar and Mosambique being almost at the 
door. A small iquantity of rice and tobacco of good quality 
tsiprodttced in distant ]^rts of the colony; but there does 
not appear to be encouragement sufficient to increase the 
growth>» diough possibly the endeavour has not been ao- 
compaaied by enterprize and capital. 

Tiie corn boer confines himself to- the growth of grain, 
and- the breeding of horses and a few cattle. The average 
retum of wheat through the colony, according to the best 
opinions, is ten for one. Barley so called (though really 
beer or big) yields forty for one, and oats the same. On 
tfe very best com land, a retum of fifteen for one takes 
idace^ and of barley and oats fifty. 7^he climate will bring 
one crop only of grain * to maturity within the year. The 
BMmth.of April is the seed-time for oats and rye. May for 
buiey, and Jane for wheat : but these different species of 
graia may^ from forward or late rains, be sown or npen two 
or three weeks sooner or -later. Strong showers; com- 
meneingr^arly in April, ongjut to continue with short inter- 
nals- tall July; when, if the season be favourable, constant 
• follow till October. Such a state of the elemfc»ls 



' • B^^id^S th« wiiiWr crop, to WhicHthb rettiftrfcig confined, ther* is ia 
MMimaievcrcip oflodi&ii.corrf^&c.^Riy./ i. ^ 
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secures tke oat and barlej crop ; but it is on heavy showers^ 
late in. October and November, that the wheal crop de^ 
penda. If these fail when the wheat blossoms and goes 
into ear, the plant withers and declines, and the expectations 
of the corn boer are disappointed. This of late has oc- 
curred at Buch short intervals, as frequently to render ther 
supply of wheat bread insuffieient to give abundance tc> 
the population. 

In October and November, 1821, the rain did not fall 
seasonably, nor in sufficient quantity ; and the wheat, Innr** 
ing, for the first time, in the year ld£0 partially suffered 
under a new disorder called the roest, so named from itsi 
colour of rusty iron, has been now so generally infected,: 
that one half <^ the annual produce cannot be expected. 
The roest begins after fogs and damp, succeeded by a liol? 
sun. A fungus adheres to die bottom of the stem,* which,» 
stopping the circulation of the juices required for the nou^ 
rishment of the plant, disables it from feeding the ear suf*^ 
ficiently to produce a proper grain, which, if previously 
formed, is small, and without the usual quantity of farina*' 
lie bearded wheat has been observed to be most subjecttot 
the .roest; oats and barley, which do not suffer so muck 
from it, are harvested in November ; wheat late in Decetti- 
ber. Both are stacked at the edge of the floor, where the^ 
grain is trod out by the mares belonging to the farm, and* 
housed previous to the commencement of the rains * in 
April. 

Until the English possession, very few oats were growa 
in the colony : barley, with chaff from wheat, being used 
wholly for the food of horses : but now a very considersdile 
spread of oats is sown for hay and for threshing. Befori& 
the oat ripens so as. to fall from the ear, the plant is cut 
down, and the swarth dried as in England : and this hay i» 
very superior for food, to what is grown there. To the^use 
of it, in the place of soft meadow hay, is asmbed the cir* . 
cumstance of .a broken- winded horse being of lale yearn 
almost unknown. 

The weight of Cape grain is believed to. be greater than . 
that of any known place^ exc^t Tarragona, and s«m&f<rMf 

* The fundus (if fungus it be) is not confined to the bottom of the- 
stem. It is tormed under the epidermis of the calm, bursts through it,^ 
and somtters a rust-doloured dust^ — Ed. 
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parts ID the Mediterranean. One bushel of the very best 
Cape wheat will weigh 80lbs. English ; barley 60lbs. ; oats 
40lbs. The average weight of the colony may be about 
lOlbs. less in wheat and barley» and 5lb8. in oat^. 

Wheat of the best quality is grown chiefly in Coeburg, 
Groenekloof» Tulbagh, Four-and-tweuty Rivers, Roodzand, 
and Boshesveld. 'rhat grown in Tygerberg» Swartland, or 
elsewhere, is not of a superior quality. 
. The course of husbandry, where strong unclean land 
abounds, is to break it up in August, and to let it lie till 
showers take place in March, and then to harrow it. The 
bushes, which have been torn up, must be burnt, the ashes 
spread, and the wheat ploughed in at sowing time. If a 
strong crop is. reaped the first year, the same land may be 
again ploughed and sown with wheat a second time, and 
even a third ; so great is the force of the gritty red clay, 
which is the best wheat land. Care must be taken to 
plough a little deeper each successive year, so as to turn up 
a portion of new soil to mingle with that which has been 
pulverized in the former crops. After this third crop, the 
land should be manured for barley or oats, if it is wanted 
for a succession crop ; if not, the laud may remain un- 
touched for a year or two, and it will then be again in a 
state to be ploughed^ Oats and barley, if sown on new land, 
or oq laud of good quality, require no manure for the first 
sowing ; but on the sandy soils in the vicinity of Cape Town, 
or elsewhere, manure is absolutely necessary for a crop of 
barley or oats, or even oat hay. 

. Turnips have lately been attempted by two or three 
English farmers, and are said to do well, particularly in the 
farms at the Groenekloof. 

There is very little attention paid to sheep in the farms 
on the Cape side of the mountains, which includes the 
country from Hanglip, in False Bay, to the mouth of the 
Berg River, in St. Helena Bay ; and although the Spanish 
breed has been introduced aud encouraged at the govern- 
ment farm at Groote Post, and the public supplied with. 
Merino rams at fair and moderate prices, yet in general the 
C^e sheep is preferred by the butcher for its ready sale ; 
and by the cook, on account of its tail, so useful for culinary 
purposes : this frequently weighs six pounds, and is com- 
posed wholly of ifat. 

The great supply of sheep consumed in Cape Town and 
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its neighbourhood is from the distant country^ for the far- 
mers on the Cape side of the mountains do not breed a 
sufficiency for their own families, buying their supply chiefly 
from the numerous flocks driven down by the Hottentots 
for the butchers of Cape Town. 

A Cape sheep, even in these times of increased popula- 
tion, is sdld for about seven shillings sterling ; and if it be 
fat, weighs, on an average, about 45lbs. without the ofial. ^ 
There is no shearing of the native Cape sheep, the wool 
not repaying the labour. 

On the farms where attention is paid to Merino flocks, 
the wool is of value and importance, and every necessary 
care is bestowed on the shearing and washing. The quality 
is excellent, and the price on the spot is now about two 
English shillings per pound. The whole of it was ex- 
ported to England, to the amount of about ^O^OOOlbs. 
during the year 182 i. 

It is a severe reflection on the colonists, that they have 
not exerted themselves to increase the Merino flocks 
throughout the vast grazing countries to the northward 
and eastward. The example of New South Wales fs before 
them, and there is no doubt but that, in the mountainous 
and grassy countries of the Cape, a sufiiciency of wool 
might be grown to give an export inferior in value only to 
wine. Great Britain, it is to be hoped, would take off the 
duty of sixpence per pound on Cape wool, for the Ca[>e 
colony requires favour and indulgence, before it can be 
placed in a proper attitude. 

There are about twenty Merino flocks in the colony, 
making a total of about 8,000 sheep, yielding each from 
two to three pounds and a half of wool. The time of 
shearing is from October to November. The ewes bring 
lambs chiefly in March. In these parts, they rarely pro- 



* A Cape sheep killed by Greorge MuUer, butcher^ 3d February, 1822^ 
four years old, stall fed, weighed 160lbs. Dutch weighty alive, ot 174lbt. 
English. 

/Meat 93 

wb«'A«<'>]Sefat- -. : : : : S 

( Head; skin, and ofial . . 4S 

160 lbs. Dutch. 
H 
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dace ipore than one lamb ; but far in the int^rior^ they haye 
..two; and in some places lamb twice in the year* The car- 
case of a two-year-old Merino sheep will, weigh 40lb8. - 
Dutch ; three years old 50lbs. ; four years old 60lbs» 

The goats abound in every part of the colony. They 
are of a large size when castrated^ and are the food of the 
slavey. They live and do well on any pasture, or almost 
on what appears to be bare ground ; and every farm has 
a considerable number. Their docility and their attach- 
ment to the place to which they belong, make them useful, 
by keeping the sheep from wandering or straying;, when 
frightened^ or scared by dogs ; and every flock of sheep is 
accompanied by an allotment of goats ; a proportion of 
which is always required by every Hottentot who drives 
. sheep down from far countries, to head the flocks in their 
long journey, 

llie quality of the milch cow has been much improved 
by the introduction of the Dutch Friesland, or» as it is here 
called^ the Fatherland breed. The native Cape cow |s 
unquiet at the pail, gives little milk, nor even that little unless 
tli^ calf is first allowed to suck. 

The butter, of which a very large quantity \^ m^^de in tl^ 
interior, and brought to the Cape by wi^ops and coasters 
in large tubs and barrels, is of good quality. It is churned 
from the whole milk, not from the cream, only, as in Eng- 
land, and its usual price is about sevenpence sterling per 
pound. Very little cheese is made, and that little, almost 
without exception, execrable. 

The oxen, without whose services the boer is at a com- 
plete stand-still, are large handsome animals ; and if fat- 
tened, as they are in Europe^ would by no means yield to 
them in size or beauty. Of these, every boer, having a 
farm of usual extent, possesses many yokes ; but in mo9t 
farms they require change of pasture for a few months every 
year, without which they become lamziek {lame-sick), or para- 
lytic in all their limbs, said to be occasioned by the prevalence 
of saltpetre, efilorescing from the earth at particular seasons. 
In this disease they lie down, to rise no more. Oxen are 
also subject to other fatal disorders, especially strangury. 

Saldanha Bay, to which many are driven, is called the 
doctor ; and the feeding there restores them to plumpness 
and health. Others send them over the berg, or mountains, 
beyond the peninsula; but all oxen, after the season of 
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{doug^gi 3»id sowing, which redoces them very low lA 
Atnb, require a long term of rest to recruit and prepjwe for 
the fresh labour of drawing the grain or wine to Cape 
Town. The value of a good span, or team of twelve 
young seasoned draught oxen, is A*om 5 to 600 rix-doliar9» 
or about three guineas sterling per ox. 

An ox fit for 'slaughter, weighing from 400 to 500lhs. of 
meat, will be sold to the butcher for about 40 rix-doUars ; and 
a stalKfed ox, extra-fat, as the term here is, will fetch from 
lOO to 15arix*dollars, and weigh SOOlbs. without the offal; 
An experiencied Cape butcher dedlares, that he never 
slaughtered an ox that weighed more than 8301bs. Dutcfa» 
or 89^bs. English weight, without that part which is, in 
England; called the fifth quarter. 

Mules, imported from Buenos Ayres and the Brazils, 
are im eoosiderdble estimation and nikmber, in and about 
Cape Town. Their usual price is about WO rix-doUars ; 
and, working upon little food, and that of poor quality, 
Kvtng where horses would starve, and not requiring care» 
they appear to be useful; but, not re-producingy can never 
be considered profitable stock to the boer. Some few 
mnkfs are bred in the colony, and a good Spanish jackass 
sells for 500 or 1000 rix-ddllars. 

The humber of horses is very considerable. The ori- 
ginal Cape pony, (for few are above thirteen hands and a 
m\f,y /in whose breed there is Spanish Uood, is a most 
estratMTdiliairy aniraai, carrying his cider through sands and 
over hills, without other rest than for an hour or two, at 
the puUic halting-places, called the Uitspan, where he r<AU 
in the dust, and refreshes himself with a scanty bite of such 
grass and herbs as are there produced, and by drinking 
water which very frequently is brackish. These auimd^ 
pace about four miles an hour throughout the whole day> 
but if pressed beyond their usual rate, they give way. The 
original draft horses are of rather a larger size, and eight 
of them will, in like manner, draw the pleasure and dra|( 
waggon of the country, which is the generaland only con- 
venient way 'of travelling through the peninsula and Over*- 
berg, iti the distant drostdys. These waggons have canvas$ 
tihs o^dr them, to defend the traveller from the sun in sumr 
mer, and from the rain and cold in winter. Where! the 
mountains are too high, or the sands too heavy for hor^eei, 
the travelling waggons are drawn by oxen ; and in distant 

h2 
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joumeySy oxen are chiefly used« as grass or buslies' are 
found every where, on which they can feed and w<H'k; 
whilst horses require barley and chaffy or oats, when they 
rest at night, and those are not always to be had. A slave 
or Hottentot leads the oxen, but in the horse waggon one 
man holds the reins and drives by them ; and the boer, the 
chief coachman, coerces the horses with an immense whip, 
with which he performs his part. A masterly management 
of the whip is the pride of a boer. He commences as soott 
as he can hold one, and such is his accurate aim, that a dexh 
terous driver can kill a bird on the ground whilst in the act 
of passing with his waggon, if it be within reach of the whip, 
which is long enough to strike the leaders on any part to 
which it may be requisite to apply it. The Four^in*han4 
Club must not assume to itself the least precedency. They 
are comparatively children in the profession, and wouM 
shrink before the boer, who, in an instant, getting his 'eight 
in hand into quick time, twists them, unassisted by the col- 
lateral aids of beaTing<^p reins, round and round in various 
directions, vying each with the other in address and dex* 
terity, and displaying their well-painted waggons and spi* 
rited horses. This takes place on a Sunday, after service, 
on the space before the door of the drostdy church, which 
is the arena for exhibiting all the powers of complete coach- 
manship and well dressed horses. 

The boer puts his teami into a gallop just before he 
reaches the first rise of a hill, and continues it half way up, 
if the hiU be long; or if it be of moderate length, the whole 
way ; and considers the velocity given to the team to be 
a relief to the weight. As soon as a team of spirited 
horses see the rise of a hill they are to ascend, they start <^ 
at a pace and with a force not to be checked by a driver of a 
puny breed. In truth, nothing would surprize fm English 
coachman more, than the sight and action of the jdeasnre 
waggon of a boer, with its usual appointments in horses 
and driver. 

Amongst the exports of the colony, the reader will have 
to remark horses. It may be stated to have been created 
by the present governor. He introduced some of the best 
bred stallions of England, and by their dispersion, the race 
of horses has been so much improved in size, temper, and 
beauty, as to become desirable objects of acquirement at 
Mauritius and in the East Indies. The visitors from India, 
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i»^ report bither for health, return accompamed by one or 
more horses, purchased for riding, driving, or racing. 
Exclusive of individual sales, cargoes of Cape horses hare 
lately been shipped for Mauritius ; and, as the speculation 
is said to have been advantageous, it may possibly lead to a 
regular commerce in horses with that island. This export 
seems to grow with the improvement of the animal, and 
an important balance of near 300,000 rix-^lollars has been 
paid within a few years for Cape horses ; and that which 
appeared to be undertaken for the gratification of hunting 
or racing, has become a substantial source of profit to the 
breeder, the farmer, and the shipper. 

Amonffst all agricultural stock, swine are least encou- 
raged. There is- a dislike to pork among the Dutch inha- 
bitants ; and it prevails so strongly among the Mosam- 
bique and Madagascar slaves from prejudice, and among 
the Malays from the tenets of their religion, that it requires 
the eye of the master to see these animals even regularly 
fed ; and the supply of hams and bacon from England and 
Holland is so abundant, as to make them an object of little 
consequence to Europeans. 

A' flock of geese is a valuable appendage to a iarm. 
Whether in the town or in the country, every Cape-Dutch 
sleeper reposes on a feather bed and on three or four pil- 
lows, and as the individual increases in corpulency, so do the 
pillows in number. This inclination to fatness is so certain 
to take place, particularly in the Cape female, that six 
pillows are required as the least possible accompanimetrt 
for each bed. The consequence is, that at every farm the 
featherless breasts of numerous geese present themselves to 
notice. They yield considerable profit, by a ihree-foW 
plucking during the warm season. 

The boers in some respects resemble the yeomanry of 
England. They are the proprietors of the farms, or places 
as they call them, which they occupy in right of ownership, 
subject to an annual payment to government, as the 
original lord of the soil. Such a thing as land on r^tit, 
from the owner to another, is hardly known. The lands 
are held under one of the five following tenures : first, free- 
hold (eigendom), of which description few farms exceed 
sixty morgen, or about 120 English acres. The greater 
part of these were formerly granted for a sum of money 
p«id down; consequently the government of this day 



102 .4^«HQUWVHJ:^ 

i«o«ive».tio advstttege fmnti)e. grails* TUs. mmr<^ i# a#w 

in disuse* and none o£ t^is dies^riptipn have Imw Q^ade 

iatterly. 

<.. Second* Perpejtual loai^places (leeniiig ^igepdogca)* also 

«9W ui4isus^> consisting of about 60 moi;gea.(lj20 acjres) 

of freehold land, given on the resuo^ption of the }(^9Jar 

sight* and for which there is mi annujal payn^ent of 25 rix- 

dollars, to government. 

I Third, Loan-places (leening)*, g^eraUy.onelialf'-hQUirfs 

^alk. every way from the centre*. at a usual pace. An 

amiual, payment to government of ^ rix*dollars. is charged 

on these. 

• Fourth* Fifteen yqars quit-rent; leases. These consist in 

4Ui indefinite but smidl quantity of land* The leases are 

•expiring, and are not expected to be renewed. The usual 

jaimual payment to government was four schellings for a 

morgen* or two acres. 

The fifth is the perpetual' ouit-rent lands, from one mor^ 
gien to 3000 and upwards. The annual payniept depend^ 
upon the quality. and circumstances of th§ lam}; JMit on 
loan-places* converted into quit-rent* qo greater .payment 
iban 250 ux-doUars per aonum is allowed to b^ ta^en. 
:. Nothing can be so plain and simple* and at. the s^me 
•^ime. so . free from all possible. doubt, and disput^ji^s the 
title to estates in. the Cape colony. They all emanate 
irom the governments o( that day, y^hether. I)utcb or 
JS^iglish* which had possession of the Cape .when the grant 
.wa3 made. 

To acquire land* the first step is a memorial (o, tlie 
governor* praying a grant of c^r^uiu laiid on perpetual 
iquit-rent; this is referred to the landdrpst and he^mraden of 
the district where the land lies ; a^d if th^ere be no ob- 
jection by reason of interference or encroachment on the 
^ivate. rights of another* or any objection on public 
^[rounds of roads* fountains* ,or such matters* the. gov^rn- 
.m^nt svvorn surveyor mak^s out hisi, diagrai^ . or. plap* and 
^particular description and ineasur^ment of tb^ land, .whioh* 
Mtfit being approved by thci landdrost . and heemradep*. is 
ipr^^rd^d by him to the governor. . {f tlie governor con^ 
jBents to the grant* a deed is made out in duplicate* with a 
icoiT^ct description apd chart ; ope part of > vyhich is giv^eu 
to the part^* wd the other is registered*: and remains in the 
\OQloiiiai oj&ce. Possessed of this grant* if t^p owner de- 
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mes la moi tg a ge die land,- he brings his tdle to the colonial 
ofioe^ where a bond for «he mnoitnt of money to be ad- 
vau^adon theseeiiri^ of the land is prepafn^d and executed, 
before two cottmiasionerB of the court' of juiitiee^ sitting 
at the dHDmal ^office every Friday, for the purpose, and in 

• die presence of the ootonial secretary, who so certifies on 
: Hie bond itself. These bonds are entered in a book, called 

the Register of Debts, and are preferable claims on every 

• estate, real m- personal, according to the date of registry. 
'Thei%can*be ao valid or legal- mortgage on an estate unless 

the homd, oaHed shfpgennii, be registered in the colonial 
offiee; and in case of sale, no transfer can be made thrbueh 
"the colonial office by the commissioners, tiH after a settfe- 
(ment of all bonds, either by the mortgager consenting to 
coolinue his loan on the securities of the new purchaser, 
or by repayment. When that is arranged, a fresh transfer, 
referring to the old one from the proprietor to the buyer, is 
prepared, and they both attend, or some one for them by 
power of attorney, when the one makes over, and the other 
^accepts, the'traiU^er before the cofnmissioner of- the court 
*of juatice' aikd the colonial secretary. This also is in du- 
plicate, one part of which is delivered to the office and'i'd- 
itained for registry, the same as in an original grant, and 
the purchaser departs with his title complete. 

Thus, without a possibility of fraud, or of the existence 
of claims -withheld^ or mortgages concealed, may the largest 
•and best conditioned^ or the most involved, estate. Where 
parties consent, be sold and transferred from one owner to 
andthen on a cou(^ of sheets,, or less, of paper. 

Before any transfer is signed, a oertificat&ttiust be pro- 
educed to the colonial office, from the > collector of inland 
customs, that the sale price has been declared on Oath, and 
the duty of two and a half per cent, on loan places, or four 
pev c^t. on others,- has been received by him. 

No deed before a notary can^ convey land, nor is any tMe 
-good, or rather there is no title to land, but by transfer at 
the colonial office in the way before stated. It must be 
obvious that this expeditious^ yet clea,r and secure manner 
of conveying property from one to another^ can be practised 
only in countries where the transactions are simple, and 
where the property is of recent birth smd ownership. 
There is no raster of a grant of lauds previous to the 
year 1685. 

The ponderous mass of English conveyances is perhaps 
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absolutely cequkfd in thftt countvy, where die krars of Mt- 
tlemtoit, of pcimogenitureyfHid of eataiU have beeDgrowng 
for ages ; and where the legal trappings of many cenftuma 
must necessarily be in strict force and effect. 

In the Cape colony there are few fiernns or places that 
remain long in the same family ; probably not during two 
descents. The legal distribution of property between all 
the children of a family, whether male or female, rendeis 
the sale of an estate usual on the denth of the owner. 
Sometimes the whole is purchased by one son; but fre- 
quently it is sold in parts : and very soon the whole goes 
into other hands. The estate of the Cloetes, at Con- 
. stantia, had descended from father to son, upon the pay- 
ment of a sum to each of the other children m proportion 
to the claim ; but of this there were few examples ; and it 
no longer is in force at Constantia. 

There is in the colony none of that strong innate feeling 
of regard for a native spot, which obtains in En^and ; no 
attachment to the place, where the years of boyhood were 
played away. Such a sensation could not be understood or 
felt by a Cape-Dutchman. So much land, of such a 

2uality, will produce so much corn; so much veldt, or 
eld, will feed so many oxen, cows, and horses ; no matter 
where. 

By the following statement of a three years average of 
the quantity of wheat brought into Cape Town since aaid 
inclusive of 1804, it will be seen how far the supply to the 
Cape, and consequently the growth of corn, has increased 
of late years. The granary at the Cape being a dep6t far 
the supply of Batavia and the eastern possessions of Hol- 
land, the growth of wheat was a decided object of the 
Dutch Cape government. The price of wheat in those 
days may be calculated at from 40 to 50 rix^ollars per 
load of ten muids, weighing ISOOlbs. Dutch. The cur- 
rent price, when no dearth prevails, may now be estimated 
at 100 rix-dollars per load; but by its variation it has ge- 
nerally afforded fair encouragement to the grower. 

The quantity of wheat brought into Cape Town, 

In 1804, 1805 and 1806 = 91,341 muids. 

1807, 1808 and 1809 = 123,918 

1810, 1811 and 1812 = 128,013 

1813, 1814 and 1815 = 147,038 

1816, 1817 and 1818 » 145,623 

1819, 1820 and 1821 » 97,984 



The ye^rs 1819 and IMl were yews ^f Uigtat, and it 
will be nearest the faet to take the average quantity neees* 
aary te supply the various demands of Cape Town from 
the preceding three : years, whidh gives 48,56 1 muids aa- 
noally. It is evident that this quantity is expended in the 
current year, afi in the next year, 1819> the harvest fell 
short, and no available supply could be had from any for- 
mer Burplns, so as to prevent the substitution of rice in 
bread. The bakers of Cape Town consume 30,000 muids, 
and the remaining 18,000 vanish in the neighbouring vil* 
lages, in Simon's Town, and among llie merchant ships, 
all'requhing meal for their daily use, and the latter as 'a 
supply for their voyages. 

Unless there be a breadth of ground yearly in wheat* 
sufficient to afford the above quantity to be taken into 
Cape Town, there is a scarcity there. Allowing the p6- 
polation of Cape Town and the neighbourhood, to be 
21,000, which is not a fifth part of the present population 
of the colony, the quantity of com required for the whole 
people, (including the surplus 18,000 as a sup{>ly peculiarly 
required for the Cape,) amounts to 168,561 muids, to which 
may be added about 20^000 muids for seed, making a total 
of 188,000; more than equal to an average good harvest, 
and not leaving much to spare in an abundant one for the 
evil day. 

A very erroneous opinion has prevailed, that the Cape 
colony has the capability of growing any quantity of bread 
corn. The early school recollection of the granaries of 
Alexandria, and the eastern parts of Africa, which supplied 
ancient Rome, and now supply Constantinople, may, per^ 
haps, leave an impression of general fertility in the com 
lands of all Africa : but the overflowings of the Nile, or of 
any other river, do not fertilize this soil, and there is no 
delta here. That this is an error, experience has now 
decidedly proved, though it appears not to have worked 
complete conviction of a truth, that, so far from the Cape 
having the power at present of growing wheat for export- 
ation, she has not the means of producing, on an average of 
years, enough for her present inhabitants, without having 
recourse to barley bread; Jbr bread is the chief part of the 
food of the slave population of the Cape. 

In the days of Buonaparte's detention, the greatest pos- 
sible impulse was given to the agricultural produce ; yet in 



itbote yetm, tbe .^ant^y «f. nvheat brought mto the Cape 
laavket was only, juat ^ufficieat for. the jdaaeiaiid of St. 
. Helena^ and for tw colony. A gmdual sni^l incnease of 
ibe ^owthy as long as theirs remain unoccupied lands fit for 
oukivfttion, and until all land is fully ouUtYftted^ tnay possi- 
bly ensae ; but events .prove^ taking goo^ and bad seasons, 
> that the Cape at no time, .with a smaller population, could 
do more than grow its own bread; and that even in these 
. days of improved agriculture^ whenever a harvest excessively 
■ abundant tempted to the folly of exportation^ dearth has 
. uniformly followed, and a <|uantity of. grain, exceeding the 

• exports has been imported in the succeedmg year to pre- 
vent distress. 

No man/ under all circumstances, can expect again to 
. see wheat at less that 150 rix«dollars per load, ex«ept for a 
. time, from the unusual circumstance of two or three abun- 
dant harvests in succession, or firom an excess of import, 
dei^uetive of the course of exchange and of agriculture. 

If the above statement be doubted^ let the quantity of 
wheat required for the. use of the cobny be taken at one 
pound of com per bead^ per day, for a population of 

• 110,000 is^habitants, of which a large po^oportion Uve< chiefly 
on breads the number of muids required will be £fi3,OSi5, 
and adding, as per opgaff of 1818, l6/)77, for 0eed> must 
amount to 2399132 muids — a quantity far beyond the pro- 
duce of the Cape at the present moment, even without the 
periodical recurrence of drought and blight. 
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By the foregoing Population Extract of 1818, considered 
to be niore correct than later-ones, there appear to be 

^99,^54 inhabitants of all descriptions, exdnsive of 
strangers. 
4,000 for strangers, military, navy, sailors in : 

chantmen. 
4,000 settlers in 18£0 and 1821. 



Add 



107,154 
2,345 increase in slave population beyond opgaff 
of 1818. Vide Cap. IV. 
539 omission of opgaff in number of prize ap- 
prentices, there being 1839 imported, 
besides their increase since 1808. 



110,038 



The opgaff of population here quoted must be less than 
the actual number, the increase of the white popudation 
•iaoe 1818 not being noticed. 



Number of Muids of Grain of every Description brought 
into Cape Town from 1804 fo 1821, both inclusive, cuxord- 
ing to the Market-book. 





Wheat. 


Rye. 


Barley. 


Peas. 


Beans. 


Outs. 


1804 


37,535 


,, 


25,409 


793 


617 


2,543 


1805 


23,234 


1,589 


22,144 


686 


635 


3,042 


1806 


36,572 


2,069 


23,894 


359 


1,004 


6,929 


1807 


41,575 


996 


32,468 


334 


468 


6,827 


1808 


40,681 


332 


26,012 


168 


285 


4,875 


1809 


41,662 


754 


29,234 


167 


234 


7,002 


1810 


35,912 


. 546 


26,837 


335 


310 


6,349 


1811 


40,616 


697 


28,023 


415 


220 


7,795 


1812 


51,487 


166 


25,380 


375 


342 


5,136 


1813 


41,051 


263 


25,136 


515 


437 


7,495 


1814 


38,671 


8i24 


27,058 


329 


339 


12,538 


1815 


63.316 


640 


30,323 


230 


263 


14,242 


1816 


58,873 


368 


31,954 


424 


294 


13,394 


1817 


44,831 


469 


27,192 


487 


444 


11,971 


1818 


39,979 


665 


25,072 


490 


554 


12,665 


181S 


25,865 


544 


18,554 


145 


384 


12,776 


182Q 


53,765 


489 


30,253 


182 


618 


20-164 
21^184 


1821 


18,354 


1,174 


23,859 


268 


402 
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. Thme is a dttljr on leach loid of ten imiidB oi gmin paid 
at the narket : 3 rix^dolhurs for wheats 12 r.dra. 52 sch. 4 at. 
for barfey and rye ; 5 rix-dollars for peas ; 4 rix-doilars for 
beans> and i rix^dollar for oat»; besides turnpike toll of 
half a lix-dollar per load. 

From these documents it is apparent, that the Cape 
colony does not grow wheat enough for bread and flour 
to supply the shipping and its own population. It b no- 
where jprovedy that since the English, conquest it ever had 
the power of so doing, and the result appears to be, that a 
numerous portion of its inhabitants are in every year sus*^ 
tained by bread made wholly or in part with barley, of 
which the supply is abundant. Bread made with a pro- 
portion of barley flour may be wholesome, and those com- 
pelled by circumstances to feed on it are not claimants for 
pity; but let not the public be deceived into a persuasion 
that there grows, or can grow, a sufficiency of wheat eiq|ua1 
to the sufqily of an additional population to any possible 
extent. 

To this popular, but erroneous opinion, by which even 
f the rulers of the land were deluded, are the su£fering8 of 
the English settlers to be charged, as far as relates to dis- 
tress now felt by the dearth of bread ; and one of the prin- 
cipal duties of the colonkl government, for many succeed- 
ing years, appears to be, to encourage, by every possible 
means, and by every favour and indulgence to the boer, 
die most abundant growlii of wheat of which the colony is 
capable.* 

SECTION II. 

Vineyards. 

The wines of the Cape are the objects next in import- 
ance to its agriculture. 

In 1806, when the colony became English, five thou- 
sand leggers of wine, each of 152 gallons, passed into Cape 
Town, (6909 pipes.) 

* More attentioD may, peiiiaps, be given to the growth of Indian 
corn than has hitherto been the case. Surely, it has never been deemed 
an indispensable condition of the prosperity of the colonj^, that the whole 
of its population should be subsisted on wheaten bread. With abmi'r 
dsflcdof barley and maize it might yet ihdve.— £d. 



T|ieiqt]tfiilii,^UMX«ned'gnMittaIlj; afsoorduigi.ta ike sea* 
son#, UKlii' IdlS-, wfaeQ tl^ recliictiaBjof the duty in Eng^* 
hind^. causing an augipented export^ g^ye rise to such ail 
adcUti^n jof .vineyardsy Ihat above i€^O0G pipies were ex- 
ported in 1817; and 10,000 leggers<]a>Bld pipe^)^ have* 
for ^he average of die last five yeats, been annnafly bitNught 
mto the Cipe market, widi the prospect of 8: very consider^ 
aUe-fuuthePt growth^ as the. new vineyards Have not arrived 
ia&e point of thpir utmost produce; 
'. It must naturally follow, that this imm^se snpply outran 
diedainand^ and the price to the wine boer declined so 
conskferabiy* that the increased produce is of l^ss total 
vafafte^. than the inconsiderabte growth of former years. 

The wines ^are of varions d^criptions. From .the Mua* 
oadel grape is pressed, the well known Constantia and 
■niacat wifies,? of peculiar flavour, both white and Ted. In 
the^e winesr there is no taste of the soil: whether it be 
overcome by the swe^oess of the grape, or that this wiacr 
will grow only in one spot, free from imparting such taste^ 
Sndi VRas 'the general opiniiMi ; but Mr. Sebastian Van- 
Reuien, a Cape^Duteh gentleman of great enterprise anA» 
sagacity, and well acquainted widk ike colony, purchased 
the place of Witteboom, soon to become tiie third Con^* 
stantia in name, Tbfut the great Constantia iirproduee^shpa^ 
rrted oalj by a hedges ^om Gonstintia. Keflectafm^conK 
vinoed ham^* that the ' hedge wbioh^divided^tbe. property had: 
not allured the nature xjf the «oil on biaai side' ; to ' whidi wa&r 
added, his belief that there was something in the dimate of 
that hill imparting the flavour to the wine, as he observed 
the vines at Constantia to yield the same quality of wine, 
whether grown on white sand, clay; or' gravel. Van-Reenen 
immediately planted 1 10,000 vine stocks of the Muscadel 
grape on the adjoining hill. The seasons were unfavour- 
able ; and the jealousy of neighbours, perhaps, anticipated 
without displeasure the disappointment of Ya^Retoen'^' 
hopes. The first- year, heavy rains pouring down the hill 
carried V^ith them both vines and land; but he had too' 
much resource to be dismayed, and his attentive observatibh 
of what had taken place in the first season, suggested the 
efficacy of deep open trenches traversing the vineyard, and 
dividing it into sloping compartments, receiving and carry- 
ing off the deluge before Jt could act on the surface of ^e. 
whole vineyard. iUomplele • aucceas was 'the r^vult of htS' 



fpjreaigbli ancl ia ^ few years, ihe viae^rflfTiiifr^xpeQlediQ 
produce a great supply of that (tenopainatiQa of valuajbld^ 
wine kaown under the name of Conatantia. After the dm* 
bursement of a very large 8^m of money* and the exettioii 
of many years of time and anxiety, Mr* Van«-Be^a(en li^veA 
oqly to see that his prospects were about to be, realized. 

The Constantia wines were sold a short time since nt 
200 rix-doUarSy now red|iced to 150, per half-aum, ib 
measure of 19 gallons^ which is a price higher than dia^ 
of any other known .wine at the place of its growth; 
There are said to be about 80*000 vines in beariog al 
Great Constantia^ producing 30 leggera or 240 haif^auitta^ 
of white or red Constantias s^nd Frpntignac. The Liute» 
Constantia, as it is termed, produces more wine than the^ 
Great Cons tap tia. The produce of the vintage of Mian^ 
last is 40 leggers of ^ Constantia and 40 of Cape stocks 
These two Constantia farms are held under a particular 
tenure. The Dutdi East India Company had the mo<^ 
nopoly of the export of Constantia wine ; but the purcb^^-r 
ers of these farms redeemed the monopoly, by an »^^^m 
nient to deliver (JO half-aums from ^adi farm at ,Q^ rix- 
4oUar|8 per half-aum ^ which are, under the same covenanib 
now received by the British colonial government* Greal 
dissatisfaction has been felt by the proprietors of the ^wo 
Cpnstantias at governme^ continuing so to do during.tlm 
high price : but the reply was, that such ws^s the contMlMct 
of the grant. Whenever the vineyard of Witteboom yiidd^ 
in abundance, the pricfs will> in all probability* be so re- 
duced, that the government will pay more than an indi- 
vidual, and the proprietory may fairly retort, '* such was 
the condition of the covenant." The wine is sent to Eng- 
land as presents to soften the temper of ministers, and to 
sweeten the lips of royalty itself. 

In June and July, at the usual time of pruning the via^i^ 
sujfficient stocks are reserved for the formation of neij^ 
vineyards where required. The ground is well dug» vyhiire 
mpist^ to the depth of two feet* and where 4ry^ dir^ 
feet ; and the stocks* from 18 to 24 inches^ are planted iii^ 
rows about three feet apart, chiefly in the month of Sf?p>* 
tember. The young vines throw out shoots almost immp^ 
diately^ an4 bear a few bunches of grapes the second y^ar^i. 
The third year gives a moderate picking : and in five y^ara 
the vineyard is in full bearing* smd if properly treated. wiU 
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remain so beyond fifty years. One tfaousaad stocks, ^hen 
well trained and manured, yield a legger, or 15£ gallons, of 
wine ; but now that vineyards are multiplied, and manure 
less easily obtained, fourteen or fifteen hundred may be re* 
i}uired for a legger. The grapes are trodden out by the 
feet of negro slave men, and the juice so expressed received 
kito vats and casks, where it undergoes a fermentation, 
(a strong one it is to be hoped,) together with all the future 
process. The vintage takes place in February and March ; 
but no wine is by law permitted t6 be brought into Cape 
Town till the following September; and regard is in this 
kistance properly paid to the health of the people. Many 
of the new vineyards are on rising grounds or the lower 
slopes of hills, in the expectation of improving the quality ; 
yet as vineyards in the low grounds yidd most fluid, the 
avarice of the moment operates as a check to improvement. 
The wine boer does not consider how much the produetioii 
of a good staple of wine will add both to consumption and 
price, whilst the continuance of the present quality wiH 
narrow it to the mere beverage of the colony. 

The individual most interested in the growth and export, 
of the wines of the Cape, and better qualified, from his 
abilities and observation of all that passes with respect to 
▼ineyards and wine, to give an accurate statement, observes 
that there are really no more than eleven distinct species of 
vines, from which, perhaps, 150 different sorts of wine may 
proceed. He calculates that there were, in 1821 — 
£2,4OQ,100 bearing vines 
ei8£0,000 not in bearing 

25,200,000 



Of these vines, 21,000,000 are of the common green 
grape, vitis vinifera of Linnaeus; of which is made the 
white wine, called Cape Madeira. Of the pontac black 
grap^, which is the same as the cote rotie of the Rhone, 
the pontac of Guienne (or the pontac of France,) and the 

Grt grape of the Douro, there are 270,000 stocks. Of the 
uscadel grape, which gives the sweet wine of the same 
name, and also the Constantia, there may be reckoned 
525,000 stocks. Of the green steen grape, which gives 
the full-bodied steen wine, so called from the same grape 
on the Rhine, and which is well adapted for wine, but not 
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prodtto^ve, there are 180,000 stocks. Of the haiiepoot> 
used for raisins, but unlSt for wine, on account of too much 
mucilage, 273,000 stocks. The remaining six species may 
be found, but they are not suitable to the climate or soil, 
and possess too much water and mucilage, and too little 
sugar and tartar; and of them there may be 150,000 stocks. 

The 2,800,000^ not in bearing, will give the same pro* 
portion ; and they compose the young vineyards not yet in 
produce. 

According to this calculation, reckoning 1400 vines to a 
legger, the total produce of the Cape vineyards amount to 
16,000 leggers or 21,333 pipes ; and if the annual exporta* 
tion of 12,000 pipes had continued as it stood in 181 7> 
the consumption of the remaining part of the colony, 
exclusive of Cape Town and its vicinity, together with 
store wine for the supply of ships in port, and with what 
is kept in vats for improvement, would have absorbed the 
whole quantity made. In this year, the export amounts to 
6880 pipes, leaving a great increase in the stock of wines 
in the hands of the wine-merchants at the Cape. The 
vintage of last March has not quite equalled former ones ; 
but it will leave a growing surplus quantity of wines, to be 
delivered in September, unavailable for the purpose of 
remittance. The only desperate hope, in which a wine 
grower can at present indulge, is, that the blight might 
abandon the wheat and setde on the vines for a season. 

The object on which, and on which alone, men here 
dwell, is a hope that the legislature will allow the Cape 
to become a free port in the true and liberal sense of 
the word. '' The State of the Nation," published at the 
meeting of Parliament, and evidently the expos6 of go- 
vernment, affords expectatioii, that, in a very short 
period, the hope will be realized. This pamphlet, amongst 
other praise, applauds ministers specially for continuing at 
the peace, the " Free Port of Bermuda," and generally 
for **free ports, so wisely established/' adding, **The 
object of their maintenance is twofold ; the one reflecting 
much honour on the political generosity of the country; 
the other, more particularly directed to the maintenance 
and udvancement of our interest" It is impossible not to 
acknovH^dge " the frame is excellent, and in every respect 
coBsistent with liberal policy voiAjust commercial views** 

Under the order of council, and'the bonding system, it is 
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now permitted to>tho8e foreign nittidns, in amity with Gfeaf 
Britain, who grant similar indulgence to the commerce of the 
Cape of Good Hope, to land on duty for consumption, and to 
bond free from> duty for exportation, any produce and mer» 
chandize (with this exclusion x>f cottons, woollens, steel, and 
iron) of their respetctive countries. To this should be added, 
the extension of bonding, for exportation^ the produce and 
merchandize of all other countries. Ships of every natioq 
would then resort for their mutual traffic and excbrage of 
articles, and the Cape become an important depdt for the 
east and the west. Under such a systepi, probably, the 
wines might find a full- sale in the consumption of an 
immensely increased tonnage, and with the addition oi a 
considerable export to America. With such an opportunity 
qf trade and barter as a free port gives, few ships would 
omit to call at the Cape, even in the outward passage to 
India; and, probably, none in the homeward Would neglect 
90 enlarged a market. 

A duty of four rix-doUars six schelUngs is paid oi| each 
legger,. for market money, See; and on export, the wine 
^ster receives three rix-dollars, including gauging, on 
account of government, and one rix-dollar for wharfage. 
There was formerly an export duty ; but every description 
of export from the Cape is now duty free; 

If a wine boet, living at.Stellenbosch, s^nds a legger of 
Cape wine in a waggon drawn by twelve oxen and attended 
by two slaves, they return at the end of four days with, 
possibly, a three months' credit on some Cape wine^mer* 
pbant, for 45 rix-dollars ; from which must be deduct^ the 
payment of four rix-dollars six schellings duty and gauging, 
and also half a dollar turnpike toll; leaving to him, on 
each legger of 152 gallons, the sum of three pounds ster- 
ling, as ^e value of the rent of the land, of the carriage, of 
bis own labour, and that of his slaves or hired servants, 
and as the fund for his household and personal expenses 
Wi those of his family. By the present newly-built wag- 
Kons, with immense circumference of wheel, each bearh^ 
Jour legg:ers, the expense is lessened, and twenty oxen only 
are sul^ient to drag this vehicle to Cape Town,' which 
aaves twenty«^ight oxen in the carriage of four leggera% ' 

The culture of a vineyard requires only at particular 
seasons of the year any lar^ supply of hands ; and a regu* 
lar pi^e of ^ne hundred nx-dollars, in the market, would 



be a full and satis&ctofy paymeiA for the legger of new 
Gape wine, of tke best quality. 

From the refuse of th^ grape, is obtained a poor descrip^ 
tibn of vinegar, and of brandy, which is an ardent and 
destructive spirit, and of a quality unfit for exportation, or 
for the improvement of the wine. It is chiefly consumed 
by the sailors of ships in harbour; and by persons of tb^ 
lower ckss, who value liquor according to its ppwer of inr 
toxication. 

There is a market duty of three rix-dollars per legger oa 
birandy, and one for gauging. 

Number of Legsers of Wine and Brandy brought into - 
Cape Totvn, as per Market Book. 

Wine. Brandy. 

^ Year 1804 6OI6 511 

1805 5000 602 

1806 4732 448 

1807 ..... 5265 337 

1808 2982 316 

1809 5003 298 

1810 4897 373 

1811 6947 309 ■ > 

1812 5363 ..... 439 

1813 /• . . . 6073 315 

1814 5655 301 

1815 ..... 9951 560 

1816 8757 702 

1817 ..... 12379 506 

1818 ..... 7701 385 

1819 ..... 8888 ..... 448 

1820 11096 506 

1821 . . . . . 11624 . . . . . 566 

The consumption of the colonial wine in Cape Town 
and the neighbourhood is calculated 
at 1200leggers for the Pachter, 

_, ^inooP®88e'** ^^^ *® *^^^ ^^^ 

^^ • • \ ^^^^t neighbourhood, 

and for Simon's Town 480leggers, making a 



total of, .*.••..•• . 4680 or above 65iD0 pipes, which, 
with the export of ... r 6877 pipes, brings i 

dte consumption of.l8£l to • ...... l$,377 pipe#>. bftvipg 

3603 pipesin rihe hattda of tfaeidMlers* 

i2 
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The consumption and the export have been nearly tW 
same for the last three years ; and thbre must probably be 
now on hand about 1 1^000 pipes, beyond the annual requi- 
sites. If this could be exported, yielding ^10. per pipe* it 
would add 1,384,873 nx-dollars to the balance of exports. 
The colony is capable of doubling its produce in wme, if 
Consumption could be found : but five thousand pipes is the 
utmost annual consumption of the British market It is 
jocosely said, that, in a fashionable tavern, if you order a 
pint of sherry, you may have a bottle of Cape wine gratis. 

It may appear to the reader that too much stress is laid on 
the importance to the Cape of this single article of export; 
but those, who are most alive to the interests of the colony, 
are convinced, that her progress mainly, if not wholly, de- 
pends upon the sale of wines. It is in fact upon that 
alone, which is her natural produce, that Great Britain can 
rely for the eventual payment of an overwhelming mass of 
imports now unsold ; and it is on wine that the colony must 
rest, as the means of its future progress, long after that 
moment, when the infatuation of sending out settlers has 
given way to a sober sense of the real capabilities of the 
Cape of Good Hope. 

SECTION III. 
Whale Fishery. 

In point of interest the Whale Fishery ranks next t6 
agriculture and to vineyards. There are seven fisheries at 
the Cape of Good Hope. One at St. Helena bay on the 
northern coast ; two in Table bay ; three in Simon's bay, 
and one on the eastern coast^in Algoa bay. 

A. few whalers came out as settlers, and as they brought 
the necessary apparatus, it is probable that other establish- 
ments may be formed. Some years ago, the fisheries, 
being only three in number, were profitable to those, con- 
cerned. The price of oil was high in England, and fish 
were so abundant in the bays, that one fishery in ' Simon's 
bay melted down nearly as many whales as were taken last 

{ear by all the seven parties. The reverse now obtai^ls. 
^ish are scarce in the bays, and oiMs at a low price in 
Eijgland. 

The whale fishery is a lottery, in which there are now 
loo many tickets for the number of prizes. When a fish 
makes her appearance, eitlier in Table or in Simon's bay. 
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Ike chase begins. The eagerness and rivalsbip of the con* 
tending parties^ pressing fprward to strike the fish; (which 
act gives ownership,) is so great, that whales are frequently 
hnnted out of the bay before they can be harpooned ; and 
the whole number taken the last season by the seven fish* 
eries, amounted to no more than thirty-seven, and the ex- 
port proportionably reduced. The whales are principally 
females, the greater part of which come into the bays from 
June to September mclusivie^ for the purpose of calving. 
They are on an average of the length of sixty feet, and 
yield, one with another, about 14 leggers, or two thousand 
one hundred and twenty gallons each, of what is called 
train-oil, and 500 pounds of bone. 

• There are none of the spermaceti, but an abundance of 
those called hunchback, or the fin whale. These are do 
furious and active, that they are avoided by the harponeer, 
yielding each no more than about three or four leggers. 

The success of a fishery, when whales are in plenty, de^ 
pends upon the skill and boldness of the harponeer ; and 
in a conflict with so powerful a fish, courage and skill 
are required. If the whale is approached too nearly at the 
moment of his fury, the boat is upset, or shivered by the 
stroke of the tail, and the rowers drowned, unless a second 
boat of their own party, for they hunt in pairs, comes to 
their rescue. It is to be hoped, that, on such an ocx^asioa, 
the adverse chasing boat would desist, and give assiatance^ 
and not, like the fox-hunter, gallop on with a " hark for* 
ward," though he sees his friend in a ditch ; but it is better 
not to depend on such help. 

The harponeer receives one hundred rix-dollars, if he 
strikes the fish mortally, and the rowers in proportio^^ 
which makes the whole party share-holders in a degree. 

There are seals on the small islands on the east and west 
coast, and about eight thousand skins are, on the average^ 
annually exported. The fisheries might be more beneficiid 
to the Cape, if followed with diligence and enterprise. 
The whade fishery is confined merely to boats in the bays. 
The catching and salting of smaller fish, which are abiwr 
dant, is almost wholly neglected ; and where there is such a 
harvest, indolence wUlnot stretch out her hand to gather ij;. 

No ship has, as yet, been fitted out at the Cape for the 
whale fishery, although whales swarm in the surround- 
ing seas in all directions. The foreigner sometimes fills 
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up on the coasts on lib return from the soutkrward , but 
in this region of ease and idleness, unless fish come into 
the bays, offering themselves to the harpoon, a Cape 
fisherman will not go out to sea to take diem. Fish for 
food and. Cape brandy are acquired with so little expense 
and labour, that necessity, the parent of industry, provokes 
into action a very small portion of the inhabitants of tfaa 
colony. 

SECTION IV. 

Produce. 

Aloes grow chiefly in the districts of Swellendam, of 
George, and fhe parts towards the eastern coast The 
Cape aloes are not of the best quality, but the export not* 
widistanding appeared to increase in 1820, and added to 
the scanty list of South African productions. This demand 
has slackened in 1821. The export of this vegetable sub- 
stance would be augmented, if there was an increased. de~ 
mand> either at home or elsewhere, which is improbable 
under the present heavy duty. 

Of hides, and of goat and sheep skins, the export wiU 
grow with die slaughter necessary for an increasing popuU- 
tion. The tanneries of Great Britain so gready excel those 
4if this colony, where oak bark is procured with difficulty, 
«nd where I&b bark of mimosas and other trees is htr 

rmtly substituted, that the chief supply of tanned le»- 
r will continue to be imported from England, and hides 
and skins to be exported. 

There are about one hundred and ten thousand sheep 
-and goats, and four thousand homed cattle, slaughtered in 
die Cape shambles alone, within the year. The number of 
"skiiis which the Cape supplies, together with die interior, 
will gradually increase into an object of importance. 

An attempt, on a large scale, to salt and export beef 
•from Algoa bay, where «^t abounds and catde are fat and 
cheap, was made by individuals fully competent to the un- 
dertaking; but eidier from the inferiority of the article, or 
from too great rivalship in a foreign market, the plan failed 
•and was abandoned* 

Ai^ol and barilla have been matters of enperiment^.but 
the price in Europe does not appear to afford sufficient es- 
eouragement to pursue an object of doubtful success. 



0f tyoryj there is a probabili^ of a cqn9i4erable increase. 
The progress of the missionaries. iu^o the interiori beyond 
the boundaries of the colony^ where elephants abound, 
and the friendly manner in which they have been received, 
will open, through them, a trade of barter, producing a 
much greater supply. of ivory. 

As long as ojstrich feathers are considered to be an es« 
sential ornament to female gracje apd be^iuty, and the pre- 
sent price continues in England^ an increased export may. 
be expected ; although the young and the gay of every 
colour, composing this variegated population, should con* 
tiaue their Sunday parade through the streets of Cape 
Town, decked in the spoils of the ostrich, and apeing the 
fashions of the elegantes of London. 

Horses are sent to India, and horses, oxen, and sheep to 
Mauritius and St Helena ; but the export of live stock is 
so precarious, that no dependance can be placed on its 
permanency* 

Apricots, peaches, pears, and apples, are dried in such 
a manner, as to preserve the taste of each until the next 
season. The sun of South Africa acts on these fruits, 
when peeled and laid out to be dried for a few days^ in a 
manner preventing either moisture or flavour to exude* 
This export, more considerable than would be supposed, is 
likely to continue as long as fruit tarts are agreeable to 
eastern palates."*^ 

By what has been now stated, it is shown that the prin- 
eipal articles of exportable produce to Europe appear to be 
wme, whale oil, aloes, hides, skins, ivory, ostrich feathers^ 
argol, and barilla, to which may be added wild' beasts^ 
and natural curiosities; to St. Helepa, oats, wtiale pit^ 
wheat, flour, barley, dried fruits, hay, horned cattle, sheepi^ 
poultry, butter, soap, wine, and a few horses ; to die Miau-r 
ritius, butter, dried fruits, hides, horses, whale oil, and 
wine; to the East Indies, horses, Constantia wine, and 
dried, fruits. 

> The quantity and amount of these exports will appear in 
the list of Custom House Exports for \S9il. (Appendix.) 

To the internal commerce of the Cape there are many 

* There might be a considerable export of ox and cow horns, which 
are of an immense size.; but as they are lying wiistie in every corner of 
the streets, and on the sea shore, and as no o^bre than SeOO were ^it^rted 
hi 1821, it mtty be eoncluded that it does not answer prodtublyi 
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obstructions, presented by nature in -her most wayward 
mood. The mountains and Moofs to be passed are so bu-' 
merous and difficult; the rivers, without water when it* 
would be useful, are at other times so swollen as to be im^ 
passable, that the whole trade amounts to little more than 
what the boers can bring in their own horse waggon, and 
in one or two ox waggond, which being sent forward, tbey 
overtake on the road ; and which carry the means of ac* 
quiring clothing and such comforts as the value of their 
cargo may enable them to purchase. Inconsiderable ns- 
diis appears in the abstract, it is important in the aggre- 
gate. In the months from September to February, when 
wine and corn is brought in, a line of waggons from the 
country will make its appearance at day-break, extending 
some miles. After an abundant harvest, one hundred and 
eighty have been counted in a morning ; but the average of 
the month of January this year amounts to sixty daily. 
They enter the town through the market place, where, 
after payment of the inland customs and market dues, the 
sale of their produce takes place, under the regulations of 
the burgher senate. When sold, the waggons proceed into 
the town, to deliver to the purchaser; and if these are the 
waggons attendant on the boer, who has previously arrived 
in the town, and transacted part of bis business, they are 
dismissed to the out-skirts, on their return homeward. 
The boer having preceded in his own waggon, and begun 
his business in the Cape, adjourns to the neighbourhood, of 
Hottentot-square, usually called the '* Boere Plein." From 
his agent there, he gets iron for his waggons, cloth, linen, 
rice, tea, sugar, coffee, 8cc. sufficient for himself, his fam^, 
and his slaves, until the next visit. His demands are in-^ 
creased or reduced according to the value of his grain, 
wine, butter, soap, or tobacco ; and an unproductive har- 
vest in any or all of these articles, is not more to be re- 
gretted by the boer than by the dealers, or koopmen, as they 
are called. The boer is a most important customer, and 
when his consumption is reduced, which it is, when his ar- 
•ticles sell for a low price, or are in diminished quantity, it 
is felt through every link in the chain. The wife and some 
of the children accompany the boer in these yearly or half 
yearly visits. It is a holiday not to be missed. The pai^ 
ties wander through Cape Town with the open mouth and 
stare of wonder ; and the news of the day, true or fabe, are 
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eageriy swallowed arnd believed by these curious and cre- 
dulous visitors* After two or three days the party returns, 
home, with the superiority of having been at the capitaif 
and deriving that sort of consequence in the neighbour** 
hood (if there be any) which the wife and daughter of wot 
English farmer does, after going to a fair or to the races. 

The distance of the Cape Town from the northern parts 
of the colony is so great, and the impediments so frequent, 
that it requires six, eight or ten weeks for the out and 
home journey of a waggon, from the Snowberg, and in pro- 
portion fcH* the less distant parts. The boer lives in his. 
wa^on, and victuals^ himself and slaves for the journey 
before he starts. 

With regard to the eastern parts of the colony, there is 
leas difficidty. Hie journey to Graham's Town, the seat 
ef the landdrost of the new drostdy of Albany, where the 
migority of settlers are located, would require a six days 
constant ride on horseback, and fourteen in a waggon ; but 
the trade is carried on by coasters to and from Table Bay. 
The settlement of so large a number of colonists on the 
eastern parts, has had a powerful effect on the coasting 
trade ; and as it has happened from untoward seasons, that 
the settlers have had nothing upon which they could de- 
pend, except the supplies from the Cape Town; wine, 
coffee, sugar, rice, tea, brandy and flour, wheat for con- 
sumption and for seed, are in constant, and it may be sadd 
daily, passage, from Cape Town to Port Elizabeth ; and a 
coasting tonm^e, which in common course would have re- 
quired years, has been created by the circumstances of two 
seasons. The returns to the Cape are rix-dollars, circu- 
lated on the frontiers by the pay of the army ; aloes, butter, 
soap, tobacco, hides, skins, ostrich feathers and ivory, which 
are taken to Port Elizabeth and there shipped for the Cape. 
Vessels clear out from the Cape to Algoa Bay and Isle of 
France, or elsewhere to the east; and in such case, they fill 
up with butter at Port Elizabeth, for the Mauritius market ; 
but ships are not allowed to land foreign cargo there, with- 
out first coming into Table Bay or Simon's Bay, to report 
themselves and pay duties. 

The Port of Elizabeth is not as yet important enough 
to require a custom-house establishment, but an officer is 
stationed for the purpose of preventing illicit trade. 
• Notwithstanding the various accounts favoui-able to Algoa 



Bb9^ ^UchluiYe bceii.ctttT«ot fliiwfe the mini of iM ttft^ 
den, thote> who^ from the practioe of .yeaca^ are beii^ ac* 
quatnted with . the eastern hisyB of South Afidca^ agree is 
stating them to he hazardous in aU« and daii^ronsin.8oiPKey 
aensonsiof the year. 

The Knysna, when a ship once gets in, is allowed to be 
perfectly safe onnA secure; but it can only be entered at 
particular times of tide» and under the direction of a pilot. 
No ship would dare to be so near the shore, and if driven 
there by the gale, would hot risk the passage into the har- 
hour* 'nie Knysna, therefore, can be only considered as 
a fine^weaiher port for coasters, to take in timber or pro- 
duce, and for no other purpose whatever. . 

Mosselbay, although the anchorage is on better ground, 
18 of the same character as Algoa Bay. The frequency and 
force of the south-east winds bearing upon the shore, i^eil^ 
ders the stay there perilous, though not so much so as in 
tlie other eastern bays : but a vessel in the coasting trade 
abounds in luck, if sooner or later she does not suffer moert 
severely. 

The tonnage of merchant ships in the trade between 
Port Elizabeth and Table Bay, during the year 1821^ 
amounts to 1962 tons, employing £00 seamen; exdnstve 
pf the men of war and of the government brig Locust^ 
almost wholly engaged in carrying up stores for the army 
6n the frontier, and government supplies to the settlors. 
With regard to the home trade, by which every nation in 
Europe is gradurily improved, it finds* its place in the Cape 
history only in the supplies to the commissary, to the 
Indians, and to the missionaries. It has been shown, that 
when converted from rix-doUars into bills on Englandy it 
assists in the payment of the imports. Whatever is not ao 
converted exhausts itself in clothes, furniture, food, ^h* 
other personals; but in the present state of the Cape there 
can be very little accumulation of property. 



SECTION V. 

Commerce* 

The tonnage of vessels arriving in Table B&y and Simon's 
Bay, during the year 1821, exclusive of the transports and 
fenen of war, amounts in the former to 56,447 tons, and in 



the bitter to ll»,«7^ toot, makutt a total of 7l,7.l9i; M 
follow*— 

In Table Bay^/ot Refrtshmei^s onUf. 

Toiii. 

British vesseb 19,739 

Dutch 3,308 

Danish ..... *...... £36 

French 1,979 

American 

Portuguezc \fi90 

For the purpose of landing part Cargo, 

Britiab vesaels from the aastwpird • . \OSn& 
from the westward . . 4,191 

Dutch vessels 1/MO 

French . « • • 319 

For the purpose of landing entire Cargo. 

British vessels from the eastward .. . 4,050 

from the westward . . 6,48^ . 
Vessels with cargoes from the different 

parts of this coast ... . . . . . 4,507 

^ 56,447 

SiMON*s BxY, for Refreshments, 
exclusive of Men of War* 

SiSL Englbh ships, 1 French, 6 Dutch . 15,^72 

Total . . . 71,719 



The tonnage of 1880 exceeded that of 1821 ; in which 
latter year, the Cape lost much of the supply to St. Helena, 
after the death of Buonaparte. A judgm^it may be farmed 
of the importance of the detention of Buonaparte to the 
Cape interest, by inspecting the custom-house valuation 
(Appendix) of the colonial and other exports to St. Helena, 
exclusive of presents, ships' stores, stock for the passage, 
stock really for sale at St. Helena) shipped as stores, all of 
which wiU be under-estimated at one*eigbth more : — ^The 
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colomil and other prbdvee enteired at 4he customs fornuF 
the sum of 347,697 rix-doilars 

To which add l-8th (unentered) 43,462 1 

And supplies to the navy, en- 
tered also at customs . . . 165,544 £ 

Rdrs. 556,703 — 

The whole of this payment was made to the Cape in 
Spanish dollars or in bills on England, and the continuation 
of this description of commerce would have been most 
important in its <effects. Produced from the soil, worked 
by the hand of man, it is in its nature the most beneficial 
of all possible exports. 

The salubrity and healing powers of the Cape clinate 
attract invalids from India, whose expenses in- &e colony 
are paid by bills drawn on India and Bngland. In the year 
1821, these bills were of the value of 700,000 rix^lollars, 
which being expended chiefly in the personal expenses of 
the individuals, in travelling, in the purchase of horses, in 
meat, drink, lodging, &c. are clear profit to the colony, and> 
like the export to St. Helena, generally compounded of 
land and labour. 

The commissariat bills on England, for the ordinaries 
and extraordinaries of the army, form another valuable ar- 
ticle of export. Bills in sterling on England producing 
1,932,855 rix-doUars, (including Spanish dollars at 20 schel- 
lings,) have been issued from the commissariat, and pur- 
chased by the merchants for remittance. A standing army, 
so frightful to the friends of freedom, is most welcome 
here, provided it be paid by Great Britain ; and there is 
no colony where a large force would be hailed with such 
rapture as at the Cape of Good Hope. 

The exports from the Cape of Good Hope (Appendix K.) 
to all parts of the world, appear by the accounts of 182U 
|o be 

. Rdxv. 
In colonial produce . » . . . . 1,741,065 
Not colonial . 271/)90 

2,012,125 
Add 10 per cent, profit on sale beyond 

expenses 201,212 

Carried forward , . . 2,213,337 
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Brought forward . . *£>£ 13^37 

' BiHs fix>ni ladians .,..., 700^000 

fiom commissary • . . , • l,9SQfi65 

from the missionaries . • • • 75,000 

Total exports, Rdrs. 4,921,192 
. The imports from all parts are valued at the cust<Hn- 
faouse, as per Appendix H» at . , , • 6,060,222 Rdrs; 
To which add 10 per cent profit to 

be remitted , 606,022 

Making a Total of ..... 6,666,244 

There is, therefore, an excess of import over export, iti 
the year 1821, of 1,745,052 rix-dollars, which must be dis- 
charged by some means ; and granting that die commissary 
maydraw>in 1822, to the like extent as in 1821, nearly th^ 
whole of his bills will be required for the arrear ; not taking 
iilto account the imports of the current year, for which pro^ 
vision ought also to be made. 

Total experts, according to the custom-house account 
for the half-year from 1st January to the 30th June, 1829^ 
iimountto . 2,737,096 Rdrs. 

Total imports, from 1st January to 
SOth June, IB22, amount to . . . . 4,127>310 

There is, therefore, a surplus import of 1,390,214 
To be added to the surplus of 1 82 1 . 1 ,745,052 

Which makes a total arrear of remit- 
tance due to England amounting to « 3,135,266 Rdrs. 

The total value of corn and rice im- 
ported within twelve months, amounts to 1,029,785 Rdrs. 

The acts of the legislature in the year 1813, and of 1820 
and 1821, to which reference was made in the first chapter, 
were considerable boons for the liberty of trade, and for 
the iipportance of the colony ; but in whatever way they 
may operate as to the future,, they have, in truth, greatly 
added to its present embarrassments. The spices, the 
silks, the muslins and manufactures of the east, have been 
in all ages- and by all nations sought after with avi<)ity. 
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They gratHy the palate and adorn the person> and to a South 
Afirican they are irresistible: but, unhappily, the colony 
produces nothing acceptable in exchange for them; and 
they can be purchased only by the. bills which the Cape 
receives from the visiting Indians, and by bills of exchange 
on England. 

Comjputmg the East India goods impottedi exclusive of 
lifeuritms, at one million rix*^ollars per annum, there will 
be, beyond the Indian bills, an addition required of 300,000 
rix-dollars, for remittance and prompt payment, which must 
be taken from the bills of the commissary on England. If 
eastern imports were to the Cape materials for mp^ufac- 
tp|r<^, pr tp be re-exported in an improved and more finished 
st^te^ affording profit from labour, it would benefit by 'the 
^Piplpyioeut given ; but the whole consist in articles to be 
eate^, or in cfress to decorate the person. The passion of 
the cplpny for dress, and for all the enjoyments of luxury, 
surp^ses its means; and it is too true that these indulgen- 
ces are now really purchased at the expense of withhold- 
ing the p;aymei)t of the large and increasing debt due to 
England* 

Jn.fhe year 1818 and 1819, when the price of wine for 
export at the Cape was nearly 906 rix-dollars per pipe, 
includiiig the c^sk, and the amount exported in the two 
years exceeded, in custom-house value, three millions and 
one half rix*dollar8| exclusive of the expenses and profit 
on sale, i^ is not to be presumed that there accrued 
much unsatisfied debt in England ; but there is little reason 
to doubt that the short payments of 1820 eq^ual those 
of 18f 1 4 which leaves, provided all former debts were dis- 
charged, about three millions and a half rix-dollars, due from 
the colony to the mother-countn^. The whole of this 
une^r has not vanished into air. The merchandize on hand 
is in considerable quantity. The aggregate of plate, linen, 
fiin^ture, and other moveables, now collected in every 
house in the colony, is of great value. The boer has 
yielded to the force of example, and the very best European 
nimiture is found in the distant farms of South Africa. In 
chese things does the boer now vest any superfluity of rix- 
dollars ; and this is his fund, to be divided, at his death, 
amongst his children. 

The evil appears to be, that the Cape colony i^ in un- 
usual and harassing distress for remittance, whiht it is in 



onbottiided e^oymeJEit of idl that contributes to the per- 
simal comfort of main in society. 

The East India Company ha8» by the courtesy of the 
place, and by the former devoted habits of the Dutch to 
all that related to the East Indies, been held in high and 
distinguished honour. Whether their proceedings and con- 
duct towards liie Cape affords to them a just title^ may be 
matter of doubt. Generotis and liberal masters elsewhere* 
their dealings here have been of a different nature. Their 
paltry retail sales, by vendue, are not guided by demand and 
supply ; but the agent fixes the minimum, and beyond that 
price the buyer must advance, be it what it may ; and the 
value of tea> which is become an article of first necessity 
to the boer, is guided by the moderation of the agent. 
Since the death of Buonaparte, the amount of the India 
Company's sales must now eventually be remitted in bills 
on England ; during his life, it was expended in the sup^ 
plies to St. Helena, but it now comes forward again to ag- 
gravate the course of exchange, by the biddings against the 
merchants. 

These evils might be compensated if the company were 
disposed to ur^e the sale of Cape wines in her India 
establishments, m the hospitals, or in the army; and to 
%how some disposition of fovour towards a colony, from 
which she has drawn such important advantages, both in 
peace and war. As it is, her monopoly of the sale of tea, 
and other things from China, to this place, is highly detrK 
mental, swallowing up the commissariat bUls on England, 
in exchange for a breakfast of dear and ordinary tea, for 
silks, calico, muslins, and nankeen : nor is it overcharging 
the picture to assert, that the trade most destruclive to 
the interest of this place, is that of the East India Com- 
pany from the dominions of China, as now carried on. 

The rate of exchange on England appears, as per 
Appendix I. to have advanced gradually, or suddenly, ac- 
cording as it was affected by the circumstances of the daj^« 
The great export of wine in 1817, assisted by that of 18L8 
and 1819, and by the export of wheat and wine in 1820, 
operated on external remittance, but its effect was destroyed 
by the large importation of wheat in 1821-22. The im- 
port of rice, wheat, and flour, this year, absolutely ref^uired 
to prevent famine* will create such an excess* to be paid by 
bills on England, that it sets at a distance all rational hope of 
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a fovaurable abatement in the rate of eichange, v^bkk is ifoir 
at a premium of 19^ per cent.; and as long as the present 
aiBoynt of Cape paper-currency remains in circulation, and 
the balance of. external payments i$ so heavy against the 
colony* *any amelioration appears to be hopeless litun 
common causes. If some measure, powerful enough to 
deliver the colony annually from its growth qf wine, be not 
brought to bear at an early moment, by the British govern<- 
ment, the mother-country must lay her account in the 
loss of a great part of three and a half millions of rix* 
dollars remaining due. No means will be found, but from 
an application of the current and future investments for 
the payment of the past; leaving the new arrivals to take 
the situation of the old debt. The gradual progress of the 
Cape in population, both from natural causes, and from 
settlers still arriving, (for man, like a ship in distress, wiU 
seek any port,) requires a continued importation of articles 
of first necessity and of general consumption, fully equal 
to the means of remittance ; and there is no hope from the 
savings of the days that are past. The Cape, pampered 
by British capital conveyed to her in merchandize, has, 
during the^e last five years, exceeded the fruits of her 
labour and industry, in the expense of horses, equipage, 
dress, high living, and the enjoyment of foreign luxuries ; 
and^ like other spendthrifts, deplores, in a more advanced 
stage, the disquietude and distress brought on by these 
earlier follies. 

In the view of remitting something to keep up and 
cneate fresh credit in England, the merchants eagerly con- 
tend at the biddings, by tender, for the commissariat bills. 
The quantity of rix-dollars in circulation, and the abun- 
dance received for a sale of goods, enables a merchant to 
vie v^ith his competitor, in the number of them offered for 
each bill of one huudred pounds or more. When the rix- 

* The truth of t}ils ohservation has heen unfortunately shown by the 
wrecks, within a month, of two free-traders, homeward bound, the Fame 
and the Sarah. Cargo saved to a large amount has been sold for 
•xportation, and famishing means of remittance in produce to England, 
bas lowered the exchange 60 per cent. ; and from 900 it has fiUIen to 
150. Allowing 96 per cent, to remain at the Cape for expenses, 75 per 
cent, win, some months hence, go into the market to buy govemnaent 
bills for the insurers, and again operate on the exchange ; but it plainly 

'd«ttonstrSI»s<theeileet, which ah increased export of produce would 

Irnvie oii!reoiittfinc!e. 
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dolkr paper, cannotibe oonverted, at si^t or at date, into 
wmoaey, at the place of its issue^ and acts as the medium to 
purchase biUs^ which can be so converted in England, there 
can be- no- surprize at its depreciation, where so much 
remains to be remitted; without looking for other causes, 
acting so powerfully at the same moment. . It must not, 
however, be concluded, that the exchange - operates in the 
same eacesuve manner on all colonid expenses. The 
counteraction of an ovei^supply, and the necessity of sell- 
ing, at some price, has reduced European articles below 
their actual value. Bread is dear from the effect of blight, 
and the imprudence of the exportation of com. All other 
articles, of food are at a cheap rate. Cape wine is at less 
than half its former value;- but wine has increased in quan* 
tit^, within the colony, as fast as the debt to England which 
it was expected to ^y.- The distress of trade has lowered 
the purchase price of land and of houses ; and those of 
fixed certain incomes have found rather an improvement 
than reduction in their means of living; but the number of 
these is small compared to the real sufferers. A late cir- 
cumstance has taken place, which, it is hoped> may, in the , 
course oC time, assist in removing the mercantile distress 
of Cape Town. The order of council, of July 12, I8£0, 
allowed the importation of foreign produce and manufac-* 
tares, except woollens, cottons, iron, and steel, into the 
Cape, from nations in amity with Great Britain, provided 
the same permission was by them given to the Cape trade. 
The privilege of bonding has been added, to goods comihg 
from the eastward in British ships, and of being exported 
duty. free. The spirit of the British order in council is 
m^ here by a government proclamation, extending, the 
right of bonding, without duty, to foreign vessels, provided 
they export two*tlurds of- the bonded value in Cape pro- 
duce, or is goods legally imported and bonded. Already 
has one ship availed herself of the permission, and for the 
first time since the war, will Cape produce and wine depart 
in a foreign ship on the bonding principle. 

If Great Britain wisely follows up the order of July Ifi, 
1820, by another, proclaiming Table Bay a real fVee 
port, admitting, on bond for transhipment, all the commo* 
dkies of the world ; and the India Company, or the capi- 
talists of India or England, will form a dep6t of East 
India goods, equal and adapted to the supply of the Ame*> 
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ricnn m^rkeVat.a reasonable. per centtgo;. and. nareipnti*'. 
cularly, if the honourable East India Gompaiiy, taking intoi 
their serious consideration the falling state of i the Cape^. 
would* in kindness to their old custoaner, form an* eKteasirs 
dep6tof tea; a.nuuorily of those Ameraoaa ireasek^. ori- 
ginally deatin^d for Madras, and Bengal^ wiU» itb believed/ 
limit their voyage to. the Cape of Good Hope; where,, in 
the case suggested^ they would, con^ne with- the India, 
trade, the advantage of the tea and China « trade,, without* 
the risk. of a China voyage.. These measures would: giive 
v.ent.for the increased export and .consumptioa,of'Cape 
wine. Twelve thousand five hundsed.' and eighty pipes ' of: 
wine were exported 'in th(^. year 18J7. to. En^laad. The* 
Cape, it has been stated, can more than double thali.qua»* 
tity ; and. whenever an export for tweaty-five thousand pipea 
of wine is found, the Cape will be removed Ihimthe state 
of a poor and needy coloDy, into a more opulefitandipunc* 
tual paymaster of the manufactures of Great . Bntain* 
It wUl be granted that: Cape wine is not' of aopeffior' 

Siality ; but it is wine of strength, and not itt adapted for- 
e American market. Let it be sold at a low price j but' 
let thiB, the only important produce which can be auf^- 
mented to alftiost any <]^antity, be sold at- some prices 
There are two lines of dealing amongst merchants, dither a: 
large return, at a small profit; or a small retura at. a 
greater. The nature and quality of the article requires the 
former to be adG4>ted here ; and if it will not produce j£l5 
per pipe, let it produce. «£ 10. All Cape duties on the 
import of brandy, on staves and pipes, and market dues,, 
should be taken ofiv and every endeavour used to . keep 
down price, and bring Cape wine^ into export, and. into 
the cousumptioa oi shj»ps, attracted by. the interchange of 
commodities in a free port* A. relief should be given; asi 
far as relates to the Cape, from those clauses in the East- 
India Trade Acts, prohibiting the import to Gceat BnUin^ 
of ladia^oods, in ships under 350 tons. By this ckuse^ 
the Cape, ^fter having procured goods in ships of its ownv 
under 3^0 tons, is compelled to withhold them from export 
until a ship arrives in port of above 330 tons. 

A Cape ship of 200 tons, more or less, might go into the 
East India docks ; but because the Cape, for the porposei 
ofabenefidal extension of trade^ has been included wiUiia 
thelilnitSjof the East lodi? Company's charter, is it reason-* 
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alile that frlie s^hbtild hare Ae boon diminished, and tie de- 
barred the right of being her own carrier of the gbods when 
acquired, and of employing her own vessels in the passage to 
England? 

The whole <df the Cape trade maybe said to pass through 
Table Bky. !^ariy remarks have been made on thie insecu- 
rity of Table Bay as a port; but it miist be stated, in its 
defeiice, that no riian or war, since the capture, has been 
driven on shore by the winds; and of the merchant ship^ 
which Have beien strknded, the greater part were badly 
found. The Sceptre, which went on shore in the 9th Nov. 
1799, is no proof of the insecurity of the ba^ in y^ihter, as 
it was stranded in th6 summer monsoon, when Table Bay fe 
accounted safer than Simon's Bay ; but a hurricane will at 
any^ season, and *in any port, p^ut ships to risk, and eveh de- 
stroy them.*. It mudt be allowed, that the north and north- 

♦ Capb ToWN,.fi^ttfrffly, «7M Jttfy, 1832* 
It is oar painfal task to record the most violent gale of wind thi& coloDV 
ever experienced, the effects of which have been most fatal to the shipping 
in T\ibie'fiky. It had been antecedently remarked; that the north-west 
galed, afthoi^h very severe, and bringing into the Bay a tremendous and 
dangerous swelly yet, that they lost moch of their terror^ from the shortjnc$8 
of their duration; — this remark has not proved just in the present uafqr<i 
tunate instance* On Thursday, the 18th, it was new moon, — the wea- 
ther changed suddenly wi^h it.; it, had been remarkably fine for several 
days, but Friday iiioming was 'ushered in with cloud and rain, and with' 
every appearance of ft gale coming on ; the wieather, however, continiiod 
in the same state, daring the whole of that day ; — the following day* S»t 
turday, the gale was very severe, — in the aflemoou,theship Royal Georgc^^ 
Captain Powditch, la^t from Van Diemen's Laud, went on shore close to 
the jetty ; — ^t night, the brig Adrtaiic, Captain Rutter, shared the same 
fate,— 41$ did (h^ Costing Schooner, Oood Intent; — the barometer was 
as low 88 ^9' 50", at two o'clock oti Sunday morning; the violence of tUs 
wind was then excessive ; — and at day-light, on Monday- mornings the 
four following brigs were lying on the beach, between Craig's tower and 
the castle, viz. — Olvve Branch, Captain Kind,--Sttn, Captam Murray, — 
Lamnta, Captain Keith,-p-and JLeandier^ Captain Middleton ;— most for- 
tunately,* Abt many lives 'were lost; — ^but we have to lament Captain 
Middleton, of the Leander, who was drowned by the upsetting t)f the 
boat, in which he had lef^ the wrecked brig. William Brown, seaman, 
of the Leander, met a like fate, as did James Graham, seaman, of the 
brig Adriatic. The ship, John Palmer^ drove very close to shore, but 
fortunately brought up, and is at present safe ;— the following brigs rode 
the whole of Monday at single anchor, klthbugh the nveather was scarcely 
moie«ioderate, viz. Br^ugMm, Marianne, Nmon, and Bbtet^-^nibb'hnp' 
Arethuta, Travis, and Antelope, kejJt their ground. Thi^ gttle abated' 
somewhat on Tuesday, but it ble^ agaitn wiSi astonishing violence, in 

k2 



132 COMMERCE. ' 

west wind in the M'inter monsoon, during July and Augitst, 
brings in a heavy sea, and that, if anchors drag, and cables 
part, the safety of a ship is in extreme hazard ; particularly.if 
reliance be placed on a chain cable, which, from some cause 
or other, frequently snaps asunder in Table Bay. 

The formation of a mole to protect the ships at anchor 
in Table Bay from the heavy seas, and swell of the north- 
west monsoon, has been long a point of discussion amongst 
individuals anxious for the prosperity of the Cape. The 
plan and sketch, here annexed, are supplied by a civil ser- 
vanty whose zeal and abilities have been, for many years, 
Exercised most beneficially for the colony, and honourably 
to himself, in the duties of a high and important station. 

The sea, which occasionally rolls into Table Bay during 
the winter monsoon, has given to this harbour a character 
highly injurious to the interests of the colony generally, and 
to those of Cape Town (the principal port) in particular. 
The bay is not by any means so dangerous as has been re 
presented. Kobben Island, although eight miles distant, 
protects it very considerably, and experience has shown 
that, in the most severe weather, large vessels, which of 
course anchor at the greatest distance from the shore, .find 
an outdraft contributing so essentially to their safety, that 
they frequently ride with their cables slack in the heaviest 
north-west gales. It is not to be doubted that a mole, 
similar to those which protect the harbours of the Mediter- 
ranean, would render the port of Cape Town equal in safety 
to any in the universe, as may be seen by inspecting the ac- 
companying sketch. 

It may be observed, that the expense of such a measure 
rendered it chimerical, and that the trade and importance of 
this place, previous to passing the late acts by which com- 
merce is enlarged, did not justify entering into such a 



the night between Tuesday and Wednesday, when rain fell in torrents. 
As mach damage has been done on shore, as in the Bay ;— many stor^ 
in Cape Town have fallen in, numbers of houses are seriously idiured, 
and in the vicinity of town, the injury individuals have sustained, is to a 
very great extent : the number of .houses and stoces seriousi|[ damaged, 
amount to 60. 

, From VVynberg to Cape Town, there are scarcely any premises which 
have not suffered, and bome most ^erioasly; in the mean time, the latlist 
letters from'the ea^teni districts continue to complain of want of rain, 
and of the parched state of the soil. — Cape Toam G{useUe^ 
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^clietne at the period of time when the naval arsenal was rer 
moved to Simon's Town, and all idea of making Table Baj 
the winter as well as summer port entirely abandoned. 

A minute investigation of the circumstances of theplace, 
may dissipate probably the above objections. The depth 
of water is not considerable, and the distance from the stone 
quarries of the Lion's Hill favours an opinion of the prac- 
ticability of the plan at an expense trifling when compared 
to the benefit that would accrue. 

From the stone quarries to the Chavonne battery^ there 
is an inclined plane of not much more than 400 toises ; a 
railway laid for this distance would facilitate the transport 
of the materials for this coi^struction, requiring nothing ad- 
ditional but being cast into the sea. ' 

The colonial government has always nearly one hundred 
banditti employed in quarrying at Robben Island, who 
might be preferably employed in this work, which would 
require no other expense than that of the railway, and of 
proper persons to direct an undertaking of such importance. 
The stone of the quarries is of the best kimi, and may be 
raised in blocks from two to three tons. The Amsterdam 
battery would afford secure barracks for the men employed 
on the work; and the excavations, with a very slight degree of 
labour, might be formed into reservoirs of water lor the sup* 
ply of Green Point, where it is much wanted. 

The Chavonne battery would form a tdte de pont fer 
the protet;tion x>f the mole, and a battery at the end. of the 
mole would, with Fort Knock, afford security to the shipping 
anchored or moored in the inner hatbour. This mole 
would be of the length of a mile and one quarter, and com- 
prise within it depth of water for ships of the line, and fri- 
gates. The expense may be computed at one million rix- 
dollars, which, without asking assistance from England, 
might be gradually raised in the Cape by debentures bear- 
ing an interest of 6 per cent, both principal and interest 
secured on the port and wharfage dues, now annually -pro- 
ducing forty thousand rix-doUars ; (and which, for such an 
object, if judiciously imposed, might be doubled in amount, 
without unreasonable pressure ;) paying the annual interest;,, 
add leaving a surplus of thirty thousand rix»dollars for the 
gradnal extinction of the million of capital . 

Thelongitude of Simon's Bay was ascertained by the mean 
of twenty-eight lupar observations. The timepieces gave the 
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9am« longitude exactly upon their* arrival from St Helena* 
and they again showed the longitude oif St. Helena, iipoa 
their arrival there from Simon's Bay. It was necessary to 
ascertain the longitude of Simon's Bay correctly, as the 
undermentioned places on the coast were chiefly deduced 
by timepieces from it, by Captain Wauchop, of his Ma* 
jesty's navy. 



Simon's Bay . • 
Cape of Good Hope 
Cape Hanglip . . 
Cape Agullas . . 
River Knysna . . 
Seal Cape, ^ "I 



Latitude. 

34*» Sr South. 

34 22 

34 26 

34 48 

34 15 5 


Loni^tude. 
I8«2a' O'East. 
18 23 ? 
18 44 18 
20 4 
23 3 16 


34 5 


23 23 15 


34 2 3 


25 39 14 



Plattenberg's Bay 
Cape Recif, i 

* Algoa Bay ) 



An4 by 'Wm. Long, Master of the Colonial Brig Locust. 

SaId«ihaBay, \ , ss 5 17 56 

entrance 3 

Oassen Island . v . S3 £0 18 2 30 

Lion's Rump ... 83 56 18 46 

*^^- }• • • 34 6 .s™ 

^ythe Rev. J. Fallowbs, Astronomer Royal at the Cape. 

Xhe latitude of Tiger) 
^iU, at the mostV . 33 63 South, 
elevat^eastpoipt 3 



SECTION VI. 

Custom-House. 

: ^Lff imports into the Cajpe are liable to duty. The 
produce and matiufactures of England are rated at thr^e 
floA oqe quarter per cenjL. on the invoice price. Foreign 
fj^pdh aiftd i^e frgim.the Eaat, ana charged vt^th a:d«t3F of 
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ten per cent, on the value, whether :broiJ^ht in a Bdtish 
Tessel, or in one of a nation in aniity with Great Britain. 

The growth of foreign trade, and Of that from India^ 
since the acts of parliament and orders in council opening 
the eastern and foreign commerce/ has added greatly to the 
business of the Cape custom-house. 

The abundant importation of eastern produce, so grati- 
fying to tlie colonial taste, has, through the consumption of 
an increased number of inhabitants, and a more prevailing 
indulgence in all classes, added essentially to the payments 
into this office by the above-mentioned duty, on die direct . 
import in 1821, from India, of the value of l,57d>000 riai* 
dollars. 

The gross receipts of customs in 1821, and of the offices 
connected with it, amounted to 313,108 rix-dollars3 schel- 
lings, being a greater sum than that produced by any other 
department, or by the customs at any former time. 

There is no credit given at the offii^e to the merchaoits, 
and the money received is daily paid into the government 
bank. 

There is a collector and a comptroller of customs, whose 
titles mark the nature of their functions ; both laborious offices* 
performing the same duties as in London, and other Eng-^ 
lish custom-houses. The cash department, and the gene- 
fal guidance of the office, belongs wholly to the ctdlector } 
and the statements and accounts seem to fell chiefly into 
that of the comptroller. The office hours of both are from 
sine till three daily, with the exception of only nine h(^ 
days in the year. 

£very act of the collector requires the approbation and 
signature of tiie comptroller, so that the attendance of both 
ti^e officens is daily and constantly required. 

The depat-tments consist of collectqr, comptroller^ each 
with.n chief and one second clerk, a warehouse-keeper, 
tide-aurveyor, and a messenger. On the whar^ a chief 
sevcfaer and olerk,*and five tide-waiters. 

The colleelior^ . comptroller, and chief searcher* are trea- 
smy appointments ; all the others colonial, and removable 
by the Cape governineat. 

Jn Simon's Bay tliere is a collector, comptroller, and 
three odter ^offioers, aeting as clerks, seardi^s and tide* 
wmtmrM, all ^ u4iom are appointed and removable, by the 
colonial governmeat There are no fees of any description 
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receWed for their own use by the principal or inferior offi-^ 
cers of castoms; no candle-ends nor cheese-parings-^alT 
goe» to the colonial government. 

SECTION VII. 

PortrOffice. 

This department consists of a port-captain, a deputy- 
port^captain, a cockswain, and boat's crew, and an officer 
of health. 

. Both English and foreign vessels pay two schellings per 
ton, measurement, for the use of the port, if they land the 
whole or any part of their cargo ; and one schelling per ton 
if they do not. 

Every vessel on coming into harbour is boarded by the 
deputy port-captain, who on his return communicates in 
writing the name, nation, and all particulars respecting 
such arrival, to the secretary's office, to the custom-house, 
and to other public departments. 

It is the duty of the deputy port-captain to point out the 
proper situation for anchoring and mooring ships as they 
arrive, so as not to interfere with each other, aiid to take 
qare that all the regulations of the port are duly observed. 

In his first visits to the ships, the port-captain is attended 
by the health officer, a most important servant of the pub- 
lic. Apprehension and alarm on the subject of «mall-poir 
and measles, where there is a slave population so numerous 
and valuable^ is uppermost in the mind of the Cape-Dotch 
inhabitants, who are the chief proprietors. Some years 
ago, through want of due caution, the measles were intro- 
duced, and 4,000 persons are said to have fallen a prey to 
that fatal disorder. Xiatterly, the small-pox was brought 
by a slave ship, under circumstances, vriiich, if true, are in 
exact conformity with what might be expected from the* 
cruel and debased mind of the master of a slave ship. A 
. Portugueze ship, legally trading from Mosambique, having 
a cargo of slaves infected with small-pox, came into Table 
Bay for refreshment. Govefnment has at all times shown 
a laudable anxiety to prevent this description of vessel from 
being supplied with more than necessaries to preserve the 
unhappy vicdms of avarice, during their passage to the 
Brazils. Having received a refusal of something he re* 
quired, the- brute who ccHnmanded contrived out of revenge. 
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by nightly visito to a oaptured »\mfe ship then in port, to 
communicate the infection, which, on landing the prize 
slaves, spread through Cape Town. By the precaution of 
shutting the barriers against strangers, and by strict quaran*- 
tine of every infected house, and by universal vaccination, 
the disorder was subdued, without spreading into the ihte^ 
rior, after the loss of about one hundred persons, chiefly 
slaves. 

The arrival of the transports with settlers in 18dO, and of 
two regiments in 1 822, under symptoms of measles and 
small-pox, has afforded another proof of the necessity of a 
stHct maintenance of the port-office establishment ; as, on 
this occasion, the distress, which wouM have fallen on the 
inhabitants by the introduction of these dreadful maladies, 
was averted by the care of the health officer. 

The officer of health must be always within call, and 
prepared to go on board in the calm or in die tempest. He 
ou^ht to possess conciliatory manners, with a firm mind. 
It IS his duty to overawe the unruly, and to conciliate the 
more moderate, to an endurance of remaining on board 
under quarantine, after a long voyage, within a few hundred 
yards of an inviting shore, themselves in perfect health. 
He is to show the violent the evil consequences and penal- 
ties of resistance to government, and to console the obedient 
liy the hope of being soon released from their watery im- 
{Hisonment — ^above all, he is to be watchful and circum- 
spect, and not to be lulled into carelessness, or deceived 
into an assurance of the healthy state of a ship. He is 
himself to view all and every thing, for on him rests the 
care of the public safety. 

This important and vital duty is expected to be faithfully 
performed by some skilful professional gentleman, at an 
annual sriary of six hundred rix-dollars. Cape currency, 
which are forty-five pounds sterling British, money ! ! ! Can 
this be reckoned in the number of the extravagances of the 
salaries to the Cape establishment i 

SECTION VIII. 

Wharf-Master. 

This is an office under the control of the customs, of 

kite creattion, but loudly called for by the necessity of the 

case. The public wharf for landing goods was in such a 

desperate state, that it was unsafe for passengers from the 
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«hi|i»*4o be* ptft^on shore, and heav]r merdkttiidiz€; tratf di»- 
irtafged ifrom the boats upon the ^harf with diiBcuity and 
idanger. A dispute arose • whether Ihe wharf was to be 
iispaived »hj the colonial government or by riienav&ld^ 
4»attnient>' whose guns <and stores> tended ^duringthe war, 
•had been^ a^prificipal cause of its decay. Fortonalely, ^he 
removal of 'the establishment to StmMi's Town settled 'the 
question, before the wharf entirely gave way ; and the colo- 
nial government appointed a wha^rf-master, whose duty it is 
to -provide' for the repairs of the wharf; and to 'famish 
iaokhng saffici^it' to hoist upon^the quay, or to lower into 
Ae boats>fMM^hages or casks of any dimensions or weight 

'rCheipaymentatlhe wharf for landing or shipping' 

. A'hosse .5 rix-ddllars 

Other. €s(tde 1 

^Sheepand pigs . • . . | 
For A' pipe or • half a ton . . 1 
ilalf*pipe or other cask . i 

The wharf duties have been found sufficiently produc- 
tive to defray the expense of repairs, and to pay the esta- 
tablishment. The amount of receipts is paid by the wharf- 
tnaster weekly to the collector of customs, and by hira to 
die receiver-general. 

There is one wharf-master and two clerks, appointed, 
paid, and removable by the colonial government. 



OHAPTER VII. 

COLONIAL AUDrrOR.-:EXI»B!!<FSfE8 PAID BY ENGLAND. 

Thb duties of this office, litrhen performed with attention 
and vigilance, are most important, by the control of colonid 
expense. It is, however^ a situation of some delicacy and 
embarrassment, as occasions may arise in which the wishes 
of a governor must be contradicted and opposed. A written 
prd.er from the executive, when produced at home, justifies 
ihfi obedience of an auditory but in that case the governor 
becomes personally liable^ if the disbursement is not allowed, 
W^fifb ijS Qpt an agreeable circumstance to any man in power. 
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To^t|ie.cH:iloii]0l 4|iclHpi:.«rf ref^n^d roondily. thcjreceipts 
af^d. disbuFs^Qieots pf thie various te^tablishmentsof Cape 
'^Tqiyii, except those pf the burghs a^oate. He examiiies 
tlie Y9.ucher« pf bath pay menta, and receipts,, and .collates 
tl^m with the eatrie^ m the, books of each office. He neither 
03fc^lQoks ^r^pr,. Bor.pa^es over ap unusual cbarge,iwithottt 
ejcpjsm^tioa fi:^in;the party ; and n^hen all id dedared^uiEsecl; 
imd regular, he ^igps , the . accourits, and having given due 
nptice^t the. secretary's office, the amount is drawuifrou 
^e office account at the bank, aud paid to, the colonial cr&- 
c^iver-g^ieral. 

It belongs to the auditor to prepare an annual repert,.ex-> 
[^natory of t^ sMte.of every department in. the colony^ 
assigning reasons for any decrease or increase in their x&« 
q<eipts or expenditure, and deliverii^ acoiarect.list.of con^ 
tingeiit an<j| fixed payments and salaries of the establishment* 
This colonial apprppriatiofi-paper is, at the dose of every y ear, 
delivered to government, and transmitted home^fpr. the infor- 
mation of the secretary of state for the colonial department. 

At the end of the year 1821, the revenue and .payments 
were nearly as here quoted ; but absolute rediance must nc»l 
be placed on the statement of an individual, coUectmg in^ 
formation fi-qm different sources, on matters of finance, with 
n^^t;of whicfa hel\as no immediate personal relation. 



'Bkcbipts, 1821. 

From Biii^Dollars. 

Bank. lC0,0i9 5 

Customs . . . • $13«198 S 

Hthes and transfers . .2904^ S 
Vendoes .... 5M)8,346 4 
Li|nd revenue . . . 1 78,57 1 1 
Stamps : . . • . 150,929 7 
•Seqi^strator . . . 31,794 4 
itiiiUing .... 20,0245 
Post^ce ..... ^2497 5 
Port office — 

Cape . . 11,020 S J .-^- . 

eimor^MTdvn tAtt 6 ] ^***^ * 
Fiscal ... . • 3,041 
Wiye Taster . . . 12,124 6 
Fees paid in from offices 92,688 4 
>Coqini9iido .... 7,000 



DlSBURSEMEMTS, ^821. 

Rix-Dollan. 
Fixed oontiogeiioies • 4^849 4 
Unfixed ditto in govern- \ 

ment houses, 'an^Wf jjo^fia 1 
offices, building8> ves- r •^«^'' * 
aels, and supplies • j 
Commissary for expendi- 
ture to armed inhabit- 
ants ^ 

f^zpqnsepaidfprs^eri 41tfe80.O 

Hottentot Kraal captain 3t3Q6 5 

Colonial Cavalry . '. ~ '2,132 

Cape Corps .... 100,868 i 

Drostdy District Ex-^ 

penses. Salaries 

colonial servants, i 

all other chai^ges < 



7,425 4 



774i358 5 



1^63,510 5 1,249,908 ^ 

The whole surplus revenue of the year 1821 amounted "^b 
to 2119^602 .0 ; verjr unequal to meet theineidental expenses •> 413,602 O 
,S9 cQi^stiuitly pnesiuig on the cqlpi^ g<»y^rnment. 3 

1,463,510 a 
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A grateful public will duly Estimate the nnshaken perse- 
verance of Mr. Hume^ and of other members of parliament/ 
the able and indefatigable advocates of home and colonial 
retrenchment. Desirable and necessary as (economy may 
be, there is a degree of consideration due to the public ser- 
vants on foreign stations, which zeal should not overlook. 
Whatever naay have been asserted about those colonies, 
whose civil or military servants are supported by the pay of 
Great Britain, it must be confessed that much has been in- 
considerately said in the House of Commons on the subject 
of the expenses of the government of the Cape, and of the 
salaries of the civil servants ; and one would suppose that 
the salary of the governor, of the public servants, and aK 
other Cape expenses were paid by the Treasury of England. 
So far from drawing upon the funds of Great Britain for 
this or any other purpose, it cannot be shown that the Cape 
has ever been assisted by Great Britain in any expense 
which was purely colonial. 

If it be meant that every thing in the shape of surplus re-' 
venue, taken from the pockets of the colonist, should be re- 
mitted to Great Britain in aid of financial distress, caused 
by a desperate and protracted war ; and that colonial im- 
provement is to be starved for that purpose, it certainly 
would become a subject of fair discussion, whether the Cape 
could in justice be expected to contribute to the debt of 
that war, of which she was in no manner the cause. 

The colony of the Cape of Good Hope was neither 
founded nor nurtured by English people, nor at English 
expense. 

The salaries of the civil servants in any of the offices of 
real business do not go beyond a reasonable compensation. 
In many of them, they are barely sufficient;. and in all, those 
of the chief and other clerks are shamefully inadequate to 
the services performed, and to the responsibility incurred ; 
arid in common justice to a very deserving part of the com- 
munity, ought to have been long since augmented. 

The. Cape is the only place within the limits of the East 
India Company's charter where the civil servants are in the 

Sedicament of incurring some of the Indian expenses upon 
uropeab pay. 
f An unaccountable degree of erroneous- reasoning has 
crept into the public mind, on the subject of the salary of the 
governor and captain general of the Cape of Good Hope. 
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If any pf the speakers or writers, had partaken of the ho^^ 
pitalitj of this hatf-way house to. the east, and having been 
made acquainted, with the increased rate of living, on a spot 
open to incessant visitors, from all parts of the world, would 
calculate the expenses necessary to maintain a splendour 
and dimity befitting the high office, they wouid allovir, that 
oidy. a small surplus, could remain; very insufficient to 
remunerate the services of any individual of rank and abili- 
ties, performing the duties of governor; and consenting to 
live eight thousand miles from his native country. 

There are only three situations in the colony, where the 
salaries exceed one thousand pounds per annum : — 'that of 
governor, of secretary, and deputy-secretary. There arc 
four other, of one thousand pounds per annum : — a colonial 
auditor, a colonial paymaster, a collector, and a comptroller 
of customs. To fill all these six situations, (putting the 
governor out of the question,) individuals are appointed by 
the English government, who, after the longest period of 
service^ are neither entitled to the benefit of a superannua-' 
tipn fund, nor to half-pay. or pension ; and when, worn out, 
or incapacitated by sickness, have only to retire to the little 
savings of their oeconomy. 

With regard to the remaining departments, if considered 
to be necessary or useful parts of the Cape government, 
the salaries are invariably mean and. insufficient. 
• In the magistracy, due dignity of station and deportment 
is expected to be preserved; but can it be fidy maintained, 
by a chief-justice on a-salary of seven hundred pounds per 
annum ? 

. Every appointment at the Cape is executed in person. 
Here' are no principals and deputies — the one, an absentee, 
tp receive pay, the other to do the work : .but in every 
office, whatever is to be done, be it more or less, is actuaDy 
transacted by the party : nor are there any of thos^ ap- 
pointments called smecures, although it will have been seen 
in forpier chapters, that there exist some establishments, 
where little is to be executed ; and others, where it might . 
be more advantageous to the public, that every thing was 
omitted. 

It would ill become a servant of one department,, to 
under>rate the duties of those of another ; but perhaps it 
may appear, that,. after the death or. resignation of the pre- 
sent occupants, the consolidation of some offices with 
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otbc!l*9>aiid^tlietdt«laiifiilitlatioQ'of inofie than iint; iKhonti 
reiiefegoveitaamiVfrom an unneeeisarj and cairibroos load 
of pettj departinlBiitg ; and, r by a reduction of expense, be 
acceptable to the people. 

That! wfaicb has been here saggtsted^ onthe^geineral sub- 
ject^of sdaii^s^ 19 not-collected from report, bni arises frbm 
aperstHidi coaviction of the injustice and impracticabi^j^ 
of reducing them, $0 as to correspond with aiij^ eapei^atiotf 
of useful cBconomy; and the retrenchment of salary isrpro-' 
posed in England, net as a fund for the< formation' antf 
imiprovement of roads, of bridges, of kloofs ; for a' wharf or 
a mole ; for the establishment of churches ; for an abatement 
of taxes; for rdieving the boers, by a redaction of quit- 
rents pressing mn<ii tooharda and almdst' to distress; on a' 
veryindustrious set of people; or indeed' for any colonial 
purpose; but to aUgitient the finances of Great Britain. 
A celcinrated lawyer left his fortune to assist in paying off 
1^ national debt ; but Lord Mansfield z^et aside the willr 
observing^ that he m%bt'jui^t as well ha^e beqfueatbed his 
fiiU4>attomed wig to stop the centre ardi of Westimnlster-' 
bridge. 

With every testimony of respect for the advocates' of 
retrenchment, to whom the country feels great obligation, it 
may be asserted, that, as far as relates to the Cape, their^ 
speeches are unfair and unfounded; and that: there is no 
just ground for charging the Cape witli waste or extrava- 
gance in the salaries of her servants, disabling her fiK>m dis- 
charging what is due from a colony to her now mother- 
country. 

Since the war^ which ended in 1814, Great Britain has 
stationed a changeable force at the Cape, sufficient for a 
peaces-defence. It consists of one company of artiilery, 
half an one of engineers, and three regiments, which go- 
to India in turn, after being seasoned for that climate, by< 
a prior residence in this colony. Two c^ the regiments of 
the line have lately been sent to Bengal and Madras ; and^ 
the third, having formerly gone ftom the Cape to India, and' 
then back to the Cape, is ultimatel}^ returned to Europe'; and *- 
three regiments have b^en landed to take their place. Do ' 
the advocates of colonial retrenchment consider the Cli|>e 
bound to defray the expenses of British regimi^nts,< hatting^ 
on their Avay to protect the mighty eastern empire of Eng- 
land? 

The bills of the commissary of the army, which include 
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tbe expenses of the navy on the station, and those refitting 
on their passage, are the only, chargies which England de- 
frays. The pay and allowances for each of the three infiintry 
regiments of the lipe, may. be com- 
puted at £SQf900 per antium 

3 



108,00Q 
and that of the. company of artillery 
and half-company of engineer^ ^at; . . 18^000' 

making a total of <£ 126,000 

to be c^awn for- this^ service on the lords of the treasury. 
<£ 1 62,869 were drawn in 1821, being a surplus of <£36,8^ 
beyond^ th^. cost, of tbe. British forces* Aft&t^ aU^wtag a t 
part for thfi naval expexiaes, the remaindeC' proJbAblyt waa > 
expanded by ther commissary,, in tlie purchase of raUons 
delivered to the settlers^ to/prevent absolute atarvation-: b»lrf 
it i^ not tQ'be argKed that the Cape is to .provide, at her>< 
own expense^ ^ maintenance for 4,000 . British subj«ot^) 
thrown upon her sh'^re;; whee no part of the sums, .vote4'i 
by parliament for thewaid^ ever reached the Caf>e;tirea9ufy»*' 
The .sum. of <£l26,000'is.tbati which alone can. hie stated t 
as payments on thaCape account $. even pveaaining,^ which i 
is not granted,) , that the colony is boond to pay: the British j 
army^ .nnder the circumstances in. which the regiments me^ 
here placed. Against this expense, paid by Englsmd'in:* 
consequence of the occupation of tbe Cape, it is* feir Uvt 
take credit for the pecuniary advantage England recedes in 
return, .and for the disbursement which the Cape is-^now^ 
called, upon to, make,. in consequence of part of the EngUsbt- 
population b^ing.thrust upon her,causiii^daexpyenae>whBch.> 
belongs, wholly to herself, . 

In taking. the statemi^t of 1821, to the duti^ paid * at r 
home on ^he import of Cape produce^ is also to be added r. 
a profit of 10 per cent» on the exports from Great Britain-, 
to the C^pe-; but.nx>t taking. into account hen pn^t 'of - 
labour. See. incidenlal to suqh an export, which is aiaoi 
wholly gained by Great Britain. 

The British produce,' imported into Rdrs. 
the CapjBy in 1821, amoui^ts to . 3,778,440 

The foreign, from England . . • 576,590 

Making a total of .... 4,355,030 
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I. s. d. ' 
Ten per cent, on the above sum 34^40 5 O 
Birect duties on Cape articles in 

/ London 77,98e 2 3 

Expenses for settlers 
paid by the colony 
for two years . ^24,363 
One year, 1821, 12,181 10 

— -^ 12,181 10 a 

Permanent annual expense of the 

location ...•..•• 1,830 5 7 



i:i26,8S4 2 10 



besides an unsettled demand of the commissariat to a 
considerable amount, to be also paid by the colony. 

From this statement, it appears that the amount ex- 
pended on the military stationed at the Cape is made good 
to Great Britain; and in addition, the Cape maintains four 
companies of infantry, and two troops of cavalry, fuHy 
equipped, encamped and stationed on the frontier, to pro- 
tect Albany and the other locations from the incursions of 
the Kaffers. The expense of this armament amounted, in 
1821, to <£l 9^138 4s. 9^*; and is a sum paid by colonial 
taxation to guard British interests. Adding this to the 
sum before quoted, the total amounts to «£ 1 45,972 7^. ld.\ 
being a surplus of <£ 19*1 38 4$. 9d. beyond the sum ex- 
pended by the mother-country. 

Of these pecuniary advantages received by Great Bri- 
tain, and of the expenses to the settlers, paid on her 
account by the Cape, there will, probably, be little increase 
of the one, or abatement of the other, for some years. It 
is, however, possible that the first expense of settlers, being 
for the year 1821 about «£ 12,000, might be relieved, in a 
degree, by their having a good harvest ; but it is surely 
impossible to look for any thing favourable from the pro- 
sent state of things in the newly-settled district of Albany. 
When Great Britain acquired possession of the Cape, it 
was not in the expectation of commercial advantages, or of 
her contributing to the expenses of the nation ; but as a 
military station ; the advanced guard of her Indian posses- 
sions. The advantages resulting from this occupancy, in 
time of war, so ably and prophetically announced by 
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Mr. Barrow, in die seoond book of :hi8 second volnne of 
Travels in South' Africa, have been more than realized, »Bid 
e9peei]dly throjughout the last war« Whibt the nation* 
enjoys such fortunate results, it is not courteous or correct; 
that the Cape should be brought forward in parliameA^ 
however plausibly, or eloquently, as an instance, of the per* 
seyersnce of ministers in a wasteful colonial expenditure ^ 
or that she should be held out, as disabled, by .unnecessary 
and extravagant establishments, from relieving the expenAQ 
of the mother-country^ were there any well-founded daioi 
for her so doing. 



CHAPTER VllL 



CAPE TOWN.— MANNERS, CUStOMS, AND HAfeltS Of 
THE PEOPLE* 

At the close of the month of September^ Table Bay lA 
free from the prevalence of north-west gales, and the heavy 
rains have ceased. The verdure of the lion's Hilli a^d of 
the luxuriant crops of oats and barley along its base, affords 

Pleasure to the eye> which has rested so long on the waters* 
^he plain, enamelled with flowering bulbous plants of 
every colour of the rainbow, variegating the very margin 
of the bay, adorned with neat and elegant villas, and the 
singular appearance of the Table Mountain, combine to 
delight a stranger on his arrival, and to predispose his mind 
to receive the most favourable impressions. In this dispo* 
sition he lands, and traversing with alacrity the grand pa* 
rade, inferior only to those of Lisle and Brussels, and 
rejoiced at once more resuming the use of his legs on dry 
ground, he is conducted to some fashionable boarding- 
house, where he must be left to recover from the pleasures 
of his new situation. 

Cape Town, the capital, and the only town at present of 
any great extent within the colony, is bounded on the west, 
the south, and sOuth-east, by the Lion and Table Mountains, 
and by the Devil's Hill ; on its northern side, by the bay. 



tfid on ks easterB) ^by fortified Kncn '^of defenoe** ' Tfus 
IMIIS68 and^rd^ns in the <>iit8kirU, lilid-ihe tomn^ksiAfy 
«BO«f>y a 8|)ace of nearly l^OOOacres iMithio thekoUMJbrieB. 
Tkroni^ Ibe oarroweit stri^dts two carriages may pass ;'aiid 
dto main ^tnetsts, which are much ilvider, tr^id fmm liie 
iiDr#i>^est to the south, crossed at right angles t>y ^fbevs 
from the sea to the Kk>6f; which vuns betweea the Lioii^s 
Head and Table Mountaia. From this Kloof llie#e 'is w 
tod^sheye view of the bay and town, which, from it^ negu* 
la#ity> and neatness, a[^ears to grelit advantage. The 
houses, flat-roofed, and chiefly white, with green window^^ 
are spacious and convenient, having an elevated terrace, 
here called a stoep, in front, and small gardens behind, 
usually with a treillage clothed with vines. The private 
gardens between Cape Town and the mountains^ from 
which the inhabitants are plentifully supplied with fruit and 
legumes, are of exquisite beauty ; and the garden-houses 
are the favourite abode of the Cape-Dutch inhabitants. 

The public buildings consist of the castle, the great bar- 
rack, the granary, the custom-house, commercial-ha!!, town 
and district jail, the Calvinist and Lutheran churches, and 
the colonial building, including, most conveniently, within 
its walls, the secretar/s office, that of th6 fiscal, the bihik, 
flie orphan-chamber, the sequestrator's -office, the hall of the 
court of justice, the public library, iand, in fact, all the other 
(Offices, except that of the burgher senate, who are in pos* 
session of the stad or town-^house* 

The commercial Exchange, a large and ahandsbhieObuild* 
isg, buih by subscription, stands on the western extremity 
of the parade. The first stone was laid, by Lord C. H; 
Somerset, the governor, about the time when Gape wine 
was delivered by the wine boer to the merchant for the 
price of 200 rix-dollars per legger of 1 5@ gallons, and by th^ 
merchant it was exported, and sold in London for 'lorty 
pounds sterling per pipe of 1 10 galiotts. ThfeT commercial 
room became too small for the exportation of growing wealth 
" — ^the frog expected to swell to the size of the ox. At that 
moment no plan could be too magnificent for the rising 

* The TMe Moontain is of the height of 3,589 feet, ^e path u|> to 
the Table is not very difficult, and ladies hare occasional!? li^dveDtimd 
thither. A wag^r was lately ma4e by Dr. Cathcart, 6f the d8th.rtt^« 
ment, that he woald ride his horse to the summit, and return in the 
same madner. He accomplished It near the Orange Grove^ on the south 
sida of the mountain. 
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fltlfninportance of Cape tnerchants^ and tfaeSscbfUige 19^ 
erected on' a scale ridiculous if compared to the requir^^ 
purposes* However personally respeeUibk many pf thi^ 
class of merchants may i)e>tthe nature.of their tra4e is retail* 
The Honourable East India Company sell a single case of 
tea, two pots of ginger, and five pieces of calico or otb^ 
goods. If such be the practice of these once imperial 
merchants, what can be expected from the minor traders-? 
all of whom take out a retail license, and diapose of their 
go6ds to an individual or to a re-retailer by the piece or th^ 
pair* Commercial individuals, however, whether de^der^ 
m wholesale or retail, who in the year 18£1 received 
imports exceeding the sum of six millions of rix*doUariy 
cannot be considered insignificant. ' A retail way of sale 
appears to be the occupation of a little mind ; yet there ar^ 
not wanting at the Cape mercantile men of capacity and of 
generous feeling. Taken as a whole, the class is respect^ 
able and respected. The present state of exchange on 
England would, to a hasty observer, be decisive of the ruin 
of a merchant on remittance of the proceeds of bis good^ 
to England ; but it does not appear, that the exchange on 
England, which reduces a rix-dollar, issued at four shillings 
Aterlingy and current at eight Dutch schellings in many 
colonial purchases, to one shilling and sixpence payable in 
England, has operated to reduce the personal habits and 
expenses, or even the external appearance of the generality 
€»f Cape merchants. Where, and on whom this depreciation 
in the remittance of proceeds, arising from the: sale of a 
lai^e «tock on hand, is to fall, does not as yet show itself* 
In the mean time, every luxury of the table, oi company, 
of establishment, horses and carriages, is in full force. 
Many» who were content in England, when issuing from an 
upper story, to be permitted to indulge on a Sunday upon 
a hired hack, enjoy at the Cape the almost daily pleasure of 
their own saddle-horse, and their curricle or barouche, 
occasionally. If all this proceeds from the emoluments of 
trade, the merchants of the Cape have no cause of com^ 
plaint. Probably the debasement of the currency falls 
heaviest on> the English exporter, to whom many of the 
gentlemen, called Cape merchants, are merely agents. It 
has been eafd> that tiie commercial Exchai^e was about tp 
be let fdr subscription assemblies, and that Terpsichorp 
.»d the €h«ces are to drive Commerce frombec.tbccNie* 

l2 
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Others have stated, that it is to be purchased lor m Eofjr 
lish church ;^ and although the money changers were 
driven fromthe Temple> and accused of making it a den of 
thieves; it is nowhere written that the reverse might BOt 
take place, and that a den of thieves, if it existed, might not 
become a very holy temple* ' . ' . 

The value X)f the subscription shares to this building has 
fallen to ^ne^half of the original cost. If the hopes of the 
proprietors are realized, and the Cape becomes a free port, 
her merchants will rise into importance, and the commer- 
cial exchange may become of consequence, as the sceue of 
exchanges, re«exchanges, purchases, sales, aind speculations, 
•between nations trading to the east : the Cape will then be 
placed in that state, with regard to eastern trade and general 
commerce, to which her geographical situation would long 
since have called her, if uncontrolled by the system of the 
European powers, and especially of England, with whom all 
the beneficial results of her prosperity would finally settle. 

Buying and selling, which, on the most enlarged scale, 
are in some parts of Europe considered to degrade a gen<> 
tleman, are held highly honourable by the Cape-Dtttch. 
On the address of a letter to an Englishman, after the 
word esquire, they sometimes add, by way of compliment; 
the appellation koopman (or merchant) as the superlative 
distinction. Smouching, which here is an appropriate word, 
meaning buying an article, and selling it again at profit, is 
practised by all the Cape-Dutch, except a few of the higb- 
-est class ; and not by them forborne from any idea of der 
gradation, but from being fully engaged in other pursuits; 
rand it is not bad policy to account that to be honourable, 
which all are in the habit of doing. Female slaves parade 
the town, the neighbouring villages, and country houses, 
carrying upon their heads, and in the baskets of an atr 
tendant man slave, an assortment of every article of dress 
worn by females, with which they supply the purchasers at 
Clearly the same rate as in Cape Town. The lady.owner 
of the slave girl, when she returns home at night from a 
party or a ball, compares the unsold goods and the rix- 
doUars she receives from her pedlar, with what was sent 
for sale in the morning, and gives out the merchandize for 
the next day's perambulation. There have been i&stances 
of chastisement . inflicted on the slave, if every thing is 
•brought back unsold, on the presumption, that following 
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her ow&parsuits, she. has neglected die anterdsts of berr 
laistrew. By this, and by buyiog an article, when chedp> 
at one vendue sale, and acquiring a profit by a resale- at. 
aaotber vendue, many families, if not wholly maintained, 
are 'greatly assisted* < 

Leaving the commercial Exchange, the heeregfacht (An- 
glic^ the gentlemen's ditch) presents itself, leading towards 
the public offices and the government gardens. In thisj 
street^ once the residence of the best Cape families, but 
now of English shopkeepers, is the Subscription or Society* 
House; a building appropriated by the proprietors for the 
acccwnmodation of the town. : Here are billiard and card 
rooms, and a ball room, where, during the winter, the as- 
semblies are usually held. There are also, what are called : 
in Europe, coffee-rooms, where stale newspapers andr 
pamphlets are to be read. The subscription amounts to 
nine rix-doUars per quarter for tlie coffee-room, and a- 
limited sum for the balls ; five dollars are paid by a recom- 
mended 'Stranger, landing and staying not more than- a- 
month. The subscribers to the rooms are numerous, btit- 
the newspapers and pampMets are meanly and shabbily 
supplied. The {»roprietors are moderate and generous* 
enough to content themselves with only requiring the ma- 
nagers of these subscription-ropms to pay for all the re-. 
pairs, decorations, and expenses of the house, and a.dlvi*; 
dend tp themselves of 10 per cent, on each share. The^ 
charm of the society house lies in itis situation, so. prime fop 
gossip^ being in the centre of the heeregracht, traversed by 
every one going to the parade,. to the government offices, 
to the custom*liouse, or to the wharf; so that, between the 
hours of eleven and five, almoi^t every one may be seen 
from the door of this house. Physicians^ lawyers, civil 
servants, military officers, merchants and gentlemen from 
India, congregate during the whole niorning. Early in the 
day some one or tvvo regular prosers occupy the green 
seats in front, and unless, like Ulysses and his companions^ 
liiey who pass have the precaution to put wax into their 
ears, or to bind themselves to the mast, they are invariably 
drawn for a time into the magic circle of the siren. The 
talk commences, and that which is, or is not, being ref* 
ported, gains currency for the day. A gross uatrudi on 
any subject, deceiving the hearer> and circulated from 
the spot, for the amusement of the . inventor, h called 
^5 shaving," and the dupe» beiiig shaved . himself, waud^rs 
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tlurougk die towa to shave other*. If the eiliVBOiiier 
stated that he had discovered a comet which wouid rinortty 
be visible, the first shaver adds, that the asteonomer de- 
du-ed, that the comet would in aU probability be so near, 
as to melt all the icebergs at the antarctic circle ; and the 
second shuver adds that, after the comet had so doae, 
the taH would, in its progress;, coaie in contact with the 
top of Table Mountain. 

If the deceit was confined merely to matters of this kind, 
it would be even then highly blameable, as il creates an ha* 
bitual disregard of facts, and lessens the estinlation and the 
practice of adhering to truth : but the peace, and hap^piness 
of individuals are frequently invaded ; credit impaired^ apd 
society distracted, by the circulation of base and anfounded 
r^orts. 

Another knot of orators appeared to be forming a few 
doors below, on the green bench of a confectioner's shop ; 
but opposition is poor, and the sweet smell of what was 
{ping on within, being too trying for their pockets, they 
coalesced in the old spot. 

In one of Pilpay's fables, it is told, that a king» dispt* 
rited and fanciful, convinced that all remedies were useless^ 
gave himself up to despair. His physician made a ball o£ 
copper, and - presenting it, assured him that it was com* 
pounded of herbs and minerals of such rare virtue, that i% 
vrould insinuate itself into the frame, and work a perfect 
cure, provided the patient persisted in throwing it about 
daily for a few hours. The king obeyed, a thing hardly to 
be effected, and in a few months was freed from his dis-* 
temper by exercise, which composed the whole of the ve<» 
getable and mineral virtue. If the physician of the Cape, 
whose word is. law with th^ Indians, would prescribe the 
daily use of this ball for a few hours on the par^e, he 
. would confer a triple obligation, by giving occupation to 
the idle, restoring' the hypochondriacal Indian to headth, and 
inemQving a nuisance from the heeregrackt. Every lady^who 
passes thrpugh this street to her visits or her occupation, 
i:uns the gauntlet of these acute heeregracht observersv 
The iashions^ble shop for ladies' dress unfortunately is si« 
tnated at ihe very door of the society house* 111 lock to 
liie poor girl, vvho, as she turns the comer, discovers a 
newly created fracture in her stocking, between the shoe 
and the ))ottom of the petticoat. Nothing escapes the 
C^tose i|iv§8^]|[fttiop of thest idjersi and |ilih<itigh no word i$ 
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mU^ die tiller and- the la«gh di;aw forth a pmlvviioii ^ 
Uadies. 

Suck a plaee a9 the nowty-hom^ door- wouldj ia Eng7 
Ifuui: or. Ir^and, draw aroHod it a never ceasing swarm of 
n^portimate beggar9 ; but hiere a heggar is unknowp, sav^ 
one^ \tha« on tb& Wynberg . road^ like Lazarus, lieth at the 
rich matf's gate. Blind and old» be possibly ^lay be led 
there by daily kindness, in order to enjoy the warmth of 
thatsun, of whose blesjsed light he, cap no more hope tq 
partake. 

Within the building containipg th^ public offices, which 
is beyond tiie. society-house^ at the tQp of the heeregracbt, 
ia situated the seer^tar/s office, to which a stranger mu&t 
address himself on hia arrival and departure from the co* 
Jooy, and produce the necessary testimoniala of i)im»elf, 
and securitiea, if required* This is the corniicopise, whence 
all favours are distributed* Behind Mi, on the same line,* 
is the Bank; probably the gnly one in the world from 
whose eoffera not one atom of specie of any kind goes into 
eircuhition. Here sit the directors, paying all demaiidl^ 
aad issuii^^ the necessary funds, in paper rix-dpllars. Oi| 
the other side of the building are. the offices of the thr^e 
fiacals, Minos, .^cu3 and Bhadainanthus; and beyond theni 
the post-office^ whence fame reports to ^he four qnarterii 
of A» workl. In the centre of the area bjshind, there is a 
^cioafl court of justice, and# as you pass pn to the publii^ 
library, and hear tne unharmonioua harangues of advocateS| 
fledainyng vehemently in the .Dutch language, the mind i^ 
al^nost deceived into a belief, that they are arguing for 
truth, and not for pay. 

There is a public colonial library, lately erected by gor 
vemmen^ and handsomely fitted up, both in point of taste 
asdi >«tility* It consisfs of two apst^ions library rooms, with 
apartments and apparatus for chemical experin^enfs. The 
phmand arrangements are excellent. It ha^ bee^i ingrafted 
on the Dessintan library, heretofore under .tb^ n^anageinenf 
eS the miniatets of the C^lviiiist churchy Mr. Jaacbim 
Nicolaaa Van Dessin was born in Qerm^ny^ and having 
emigrated to the Cape about the middle of the eighteenth 
century, became secretary to the orphan. chamber. Pessin 
was a tolerably well educated man, fond of society, and, 
being of liv4sly, entertaining joann^rs^ bef;:aaie a welcopi^ 
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I^e^t in all paf^ties. CoHecdog of boalf wa» liU favourite 
pursuit; but he is said not to have been a man o£«cieDoe 
and literature ; and it must have been by extraordinary di- 
ligence, that he was enabled to bring together so tnany 
valuable publications, and to form sUch a library in Cape 
Town. Detraction has published, that, at a time of ^ great 
mortality,''when sales of the property of the dead and of the 
distressed were held in every part of the town, Mr. Deaski 
constantly attended, and purchased at a low price the boioks 
on sale; but surely, when any man wishes to make a C0I7 
lection for the benefit of the public, it is no disreputable 
circumstance to do so as cheaply as possible, and thus en^ 
able himself to increase the collection, which he means to 
bestow. At his death he bequeathed a small sum of money 
in trust for the gradual increase of the library ; and his c^ 
ject has been faithfully fulfilled by the trustees^ who have 
added many modern publications* Mr. Dessin died un^ 
married ; and by the manumission of his slaves, afforded 
proof, that; whilst he had endeavoured during life to add 
to the knowledge and improvement of others, he had not 
forgotten to direct his own conduct in the paths of bene-t 
volence and humanity. The collection thus originally 
formed, has been greatly increased, by fines on small of-* 
fences applied to the purpose, by books presented through 
the good wishes, or by the vanity, of recorded <ionors, and 
by the liberality of the colonial government; The library 
already boasts possession of the best ancient, and most ret 
cent modem publications, in religion, in the classics, in his-r 
tory, poetry, geography, chemistry and political <]economy; a 
most ample collection of essays, of voyages and travels ; 
and dictionaries of all ages and languages. The tUng that 
appears to be chiefly wanting, which Mr. Dessia could not 
bequeath, is ^ colleT:tion of refiders ; for reading is not «b 
African passion. 

In the other public buildings, not noticed, there is little 
to be remarked, The Calvinist qr reformed esUblished 
church of the Cape-jPutch is a handsome edifice, capacious 
and appropriate. It is ornamented by the escutcheons, ar- 
morial bearings and epitaphs of dignitaries of the Dutch 
church and state; but by the late death of Baron Va« 
Reede Van Oudtshoorn, there is no one ' individual mefi^ 
ll^er of titled Dutch nobility no\v left at the Qape, 
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. The LntUehin cbtnrek at -tbe- top tif 'Stnmd 'Street' is 
greatly admired for its elegance>-atid bears a^ay the palm 
from all other colonial buildings^ 

From the church it is a natural transition to educatian, 
the most important feature in a rising colony.' The pros-* 
pect is not cheering, although there is a coloiiial ^stablisb*' 
ment for classical and s<^ool education, having the first 
colonial chaplain as rector gymnasius, ;ot princtpal master; 
with a salary of 1,600 xix-doUars per annum, aild a mohdily 
payment by tbe parents, of fifteen rik-doll&rs for ea6h day- 
scholar. Eminent for a correct and dignified discharge of 
his duty, when in the desk or the pulpit ; he is in tale&ls 
more than equal to the direction of a school .^education. 
But the very excellence of a man's qualifications for the 
church, and the regular performance of its duties^ incapa^ 
citates him for being a schoolmaster at the same period of 
time. The religious engagements command one day iii 
every seven; and the addition of the previous necessary 
preparation withdraws too large a portion of time froni 
^at unceasing, and uniform attention, which the education 
of youth requires, and without which, progress cannot bt 
attained. A schoolmaster, who fulfils his duties., can be 
only a schoolmaster. The military chaplain also, ' with 
equal qualifications, takes pupils, and by the efforts of theise 
two reverend gentlemen, doubtless more will be effecited in 
point of instruction than heretofore. To place education 
on a sound and growing footing at the Cape, and to indnCe 
tbe Cape-Dutch to adopt the English system, or, to exr 
press it more properly, to force them to receive any ediicar 
tion at. all, an academy having the graduate ot a British 
university for its master, unconnected with the church as a 
pastor, might be founded to advantage. No young Cape* 
Dutch gentleman should be appointed to an ofiicial situation 
in any of the departments of government, who had not been 
for a certain time at the academy. The order of Loi*d 
Howden might then be strictly enforced, by which tbe stu* 
dent is compelled, before he takes office^ correctly to write, 
and fluently to speak, the English language.^ This would 
work sensible improvement in the educatioU and in the 
manners oT a class greatly deficient in both particulars. 
There is no place in which the benefit arising from gOod 
schools wpuld be more perceptibly felt. 

f See Appendix N. ' 
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Tfae^dioMte of Indii^. uiifkvouMlife.to olriUfCn» compels 
pwmt» to scud them ad^a rnrj earlyage to Bngfamii^ and to 
incur an enormous expense, and the separation of many 
yimitBi If diere were pvoper schools or academies at the 
C«|M|, with masters dulj qnattfied, there are few: parents 
wiio would not preferably send their children to a pfau^ 
witkitt their reachy and to a claaiate> to. which, in case of 
illiiesisv tbej mij^t probaldj resort themselves^ bef€a«> tfa^ 
finally left the east There . ace a few> da}»*scfaoob far fe^ 
male cfaiMren ; but this part of education is abo deploraUy 
negheoted; The attention of a virtuous and well educated 
BMther goes far in the instruction of a daughter,, in all- that 
ia uaefol, and much that is ornamental in private Kfe; so 
(bat die estabhshnEient of girls schools is not so absolutely 
necessary^ but if European masters and gofvemes^es, cMf 
character andof fitquatifications^coidd be induced to settle 
hi the colony, a better taste and greater anidety for female 
eAieatm would be generally instilled into tke Capo^Dntdi 
infanbitants. 

The so^MBty of Cape Town is composed of various ma- 
leriil»-«*divine» of different tenets, medical men with and 
witbmst diplomas, civil servamts of the various departments^ 
smval and military ofiicers, Capo-Dutich advocates, Cape- 
Dutch inhabitants, and civil and military servants of the 
Bast In£a Company, form the aggregate of the list. Upon 
Iho English part o£ the society, it is unnecessary to dilate. 
An En^slman, from the Orkneys to New Sonth Wales, is 
tile same unbending creature. He accommodates bimseIC 
witfi difficulty, to the manners of other countries ; and no* 
Ihing can be right or proper, that is not- English, and to 
which he is unaccustomed. The Scotch and Irish mix 
more readify, and sensibly, wkh the members' of a fonrign 
society, and are more easily reconciled to its customs. In 
considering this subject, the death of one, who once filled 
so large a space in this colony, sorrowfully presents itself 
to memory*— Henry Alexander, colonial secretary, a man of 
|be most eccentric manners, possessii^ extensive benevo^ 
leUce of heart, accompanied by the highest endowments of 
the head. There was neither 'art nor science of which he 
bad not acquired some knowledge, and in many he vras 
eminently skilled. His powers of reasoning were strong, 
impressive and overcoming, for he bad the taste, sense and 
learning of former ages, to bring to his aid in argument, (in 
which he delighted,) and his memory was so perfect, that 
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hedduM At oiiee c«ia«Mitid alt ftat lie Inid -e^er be«#d cmt 
read. Food of domestic lMi{>piiie69> and of coiripafiy * he livisd^ 
lit the coi^aiit iatefcbange of good offices and civilitie» 
mtk the most resfiectable English aad <!!ap&»Dtttch families ; 
and feeling a kind disposition towards aH sSeBx>f character, 
afiid seeking information wherever it could be found, indivi^ 
dually he associated with those of every rank and station o# 
life; afdent, social, libera^ kind and courteous, stichwa» 
the man, whom the Cape deplores. 

The Indian visitor^ exceed every other single class in 
number, as much as they surpass in talent. The instituttoK 
of a college in Calcutta, and the mfore modern one of Hailey- 
bury, in both'of which these gentlemen kept their tertnsi 
and attended the lectures of professors, and tbenr subsequent 
examination in classics and mathematics, force on tfaem^ 
however idly disposed, a distinguished education. The 
climate of India, and the necessity of avoiding the san, 
compel a continuation of literary pursnits. After his* ar-* 
rival in India, a writer, unless he be a mere trifler, advancear 
by gradual steps into situations of trust and importaiieei 
In a few yeans, the collection of the revenue, the govemment 
of a district, or some other important object, is committed 
io his care. His thoughts become engaged on weighty 
concerns ; his understanding is exercised; and the energies 
«f his' mind are called forth-; and when he visits the Cape, 
he brings with him larger intellectual means of Contribotitig 
to social intercourse than most other men possess. 

The Indian visitors are accused of selfish feelings ; but 
tvhere is the instance in which they do not subscribe to the 
general amusements of the place ? or, where is the indivi- 
dual distress to which they do not generously contribute ?' 
On a decay of health, the Indians usually resort to the 
Cape, before they are reduced to the absolute necessity of 
tibandomng their post and gomg to Eltrope. Many dread-^ 
fni victims to Indian sun are seen here ; for hope strength-*' 
hned by interest beguiles men to remain in India too long; 
when, by an earlier arrival, this health-giving climate might 
have worked a cure. The majority of invalids, under that 
best of physicians air and exercise, soon regain strength and 
vigour, sufficient to partake of the sports of the fidd, and 
CMxasionally to gain the brush at the end of the fox chase. 
These gentlemen are daily fixtures in the circle of the so- 
mty d<HM*,r Men nrho have been so much confined within 
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the boiae» are ex|;ueAt^e for keepiog out .of it wheh diey 
have the opportunity ; apd the judge &nd magistrate, )vh'o 
daily, when at his station, sits from morning to evening, 
hearing causes in Cutcherry, has a claim to the iodulgence 
of complete idleness — it is the fallow field of the hody a^d 
mind. In coming to the Cape for health, a civil servant 
loses one-third of his salary; if he remains lingering for 
any period, and ultimately dies, the whole of his arrears 
is forfeited. 

The government garden, called in the Dutch time the 
Company's Garden, occupies a space from the top of the 
heercgracht to the road which leads to the Tahle Moun- 
tain, and on the right to the Kloof. The centre walk, 
which is wide and of the length of ahout one mile, is carried, 
through an avenue of spreading oaks, beautifully green in 
the spring months of August and September. At that 
season, although the sun be bright, the air is cool and 
elastic, and the blossoms, bulbs and flowers, delight the 
eye* Upon Sunday, when the military bands continue to 
play their most lively tunes and airs, it would seem to be( 
fairy laud, were it not that the moving figures are mostly of 
a colour not described to be that of a fairy. 

The scene is interesting, and the walk fashionable, bnd 
there is a pleasurable feeling and freshness in Uie spring 
atmosphere of this delicious climate, indescribable to a 
atranger. One part of this garden was, in the Dutch time, 
reserved for curious plants, bulbs and shrubs, interesting^ 
to the botanist; and in another part, vegetables were grown 
for the supply of the Batavian ships refreshing at this port 
on their passage. The whole has now merged into a pri- 
vate garden for the governor, and the public is excluded 
ifrom every part, except the grand walk. A menagerie, the 
interesting appendage of eastern power and magnificence, 
still remains ; but the spirit is gone ; for there are only two 
or three lions, a Bengal tiger, and the panther and hyseoa 
of the Cape. It is to be regretted that this establishment 
has been suffered to fall into insignificance. There , is an 
interest and feeling peculiar to itself in the view of a well 
stocked menagerie, which is the triumph of man over the 
tyrants of the air and of the forest. There was a tolerable 
good collection of living and dead animals and birds in the 
museum of Mr. Villete, a naturalist of the Cape^ but they 
were lately purchased by the commander of the Fairlie, and 
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shipped for :London, where tbey will be an nccept^hUl 
obj/5ct to the curious. Some of the stuffed antet^pe»are 
rare, and of great beauty. The government house is situate^ 
about half-way up the garden, and is built. in the Dutch- 
style, ^ith its portico and fountains (jets d'^au). It is cool 
in the springy and not inconvenient for the purposes o^ 
state, or for , the necessary parade and arrangements, of a, 
public day. But the vicinity of Table Mountain, and the 
reflection from that immense mass of stone, throws upon 
this house in summer, as it does throughout Cape Town, a 
burning heat by day, from which none recover until, the^ 
cool and early hours of the next morning. 

This abode might be thought handsome for a high an4 
mighty mercantile body, but is not on a scale becoming 
the representative of the British King, on the outwork 
of his eastern empire. It is also considerably out of re- 
pair. Beyond the government garden, towards the Kloof,- 
are the house and celebrated gardens of Mr. Zorn, called 
Leeuwenhof. Here is a commanding view of the bay, of 
Cape Town, and of the intervening gardens, which' are prof. 
ductive and beautifully arranged ; and to the eye of a Cape^ 
Putch gentleman, the looking forward to the RixrdoUar ia 
not the worst part of the prospect. 

Leeuwenhof, or Lion's Den, is what in England would 
be called a good estate, yielding to its owner ample means 
of living like a gentleman. The rents arise fiom the daily 
sale of every description of fruit and vegetables to the po- 
pulation of Cape Tiown ; this is done to a great extent by 
slave boys, who go with two large baskets twice a-day, 
backwards and forwards, filled with whatever is seasonable, 
from the garden, and with eggs and milk from the farm* 
From some gardens five or six slaves are constantly so 
engaged, and, at particular seasons, each will bring home 
^wenty or thirty rix-dollars per day. 

Between Mr. Zorn's and the Table Mountain, Oranje- 
zigt, the house, gardens, and vineyards of Mr. M. Van 
Breda are conspicuous. He is the most experimental hor-* 
ticulturist of the Cape. His gardens supplied the naval 
establishment with vegetables, but they are now vineyards, 
except a part reserved for the curious and useful plants of 
the east and of other countries. Here may be seen the 
coffee tree in vigour : it is said to bear' ti -sufiiciency of 
coffee berries for the parlour use of the family, and that the 
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Hft^our 18 exedlent. This may he a matter 6f family tacte, 
in ^hich all might not agree ; but any stranger may ^b-* 
serve that the tree is healthy, and the coffee berries perfect 
and abundant. 

1%e beauty of the heaths, bulbs, and flowers of the 
Gape is universally acknowledged ; yet, as nature is said to 
<livide her favours,, she has generally denied to them the 
sweetness so prodigally bestowed on those which adorn 
the British gardens. It is a common saying in Soutb 
Africa, that flowers have no smell, rivers no fish, and birds 
no song. 'Such, however, as the flowers are, they are 
eagerly sought after by the British florist, and are not 
thought unworthy of a royal conservatory ; and the beaiiti-- 
fill plumage of the birds makes them an object of desire to 
the ornithologist. In number, birds are remarkably few, 
and it is matter of surprize to a traveller to observe, how 
Uttle of this description of animated nature presents itself 
to his view — but there are no hedges - to afford food and 
shelter. And as to fish, it is a matter of no surprize, that 
rivers which frequently are without water should be gene- 
rally without fish. There usually appears in persons newly 
arrived, a degree of fear on the subject of snakes. Snakes 
are numerous, and some are of the length of eight or teti 
feet ; but they decrease as cultivation advanceS| and are not 
generally seen in gardens. 

The situation of Oranjezigt (or Orange View) is strik' 
ing : it has a more extended prospect of the country, of the 
town, and the bay, than Leeuwenhof, and forms a more 
distinguished object. Mr. Van Breda distributes with ge- 
nerosity the rare plants which he collects, and is courteous 
to the visitors of his gardens. Desirous of profiting by 
the improvements of others, he inquires into the practice 
of aH nations, in whatever regards his own particular pur- 
suit, and politely imparts all the information within his 
knowledge. 

This gentleman, in community with another, possesses a 
targe tract of sheep-walk over the mountains, near the east- 
ern coast, on which he maintains the most numerous flock 
of Merino sheep in the colony, together with an excellent 
stud of breeding mares and horses of the English race. 

Returning to Cape Town, you may pass the great bar- 
rack, heret^re the stores of the Dutch East India Com-» 
pany r it 17 a large, solid, and convenient building, having 
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lodging fbr ^JOOO men, ^Hd temdasa tnagnificefit^i 
ment'M the splendoar of ^e Batamn ^steblielnDeiit* 

The stad, or town-house, is situated iti the green-Bulling 
nearly the centre of Cape Town. Thwi b«iiiKtitig.JM»i« 
good appearance, rising by aflight^of^eps^^vithia fmtimo, 
and is occupied by the hurgher senate, 'in »tke^AKkffian»Uif 
fts duties. This is the ^ace for ^h<ikling'Ae ^enatna Mm 
iSukum, and here the taxes are reoeived. The^kOf^nAfe* 
engines are srecured in the stad court ; aad in oas^^oF fire^ 
even of a chimney, the bell of the stacUbouseand-allilhe 
diurch bells are tolled. The constables of the night anMt 
and assemble here, and the coolies of the day atand ma tk* 
steps for hire. 

There is iio part of the town regulations Mue^iv .'die 
burgher senate's control worse ntanaged dian the ^ repud- 
iations of coolies, except it be that of the -bos^tmen. Tfam^ 
fatter seem to be under no control, and make a demaml 
according to pleasure; and, if it be not complied widi^ 
however unreasonable and exorbitant, the indtvidualMnnj 
lose his passage whilst he seeks redress. 

The partof the square in front of the stad-house ia uwmI 
for a green-market, abounding in every dectcr^tion of vege* 
table of the season, brought for sale. At a very^ariy.hour 
the diligent buyers flock to the spot, and complete itheilr 
daily purchase; the lazy take up with what is. left, if.re*' 
quired by them, before the s^oond supply in the Afterooon. 

On a line with the front of the stad-house,- d«5cendii^( 
towards the sea, close on the shore, is tbe-^fisb-^inarket^ 
iibundant and cheap: ten pounds or more of fish, of- the 
common sort, inay often be purchased, fbf two «i^ellings 
(sixpence sterling), and of the be«t, for four ^chellingft. 

The supply of fish on sOme days is immense. The hol»- 
tentot, Jacob evert, elft, hake or stockfish, the ki|ig klipfiahy 
the steen brazen, and the stompneus, are all of ' exoelknt 
qtrality. The stdckfish is called the earthquake^fish, fbom 
not having made its appearance in the i>ay until' the yearef 
that event. It is a remarkable circumstance, thatt^ie' red 
stompneus rarely, and the red roman never, ifho^ghthe 
chief fish of Simon's Bay,) pass the Cape point intO' the 
waters of Table Bay. In die season, or montf)»^fJ«ily 
and August, there are boat loads of snoek catighf ^Uiily. 
These fi«h are a great article of the food of slaves when 
^ried; and, at the best catching time, two ^ooeks^oC ten 
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pounds eaoh« w^ frequently sold togelber for ^bfee pe^ony-^ 
pieces*' Tl^y are oaugfat by the booK and line« • Ii;i fine 
. luredther the boats start before daylight for the fisbing 
gro«iDd« manned by four or six fishertpen^ yiho are share- 
hewers in the . catdi^ and> after deduicting for the boat 
owner, make equal distribution^ whether the individual 
may have bad more or fewer on his hooks: they return 
ebi6ut two in the afternoon. A species of grey mullet^ a 
&ak about twke as large as a herrings is taken in nets* A 
man aits on a rock or the shore to observe the shoaL. and 
the net is then drawn to iaclose them. The quantity tak^ii 
ia the months of October and November is prodigious ; 
they are chiefly salted, and purchased by the bpers for their 
slaves^ Night nets are set occasionally for the generality of 
fish, but not many are so taken, if compared with the 
book. In the Table Bay sharks abound : they are trouble-* 
some to the fishermen, rising at. the fish when caught by 
the hook, and are . destruc^ve to the nets, when they get 
entailgled therein.. Few fish are found in the rivers^ on the 
Cape side of the mountains, except small fish, called Karp- 
ers and springers, which are excellent, and eels. 

Shooting is one of the favourite amusements of the Cap^ 
and it is to be had in great perfection. The period allowed 
by law is, from 1st December to 30th June inclusive; the 
other are prohibited months, during which the game breeds. 
Partridge, pheasant, korhaan (a species of bustard), wild 
paauw (a sort of small bustard), hares and antelopes, of 
numerous kinds, abound. Snipes and ducks are also to be 
foBiid in the winter months m swajoips — all, except the 
latter, are frequently seen on the same spot. Qn a good 
shooting day, game of various sorts fills the bag. There 
•are no rabbits, except on the islands in Saldanha Bay. 
Shooting parties to the most distant parts of the colony, on 
the other side of the mountains (overberg), frequently take 
place. In these the Indians, being unoccupied, take the 
lead. The houses of the boers are generally very inferior 
to those on the Cape side ; and the swarms of flies, fleac^ 
&c. experienced on these occasions, corroborate our credit 
of the history of the plagues of Pharaoh. To avoid the 
want of accommodation and nuisance, it is advisable to 
pitch tents. • . 

The red-winged partridge is in abundance (overberg), 
and killing twenty brace of birds in a morning is not an 
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unusual task for a sportsman to perform. Snipes abound 
so muchin particular valleys, near the warm baths, that to 
describe the quantity would exceed belief. Bustards^ of 
more than one sort, are found in plenty ; but it is on Groene 
Kloof, or the flats of Swartland, and near the Twenty-fout^ 
River, and toward Saldanha Bay, on the Cape side of the 
mountains and Berg River, that the sportsman folloM's 
bucks (antelopes), shooting with most vigour and success. 
The English use double-barrel guns; one barrel of which is 
loaded with buck-shot, and the other with smaller shot, in 
order to be prepared for the variety of game which presents 
itself. 

The boers carry heavy long single-barrel guns, with 
which they almost unerringly bring down an antelope, if 
within 100 yards. They shoot with great precision, biit 
only at the larger game ; holding partridge shooting in con- 
tempt. In the months of September and October, the 
quails are in surprizing flights or bevies, and any number 
may be shot. The quails migrate early in November, 
except from Robben Island in Table Bay, whence they 
cannot fly to the mainland ; and, like a man in a jaib remain 
from the impossibility of getting out. 

There is one sad alloy to the pleasure of sporting, in the 
difficulty of rearing dogs. The distemper, distinct from that 
of England, usually destroys them when puppies from four 
to six months old. If they do not take the distemper at that 
age, they are not clear of danger ; and all, sooner or later^ 
receive the infection. It affects chiefly the gall and bladder, 
and is attended by a violent fever, which no medicine ap^ 
pears to reach ; and, if they do not recover by an effort of 
nature^ usually die in a very few hours. Mercury, anti- 
mony, and every other remedy has been tried ; but as yet 
no specific has been discovered. The hydrophobia was 
unknown here, till within a few months ; at which time a 
slave-boy, bitten by a dog, died of that disease ; but as 
other individuals, and also animals, were bitten by the same 
dog, and no bad effects followed, it might arise possibly 
from some other cause. That this should be so is most 
desirable ; for the number of dogs in Cape Town is so 
great, that no one would be safe from the danger of hydro- 
phobia. In addition to the most extraordinary breed of dimi- 
nutive lap-dogs, of » which each house has a portion, whose 
long hair is combed and wa'shed almost daily, nui4ierbu« 
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unowned dogs» of a larger d«sffription^ roam about in packs. 
These animals live and gro^ fat on the otfal of the fish- 
market^ and of the butchery; and after a nightly repose 
under the warm covert of the outhouses^ rush tumultuously 
at dawn to the sea-shore, with the cry, but not with the 
melody, of a pack of hounds. There they are gorged with 
the offal ; and during the day, except their haunts suffer 
from intrusion, they are quiet. — Numerous as the beggars 
in Europci they are not so importunate ; but the whip will 
dismiss these, whilst the pertinacity of the beggar can 
only be conquered by a gift. The Cape-Dutch, who like a 
little snarling, say, that at the capture the English intro- 
duced the garden-blouse to destroy the vegetables ; that the 
English settlers brought the roest to destroy the wheat; 
and that the regiments lately arrived are accompanied by 
the hydrophobia to destroy the inhabitants. 

A subscription pack of fox-hounds is on the list of Cape 
amusements. The jackall (fox of the Cape) differs little from 
the common one ; it is something larger than an English fox, 
and a stout runner ; but the hounds are in force and mettle, 
and it is a game jackall which can stand for one hour. The 
duiker, a powerful antelope, affords capital sport ; but the 
lesser ones are disdained. There are neither hedges nor 
ditches ; but mountains, sand hills, and mole holes, of 
dimensions and depth not to be believed by any one unac- 
quainted widi the Cape. The jackall, like the fox^ well 
knows how to play his game and to direct his course rightly, 
when life is at stake. Nature, which has given a fine nose 
and foot to the hound for attack, has given cunning to the 
jackall for defence. The hounds are under the management 
of a skilful, keen, and excellent sportsman, whose only 
quarrel with Homer and Virgil is, that in the descent of 
their respective heroes to the Elysian fields, fox-hunting is 
not stated, on their return, as the favourite sport of the 
" mighty shades." Few of the Cape-Dutch subscribe to 
the fox*hounds ; but in whatever regards the destruction 
of game of the larger kind, the wolf, the tiger, or the 
ostrich, they are foremost in the field. 

The Cape races, which take place in September and 
April, cause considerable interest, and furnish a strong 
attraction. Many of the best bred horses had been sent to 
Mauritius and India in 1821, and the sport slackened ; but 
.the increase of young produce this year, tirom English 
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houses, caused a greater mtereBt. Tbe hoera, who .are the 
chief breeders, join eagerly in racing ; and two of the prini- 
cipal ones offered a purse of 400 rix-dollars to be run for 
by produce of their respective studs. 

The Indian gentlemen are a great support to the races ^ 
and have proved, by success, their title to be considered 
good judges of the probable speed of an untried racen 
An exU*aordinary custom prevails here of an owner entering 
his horses in an assumed name. If it be a disgrace to a 
gentleman to be the acknowledged proprietor of a race- 
horse, he ought to abstain^ and not have any concern in the 
transaction. The disguise of an unknown name excite« 
curiosity; and the real one is soon discovered. — ^Thc 
ostrich puts its head behind a bush, and fancies itself con<- 
cealed. The Olympic games were attended by all that 
was great and glorious ; and, to be victor in the chariot 
race, for in that way the horses were then trained, in- 
creased the pride, and added to the fame and gloryj of a 
king and an hero. Alcibiades, who, besides being the 
bravest general, was the finest gentleman of his day in 
Athens, and in all Greece, sent seven chariots to the 
Olympic games, and gained the first, second, and third 
prizes ; but so differently did he reason, that the valued 
part of the prize was the name of Alcibiades, published 
through all Greece, as the victor> and proclaimed aloud by 
a herald. 

It is on the race-course that the dis{day of pleasure wag"- 
gons, carriages, and horses takes place ; for what is dis- 
persed at other seasonsi is there collected ; and it would 
surprize a stranger to see, at the point of South Africa^ SQ 
many fashionable curricles, chariots, barouches with four 
horses, landaus, tilburies, and dennets. . It is true, that the 
greater pait of the merchants' horses were working in a 
waggon the day before, and will do so the day after the 
race, when their owners return to the duties of their shops 
and stores. No part of the inhabitants makes a greater 
display than the lawyers. The leading advocates of the 
day sport barouches and four, on which they drive, or are 
driven, reminding the beholder of the 5th chap. £d book 
of Kings, verse 9* The next in rank are content with a 
curricle ; and the notary follows in a solitary gig. Physic 
also as&erts her claim of distinction. The physkian in hift 
chariot with four greys, the surgeon in his barouche ot 
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tilbwry, and the apothecary on his hack, passing the town 
burial-ground with an avelrted eye, hasten to the spot# It 
is a joyous scene — all are busy ; and during the race week, 
care seems to be given to the winds. The Saturday after 
the race is pay-day ; when some experience the pangs of a 
chancellor of exchequer, in his labour to iind ways and 
means to meet the supply wanted. 

The races have been the principal cause of improvement 
of the Cape horse ; the boers now, possessing high-bred 
English stallions, feel great satisfaction at the first victory of 
a colt from their stud. The Cape mares are small ; but as 
their size and shape will be increased, both by import, and 
by the young mares now growing up from English stallions, 
there will be a race of horses equal to any in Europe, in 
the course of a few years. 

Company,' dancing, and the theatre, are to the taste of 
all ; but the habits of the Dutch and English are not as 
yet sufficiently amalgamated to allow them to associate and 
mix in the same free manner as is usual with individuals of 
a common stock. The heads of the society of each nation 
dine together, very much in the English style ; the governor 
IS also liberal in his invitations to both Cape-Dutch and 
English, and adds much to the hospitality of the place. 
The Cape has been described as not abounding in classic 
lore ; but if the accusers had ever partaken of the excellent 
wine and dinner of the late acting governor, they would 
have been edified by the Latin and Greek quotations of 
his excellency, and retracted their charge. It must, how- 
ever, be granted, that the guests did not always appear to 
understand the quotations; but if the governor laughed, 
they laughed too. The private entertainments, whether 
given by the Dutch or the English, are in good style, and 
abound in all the delicacies of the season.^ The glass cir- 
culates freely to a late hour, except when the entertainment 
closes with music or dancing. M usical parties occaisionally 



• To die Lovers of good Eatine. 
TURTLE SOUP. 
(At the London Hotel, Hout-street.) 
A fine fresh turtle, just arrived from the Island of Ascension, will be 
dressed this morning, by a professional cook, (late turtle dresser to bis 
excellency the late acting governor,) and sold at the following prices :— >• 
Per pint, 3 rds. ; per quart, 5 rds. ; per gallon, 20 rds. 
Saturday^ 30th March, 1829. 
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Xake place at the Cape ; and there are not wanting private 
performers of taste and execution ; but the professors are 
few and not eminent. Dancing is the favourite amusement 
of the Cape ladies ; for all prefer to do that in which they 
most excel. In addition to the dances at private houses, 
there are subscription assemblies at the Society-house dur- 
ing winter, well attended by the English and Cape-Dutch. 
The Cape-Dutch girls have an inherent inchnation for 
dress and ornament ; and as ladies in general are fully and 
daily instructed by the looking-glass, in the colour and 
fashion best suited to their respective form and com- 
plexion, the assemblies are adorned by every appearance 
of female elegance and taste. The ladies of the colony, 
whether English or Cape-Dutch, appear to be little, if at 
all, inferior in grace and activity to the usual standard of 
London dancing, and superior to most, of the provincial 
assemblies ; but they cannot be expected to keep pace with 
the exquisite movements of the elegantes of a court. The 
waltz or quadrille are now the high Cape tone ; and 
country, now termed kitchen dances, are neglected. Qua- 
drilles and cotillons were danced generally by the Cape- 
Dutch, before the conquest of the English ; and to oblige 
them, the Dutch ladies give up the quadrille, which the 
English could not then dance, and adopted what is 
called the country dance. The young Cape ladies are 
not deficient in personal charms, and although there 
are here none of those commanding beauties, which 
abound in Europe, and particularly in England, formed 
to captivate all beholders, the Cape may boast of a 
galaxy of pretty young women. To these dancing assemblies 
a lady may go with her brother, or a friend, or alone, with- 
out fear of impertinent remark or intrusion. And she 
may return on foot at night, unattended, except by her 
slave with a lantern, >yithout the slightest apprehension 
of alarm or insult. High Life below Stairs, a well known 
farce,, in all places and in all ages, is acted here. Laura 
and Gil Bias, the lady's maid and the valet, will be found 
io all places, qualified to counterfeit the young widow of 
quality and the Spanish grandee. Whilst the public and 
private balls of the upper classes are going on, there are 
continual dances amongst the other orders, denominated 
rainbow balls, composed of each different hue in this many 
coloured town. The females are chiefly slave girls of the 
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first claas^ aild girls who have acqaired their freedona; 
iind amongst the men are seen officers, merchants, and 
young Dutchmen. It cannot be pretended, that these 
meetings add to the morals of the town. However that 
may be, every thing during the ball is conducted with due 
decorum. The ladies imitate the manner, conversation, 
and dancing of their mistresses, and nearly equal diem in 
dress ; and, when the dance is over, it is not necessary to 
follow the parties into retirement. Besides these rainbow- 
dances, there are others, in which the negroes are engaged ; 
and although a few of these dances take place every night, 
yet the grand display is in the outskirts of the town, to 
which the black population rush, on a Sunday, (as the Eng- 
lish do to Greenwich on Easter Monday,) and go through 
their various awkward movements in quick or slow time, ac- 
cording to the taste of the dancers. The Sunday dance is 
accompanied by native music of every description. The 
slave boys from Madagascar and Mosambique bring the 
stringed instruments of their respective tribes and nation, 
from which they force sounds, which they regard as melo^ 
dious. The love of dancing is a ruling passion throughout 
the Cape population in every rank ; but music, though a 
pursuit favoured by a small part of the society, is here a 
passion with the negro alone. 

The play-house is a favourite place of amusement, and 
there exists a considerable degree of theatrical talent. 
The Cape-Dutch have not as yet been able to support 
a regular theatre, with a company of actors ; but, until this 
season, a sufficiency of amateur performers was always to 
be found. There was a convenient play-house in St. 
John's-street, where farces (petites pieces) in Dutch were 
acted once a fortnight. No money was received at the 
door, but the subscribers gave tickets liberally to the Eng- 
lish who were inclined to attend. This theatre has the 
advantage of actresses, for some of the Cape-Dutch young 
ladies have talents for the stage. It is understood that this 
agreeable little theatre was abandoned, in consequence of 
private disagreements, which, in the paucity of places of 
amusement, is much to be regretted. The only objection 
to it might perhaps be, that some of the pieces were rather 
too broad for English manners. 

There is a regular built theatre, about the size of^ose in 
English country towns, in the Hottentot's-squarei The 
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afaares have gat into the poseession of the En^flh; and 
£ogUsh Airces, comedies^ and tragedies^ were performed, 
as long ag the army was numerous enough to furnish officer 
actors. Since the peace, plays have been occasionally got 
up, and two actresses, on their way to Calcutta, performed 
for one season. As ther^ remained a sufficiency of tolera- 
ble amateur players to perform with them, they were re- 
ceived with deserved applause. The continuance of a 
theatre was a dejsirable object, as the Cape-Dutch fre- 
quented it regularly, and it brought them and the English 
into nearer contact. Of late there has been no perform- 
ance ; for although many actors remain, who can endure a 
law-boned fellow of six feet high performing the part of 
Juliet or Lady Teazle i and there are here at present no 
English females who have confidence enough to tread the 
boards. Nothing is so disgusting as the public exhibition 
of a man in petticoats, acting a female part in a love scene. 
It is not so with the other sex. When an actress assumes 
the character of Sir Harry Wildair, although at the first en- 
trance the fan sticks may be raised before the face^ they are 
«oon dropt. Curiosity, accompanied by admiration, is 
gratified at seeing a female of elegant symmetry and fomr, 
act with spirit and effect, the part of one of the lords of the 
creation. None of doubtful appearance are admitted to 
those seats in the theatre where, by their behaviour, they 
Blight put modesty to the blush; nor are the eyes of inno- 
cence offended by the effrontery of immodest women, or of 
men heated by intemperance. If libertinism does prevail 
in private, the eye and ear are guarded from the public dis- 
play of indecent conduct. 

No surer proof of the kind disposition of the Dutch 
need be offered, than the frequent adoption of children of 
peraons' not related to them, whose parents may be dead or 
may have met with misfortune. In England, it is not unu- 
sual to find those, who are ashamed of their poor relatives ; 
but at the Cape it is totally different. They find protectors 
and friends ; and by custom, though not by law, a godfisither 
or godmother consider it to be a bouoden duty, at the lea9t 
to take care, that the children of their deceased or impo- 
verished friends be put to a school, and finally in some way 
enabled to provide for themselves. This love of adoption 
is carried so far, that a married couple saying in a «hop, 
that ti^y knew not what to do with their new-born infant. 
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•v/ere overheard 'by the iuaater^ who MibiuisBively asked to 
he allowed to take the child. It was granted as a joke, and 
the next morning, to the utter surprize of the parties, atten* 
dants with a sedan-chair called to take the child ; and on its 
return back empty, the shopkeeper declared himself to be 
extremely ill used, in being deprived of the promised gk%« 
. There are three forms, under any one of which the mar- 
riage ceremony may take pUce : by special license ina room^ 
.by licenses in the church or vestry, or by the usual banns. 
The majority of marriages takes place in the church during 
service on a Sunday, There are more poor than rich, aiid 
no fees are paid when the ceremony is so performed. If 
the parties are married on a week day, or on Sunday, in 
the vestry, a fee of twenty-five rix-dollars becomes dne. 

Great festivities take place at a Dutch wedding, and the 
neighbouring friends and connexions are invited. Eatings 
drinking, dancing, and mirth more boisterous and rude 
than modern European manners permit, accompany the 
matrimonial scene. A jubilee of several days is not un- 
usual in the best families of the Cape, and on this single 
happy occasion, the nation appears to forget its discreet 
and sober habits, and, laying aside decency and decorum, 
abandons itself to gross and disgusting revelry. 

The parents after the marriage will not permit the young 
couple to leave the house, until they have found opportu- 
nity to settle themselves satisfactorily ; and, in a short time 
after, they adopt the usual regular habits of domestic life. 
The wife attends to all the household duties, and the hus- 
band to his farm, his business, or his profession. Marriages 
are generally as happy as those of auy other part of the 
world. The women are prudent wives, and affectionate 
mothers ; and were it not for the blameable facility of legal 
separation, which encourages vicious practices in both par- 
ties, the discord of married couples would be very rare. 
But to separate is so easy, that trifling disputes rise to dis- 
like, and so on to divorce. The grand specific for the hap- 
piness of niaiTied life, ". to bear and forbear," is unknown 
at the Cape. Money is not the principal object in mar- 
riage here, for none are ashamed to work : those who are 
in the practice of agriculture, of trade, and of mechanics, are 
not held in li^ht estimation, and no one doubts of gaining 
a competent livelihood after marriage. Incontinent wives 
and profligate husbands are to be found ; for the r^ion of 
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|>erfect conduct^ and: unfading happiness, lies not qb this 
side the grave. 

Early ripeness produces premature decay. An active 
handsome girl of fifteen^ become a wife, fie^iftendy in- 
creases to an enormous size before she is thirty; and in five 
years more, an age at whidi, in Europe, there still remains 
fflucli mature beauty, appears to be an old woman; befeve 
that period, the bounty of nature has sometimes furnished 
her with an immense additional load of fat from the hip to 
the knee, and of flesh and bone from the knee to the ancle. 
It is, however, by no means universal, for there are ladies 
who retain to the last their, due proportions of shape and 
beauty. A rare specimen of the size of a native female was 
furnished in the person of the Hottentot Venus, who went 
to London, and died in France, a few years since. It 
-would not have been difficult to have found three Hottentot 
graces of the same calibre, for her accompantment ; > but k 
is only in women and sheep, which are indigenous^ that 
nature is so profusely prodigal at the Cape. 

The baptisms and christenings of children in the Cape- 
Dutch chapels are not attended with any particular oere«- 
mony. The sponsors are not recjuired tp attend. It is 
sufficient that their names are delivered to the predicant, 
and to the officers of the church. . 

The funeral ceremony is an outrage upon all our Euro- 
pean feelings. After the decease, the relations and friends 
are invited to the funeral, which usually takes place uuth 
one intervening day. If the individual is of consequence, 
the concourse is great, and previous to tlie sepulture, which 
takes place about five in the afternoon, the company are re- 
ceived in the apartments, where every kind of refreshment 
is provided. When every thing is prepared, the undertaker 
appears, and calls upon the relatives to follow the coffin, in 
order of consanguinity ; and the whole party goes in pro- 
cession to the family vault, which is frequently in the gar- 
den. No clergyman attends professionally, nor is any 
church service performed, on the principle that, the spirit 
having left the body, what remains is only worthless dust. 
Arrived at the cemetery, the coffin is placed therein, friends 
and relations standing around. A mason stands prepared, 
and the tomb is closed, so to remain till another subject of 
death's dreary kingdom is presented for admittance. The 
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«tte0Auit8 raturn to the iioQfe, and regsle themtelviM with 
cake and wine. 

It 18 matter of surprise, that amongst 80 wellcondBcted a 
people, there should not be found a more serious depcNt- 
ment, on so solemn an occasion. In England, the loss of a 
parent, of a near relation, or of a friend, calls forth the most 
poignant feelings. The awfulness of the ceremony, accord- 
n^ to the rites of die English church, and the recollection 
Ant this is a solemn scene, in which all, sooner or later, 
most bear their part, might be expected to weigh seriously 
tipasi the mind of every reflecting person ; but at the Cape 
k IS otherwise considered. When concluded, the whole 
party t$3k of their several affairs as though nothing serio«is 
luid intervened. Within a month after, the public sale of 
the effects takes place, when different members of die fa- 
mily frequendy bid against each odier, (or a slave or an ar- 
ticle of furniture, with a rancorous pertinacity. The feel- 
isgs of fraternal love is here very subordinate to that of filial 
duty ; and though piety to parents is almost general, the 
jealousy of brothers and sisters of the same family too often 
appears. A very considerable, and on odier occasions re- 
ipectable man, a short time since desired^ when at the point 
of death, to be reconcUed to a brother whom be had not 
noticed JFor fifteen years. It is the etiquette of the place 
ftar the widow or children to insert the death in the next 
Cape Gaxette in an advertisement, frequently containing 
the moat ridiculous eulogium on the deceased, and an i»- 
flated account of regret which is not always felt. 
. 'Died, on the 6th instant, my dearly beloved wife, Maria 
Mag. Hoffinan, aged thirty-one years and six months; of 
which sorrowfril loss to myself and children, I hereby give 
notice to relatives and friends, and request to be excused 
the visits of condolence. J. L. IMMELMAN. 

Stellenbosch, 10th May, 1891. 

' This day, at eleven o'clock, departed this life, my be^ 
loved husband, J. A. Basson, aged forty-four years, e^t 
months, and twenty-six days. I give notice of this sorrowful 
lost to relatives and friends, and request to be excused the 
visits of condolence. Widow M. M. BASSON, 

Keesenbosch, l£th May, 1621. Bom Basson. 



Only one British lady has as yet honoured a Cape-Dutch 



genll^maii with her band. From bk Europ^iui and profeiK 
«ioQal education* and the consequence and habits of bif fa^ 
mily, attached to English manners* custcMnB and society* \m 
can hardly be considered in any other light but that of 
an Englishman. Very frequent marriages take place bfh* 
tweeii English gentlemen and Cape ladies; but the pkaffiBji 
and engaging manners of the Cape^Dutch giris^ aind tbekr 
vivacity, less forward than that of the French, but enough so 
to subdue English coldness* is quite at variance y^iA Hm 
obtrusive presumption of the younger part of the other aax. 
and in them* it is not to be denied* that abundant matmrsaU 
exist* which* when properly worked* form a totally^ dkferent 
man* Ignorant of tlie gradations of society* and Jmma^ 
quainted with the deference due to superiors* what can be 
expected from the youth* who* at the age of £ftee«i* ia sant 
from his family house as clerk in ona of the pmbUe offices* 
the usual finish to the education of the young gentlemen of 
the colony. Here he learns obedience to the head. of hb 
office^ with a little awe of the fiscal* and chief ji«Btice» wbi> 
can punish* and of the colonial secretary^ who can recom*- 
mend to promotion : and thus he is fitted for society; yet* 
with all these chances against him* from the natural good 
feelings of the mind* the individual geoerally turns out a jrn^ 
spectable character* as he advances a little into life. 

There are several little excursions from Cape TowA ear 
tremely pleasing. Rondebosch* Wynberg^ Conatantia* and 
Hout's Bay, are all within a day's ride. This is the. moat 
beautiful part of the Peninsula* abounding in shade and 
.water* which cause it to be the preferred summer resort of 
the Cape. The government house at Newlands* replote 
with taste and elegance* is a most acceptable summer fe^ 
treat in a hot climate. From it* through the cantonment of 
Wynberg* between the two bays* a most delightful spol» 
where, during the war* a force was stationed* you go on to 
the Constantias, two wine farms, noted in every book wri^ 
ten on the Cape ; but they are no where over-valued* The 
beauty and scenery of these houses and vineyards attract aU 
visitors, and the courtesy of the owners causes every, one to 
go away with a high sense of tha kindness of the partiea. 
Here liberality meets its due rewards ; for there require^ 
little more market for the Constantia wine* than the well*- 
pleased visitors afford. 

Proceeding to Hout's Bay* through a hill along the south- 
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ea0t«ni side of Table Momitain, the massive stones aud the 
deep ravines fill the mind with awe. The valley undei^ 
neath, between the road and the mountains^ abounding in 
water^ has hitherto continued to be uncultivated ; but, as a 
part of it has lately been granted on quit-^rent, it is to be 
fsxpected that this valuable spot in the vicinity of the Cape 
will add to the produce and beauty of the neighbourhood. 
< In approaching the Bay, you arrive at the place of Myn- 
heer Van Helsdingen; and such is the kindness of the owner, 
that, whilst he shows you around his vineyards and his gar- 
dens, you feel shame in permitting your mind to receive an 
impression of the little that is gained in the way of improve- 
ment, when compared with the powers which the place af- 
fcH-ds ; but the owner possesses more than his utmost wants, 
and the spur of necessity has no force. 

So miich has been written about the merits and demerits 
of Houts Bay, that it would ill become an ignorant lands* 
man to presume to give any opinion, and the reader is re- 
ferred to two reports, (Appendix, L. and M.) whereby he 
may be enabled to draw his own conclusions. 

There is a more extended tour, beginning with Hotten- 
tot's Holland, to which the road from Cape Town leads 
ucross the sandy flat and heavy sand-hills between Table Bay 
and Simon's Bay. These downs, from their marine appear- 
-^mce, the quality of the surface and the number of shells found 
thronghout, above and under, are by some conjectured to have 
heen, in times of yore, covered by the ocean, insulating the 
Table and Lion Mountains, and the elevated lands within and 
around them ; whilst others, in a spirit of prophecy, proclaim, 
that, in some future convulsion, such will be the case, by 
-the sea bursting its banks, and submerging the whole level 
from bay to bay. In the meantime, however, by traversing 
these sands and hills, the village of Somerset is attained, 
through which is the direct road to the Hottentot Holland 
Kloofy the grand communication between Cape Town and 
the eastern part of the colony. A handsome church has 
been erected, and the village already is of some importance. 

From the partiality originally shown to this pleasing part 
of the colony by the earlier Dutch inhabitants, it received 
the name of Hottentot Holland; and Mynheer Vander Stell, 
•governor, about the year 1699, had here his residence, oc- 
cupied a large part of the country between the Kloof and 
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the sea; but in the jedr 1711, Governor Van Assenberg 
transferred to different individuals the still existing places 
heretofore in the hands of Governor Vander Stell. 

Tlie country abounds in corn, fruit, and wine, and the 
principal houses are protected and adorned by lofty trees* 
The stream of water is abundant, and nature has been li- 
beral in her gifts to this favoured spot.- 

The Hottentot mountains form, from the kloof, a girdle 
at the edge of the flat country, till they close upon the sea, 
and that part forming Gordon's Bay on the eastern side 
of False Bay, stretching to the south-west. 

Inner Gordon's Bay affords good anchorage in five fa*- 
thorns and a half on sandy ground, a cable's length from the 
shore. Ships working out from Simon's Bay may receire 
shelter for the night, anchoring with a kedge, or stream an* 
chor, lying in safety in a soutli-east wind, and stretch out at 
day-break. The bay is equally good for ships standing into 
Simon's Bay, desirous to anchor at night ; and there is no 
difHqulty for ships, having a chart of False Bay- 
There are fine streams of excellent water running from 
the mountains into the bay. 

The south-west is the wind least safe in Gordon's Bay, 
as it brings a swell into the anchorage ; but it rarely blows 
home, or becomes more than a stiff breeze. 

The land forming the bay, and in the neighbourhood, was 
the property of Henry Alexander ; and such was his predi- 
lection for this part of the colony, such his sanguine expec- 
tation of its future value, that he declared his belief, thaty.at 
some future period, his estates in Hottentot's Holland, his 
whale fishery, and his harbour at Gordon's Bay, wouM 
greatly exceed the value of any one of the counties in Ire« 
land. Expectations so extravagant could never be realized, 
but there were solid grounds to consider Hottentot's Hol- 
land as a valuable possession adapted for a very considerable 
establishment. 

If the life of Mr. Alexander had been prolonged until 
the arrival of the settlers in 1820, he had the nteans of hold* 
ing out advantages superior to those of any other part of 
the colony. By the arrival of such a population, a part ai 
which was from Ireland, a village at Gordon^s Bay, his dar; 
ling hope, his theme by day, his dream by night, might, and 
probably would, have been easily and advantageously accomt 
plished; 
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. The ske of thia country,. through which 0vei;y thipg U^ 
▼ellitig from die eastern interior passes to the capital^ gives 
an opportunity of purchasing produce to any extent. The 
inhalMtants'aad the naval establishment of Simon's Town, 
directly opposite, could receive their supplies of poultry, 
v^getables^ com, cattle, and wine, by sea carriage from Gor- 
don's Bay. These various articles now go by land from the 
ifiterior to Cape Towu ; .and, in the Cape market^ they are 
purchased at an increased rate, and sent by expensive land- 
carriage to Simon's Town. The whale fishery, if connected 
with one undertaken for the salting of sea-fish, which may 
be caught in the bay in any quantity, would give to the boer 
a most desirable return for his corn and cattle, and would 
be a most valuable export to Cape 1 own, fully employing 
and recompensing the settlers. The country is more than 
fx>mpetent to maintain any population necessary for the 
purpose, and offers present enjoyment and future prospects 
more real than the visions of the Zureveldt. This estate of 
Gordon*8 Bay now belongs to a gentleman residing in 
£ngland» by . whom it is to be hoped these fair prospects 
may eventually be realized. 

Stellenbosch is one of the fruit-gardens and vineyards of 
South Africa. In the months of January and Febriiary, 
there is no place, probably, in the world, where grapes, 
peaches, and nectarines are in such general plenty and per- 
fection. The village of Stellenbosch is picturesque, abound* 
ing in oak trees of large size, and having rUls of water 
ttttttiang, through the streets; but from the vicinity of the 
iB^untains, and the prevalence of south-easterly winds in 
Ihe months of December, January, and February, it is ex- 
toemely hot. Here are good accommodations for strangers 
in boarding-chouses at about six rix-dollars per day, be* 
aides a hotel of no mean quality. 

The boarding-houses, both here and in Cape Town, 
which are supplied with every thing necessary for the com- 
fort of domestic life, are kept chiefly by respectable widows 
ef the best families in the Cape. The expense of living 
there does not exceed ten shillings per day, and many In- 
diatu prefer it to housekeeping, rendered troublesome on 
account of servants* Some of the widow ladies have pretty 
daughters, and a man must be on his guards or^ in seeking 
Hygeia, he may yield to the temptations of Hymen. 

From Stellenbosch, the usual progress takes to the Pimrl, 



mnother T:oloDiBl vineyard, a long and handsamtt village^, 
between a stone mountain on one side, and the Berg River 
on the other. The heat here is excesisive in summer ; aiid 
having seen the place, a stranger is restless till he leaves it. 

The next spot is the Waggon-maker's Valley, where- the 
golden apples of the Hesperides abound, without the dragoii 
to protect them. The produce of the orange trees is so great, 
that it is difficult to gain belief, except from one who has 
been an eye-witness ; but the truth is, that in the beautifcd 
and picturesque gardens of JufvrouwLategan, at Dool Hofy 
the orange trees measure the height of 55 feet. The produce 
of two young trees, each ten years old, amounted to 15,500 
oranges, besides windfalls; abd^ from the entire orangery^ 
the yearly gathering of oranges fills sixty-five waggons^ 
each containing 5,000, picked during the two months of Sep^ 
tember and October. More could be sent to Cape Town 
from this single place, but wagons are wanting, and the 
reminder is distilled for brandy. 

It is a pleasant continuation of this ride within the moun<^ 
tains, to visit the different farms on the Berg River, and 
then to incline towards Saldanha Bay, about which b^ 
much has been published. Mr. Barrow has entered at 
lensth into its merits, and more need not be advanced in 
praise of the security of Saldanha Bay. In abatement of 
Its merits, it should be considered, that, although eas^ 
entered by all ships, it is difficult for any but a vessel of war 
to work out, and that a continuation of south-west winds 
may cause a tedious detention. So great, also» is the want 
of water, that when Sir Roger Curties sent the Rattle^ 
snake and a brig of war to be hove down and repaired in the 
bay, it was found necessary soon after to dispatch thithftr 
a vessel laden with water. The land difficulties are as great ; 
surrounded by high and deep hills of moving sand, acceaii 
to Saldanha Bay is tedious and difficult, amounting to such 
a hindrance as would be intolerable, w^ere there to be much 
population at the bay ; and so unfit for cultivation and agri*- 
culture is this far-famed spot, that Mr. W. Parker, a san- 
guine settler, has abandoned a place, to which he vvas s<> 
partial at landing, that he purchased an extensive farai| 
running along the edge of the bay. The true' application 
of Saldanha Bay is for the feeding of cattle, and for this 
purpose these places are most excellently adapted. Tli$ 
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remark i&f one of the earliest and best ' informed Englisfi 
residents is worthy of notice : " The old Dutchmen, who 
first formed the establishments of this colony, had more 
tinder their nightcaps than most people give them credit 
for ; for every one who reflects, must observe the prudent 
advantages they have taken of the localities of the place." 

The road back to Cape Town leads through the Groene 
Kloof, one of the best cultivated spots in the colony. Grote 
Post, the government farm, has been the breeding place for 
the dispersion of cattle of the best blood and shape through 
the colony. The improvement has been so rapid, that 
they aire abundant on the farms of the boers, and this ob- 
ject is no longer necessary ; but barley, corn, and hay, for • 
the supply of the capital, is here grown in abundance. 
The Groene Kloof is only a short day s journey from Cape 
Town. . 

From the picture presented, it is not to be inferred, that 
there is not probably the same proportion of physical and 
moral evil at the Cape of Good Hope as elsewhere. Apo- 
plexy, palsy, and gout are endemial, and prove fatal at an 
early period of life, arising possibly from the fat and gross 
diet of the Cape-Dutch inhabitants, and from a habit, how 
wearing out, of retiring to sleep immediately after dinner. 
Fever, colds, and consumption assert their power also, of 
draining the world of inhabitants ; and there is a rheumatic 
affection, called the Sinkings, which shows itself in swell- 
ings, (lucus a non lucendo,) and is painfuL Longevity is 
not common among the natives, but the climate appears to 
be very congenial to Europeans. The Cape-Dntch cha- 
racter has its faults as well as that of all other nations ; the 
love of gain, even if acquired by trick, is uppermost in the 
mind. To this every thing gives way, and to gain a rix- 
dollar is the glory of a Cape-Dutchman. Usury is prac- 
tised to a considerable extent : and to be regarded as a rich 
mantis the darling object of them all. The ceremony prac- 
tised by the inhabitants towards each other is sometimes 
ridiculous, extending even to the lowest class, who in pass- 
ing pull off to each other their worn-out hats, and bow to 
the ground. The power exercised over slaves gives to 
every Christian man (for that is the term) so much distinc- 
tion, that ponip in rags displays its superiority even in the 
street. •■ Phlegmatic as the people are, they cannot beir 
raillery. If you tell a Cape-Dutchman, that, by the treaty 
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of Pans, he and all his family were sold for thirty-three 
pounds sterling per head, that being the amount at which, 
as one of 90,000, he was valued, when three millions were 
paid to the King of the Netherlands, he becomes most 
mdignant. It is a mixed feeling, arising in part from pride, 
hurt at having been the object of a sale, and partly from 
vexation, at being separated from the laud of his fath^^ 
and compelled to submit to the fate of a conquered country. 
Moral writers assert^ that the happiest condition of hu- 
man fortune is in the uniform and uninterrupted current 
of ordinary life, affording from day to day the same regular 
pursuits. If this be correct, man in the Cape colony is a 
most happy being. There is nothing here calculated to 
give an impetus to violent exertion, and the current glide* 
on in an unvarying course. Ambition and politics, two of 
the grand tormentors of human 'life, have no field in South 
Africa large enough for an Englishman; and the Cape- 
Dutch know them not, for they are content to be quiet, and 
to obey. What avails it to the most active and zealous po- 
litician of the place, to cast censure on a measure which 
has passed the legislature many months before, and upon 
which society acted before he was acquainted with its in- 
troduction ? In this small circle, it adds more to happi- 
ness that events, which in Europe stir up the mind with so 
much force, should appear to be disregarded, and, although 
deplored, talked of merely as circumstances which have 
taken place in Great Britain. Upon the whole, if th6 
Cape colony does not afford the speedy means of acquiring 
wealth — if there be no lure for ambition, no scope for the 
display of powerful and commanding talents ; yet, there 
may be found, upon easy terms, almost every moderate 
enjoyment of private and domestic life, accompanied by the 
health and a<^tivity, in a climate favourable to the European 
constitution. If, at the close of life, an individual, after 
having gone through the varied climes and scenes of thb 
world, were to calculate the amount of comfort and enjoy- 
ment derived from each^ he might possibly consider that 
portion of his life which was spent in the. colony of the 
Cape of Good tlope, not to have been the least happy 
period of his existence. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

SETTLERS. 

On tb^ 12th July, 18ig, being the last business day of 
the session, Mr. V ansittart. Chancellor of the Exchei|uer, 
made that far-famed speech, which was the leading cause 
of the embarkation for the Cape of Good Hope of more 
than four thousand settlers of various descriptions. Lord 
Sidmouth, in the House of Lords, harangued to the same 
I>urport, and fanned the deluding flame, which had been 
lighted up in the Commons. Mr. Vansittart is reported^ 
in the i^wspapers of the 13th, to have said, *' The Cape 
is suited to most of the productions both of temperate aad 
warm climates^ to the olive, the mulberiy and the vine, as 
well as to most sorts of culmiferous and leguminous plants, 
and the persons emigrating to this settlement would sooa 
find themselves comfortable." The considerate and grave 
character of two ministers, so at war heretofore with every 
thing like fancy or fable, caused their statements to be re- 
ceived with full credit and confidence, and they were re- 
garded as a warrant of success. It is strange to relate, 
such to have been the infatuation, that those who disagreed 
on all other subjects, agreed in this alone. Mr. Hume 
w^nt far beyond the chimerical expectations of the mini»- 
ter»« In the same daily journal he is reported to have 
added a recommendation rather remarkable, when pro- 
ceeding from the mouth of a professed friend to freedom, 
that» '^ If men, under certain circumstances, (meaning able- 
bodied parish paupers,) were unwilling to emigrate, it 
mi^ht even be advisable to transport them without their 
coosept" — that is, transport British subjects for the crime 
of poverty ; " a retrenchment" of the liberty of the subject, 
greater thaa was ^ver before proposed by the most devoted 
tory. 

Thus cajoled, and thus threatened, the eagerness and 
anxiety of individuals, to be allowed by the colonial secre- 
tary of state to emigrate to the sands. of South Africa, ** the 
new land of promise/' were uobounded. It was hardly, if 
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* 
at all, exceeded by the followers of Sir Walter Raleigh, in 
search of Eldorado, or of Cortes or Pizarro, in their avidity 
to possess themselves of the gold of Mexico and Peru. 

At this time, dissatisfaction had spread itself over the 
land. A continued pressure from' the heavy taxes of a long 
War, of which the abatement had been anticipated, soured 
the minds of a too sanguine public, whilst the stagnation of 
trade and manufactures, the necessary consequence of their 
resumption by foreign nations, placed Great Britain with- 
out means adequate to the demands of the tax-gatherer. It 
is not very unnatural to look for relief from taxation, to 
those who impose taxes. Meetings were held, with a view 
of petitioning, and almost demanding, a relief from bur- 
thens, the reduction of the public expenditure, and, above 
all, a reform in the commons' house of parliament. Public 
affairs wore an unfavourable aspect. Multitudes pro- 
claimed their determination of abandoning a country, where 
they affirmed daily labour to be insufficient to procure sub- 
sistence, and where what are called the Six Bills pressed 
so hard, as to bereave them of political and personal liberty. 
Possibly, the government of England, mindful of the con- 
sequences which, in the reign of the first Charles, followed 
a prevention of the departure to America of Hazelrig, 
Hampden, Pym and Cromwell, encouraged this emigrii- 
tion of the discontented to a distant part of the globe. To 
give a straight bias to a ball so impelled, was the difficult 
task imposed upon ministers. 

There are, who at that time pronounced the Cape to he 
ill adapted for the rec^ptioi^ of a mass of settlers, and whb 
now regard the choice of that colony as having been made 
without due reflection. Many persons were at home within 
the call of government, who had been resident at the Cape, 
and well informed of its capabilities, and of the character of 
its people. They could have explained not only the diffi- 
culty, but the absolute impossibility, of maintaining, without 
distress to the colony, such an immediate accession of 
British inhabitants. It is, however, impossible to con- 
clude, that a mere delusion, or the show of doing some- 
thing for the people, could operate on ministers with 
strength sufficient to induce them to engage in such agattie 
of human happiness ; or that the selection of the spot frtr 
this adventure of wretchedness and disappointment could 

N 2 • 
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have arisen from any xause more culpable than a want of 
due examination of the scheme, as it applied to the Cape^ 
and of yielding to the suggestions of incompetent advisers. 

Without commenting more at length on the motives of 
this measure, it is sufficient to state, that the vessels con* 
veying the settlers arrived in Table Bay in March and 
April, 1820. This hasty arrival of men, women, and chfl- 
dren, requiring aid, food, and supplies of every kind, could 
not but embarrass the colonial government ; with whom a 
previous and more comprehensive understanding would 
have secured arrangements suitable to the nature of the 
country* 

By the Cape local authorities, England would have been 
told, that, although a traveller passing through the country 
after rain, might describe the Zure Veld, now the district 
of Albany, as productive and well watered, a resident 
would state the land to be, in its quality, by no means fer- 
tile; that the gardens, with the help of manure and water, 
yielded ample crops ; but, if moisture failed, which it often 
did, they were inevitably burnt up, and unproductive ; that 
the springs were frequently dry ; and the water so brackish 
as not to be drinkable ; that the streams flowed in deep 
ravines, and irrigation was impracticable ; that the mouths 
of the rivers were blocked up with shifting or permanent 
sands, or by rocks, so dangerous, as to preclude even the 
attempt to enter them without excessive danger ; and, above 
all, that the want of periodical rains placed the crops at 
hazard in every year ; and in many years occasioned their 
total loss. 

After the arrival in port of above 4,000 strangers to settle 
in the colony, it is difficult to state what would have oc- 
curred had th^y been permitted to land at Cape Town. 
The prevalence of measles and small^pox in several trans- 
. ports, during the passage, rendered the strict enforcement 
of the quarantine laws imperative; and by tliis circum- 
stance Cape Town was preserved from an importation, 
. which it might have required force to have re-embarked. 

During the voyage, and the delay for refreshments in 
Table Bay, hope had become faint. From what they had 
suffered on the passage, in transports necessarily crowded 
with people who were contentious and disputative; from 
all they now heard, and now saw, disappointment prevailed 
in a great degree. Men began to lament their own folly. 
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miMl to accnie;tiie ministers of htvii^ deluded thmi^ or of 
having been themseives deceived* A part of thera still, 
perhaps, remained in slight expectation^ that the location in 
the Zure Veld, on the eastern coast, whichi many of. the 
lower order of settlers, belongiDg to the parlies, declared to 
have then, forthe.iirst time, ofiiciaily learnt to be their des- 
tination, might make amends, bj its £ertility and eiyoyments^ 
for all their sufferings. 

The trasports arrived in safety at Algoa Bay, and all 
were disembarked without accident, under the excellent 
asrattgements of Captain Moresby, of his Majesty's ship 
Menai. 

A party, occupying one ship, liiade a demand of being 
laoided on their location, within the banks of the Fish 
River, according to agreement ; and expressed surprize and 
indignation, when told that the entrance of a vessel into 
the Fish River had ever been a physical impossibimy. The 
settlers found that their intended locations were at the dis- 
tance of more than one hundred miles from the coast No 
previous order had been given from home, to provide 
means of conveyance to Albany ; no corn or provisions 
embarked in England, on the transports, or in attendant 
vessels, with a commissariat prepared to supply this nume- 
rous host on its landing upon the African shore ; nor had 
there been the consideration of a possible want of bread in 
the colony, to support this sudden invasion. In the eager* 
iiess to get rid of a part of the redundant population of 
Great Britain, the limited powers of the Cape were entirely 
overlooked. If the Travels of Mr. Barrow,* or that gen- 
tleman himself, now a servant of government, had been 
consulted, it would have been explained, that, after the 

* " The Burptas, purchased by government, in fruitful years, was laid 
up in niagazines, against a season of scarcity. At the time of the cft|>- 
tur^, there were found in store near 40,000 muids, part of* which was 
sent to England ; but the following year not affording a productive crop, 
the scarcity was so great, that government found it necessary to prohibit 
the use of white bread ; nor, since that period, has it been able to lay 
up in store, a single bushel of wheat; nor to allow of any exportation, 
beyond what was necessary for the consumption of the crews of the 
several ships during their voyage; and this was generally sent on board 
in biscuit and flour.'* Page 312, 9d vol. Barrmo. 

There is no one line in Mr. Barrow's book, which proves his accurate 
view of the powers of Cape agriculture, more than this remark, which 
is as correct now as in the year 1795> to wbioh it refers. 
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posTMMion of ihti ,E^^iah! ili» I79i»» tbe Mfmtit i^^tom^ 
aUawed by diem, cr«mted a d««rth ; attd Ihit bane >tto.;€MM»* 
]Mirt8oii to the effeet0.<^«niiiiBie«liaite and penwoeiit sup-* 
ply of bread for more than 4/X)0 persoas^ added to the 
population of the colony. The same conaequeace .has 
fbUowed: — ^^disaatrous seasons, nrfaidi ahnost inviariaUy 
occur ^every tiiree or four years, have prevailed, and.ag|;ra- 
vated the general distress ; and the colony is now preserved 
from absolute famine, by the arrival of rice, com, and flour, 
imported, by the merchants of the Cape, from India, from 
l^^Rgldsid, and from^the new and ino'easing settLementAt 
Vandiemen's Land.* This is the real and frequently recurr 
ring state as to l^'ead corn in the Cape colony, which 
the master-hand of the author, of '' The State of Europe'*" 
paints as " soon to become a granary in the finest climate 
of the world,"t and which the chancellor :of the exchequer, 
in' his emigration speech, declares to be suited to the 
growth of culmiferous plants ; or, in plain Engliidi^ to 
abound in com. 

It is du« to the colonial government to draw the attention 
of the reader to a short, but faithful narrative, detailed in 
the next chapter, and accompanied by official documents, 
of the excellent and well-considered plan of location, upon 
which his excellency Lord Charles Henry Somerset de* 
eided and acted, previous to his departure for England ; as 
well as of the measures taken, in conformity, by the acting 
governor during his absence. That chapter, with its do- 
cuments, was kindly supplied to the writer by the same 
able servant of the colony, who furnished to him the plan 
and description of the mole projected in Table JBay. Fxom 
his statement, the public will perceive, that the local go- 
vernment has exerted itself most 'meritoriously, in forward- 
yig the views of the settlers ; and gone far beyond what 
could have been expected by the mother-country, had she 
paused and reflected upon the slender finances of the 
Cape ; the scarcity and dearaess of corn ; and its insuffi- 

* 20,622 sacks of wheat; 3,040 flour; 17,275 rice. Total- value, 
1,029,785 rix-dollars. 

t BdiJig the finest climate of the world, is the precise reason why it 
never can be a granary. The general want of rain, and the frequent 
drought in November and December, when the corn is in blossom and 
ear, frequently dries up the grain. If the climate were less fine, it is 
not to be denied> that it might '< soon become a granary.*' 
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popmlafarm; togeidier with. Abe tWciiiiHig value of allpro^. 
petty ;iD llie eolooj. Whtm it was firat toM^ that aettlera of 
•very ^dfeffiCiiptioOf io«ludftiig ihe inhabitants of the English, 
workhottaas, were to be sent to the Cape» a servant of 
govemment^ eminent jEor talents and wit» most truly ob- 
aecaed, that it waa -sendiii^ ** paupeies pauperioribus/' 



CHAPTER X. 

LOCATION OF SETTLERS. 

It is not the object of the accompanying statement^ to 
give a history of the emigration of British settlers to the 
Albany district, which took place early in the year 18M; 
or to enter into any description of the country settled. It 
is not intended to defend the measures which the govenn 
ment of the Cape of Good Hope adopted at that period, 
and which for now upwards of two years have unceasingly 
occupied its attention ; or to take merit for those con-* 
cemed in their execution : nor is it proposed to impata 
blame in other quarters, where faihires may have taken 
place, or want of success may have excited discontent; 
but undisguisedly to show what was done for the settlers s 
not by any partial or exaggerated account; but by a 
reference to original documents ; in which there can be no 
deceit or disguise ; and of which every person, into whode 
hands they may fall, is a competent judge ; merely connect-* 
ing the documents by a short narrative, calculated to draw 
the attention of the reader to the particular points, and to 
render the examination, matter of cfase to those who wishr 
to obtain the information therein given. 

STATEMENT. 

In the month of November, 1819».Lord C. H. Somer- 
set, the governor of the Cape of Good Hope, received the 
first intimation of the intention of his Majesty's govern- 
ment to encoU|rage emigration to the colony. His lordship 
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ftppedr from the aimexiire No. I ;^ wherein the liiM fint 
f6 be occupied is pointed out; the 'survcjrs dureetod ; and 
bther minor circumstances are provided fen In the next 
^dnlmunieation^ annexure No. ^,f which i»' dated in the 
February following, it will be Been, that as the' tens ap- 
proached for the arrival of the emigrants, meaaiiaes were 
taken, first, for providing them with camp equipage upon 
their debarkation ; second, for their approvisionment upon 
their landing ; and third, for their conveyance to the places 
of location^ upwards of a hundred miles distant fromAlgoa 
Bay, the only point at which a landing was practicable. 
The importance of these measures can only be appreciated 
by those who know how difficult it is, in a country ao 
thinly peopled, and at a distance of six hundred miles firooa 
the only market, and that merely calculated for the limited 
poptthition of its environs, to procure provisions for so 
great an influx of people, upon such very short notice ; or 
to coHect the great number of baggage waggons requisite 
for so extensive a conveyance as that necessary for five 
thousand persons, with stores, and agricultural implements. 
The first survey;]: was opportunely finished, previous to the 
arrival of the transports ; and the mode, which regulated 
the future operation of locating the respective parties as 
they arrived, wilt be best understood by inspecting it, and 
perusing the instructions sent to the local authorities, upon 
the Arrival of the first settlers in March, 18^0.§ To the 
system therein laid down, there was strict adherence. The 
acting governor, and deputy secretary, Mr. Ellis, went 
at this period to the frontier, to provide for such further 
exigencies as might occur. The minute attention, which 
was paid to the wants of the settlers, will appear from 
Mr. Ellis's letter to the heads of parties, of May, 1820^ 
whereby their supply of fuel, water, timber, and diatchinff, 
was regulated. The emigrants having taken up the» 
ground, and much dispute and cavilling amongst themselves 

* No. 1. — ^Letter from the Colonial Office to Deut. Colonel Coyler, 
dated 12th November, 1819. 

' f No. S. — ^Extracts of a Letter from the Colonial O&ce to Lieut. 
Colonel Cayler. 

J No. 3. — Copy of Survey. 
No. 4.—- Letter to Lieut. Colonel Cuyler, dated S2d March, 18S0. 

I No. 5.— Circular to the Heads of Parties, dated 14th May, 18S0. 
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biraiig been Ibinid te preivaS; a promMmaliinagi4nifte. 
kentto the centre of die locetickosr to takec(i^iaBuiee.df 
tbe»e BBmtt^s, and aet under inatmctions,''^ which were cikK 
euiated^ as raaefa as poasible^ to promote unaQimity, and 
meet the casea on the spot; otherwise, the parties Buiit 
have left their locations, to seek redress. of their grievances 
and complaints at a distance from home« to the delay ^of 
their agficnltnrsdi operations. 

. The several parties being now located^ the next object of 
the colonial govemment was> to endeavour to effect, the ar* 
rangement of their deposits, the instructions to which effect 
wfti be found in annexnre No. 8 ;t but it having appeared 
bam communications from the commissu-iat depaFtmenf; 
that the third instalment of the deposits had been expended^ 
as early as September of the first year, and consequently 
tefore it had been possible for the emigrants iio re^ the 
fruits of their industrious exertions, measures were adopted 
(vid^ No. 9,)t for contkuiing to them» nevertheless, pro^ 
visions from the public stores, to be paid for at a future p^ 
nod, either when their harvests shouM have enabled tbem 
to meet the demand, or otherwise, according to circuair 
etances. 

The proclamations of the loth of September, 1820, with 
the inciosures, Nos. 10 and 11,§ will clearly show the 
anxioas care which was taken to provide for all the.exigonr 
cies of the settlers ; a court Ccm- hearing petty cases wa^^sr 
tablished, and, which is similar to a justice of p^ce> a special 
heemraad was appointed, and the most reapectable settlers 
i9vere selected for the situations, thus meetii^, as much as 
posnbie, their various interests. 

• It might have been expected that these regulations of the 
ceAonial government would have induced unanimity among 
the individuals of the respective parties ; but, unfortunately, 
this was not the case. The members of scarcely any one 
.pairty agreed together, and the frequent and mutual cooor 
phdnta evinced a petty tyranny in the heads of parties on die 

* Nos. 6 and 7. — Letter to Captain Trappes, and Circular to Heads 
of Parties, dated 23d May, 1820. 

t No. 8.-^Letter to the Assistant Commissary General, dated 14th 
July, 1890. 

t No. 9. — ^Letter to the Provisional Ma^strate, 8th September, 1830; 

§ Nos. 10 and 1 1.— Letter to the Provisional Ai^strate, and the.Lttnd« 
drost of Uitenhage^ dated 15tb September, 1830. 
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r hite<<^aiiJyanvBi«ttbiMji»cjy»attd^dit<oWMl><m4hl? ^fcoij 
Timmade it fiiitker aeoewacy to provide ^aguotftidie^Ji^iKb 
ti£ parties stopping the ksiie^of pnoviaioM itolksoi^ imder 
tJMwn, with niioni they had^diffierenoeSy ia oi4er^ 1^ siatvii^ 
tktm families^ to reduce them: to &e necessity of coaatplying» 
ID some instances, ivith tbmr unwarfantable prelensioas» 
(vide No. 12).* The calamity of blight began mtom to ma- 
nifest itself in the crops of the settlers 4 it was spreadii^^ 
mpidly through ail parts of the colony. Not only the Albany 
^ifiteiot was thus dreaitfuUy visited, but all that coui^ 
ifomiwhichr the Cape population derives -its supplies* This 
aaade it a matter of extreme difficulty, and even of •deticacy^ 
to jwovide for the emergency without creating an ;alMiD( 
.witteh might have been attended with the most fatal eonse* 
^(uences. The annexures 13,14, and 15,t will show, the step 
Uikep by the colonial government gradually to meet the «vil» 
aad to spur the settlers to freah exertions of iadttstry. !t 
was with a view to encourage their « perseverance, that the 
acting governor thought it would be advisable to visit the 
Albany dii^ct a second time, that, by his being on the 9^9^ 
-ikey might be convinced of the interest diat was talum «ia 
their welfare. He then found that, notwithstanding- ail that 
iiadr been done, the extremely litigious disposition of a great 
pfu-t of "die settlers induced them so frequently to .appeal 
Aomthe decisions of the local magistracy, to the superior 
district court at the distance of 100 miles from the locations^ 
that he deemed it expedient to obviate the inoonvemence 
lliereby created, by the appointment of a landdrost, :aad the 
^MBtaUisfament of a frill court of district municipal ma^sftsaqr 
on the spot4 Thus, the Albany district was finidly sepiofated 
ivom that of Uitenfaage by the Bosjesmans Biver; and the 
j«ipace occupied by the settlers had all the advantage giaaied 
*lo it, which was possessed by the other provincial divisioas 
of the colony. It may be proper here to stale, that, besides 
-the settlers who were sent to the Cape at public expeaae, 
i&r whom the colonml government was induced to psmide, 
to the extent of the deposits which they had lodged with his 



* No. 1$. — Circular to the Magistrates, of S4th December, 18S0. 

^ Nos. 13, 14, 15. — ^Circulars to the Magistrates, and Heads of PiirtieiJ, 
eist December, 1820, and Idth January, 18^1. 

X Ko. 16. — Proclamation separating the Albany district from that of 
Uitenhage, and appointing a.landdxostjto the new district. 
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th«iviindBlr euvi|itt«ftftncf sral)U>8ether diffi^r^ntt Tbf»« .weve 
kidiiridinls who, posaefM^iog^, or 9tiib»g thfkt they pof flie«$ed» 
Hwana of 'their owafor taking and cultivating Iaii4« appU^ 
for locations under the Secretary of State's letter, whicll 
bad asanred them thftt they should be established acQordii^^ 
to the means they respectively had of doing justice tQ thct 
soil. This class was not considered entitled to be provided 
for by government in any other way than having a spof^ oq 
which to locate^ pointed out to them. The atores ^eptout by 
govenkment were deatined for the first class^ juid the <iiuu»y 
tity was insufficient ; it \)^as not p^'udent to undertake^ to find 
rations for this class, and they were to be left entirely t^ 
their own exertions. Many hav^, in conse^uence«:niet wilii 
heavy disappointments; but it will be obviq^us tbajt it, WM 
impracticable to place them on the.footing of the first daM^ 
They bad not deposited sums to meet the expanse of fuirt 
nishing them with food and stores, a$ the others hs^ddquor 
and in fast many of them did not pos^ss the means vi{hi<}b 
they repi;esented theoftselves to have, nor did his Majes^'9 
govermnent undertake more than to place them on toe soiL 
The annexure No. 17^ will show the precautions which 
were taken in regard to this description of emigrant ; prer 
eautions, it is 'assumed, which were as necessary for .the inr 
terests of the, public, as for those of the .individuals QOii* 



.At this period, a jeply was received to tlie representations 
wbioh had bemi made to the home government withre/i|pf^ 
to the gcea^ amount of waggon hire, which was to have bew 
placed to the account of the first class of settlers. No timt 
W<a8 lost in communicating to them the favourable d^^inn 
by which they were exonerated from this heavy cbarg^» 
which would of itself have nearly abso/bed the balances left 
in the hands of government. In notifying this to the heads 
of 4nurties,t opportunity was again taken to remind tbem of 
the necessity of preparing Cor the stoppage of issues of pr<^» 
visions from the public magazines, and of the mode by wbicb 



• No. 17. — Letter to the Landdrost of Albany respecting Mr. Mulling- 
ham, dated S8th May, 18^1. — Mr. M. did not reach his destination ; 
he was lost in the schooner Constantia, which sailed from Cape Town 
for Port Elizabeth, and was never afterwards heard of. 

tNo. 18.— Circular to Heads of Parties, ^ated 22d June, 1821. 
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pajjrmeiit'fortbe issues above '^e anoMI of dqiMt^ wodd 
be e&acted. This notification was folli^wed up by fixing a 
period for the reduction of the quantity isqued to one half,* 
m order that they might gradually be brought to lean eii-' 
tirelyupon their own exertions. 

It may be here proper to notice that the position of the 
settlers was greatly exposed to the inroads of the Caffre 
people, who are only checked in their system of murder and 
depredation^ by a strong military fpr^e, kept for this par- 
pose on the frontier. It has always been the policy of the 
colonial government to treat these border hordes, when pos- 
sible, with humanity and kindness, and having established 
a neutral ground with the consent of the Caffres, (viz. the 
space from the great Fish to the Keis Kamma Rivers,) with 
the view of keeping these savages at a dbtance from the new 
locations, it sought by every practicable means to bring them 
toother habits ; for this purpose two agents were established 
-in the CaiFre country, the Rev. Mr. Thompson and Mr. 
Brownlee, whose principal object is to endeavour to in- 
troduce a difierent course of life amongst them. These 
ffentlemen have commenced forming a small circle of civi- 
lization, around the spot allotted to their residence ; and it 
is presumed, that the CaiFre people, seeing the benefits of 
religion and good order extended to that proportion of their 
own people who reside under the protection of these two 
respectable government agents, may be induced gradually 
to enter into the spirit of this association, and wish for its 
extension. This desirable object will be a work, however, 
of time. The annexed extractti* from the instructions 
WKler which these gentlemen act, will show the expecta* 
tions which are formed on this head ; and the accompanying 
copy of a Proclamation % for establishing a fair, at which 
the settlers and Caffres should meet for the object. of bar- 
ter, will convey to the reader the information he may 
require on this head. It may be useful to add, that a 
similar intercourse has been established on the northera 
boundary with great success, and that the Griquas, Ba-r 
shuanas, and Coranuas, come some hundred miles to attend 
at the place of annual barter. 

. * No. 19.— Circular to Heads of Parties, dated SOth July, 18S1. 

t No. 20. — Extract from the Instructions issued to the Rev. Mr. 
Thompson apd Mr. Brownlee. 

X No. 21.— Proclamation of July 20, 1821. 
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It was at this period ascertained that the calamity of blight 
had a second time extended itself over the wheat crops of 
the colony, causing, as may well be imagined, the severest 
distress : the old inhabitants scarcely suffering in a less 
degree than the new comers, who, deprived of any return 
for their ei^ertioas during two seasons, were iii many in- 
stances reduced to the greatest misery, and felt the severed 
pressure of despondency. Wheat or barley were no longer 
to be found, and the quantity of rice in the colony was 
very inconsiderable. However, 1000 sacks were imme*- 
diately sent up, to be issued to them gratis, under regula- 
tions, which will be seen in the annexure No. 22,* and an 
issue to a like extent was authorized, when the first 1000 
sacks of rice were expended. One more exertion bec^ioie 
likewise necessary, to enable the settlers to try tbeir for«* 
tunes in a third season, and this was, to furnish them with 
seed wheat, an article no longer. procurable in the frontier 
districts, and with difficulty in the capital itself: however, 
an adequate quantity was prepared, of the finest quality, 
and sent for distribution gratis also, according to the quan^ 
tity of land each head of party had in preparation for re** 
ceiving it, but regulated by the numbers they respectively 
had to feed, annexure No. SS.f 

Thus the various steps taken for the protection of the 
emigrants are submitted to the reader, and are successively 
traced from the period of their landing, in March, 1820, 
toJuly, 1822* 

Where men have been exposed to so much hardship and 
inconvenience, as the settlers and their families have/many 
will feel dissatisfied, and writhe under the pressure of thieir 
unhappy circumstances ; others, who have more fortitude, 
will hope for better times, and continue their exertions 
with renewed activity, not forgetting that it was clearly ex- 
plained to them by his Majesty's government at home, that 
from and after the period of their landing on these shores, 
they were to be left entirely to their own resources ; and 
that his Majesty's government would be at no further ex- 
pense whatever, in their regard. 

* No. 29.— Letter to the Landdrost of Albany, dated Nov, 15, 18S1. 
t No. 23.— Letter to the Landdrost of Albany, dated Feb. 80, 188!^. 
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Slit, 



N^ 1. 

Colonial-Office, Nov. 12th, 181P. 



I AM directed by his excellency. Lord C. H. 
Somefset, the governor, to transmit to you, herewith, 'a 
copy of a dispatch which his excellency has received " from 
ht9 Majesty's secretary of state, on the subject of emigra- 
tion to this colony, with a copy of its inclosure, wm^ih 
pMitS' out the encouragement and assistance which it is in 
the contemplation of his Majesty's ministers to afford to this 
object 

It appears that Parliament has voted a sum 6f 50,000/. 
to be appropriated towards affording aid to those who may 
ke inclined to remove to this colony, and that bis Majesty's 
government has decided upon confining the application of 
the sum so voted to those persons who (possessing the 
means) will engage to bring out, at least, ten able-bodied 
individuals, about eighteen years of age, either with or wdth- 
tittt families. 

It is H matter of great importance to the colony, that this 
attempt of his Majesty's government should not be unsuc- 
cessful, and his excellency is well aware how much the 
exertion of the locial magistrates must contribute to a fa- 
vourable result. From your intimate knowledge of the 
frontier, you will almost anticipate his excellency's views for 
itbe settlement of the persons who may first Arrive; and his 
eteellency is sure that you will be aware that the old line of 
tniKtary posts, now given up, between Graham's Town and 
the mouth of the Great Fish River, presents a country of 
rreat fertility and promise, and capable of maintaining, with 
industry, a large population ; and you will at once see the 
lidvantage which the colony, as well as the individuals 
themselves, will derive from this portion of ground being 
«ai4y' settled. His excellency would wish to sefe the aban^ 
doned farms nearest to Graham's Town first occupied; 
and in these occupations that it should be borne tti mind» 
that the settlers are to be encouraged in their agricultural 
pursuits, rather than in the maintenance of large herds 
of catde, as has been hitherto the practice of the insu- 
lated colonists who, at different periods, have occupied 
lands in the extensive district of Albany. This is not only 



adhris«b)e^ in as mufih as ^e land thus |Hirtilioiied wiU 
co&taw a far greater number of persons, but it ia ako con-* 
sonant to th^t distribution of land which his Majesty's go^ 
vernment has pointed out. It will be desirable, that, as 
soon as possible after your receipt of this, you instruci 
Mr. Knobel to take a minute survey pf the unoccupied 
places in the immediate vicinity of the limits of the land at* 
tached to Graham's Town, and that in his report tbereoHn 
he not only specify the quantity of land calciilated for gar^ 
den ground, for the plough and pasture, but that he d^-* 
scribe with accuracy the different springs, or other wateTji 
which such places may contain pr command. 

Next after these, he should survey the Blue Krans^ and 
my situations in that vicinity, where colonists may bjs ad-^ 
vanta^eously placed ; from thence he should take the dt* 
x:^tion of Waayplaats to the lower Caffre Drift post, wh^rie 
\m es^pellency believes that great facilities are to be found 
for a very considerable proportion of settlers, who may 
avail themselves, in the first instance, of the hutting which 
was occupied by the troops. The mouth of the Great 
Fish River will next offer an eligible site, or the spot 
caU^d the.Palmiet Fontein>in its immediate vicinity. Upon 
these spots and the intervening ground, his excellency oonr 
ceives that a greater number of persons and families may 
be placed than can be for a considerable time expected 
from England* 

His excellency conceives, that when the line now chalked 
out is occupied, all that eligible ground shall next be filled, 
which intervenes between it and the mouth of the Bosjes- 
mans River, including those fertile tracts which are watered 
by the Koure, Kasouga, and Kareeka. 

His excellency understands that the first vessel with emi- 
grants will sail from England in December next ; and it is 
his excellency's intention to order them fortliwitb to Algoa 
Bmyii'tbis information will put it in your power to oalpubte 
the probaUie time at which they may be expected* Yon 
will see from .the inplosure, that you are to provide the en^ 
-grfintft wiUii the m^ans of transporting their baggage to tike 
places of their destination ; the cost of which you ^iU, in 
the first instance, defray from your district chest, keepiiig^ 
however, a separate post thereof, in order that the amount 
may. be subsequently refunded to you, either from the public 
funds of this government, or from the individuals, ^m^y 
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hertafter be cktermined. Mr. Knobel's changes for stir* 
veying will be satisfied from the colonial treasury,- accord- 
ing to the tariiF of charges allowed to surveyors. 

With respect to any stores which may be embarked in 
the ships witli the emigrants^ and which may be public pro^ 

erty, a proportion of which it seems, from a paragraph of 
^rd Bathurst's dispatch, may be expected, you will cattse 
such to be landed and stored at Algoa Bay, taking an in- 
ventory of them, wherein the state in which they are landed 
shall be expressed ; but his excellency will give particular 
directions to the deputy assistant commissary-general,^ at 
that station, on this head, as well as relative to their subse- 

Sient issue ; and it will be through the same department 
tft his excellency will give directions for provisioning the 
new comers, from the moment of their arrival at Algoa Bay 
till that of their arrival at Graham's Town, and the subse- 
quent necessary aid for their subsistence, until they shall have 
had time to provide by their own exertions for themselves. 
I have the honour to be, 
• Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 

(Signed) C. Bird. 

Lieutenant Colonel Cuyler^ 
Landdrott of UUenhage, 



(Copy.) 

Extract of a Letter written by the Colonial Secretary 
\ to the Landdrost of Uitenhage, dated Colonial 
Office, 25th February, 1820. 

I AM to premise, that it does not appear to be in. the 
^contemplation of his Majesty's government to incur any 
lexpense on account of the emigrants, from the moment 
of their disenibarkation at Algoa Bay. From that pe- 
riod, it seems to be expected that the directors, to whom 
.these )>ersons have engaged themselves, shall bear all the 
cost, either of provision or transport, to the place of their 
respective location, though his Majesty *s government. has 
directed all necessaries to be piepared to be furnished to 



tb^i; io. case the dtrectom shall vequirfetbeiBi tbaii|^ftli 
their own cogt^ and charge. 

' * His excellency is much.atalosa iivilh respect Jto the num- 
bers to be expected^ but he propoaea sc^ading, by the ear- 
liest opportunity* caaup equipage for 1,500 persoo^ Uh 
Algoa Bay> to be used as occasion may require ; .and he h^ 
ihatruoted the assistant cofBraissary-^gefteral.tQ be pc^j)^red 
to furnish rations for. one month to ^QOO person?. 

It is highly, expedient that die parties, as they arr]tv,e^ 
shall be marthed without delay to the pj^es on which 
they are uidmately to be settled* This part pf the airang^i 
ment ivill necessarily devolve upon you, and it is his excelr 
lency's particular desire, that you should, in person, super:? 
lateiid the movement of lik& first parties through yotii: c|is^. 
frict, to the £nal place of their location, that the pr/9#nptest 
succour nsay be afforded them in case of exigence. 

Meanwhile, it is his excellency's desire, that you shoul4 
ascertain, with as much accuracy as possible,, what aid the 
district will want (if any) for the supply of ah influx of po- 
pulation, calculated at 5,000 souls, for six months. It will 
be desirable, that you should communicate with the com- 
missariat, and with Mr. Hart, on tl;iese points, and report 
the result with the least possible delay. 



N''. 3. 



General Plan of the Country ' between Graham's Town 
and the Mouth of the Great Fish River. [See Plate oppo- 
site. 
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(Copy.)^ 

Colonial-Office, March ^d, 1820. 
. SlB, . . : 

, . By last post, I had the honour of informing you, 
that the transports:^ Chapman and N^htilus, h^d' af rived 
here^ with a proportion of the settlers whom his Ma- 
jesty !s government has determined' to locate in the Zaure- 
veld : 1 am now directed by his excellency the acting goi 
vemor, to acquaint you, that these settlers are under seven 

b " • ' 
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direcU»n»* mt£ wImqi oaly. thk- gbnenumin hat ^cmiiii«ii}« 
cation, and to whom only grants arjetoi begsvini Tfaus^ tUr 
directors wil sub^ueinl^ gite titles to sikJi as may locate 
in their^-especlive aUotmeiits. . The mines of the directors^ 
and the number of persons s^ttached to eacfa> are detailed in 
the margin. - 

It has met his - excellency's views, and given Um mach 
satisfaction to fi^d, that you had it in yoiw power to £or* 
ward, by last post, Mr^ Knobel's &rst survey. Tke receipt 
of this important and able document has enabled his eicel^ 
kncy to direct the locatiofi of these parties from hence; 
and he conceives that his bavingiiaddt in his power so to do, 
will ^eatly faicilitate your arduous duties at this moinent, 
and It win relieve you frofn the numbecless remonstranoes 
which might otherwise have poured in upon, and impeded 
you in your ordinary duties. 'Die indosed listf will clearfy 



Names of the 


No. of 


No.«f 


Persons above 


Children under 


Total. 


Directors* 


Men. 


Women. 


14 years of age. 


14 years of age. 


Mr. 6i Scott 


14. 


9 


4 


10 


37 


lieot. Craase 


19 


9 


1 


99 


44 


Mr.T. Rowiet 


11 


11 


4 


96 


5S 


Mr.T. Owen 


10 


5 


.. 


It 


9? 


Mr. J. Mandy 


11 


10 


..' 


23 


44 


Mr. J. Carlisle 


11 


.. 


.. 


4 


15 


Mr.J.BaUlie 


96 


^ 


13 


116 


28S 






Grand Total , . 


. SOT 



t Dittrihution of Land to Settlers p& Chapman and NautUm Ihmsports, 
. fir the guidance of tie Landdrost of UUenhage. The Numbers refer to 
M. XnobeVt Map. 



Directors. 


NumberofSet- 
tlers entitled to 
Land. 


Number of 
Acres entitled 
to. 


2| 


Nos. in Mr. Knobel's 
Map. 


Mi;.J.Baili« 
Mr. Crause 
Mr. T. Owen 
Ifr.T.Rowks 
Mr. S. Mandy 
Mr. G.Scott 

Mr. Carlisle 


96 
11 


9,600 
l.fOO 
1,100 
1,000 
1,100 
1,400 

1,000 


10,000 
1 «,600 

1 «,300 
1,800 
1,200 


10, 11, 15, and 16. 

12, to be equally c|ivid(jd. 

13, to be equally divided. 

14. 
5 out of No. 1, adjoining 
i Mr. Hart's biKlrt. 



Coloiiial-Office, Cttpe of Good Hope, 
March 2«d, 1820. 
By command of his exodlency the acting governor, 

(Sgned) C. Bird, Colonial Secretary, 
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point out to ym tfae. sitoidosia whioh th^ .^evek dirdqloi^ 
vae to occispy, IThey ai'e ninnbei^ accdr&ig t6 Mip. 
Knobel's map, aa accurate copy of which I return to joti, 
ret^inhi^ the original here, as a necessary document for thb 
office; where the oherior measure of preparing the grants 
must foe gone through. 

His excellency has directed the acting deputy oualteiv 
nastep-general to issue to those directors such camp ei^ui- 
page as the scanty supply of tfae stores will admit, to shelter 
these people in their arduous march from AlgoaBay t» 
the place of thdbr location. A return- of the quantitjr and 
liescriplion so» issued will be sent to you from the pr<jper 
office by this post; You will be pleased to apprise the 
cKrectors of the necessity they will be und^r to attend to the 
preservtition of this camp equipage, which should be- re- 
turned to you the moment they can dispense mth it; in 
order to be again used by succeeding parties ; but if it be 
not so returned, dien the whole ohacgelfaei>eof will bt ohNfe 
against tliose wlio default in th0 restitution. 

With respect to the waggons to be employed for the liie 
^f the* settl^s> it is cleaorly to be made known to them; that 
they must pay for them — ^iatdeed, this hers been already 
^e&pHcitty d^ne. Such waggons a» ane absolutely necesswiy 
for proceeding with the persoilal baggage of llie pnrlieis 
tiiay, in the first in^tante, be defray^ by 'you, althou^ 
-afteifwaiids ' the ambimt Will be made a change fronii thiib 
'^Vemmeut^ against the fittids:in its faiands bekmging to the 
respective directors ; but with regard to the large proportion 
of stores which they haire, it will ben^essary that, they pro^ 
Tide for the payment of its transport previous to its leaving 
Atgoa Bay, where^ in the meantime, it most be stored and 
secured under the protection of tfae assistant commissary 
'and such setitries as may. be requisite. In default of th^ 
means of housing diese stores, it occurs to his excellendy, 
that a temporary shedding, such as is used for boat-houses, 
migift be thrown ovet tbem, to protect tb«m from the weah 
ther, while the packages themselves niay be raised 4rom the 
-grou^ damp by dutmage. 

A^'tfale transport of gunpowder by the (parties (trafvelling 
ais they must) would subjec^t them to very imminent dangisr, 
his ^'xeellency has communicatkl to Lieut. Cole, the agedt 
of transports^ that, when Uief rest of the baggage and s^mls 
is tomled, he is tbehtlo hmd the guup^wiery and applf^to 

o 9, 



Captain £vatt, to. aiom.it in ':die*!inagaziDe at Fort Fro* 
.derick; and hi« e^ficeileiicy.fwiH^give fiiture directions for 
its gradual removal, by small ^ptantities,.. and safe >x>avey- 
ance;. and while you will .call upon iCaptain Evatt to take 
an accurate account of the several persons to whom this 
ammunition may belongs in order that no mistake may arise 
as to the proprietor, yoii will at the same time acquaint 
inm, that he is not to re-issue any proportion of it without 
an order, in writbg, from yourself; and his excellency will 
conmiutiicate tother with you on this subject, before yoa 
^1 feel authorized to give, any order to this effect, 

Lieut. Cole has received directioDs to lose no time in 
effecting the . landing of the settlers upoa his arrival at 
j&lgoa Bay ; and I have written by him to Capt Evatt, to 
desire, that the government flats may be employed to assist 
.in their debarkation, and in those of the stores^ but to be 
M cautious as possible that no accidents happen in the 
Mxrff and to recommend to Lieut. Cole not to proceed in 
tiie debarkation* whoa he, Capt Evatt, frofii his experience 
*of the bay^ apprehends danger* 

There being some few cases of hooping-cough among 
Ae children, you will, perhaps, deem it prudent not to 
direct the march of the settlers tfaiough the town of 
Ufteahage; and, indeed, it appears^ that it would save much 
jof the distance, if they be conducted by the lower road, by 
4hie Jager's Drift, to the place of their location ; this, how- 
*ever, must depend upon local circumstances, of which you 
lonly can be aware. You understand, I believe, clearly, 
^^t from the moment of their cpnung on shore, his Ma- 
jesty's government ceases to be at any charge for the di- 
vectors or their settlers; yet, notwithstanding this, the com- 
missary-general has received instructions to issue rations to 
to them, *' should they require it,** the cost of which will be 
.charged against the funds which they have deposited, with 
.Us Majesty's secretary of state. The cocuniasary will, 
4herefbre«,4>e instructed to take returns from eftc^ di^eictor, 
'^d make his issues thereon. 

It is his excellency's firm hope, that the directors and set- 
;tlers will feel, that patience, industry » aqd unanimity are es- 
.tentrai requisites to their ultimate success, and that thereforis 
4lecmay e^i^ped^fsouft tl^emthat ord^^nd submission to the 
laws lukiob are necessary to their H<elfai^ tlisexcelleiic^ 
4ie«irea» however* Abat you will e»4plain;tolJim that the local 



W is^ Ibat Co wltich th€ty'«re now SaUe; that the tribuaaU 
of this colony, by lits Royal Highiie«9'9 approbation oltkemvl ; 
are beconie, in every mspeet, BHti«h tribtmab, to which all 
persons resident here are, without distipctioo, eqvaUy sub-, 
ject> and that therefore you will be pr^ared to e«)fai}ce 
ordfiiv should it unforl^imately be required. 

His excellency desires me to- add, that he has coinimmir 
cated to the officer commanding on the frontier hiscbpections 
to afford you, from his command, any assistance you may 
require for the support of the civil authority. You will feel, 
with his excellency, the delicacy of calling for such assistance, 
without the most imperative necessity ; in such cases, how- 
ever, his excellency relies upon .your usual judgment and 
vigour. 

It is his excellency's desire, that you may be pleased to 
prohibit, in the strongest manner, the sale of any spirituous 
liquors ataohg'thtMettlers, not only by itinerant sellers, but 
by any penoaaent canteens. / \ 

I beg you will press Mr. Knobel for the continuation jof 
bis surveys, which will -become daily more necessary, to tb0 
carrying these measures of the home government into ex-*} 
eeution. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 

(Signed) C. BiBP. . 

The copy of Mr. KndbeFs map will be sent by post, this' 
dispatch going by the chapman. 

U. Col. Cuyleri Landdrost of UitenJutge, 



. ' . ■ ' N°. 5. • • 

(Copy,— Circular.) 

Graham's Town, M^j I4tb, 1820. 

. It being of the.utpaost iinportance that every facility 
should be given to the obtaining immediate shelter for thi^^ 
different families located in the district of Albany, his ex- 
cellency the acting governor has been pleased to declare,, 
th^t wood and tlis^ch for purposes of building are from^ this 
<)ate, for tfale space of twelve qalendar months, matters of 
common u&e, and that no claim of trespass will be , entei:*, 
t^iped against per^ops acting according .to this notice. ^ ; / 



-Wb eieceltea^ the Mteg tgoi^emor itlio^ iMveky mIiUm^ 
tbtet water for drmkitig/fts weUof'Biim*as.«f>ecMt, is to he- 
used in common, provided alwatfs4)i&t tbe said>uyivjlege be 
exercised witbcmt injury to any-oiAkivated ground . 
By command of tas «&G^ency ithe acting g^^mor. 

(Signed) U.Ejuas. 
T&4he d^fHtmt Fmiies4ff BriiiikSettlets 



Graham's Toivn^ May «3d, 18Sa 



CCopyO 

Sir, 

' Ths p«8oni(l epmnittnicetioa wfakb has -alreadjf 
taken place with his excellency the acting govenior, render- 
ing any statemenU>f th« motives that have)ed to your imme- 
diate dispatch, 4»n the duties about to be assigned to^you, 
unneeasssaryi I proceed, by command of lus excellency, to. 
give such instructions for your guidance, as the undefined 
state of the measure in progaess will allow. 

The object in view may be generally described as the ad- 
ministration of the more pressing exigencies of municipal 
law -among the English settlers established in the district 
of Alb&i^y ; your di^^ies will, therefore, embrace the preser- 
vation of the peace, and, as fur as regards qivil proceeding,, 
the settlement of disputes which are likely ^o arise between 
individuals placed in such novel circumstances of social 
relation. 

Upon this head, it is necessary that you should be ap- 
prized of the nature of the engagen^ent^ subsisting between 
the heads and the individuals composing the respective 
parties. These proceed upon two principles ; the one of 
joint labour and equality of allotment of land ; and the other 
of personal service for a certain time; upon fixed conditions. 
* The ordinary process of law does not, in the event of dis- 
cussion, at once reach agreements of ^e first description, 
and the course hitherto adopted has been to induce a re- 
turn to union and mutoal assistance, by refusing permission 
to the individuals, so circumstanced, to quitt heir locations. 
The colonial law, which considers all persons traveling 



wMiblil ttikmi^l pasaei^ ^ vagiwlift, ^drds ft miidy itiode 
ofeiii^tigtiik db{c^t into «#ect ' 

•No^ffictilty |>re^^iiti0. iti^lf to the arrtogein^iit of dift- 
^ptttes ii^re the lease Is that of |><^80ttal servke. Thf^ ^o^ 
tomal 1aWM*<ifl <«oikijp«l the ^^cfi^eWaiK^ of the fe^iprdcal 
du^i»<^ master aAd apfprentitie; fthd a Yeferetic^ to the pat^ 
ticiilar sKgi-eemeiit will enable fon to detidid' dn wfa^fe^er 
case of this nature may big bfdtigbt hisifWe you. 

Adttioliitioii win, in general> be sufficient to enforce good 
tonduet otiiiie pdHof the mai^e)^; bth^rwis^, the tbrent olF 
dismiss^kl f#bm the Colony iMy be u#ed, attd itis ^cAreely td 
be^^Kpected ^hat both ^ill prove ihefiectu^ . 

Sifentkir admonition, accompanied l^y threats bf imprison*- 
ment, and, in cases of positive ^bfrbctorihess atid violence, 
rtnprisohifient itself, may be Applied/to apprentices. But, 
in getie^af, yoU will todet*dl^tid> tteit the exhibition of ih^ 
poWe^eF eontrottt itml^unishtxt^At^ -rilther' thmi'the actual 
e^erci^^, i^'raidist within ^he cOhtempfetion of bis oiieidlteticy 
the acting govehfior. 

'the instructions received from his Majesty's secr^tw^ of 
Slate pi'ovJde for the separation Of kttechanies and artificer^ 
frotidth^ir parties, with the cdiisetit of thef ri^spetitive h^ads; 
btit so much caprice itt thi^ ^sp^dthas bUen mamfe^lied by 
the settlers generally, that yon WilMiOt feel jfotirself, for the 
present, authorized to grant any such permission without a 
specidt* authority frotti the coTottial - office, it being of the 
utmost Importance, With reference to the views of his 
M^esty's goVerntnent, that positive establishment should 
take place on the lands assigned ; the only ejiception will 
be found in the case of artificers being required for the public 
works. 

Although it is the intention of his excellency the acting 
governor that you should ukimately establish yourself in the 
township of Bathurst,.you will, in the first instance, tn'ake a 
tour of the several locatiohs, as well for the purpose of fix- 
ing the boutidari^s geilerally of the ^Uotments, at<$diK&ng 
to li memortt^uM 'Which wiUbe fut]iish6d40> yo^ri t^ ]MI^ 
Kne^'bel, the dieftrict sm^yof^ as of dtta^glnf fh^ t^iouft 
p^ disptfte^ Which ^ mtty pi^obably eoAm ^itttonf ')Ai^ dlf^ 
f^fem '^ttesi; 1>rii]IM(iittitig tf^iitim i»MOi«>^ the doto^ 
^tAHt^ftStii, ^ y^m p^gttik. a^otf idttdh daises ^s tutty^ in 
you» jBdgnietft, re^tlk^ pkrUtvAkt cmMfmii&ti irnd pro^ 

v^ioh.-' - ■ •:.:.' ^ . 

' ^The jctlkttM 1«W %Mn^ the MaAda^ 4d wUdi yMr 
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questions, avail yourself of the advice of the iap4<lro8t» iwth 
Mvhptn, as well as with hid deputy, yoi^/will comnranieate 
on all points cpnn^pt^d wif h th^ respective juxisdiptions^^ - ^ 
Previous to your d^part¥r$, you. will, asfar. a» ci^iMa-" 
aUmce^ permit, consult ,the legal records to be found iti 
the pffipe pf the deputy drastdy> to! §fnable you to comply 
with the recommendation thus conveyed. . 

I am further directed by his ei^cellency tp convey to you 
his sense. of the difficulty which may possibly .arife from 
the want of detailed instructions, and to assure ypu, tliat, 
on every occasion, you may. rely ,upoi| bis* actual ^p^rt, 
audfeel cQidfident that. the most liberal interpretation will 
jbe given to your motives and actions. 

.His excellency is not prepared^ a^ present, to commuoi- 
caie the specific mode of remuneration for the services 
^hicb y0u .$ire about to perform, but you are authoria^ed, 
generally, to. qha^ge every personal expense, as well of 
maintenance as of conveyance to the colonial government. 
,, . I he];ewith enclose copies of cii^cular letters addressed to 
^Ijie .different parties since their location, which will enable 
yp(U to seize . the spirit that has hitherto regulated the coi^- 
rivet and comnpmnications of your in^ediate predecessor. 

I have the honpujr to be, 
.. } . Sir,- ' ^ . 

Your most obedient humble servant, 
(Signed). H.Ellis, 



Captain Trappes. 



Deputy Secretary* 



r. (Copy< — Circular,) 

Graham's Town, May 23d, 1820. 

.^His.exc.eUency the acting governor haying. observed the 
[capricious manner in which permission to quit the respec- 
jtive. parties and to proceed to Gjraluun's Town has been 
giv^Q to individiials, by which, the peace of that town and 
military cantonment is endangered, find th$e practice qf va- 
/gabondizipg, in> direct .violAtion pf the colonial law,, much 
■e»c6i]i^i^e4> 1^ beeu plensed to direct, that hereaftef, in 
the event of any individual proceeding' to Graham's.Town 
A>f any.re»soiiaULe oqg9#ion; \y^ must; ioinpye^^ely^ if not 
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a head of a party^ produce a permission to quit the party 
before the magistrate, who wil) exercise his discretion as to 
allowing him to remain. The only difference with respect 
to the head of a party is^ that he requires i^fkftss'.for quit- 
ting the loc«ltion> but he muit also obtain a town pass. 

His excellency has been further pleased to direct^ Aat 
applications for permission permanently to quit the party 
must in the first instance be signed by the hdod Of th^ 
party, then transmitted to- the provisional ma^strate,. jby* 
whom the same will be forwarded to the colonial Oiffice^ 
from whence the permanefat permission, either for Te^[ 
deiice in the district or the colony generally, -as the ckae^ 
may be, will be issued. -^ 

Permissions of separation, for a period not exceedifig; 
one month, may be granted by the landdrost^ for the dis^ 
triet at large ; for the deputy drostdy, by the deptity land** 
drost at Graham's Town; and for the locations in 'the 
district of Albany, by the provisional magistrate. 

By command of his excellency the acting governor, 
(Signed) • Henhy- Ellis, 



To. the different Fartiet 0/ British Seitkrt 
e8t(Ufii$hed,in the District qf Albany. 



Dep. Colonial Sec. 



N^ 8. 

Colonial Office, July Uth, 18^0. 

Sir, 

I AM directed by his excellency the acting go- 
vernor to inform you, that Captain Trappes, the provisional 
magistrate at Bathurst, has been this day directed to trans- 
mit to the commissariat officer at Graham's Town, lists of 
the several parties who may be actually located on the lands 
iassigned^ for the purpose of enabling individuals to receive, 
according to the mstructions of the secretary of state> the 
^ second instalment of their deposit money. 
• ' I have the honour to be, 

-^!^>^;-. '" Sir, : ' ' ' ■' 

""'^'J . Your obedient servant, 

(Signed) , H. Ellis. 

Dep. Secretary. 
R. Rogerson, Esq, * 

Auist^Commkiafy Gen, . • • ' • 



(Copy.) 

Colonkl (Mc^f Sept. 8tb^ idfW. 

I HJuVB received and laid befoie hU excellency the 
wtliiig governor^ your letter of the 27tb uUioKH wclosing % 
t^y of one you bad addresged to Mr. Aasiataot Deputy 
CoBBBiissary Johnstone, in reply to his communication to 
y6u> on the sulyect of the third instalment of the deposits 
of the settlers having been now expended in the amount of 
rations issued for their subsistence. His excellency entirely 
approves of the line you have taken ; he feels that it vvillbe 
impossible to discontinue the aid of rations as hitherlo 
made to the setders, until after the ensuing harvest, when 
each party shall have reaped the fruit of his exertions ; but 
as it 18 not to be expected that the charge of this supply can 
be ultimately borne by the public^ it is necessary and just, 
that the oommissary should apprize each head of party 
that he will be debited with the amount of whatever he 
may draw in the shape of ration ; and that he will be caUed 
upon to give bond at the termination of the harvest, for tfie 
value of what he shall, up to that period, have received ; and 
that these bonds (a form of which will be furnished to the 
commissariat) will be secured in the nature of mortage 
upon and first claim against the lands (with all they may 
contain) of the respective holders, to the defrayment of 
which the subsequent grants will be made subject. 

As soon as the period of the harvest shall have arrived, 
it is his excellency's intention that an accurate return shall 
be made to him of the produce raised upon each location^ 
and of the means the heads of parties may possess for the 
approvisioument of the respective individuals of their se* 
veral parties* From a view of this document, his excel- 
lency will be able to decide, in what manner, to what per- 
sons, and to what extent the aid of the public stores is to be 
continued, subsequent to the period in question, as it must 
be obvious that from that moment furnishing daily rations 
should stop, and the several heads of parties be only sup- 
plied, from time to time, according to their numbers and 
means, with what, upon the lowest scale of calculation, 
shall be absolutely requisite to the support of the people. 
As, however^ his excellency conceives, that nrany of tlie scfe- 
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tiers. mii^ .ndax.jn thek eauptionft mete tbqr.annie Ami 
it is in the contempJation of this^goarerimieDt torcontini^Q.to . 
support them in anyshape^ ke desires, that I will. caution 
you, not to make any of this conununicationpuUic^tbatis 
not inunediately necessary to be acted upon: and I am fur** 
ther to acquaint you» that Jiis excellency has instructed the 
commissary genesal upon such parts c^ this reply as con* 
cems bis department* 

I have the honour to be. 
Sir, 
Your obedimit. servant^ 

(Signed) C« BiBn. 

Oml^m Trtqfpes, 



N^ 10. 

(Copy.) 

Colonial Office, September 15tb, XW>^ 
Sir, 

I AM directed by his excellency the acting ^O" 
vemor to acquaint you; that the ej^pediency of establishmg 
acQiirt f^r matrimonial affairs, and a court for taking cogni- 
zance of criminal and civil offences at Graham's Town, has 
made it necessary, officially to promulgate your appoint^ 
ment as a provisional magistrate in the district of Uiten- 
ba^e, and to define the limits of the district within which 
you are called upon to exercise those judicial powers 
which it has been thought fit to entrust to you, and which 
are fully described in his excellency's proclamation of this 
date> for the appointment of certain special heemraden, as 
conservators of the peace, in such situations in which * it 
may appear to his excellency to be necessary. By this aug- 
mentation of the powers formerly entrusted to you, I am 
directed by his excellency to state, that it is not meant to- 
revoke, or amend, the instructions which you received on 
your first appointment through Mr. Ellis, or to limit those 
duties or interferences with respect to the settlers, with 
which at that time it was found necessary to entrust you, 
but by the present arrangement to aid the courts of the dis- 
trict, and to facilitate the ends of justice in the cases- 
pointed out. But as. it may happen, that from yoiir aiH 
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s^aoe or indispMition the inhdbitaiits might bot hwfe it io 
th^ir power to obtain, in the cases •Uudad to, that speedy 
redress which it is the wish by this measure to phice ia 
their power, hi» excellency has expedited his warrant to 
Mr. T» Phillif)S, constituting him a spedai heesmraad, with 
powers to act in your ^ absence, or, when you may be other- 
wise legally prevented iroii^ the performance of these du- 
ties, (of which you will, upon such occasions, giye him due 
notice,) according, to . the terms of die aforesaid procla- 
mation. 

The limit of the district to which your judicial powers 
are-eoafined is defined i by a line drawn from the Fish 
River, passing the north-west side of Mr. Maliony's Ipcar 
tion, to the Jager's drift, on the Bosjesman's River, and 
including the several locations specified in the inclosed 
list. It will be necessary that you take into your employ 
an active and intelligent clerk, the selection of whom his 
excellency leaves to you, as well as the amount of salary to 
be allowed him, provided the sum of 600 rix-doUars be not 
exceeded. • 

I have the honour to be, < 

Sir, 
Your obedient servant^ 

(Signed) C. Bird. 

- Cmpiain Tn^ipes^ 
Frgv. Magistrate, Bathur$t» 



N^ 11. 

(Copy.) 

Colooial Office, September 15ih, 1820. 

Sir, . 

His excellency the acting governor having had 
under his consideration the state of that part of your dis- 
trict in which the emigrants from England have been lately 
located, and having perceived, that it is desirable for the 
convenience of the inhabitants, and for the quiet and goo^ 
qrder of the district, that certain further regulations should 
be promulgated on these heads, his excellency has deter- 
mined, that there shall be a monthly court for matrimonial 
affairs, and petty cases, at Graham's Town, at which the 
deputy landdrost shall, as is usual, preside, with, at leasts 



two hef^mii^det); . acting. Under the same inalractiolis as tbe 
coHftaof t^ddix^sts and heemradenare guided by^.ia like 
matters, at -the chief places of the several provinces,, of 
which the usual notice, will be forthwith given ; but as th^ 
.Dumber of settlers, and their distance, in many instancea, 
from the sub-drostdy, may make.it inconvenient for them, ia 
very minute cases, to go to Graham's ^Fo^n, either for the 
•j»urpo8e of procuring redress in such cases, or giving in* 
iormation to the magistrates on more grave subjects, his 
excellency has empowered the provisional magistrate at 
(Bathurst to take cognizance of certain matters which are 
defiqed in a proclamation issued for the guidance of special 
heemraden to be appointed, by his excellency's warrant, iu 
such situations in which he may judge it re(][uisite to extend 
this further, aid to the magistracy and mhabitants; his 
^excellency has thought fit to define the limits of the juris- 
diction of the provisional magistrate at Bathurst, so that 
all colUsion between that, officer and the magistrate at Grar 
ham's Town may be thereby avoided. This jurisdiction 
will embrace all the locations seaward of a line drawn f^om 
the north-- west side of Mr. Mahony's settlement, to the 
Jager's Drift, on the Bosjesman's River, and thus include 
the several locations pointed out in the inclosed lisit; to 
•which ypu will be pleased to give the necessary publicity. 
.Bi|t his excellency having further considered, that the dif- 
.ference of language may be of considerable embarrass- 
ment in cases where the English settlers are concerned, he 
:has decided upon app'ointik^gtwo additional heemraden for 
ibe Grahafn's Town jurisdiction, in addition to the heemra- 
.4^ alrea4y considered as belonging to the sub-drostdy ; 
and. ^ it is his. excellency's desire, that you' * instruct the 
deputy-landdrost not to take cognizance, in his court, of 
,any case, either criminal or civil, unless one of the said 
. additional heenuraden, whom his excelleticy will select 
/fr^m ainopg the English settlers residing in the aforesaid 
jurisdiction, be present, when the cause, in which .such 
English subject is concerned, shall come on, matrimonial 
cases excepted, in which the usual and necessary queries 
may be put to the parties, without its being necessary that 
an j^^lidi men^her of the court be present, provided the 
deputy-landdrost himself be so. These additional heem- 
raden will not, however, be furnished with the special wtar- 
rant; alluded to in hi^ excellency's aforesaid proclamation 
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of dii^daii^; but as it is essential to provide forthepot^ 
lible abr9eii<5e or iHii68» of the provfsioiial ikiA^gtratef at 
Batkttrst, his e^oelleoey has decided upon appokrdng a 
heemraad in that jurisdiction^ with powiers^to a€t under 
4nich circumstances, according to the powers vested in such, 
by the aforesaid proclamation ; this heemraad may, or may 
not, be called to the sitting of the court of d«puty4imcl- 
drost and heemraden of Graham^s Town, according asr ijt 
shcdl appear advisable to yourself or the deputy-land- 
drost* 

It will rest with you to put the respective parties into 
possession of the details necessary to their carrying' these 
mstructions into execution ; and, ther^ore, it remains only 
on this subject necessary to add, that his excetleney desires, 
that Messrs. Pigot and Campbell (of Botha's farm) may be 
appointed heemraden in the Graham's Town jurisdiction ; 
and Mr. Phillips for that of Bathurst ; the warrant for the 
speciat duties with which the latter is to be entrusted, 
being herein enclosed. 

I likewise transmit to you six printed copies of the 
mode of proceeding in crown trials, in English; and as 
many copies of his excellency's proclamation of this date ; 
and two copies in English, and two in Dutch, of the in- 
structions for the matrimonial court; in order that you 
may furnish them, as may be required, to the court of Gra- 
ham's Town; and to the provisional magistrate and heem- 
raad at Bathurst. 

For one step, arising out of these instructions, it app^ai% 
to be immediately necessary to provide, and that is, lUe 
erection of a place of confinement for prisoners at Ba- 
thurst; a plan thereof should be agreed upon between 
Capt. Trappes and yourself; and you should endeavour to 
induce some of the heads of parties, or principal settlers, 
to tender for the work ; after which, such tenders as shall 
have been received, should be transmitted hither, with the 
plan proposed, for his excellency's sanction. 
I have the honour to be. 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 

(Sighed) C. BxBD. 

Ueut. Colonel Cuyler, 

Landdro9i$qfUitenkage, 
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PROCLAMATION. 

BjF bb ExceHeQCy Major General Sir Rufane Slia^^ 
Doakin, flight Commander of tbe Most Honourable 
and Military Order of the Bath, Acting Governor and 
Commanding in Chief His Majesty's Forces at the 
Cape of Good Hope, &c. &c. 8cc. 

Whereas the increased population^ consequent upon the 
veceat location of the setljers who have arrived in this 
colony from the, United Kingdom, has rendered it expe^ 
dient to establish, in the siib-drostdies in which they are 
located, courts for the enregisterment of marriages, ai^ 
for the cognizance of criminal and civil cases, to obviate, th^ 
inconvenience to. which the inhabitants would be exposedji 
from the necessity they would be otherwise under, of re-» 
sorting to the courts of the chief place in each province ot 
the colony, in which they are settled — 

I do, therefore, hereby direct the deputy-landdrost of 
the subrdrost^i<e3 of Clanwilliam and Graham's Town to 
assemble: a' court of (lepiity-landdrost and heemraden, (the 
Bun^ber of heemraden competent to constitute such cdurt^i 
witfa the.deputy-landdrost, not to be less than two,) on the 
first Monday of e(very month ; at which court all the injhiii-s 
bitants of the proportion of the districts of Tulbagh an(l 
Uiteiihage> now included ip the sub-division of Clanwilliam 
and Albany, shall be at liberty to have their marriages 
registered, as customary in this coloi^y. 

And I do hereby further direct the jafpresaid deputy^ 
landdrosts, with the number of heemraden, as aforesaid, at 
least, to : constitute a court at the same time and pla^e^ for 
the trial of such criminal cases as are cognizable by the 
courts of landdrosts and heemraden, under the proclama- 
tion of the 18th of July, 1817; and of such civil cases as 
are of the competence of those courts to decide upon. 

And that no person may plead ignorance hereof, this 
shall be published and affixed as ususd. 

. GOD SAVE THE KINg! 

Given under my hand and seal, at the Cape of Good 
Hope, this 15th day of September, 1820. - 

(Signed) R. S. Donkin; 
By his excellency's command, 

. (Signed) C. Biro. 
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PHOCtAMATION. 

By his Excellency Major General Sir Rufaiie Shawe 
Donkin^ Knight Commander of the MosW Honourable 
and Military Order of the Bath^ Acting Governor and 
Ceilimanding in. Chief His Majesty's Forces at the Cape 
of Good Hope, &c. &c. &c. 

Whereas the late accumulation of population in various 
parts 'of this feolony, remote ftxim tbe residences of the 
load 'magistrates, renders it Aeeessary and eMpedient to 
ad^pt some further measures for the prompt administration 
<^f justice, in cases of misbehaviour, or minor ofi^nces, and 
I have, therefore, come to the resolution, to grant my war- 
rant to certain heemraden, whose local situations may 
enable them to take cognizance in the platters aforesaid, 
ifmder the Regulations hereinafter prescribed ; andto select 
and appoint, in the first instance, cettain^additional heemra- 
den, where Imay deem it expedient, who, by virtue of such 
appointment, shall become members of the board of land- 
drost and heemraden of the district in which they reside 
at th^ period of their respective appointments, and be 
t«ste;d with power to investigate misdemeanors, and minor 
offences, and decide therein, under the following instrue- 
tidtls, viz.^ — 

Art^ I. All complaints of persons not acting in the 
capacity of public prosecutors, cdncerning mi9behaviour« 
(minor offences,) not liable to puMic punishment, and 
being* moreover, of sueh a nature, as to admit of an ami- 
table arrangentent, induding all complaints of tradesmen 
and ^thers^ against their apprenticed ; of masters against 
their servants, whether freemen or slaves^; and of servants 
against their niasters ; and further, all Coinplaints of parents 
agailK^t their children; shall be subject to the judicial «og- 
nizaneeof any heetnraad, who shall be furnished with a 
'warrant to this effect, under my signature; or that of the 
governor for the time beitig, provided the offei^ce has beetf 
committed within -the limits assigned to his jurisdiction, 
ii^hich limilfit shall be fixed atid tnade "known, according to 
circumstances^ by'the-landdrost of the district.' ' . . • • 

Attr2. 'In'^all the cases mentioned in the preceding 
Article, it will be infeKmbeiht on the beomraad to endeavour 
to reconcile the parties : ^hoold, however, his endeavours 
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prove unsuccessful, a record is to be made thereof; after 
which he will proceed to a judicial investigation of thb 
case. 

* Art. 3. For this purpose, a time must be appointed to 
the parties, ibr the investigation or trial of the case, which 
shall take place as soon as possible, according to circum- 
stances, especially the greater or less distance of the dwell* 
ing places of those concerned^ and of the witnesses, from 
the residence of the heemraad. 

* Art. 4. At the commencement of the trial, the com- 
plainant shall relate the circumstances of his complaint ; 
but, previous to being thereto admitted, he shall be obliged 
to take the oath required in crown trials. The complain^ 
ant, or accuser, havmg given his relation, the accused shaU 
be asked by the heemraad, whether he acknowledges the 
offence imputed to him, in the act of accusation, or not i 
And in case he pleads guilty, the heemraad shaH proceed 
to pronounce his sentence ; but in case the accused pleads 
not guilty, or refuses to answer, the witnesses of the conaK 
plainant shall be examined. After which, the accused 
shall make his defence, and the witnesses of the accused 
shaH be examined, and this having been done, the heem* 
raad shall pronounce, according to law, his decision or 
sentence, it is, however, required, that the heemraden in 
the judicial investigation, and in the passing of their sen- 
tences, as far as the nature of the circumstances allows, 
shall proceed, conformably to what has been prescribed in 
the mode of proceeding in crown trials. Articles 78, 79# 
109, no. 111, 118, and 119. 

Art. 5. Should the heemraad, before -whom a case is 
tried, feel doubts as to the decision or sentence which he 
ought to pronounce, he is at liberty to refer the case to the 
board of landdrost and heemraden. 

Art. 6. An accurate record shall be made of the whole 
of the proceedings in each case, including the sentence, 
and as far as the nature of the circumstances admits, agree- 
ing with what has been prescribed for the crown trids, 
Articles 83, 84, and 85. 

Art. 7. In the case of the non-appearance of the com^ 

tlainant or accused, or of any of the witnesses who shall 
ave been duly summoned ; as also in case^ unwillingness 
or refusal of any of the witnesses to give evidence, it will 
be incumbent on the heemraad to act according to what 

p 
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has b^e9 pf^8ciibe4 for the crown trials; Articles 114, 1 15^ 
Il6,.an4 117. . 

Art. 8. Ad appeal is allowed from the sentences of the 
heemraad, tp the respective boards of landdrost and heem- 
raden of the districts in which they reside, in those cases 
in which a rehearing hy the full board has been allowed to 
the parties, from sentences of landdrosts and commissioned 
beemraden of the districts ; in which cases, the appeal 
shall be noted in the office, of the heemraad, within five 
days after the pronouncing of the sentence; and a sum of 
£5 rds. shall be at the same time deposited in the said 
office, which sum shall becooie forfeited, in case the sen- 
tence be confirmed; or the appeal not prosecuted. The 
prosecution of the appeal shall take place at the first 
ensuing court-day, after three days being computed from 
the date of the pronouncing of the sentence, or if with- 
in such time the same cannot take place, owing to the 
distance of the dwelling, places of the parties from the 
drostdyi then on the first succeeding court-day. 

Art. 9* With regard to the execution of the sentences 
of the beemraden, to the forfeiture of the right of appeal- 
ing, i^id also to the prosecution of the appeals, the mode 
of proceeding, as prescribed for crown trials. Articles 131 
find 132; as ako Articles 8, 133, and 134, shall be fol- 
lowed. 

Art. \0. ^rhe beemraden^ acting under special warrants^ 
are also authorized and directed, within die limits of their 
respective jurisdictions, to summon before them any person 
or persons suspected, on probable grounds, of intention to 
break the peace ; and conformably to what has been pre- 
scribed for the crown trials. Articles 9^, 96, 97^ and 93t 
are to cause him or them to give sufficient security, by 
bond, to keep the peace; or in case of non-appearance, 
unwillingness, refusal, or inability, to give such security, to 
take him or them into custody ; for which purpose, the 
beemraden herein alluded to, will unite in their own per- 
sons the authority, which, in the said Articles of the crown 
trial, has been divided between the public prosecutors and 
the judges. . 

Art/^1. In case of the commission of crimes, which 
are subject to a public corporal punishment, within the 
limits of the jurisdiction ^assigned to beemraden, having my 
special warrant, as aforesaid, they are authorized, without 
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previous iudjcial decree^ to cause the supposed offenders to 
be apprebended, in which cases they shall be. obliged to^ 
take the depositions on oath, of one or more competent 
witnesses, who can give evidence respecting the circnm- 
stances of the perpetration of the offences ; and in case of 
non-appearance of the witnesses who shall have been duly 
summoned, as also in cases of unwillingness, or refusal of: 
any of them, to answer the queries, or. give the; evidence: 
required, the heemraad is hereby authorized to act against 
such witness, as is prescribed by the 115th and 1 1 6th 
Articles of the proceedings in crown trials. 

Art. 12. In cases of suspicion of future misbehaviour, • 
for which the giving of security for good conduct, or appre- 
hension of the suspected persons, shall be required, or' in 
cases of the apprehension of offenders, an accurate record 
shall be kept by the heemraad, containing the deposition 
and evidence, duly sworn to, the contents of the bonds of 
security given by the suspected persons, and all such fur-^ 
ther information obtained, as shall relate to the respective 
cases. 

Art. 13; The heemraad acting under this proclamation 
shall trs^nsmit, without delay, to the respective drostdies of 
the districts to which they belong, all persons apprehended, 
either for the prevention of cnmes, or in consequence o£ 
crimes actually committed, together with the authenticated 
copies of the records relating to the cases of such persons,; 
in order thereby to enable the landdrosts further to act in 
the said cases, according to the nature of the circumstances, 
conformably to law. 

Art. 14. The field-comets, within the limiti of tfae^ 
jurisdiction assigned to the beemraden alluded to, shall be 
obliged to send, for their information and guidance, copies 
of l£eir reports relative to crimes and misdemeanore com- 
mitted within their field-cornetcies, as also copies of their 
reports after inspections or inquests. 

Art. 15, Should any person feel himself aggrieved by 
any act or acts of the heemraden acting under this procla- 
mation, it will be then required, that he shall address himn 
self ^y memorial to the landdrost and heemraden of. the 
district, whp, upon investigation of the circumstances, 
shi|ll, if necessary,, afford the redress required, or otherwise', 
refer him to the proper authority, for the purpose of obtain-' 
ing redress. ' 

p2 
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Art. 160 Eseh keemread aeting under d^a procbtnation/ 
skull be allcmed to appoimt a clerk* whose dtitj shall eoii- 
aist» in being present at all ofliicial transactions of the beem- 
raady framing the necessary records thereof, drawing np 
summonses ^ud reqnisitions, writing acte and copies, and 
attending to all such further official duties, as shall be 
required of him by his employer. The sum of 300 rds.' 
annually will be allowed the heemraad^ to defray this 
charge; payable out of the treasury of the district. 

Art. 17. The heemraden alluded to, shall have at their 
disposal the services of one or more inhabitants, whose 
dwelling places are situated nearest to their residences, to 
be appointed by themselves, on whom it shall be incum- 
bent to serve ^ueh summonses and requisitions, as they* 
may £nd it necessary to issue, and to apprehend such per- 
sons, against whom the heemraden may find it requisite to 
issue their warrant, and to convey thetn to the respective 
drostdies, in which they shall be assisted, in^ case it may be 
deemed necessary, by one m* more of the other inhabitants, 
regularly called upon to this effect. 

Art. 18. In' selecting the inhabitants for the duties 
attuded to in the last Article, the heemraden shall, as far as 
possible, select unmarried persons, burghers of this colony, 
not being heads of families ; and unless such inhabitants; 
for reasons to be detailed by them, by memorial to me, or 
to the governor for die time being, shall have been excused 
from the services to which they have been appointed, they 
shall be obliged to perform the said services, and continue 
in sudi functions during two successive years^ on pain of 
being considered as opposers of the lawful commands of 
the magistrates^ and punished accordingly. 

Art. 19* All burghers in the service of the heemraden 
acting under diis proclamation, shall be freed from all other 
municipal duties, especially commandos, and they will, 
over and above the disbursements they may be necessitated- 
to mdke, be allowed a certain sum for their trouble in 
serving summonses and requisitions, and in apprehend- 
ing persons, to be regulated according to such tariff as 
shall be made for them ; all which expenses shall be 
pmd to theiH, out of the district treasury in which the 
Beelnraad^ shall reside, subject to reimbursement by the 
parties, who eventually shall have been condenmed to pay 
the costs. 
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. The keemnAen, fiiniMied with tbe jpecial wnmint 
ritudeil |0 albove, aliall teke the following oiith» io tbe 
court of landdfost and heeanradeny viz. — 

'^ I do siocerel; promtBe and swear, diat I will be faitbAiI 
and bear true allegi«nce to his Majesty Geoi^e the IVth, 
King of the Uaited Kingdoaa of Great Britain and Ire- 
land; and that I will faithfully and. obediently serve his 
Majesty's government established in (his colony ; that I 
win do the duties prescribed by the proclamatiop of the 
15th Sept. 1820, diligently, and to the best of my abilities ; 
that in the performance of these duties, I will do equal 
and impartial- justice to all parties, without fear of any of 
them, or of their friends or protectors/' 

And that no person may plead, ignorance hereof, this 
shall be published and affixed as usual. 

GOD SAVE THB KINO ! 

Given under my hand and seal, at the Cape of Good 
Hope, this 15th day of September, 1820. 

(Signed) R. S. Donkin. 

By his excellency's command, 

(Signed) C. Bibd, Sec. 



N^ 12- 

(Copy.) 

Colotiiid Office, Dec. 14ti], 1820. 
Sir, 

His excellency the acting governor having autho* 
rized the officers of the commissariat to issue rationa of 
bread and meat to such of the settlers, who should stand 
in need thereof; which rations his' excellency has directed 
to be delivered to heads of parties, according to the num-r 
bers of tbe respective pa^rties, it has come to his excellency's 
knowledge, that some of the heads have, (notwithstanding 
their having drawn the aforesaid rations of provisions,) ill ' 
various instances, stopped the issue thereof to the men of 
dieir parties, under the pretext, that such men had been 
refractory, or had not worked properly; I am directed* 
therefore, to acquaint you, that his excellency dqes not 
approve of the line the hea^s of parties have adopted in 
these cases. • , > 

, But bill Qx^ellency, agreeipg ui the principle, that if meii 
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will not v/oik, they shiil) not he fed hy their ett{^yer0, 
has defiired th^t you iliay notify to ihe heade of partiea, 
that if they have just complaints against their people, on 
this point/ upon their laying thefll before you, and substan- 
tiating the same, you will authorize, in writing, the with- 
holding the number of rations, according to circmnstanoeft ; 
which number is in su^h cases not lo 1)6 dirawn from ihe 
public stores, which it is necessary, on every aceount, to 
cecoiiOmize as much as possible. 

I have the honour to be, • • 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 

(Signed) C. Btr». 

The Landdrost of Uitenhagej 

Deputy do. of Graham*s T&wn^ 
Deputy do, ofChnwUHam^ 
Proxmonal MagUtratCj Batkurst. 



(Copy.) 
Sir, 



N°. 13. 

Colonial Office, Dec. 31st, 1830. 



I AM directed by his excellency the acting go- 
vernor to transmit to you, herewith, circular letters, to be 
sent to each of the heads of parties in your jurisdiction, 
as soon as it may be practicable to have them conveyed to 
them. You will perceive, that it is his excellency's inten- 
tion, that such arrangements should now be made, as shall 
lay the foundation for the future supply of the settlers, 
from means, which shall be.independent on the civil govem- 
inent or commissariat. 

His excellency is quite aware of the calamity of blight 
which has blasted the hopes of so many of the most indus- 
trious of the settlers; and his excellency will use every 
effort m his power, to avert the consequences, which with- 
drawing the government supplies altogether would, at such 
a period, occasion ; the entire stoppage of the commis-^ 
sanat issues must, therefore, still be a prospective measure \ 
but the circumstances of the country generally, in cbnse* 
quence of the great failure, in all its districts; by blight; 
and the welfare of the settlers themselves, which depends 



•« uiueh on dieir exertions for their own Mippbrt» hecetei* 
tttte n strict ceeonpmy in ihe issaes. It ivUl be necessary, 
therefore^ that jou consult with Cftpt* T. S. on this sub*- 
ject, with the view of ascertaining from the heads of par- 
^S; and by personal inspection, whsit resources, from 
vegetnl]{le6 or > otherwise, the settlors can depend upon ; sp 
4hat each shall draw no more from public stores than is 
absolutely indispensable. It will require great persever- 
ance and exertion to act up to the entire spirit of this inr 
^traction ; but his excellency is convinced, that you will 
see the absolute uecei^sity of the measure ; and that yon 
will, in consequence, have : it in your power U> make him 
an early report on the subject. 

Independent of the consideration of eeconomiaii^ the 
supplies, it virill be evident to you, that it is necessary that 
some steps should be taken, which shall have the effect of 
constrainmg the able-bodied to labour ; which, it is as- 
sumed, they will not be sufficiently inclined to, while too 
mu(A facility in procuring subsistence without labour is 
afforded them* 

I have. the honour to be. 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) C. Bird. 

The Deputy Landdrost^ Grakants Town^ 
Frovisitmal Magistrate^ Bathurst, 



N». 14 

( ^^Py* — Circular. ) 

Colonial Office, Dec. Slst, 1830. 

Sir, . 

His excellency the acting governor deems it ex* 
pediept to give you notice, that he has directed the officers 
of the commissariat deputy to close the account of depo- 
sits with yourself, and other heads of parties, charging 
against die sums of deposit to which, by the communica- 
tions of his Majesty's secretary of state for the colonie^^ 
you appear to be entitled, the amount of stores, provisions, 
and waggon Inre, with which you stand debited to his 
Majesty's .government. 

Your account will be closed to the end of this present 
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Vear> with the view of disoontiiiimig the isiue ot^promision^ 
by government^ as noon as it shaU be practicable, Mibse* 
quent to the housing of the present harvest. < 

His excell^acy the.ajcting governor does not disgnise 
from himself, that circiimstances have occurred which wiU 
prevent many of the. settlers from being yet in a position 
to maintain themselves from the produce of Aeir respect 
tive locations. These circumstances^ which have arisen 
either from the late period of the season at whidi the tnms- 
ports arrived here, or from the want of ploughs ;8iid agri- 
cultural implements, which, unfortunately, did not reach 
this place until long subsequent to the arrival of the settlers ; 
or finally, from the unprecedented calamity of the blight 
which has cut o£f so much of the just, expectations of the 
industrious, induce his excellency (contrary to what had 
been his original intention) to continue to authorize the 
commissariat to provide, in some degree, for the failure of 
private resources, and to continue to issue, upon payment 
or undoubted security, such proportion of provisions as 
the respective parties may not have it in tteir power to 
procure from other sources, in a country destitute of 
markets. 

It will be evident to you, that the greatest ceconomy 
should pervade the system of issues; the commissariat, 
therefore, cannot be authorized, on any account, to issue a 
larger ration than what is allowed to his Majesty's troops ; 
and circumstances may arise, which may render it impossi- 
ble to issue to the settlers a soldier's complete ration, in 
which case a proportionate diminution in price will be 
made ; and it is to be .distinctly understood, that neither 
this government, nor the commissariat, can or does pledge 
itself tp issue any specific and unchangeable ration, either 
in quantity or quality ; as it must be obvious, that the dif- 
ficulty of transport at this season, with many local circum- 
stances, may render the exact execution of such a pledge 
• impossible. 

It will be requisite, that you ^ive regular and early notice 
to the magistrate, in whose jurisdiction your location may 
. be, of the number of rations you may from time to time 
' require, stating therein the mode of payment you propose 
for ihe^ same; which mode must be dear and satirfactory, 
it not being to be expected, that his Majesty's gbvemnient 
should authorize any issued of stores or provisions, unless 
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at be feimborsed : nor will rations be supplied for a greater 
Dvoiber of persons than shall be actually on your location 
at the time of drawing for the same. It is also necessary 
for you to observe, that issues of provisions will only be 
made at Graham's Town or Bathurst. 

The demand against your party for waggon hire^ for 
their transport from Port Elizabeth to the Albany district^ 
is very great; it was, however, clearly stipulated, that his 
Majesty's government should be at no expense, with re^ 
sped to the settlers, subsequent to their landing ; his ex- 
cellency, therefore, cannot release your account from that 
charge, unless under fresh instructions from his Majesty^s 
government ; but he has referred the question home, foir 
consideration, and will communicate the result to you, as 
soon as he shall have been honoured by a reply. 
I am. Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

(Signed) C. Bird. 

To thfi Heads of Parties. 



(Copy.) 
Sir, 



N^ 15. 

Colonial Office, Jnn. 19th, 1891. 



In reply to your letter of the 6th inst. (Graham's 
Town, 9th inst.) I am directed by his excellency the acting 
governor to transmit to you herewith a copy of instructions 
which his excellency has given to the acting commissary 
general, on the subject of issuing rations to the heads of 
parties, whose people, in consequence of the failure of the 
late harvests, and m consequence of their inability to pro- 
cure the means of subsistence through other channels, may 
still be under the necessity of leaning upon this government 
for immediate support. 

You will perceive that in unison with the sentiment ex- 

Sessed in the circular to heads of parties, of the 21st 
ecember last, it is intended, under the present arduous 
.circumstances^ not to withhold the beneficent hand of go- 
vernment from the settlers, though it must clearly be ex- 
plained to such, as shall continue to draw the aid of 
rsUious from government, that payment will be expecte^l 
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from tfaetn as soon as circumstances dhall enable tbem to 
toieet the demand. You will point out to tfaieiie heads, 
that, for the present, their receipts for provisions to be 
issued in the proportions notified to the. commissary (but 
on no account in larger proportion) will be taken, which 
receipts, if the amount be not liquidated previous to their 
obtaming the final grants of the lands on which the parties 
^re located, will be converted into a mortgage on the whole 
of the location, including buildings, stock, &c. thereon* 

You will perceive that in future no provisions or stores 
are to be drawn by any head of party, without his having 
the return countersigned by you. It is by this intended to 
obviate the possibility of any person drawing provisions, 
who is not attached by proper authority to the party located; 
and to authorize such only to be drawn for, as are actually 
ittdastriousy and so working on their lands, as to afford a 
chance of repayment by the increased value which may be 
anticipated therefrom. Hiis discretion, which his excel- 
lency reposes in you, is one of a very delicate nature; but 
his excellency trusts, that your known humanity and dis- 
cretion will obviate any inconvenience which might be ap- 
prehended from it, and that you will see in the measure a 
means of spurring on the indolent, and not of withdrawing 
an essential aid from the sick, infirm, or weakly. 

You will observe that no stores are to be drawn without 
your counter signature : the object hereby is, to check any 
unnecessary or improper issue ; and you will also notice, 
that henceforward no stores will be issned to parties, ex- 
cept upon prompt payment. 

The parties under C^tain Campbell, Caj^tain Butler, 
Messrs. White, Francis, Latham, and Scanlam, are to draw 
ratibns for the numbers only that were landed at Algoa 
Bay. These rations are to be paid for by the colonial go- 
vernment ; it is necessary therefore to observe, that any 
persons who may have joined these heads subsequently 
must be differently provided for. 

It will be evident that all those who work for wages 
have it in their power to make immediate payment for the 
provisions they may require. It is further necessary that 
all parties shall be apprised, that in consequence of the 
destructive blight, winch has so unprecedently aiBicted 
every part of the colony, it is impossible that a considera- 
ble reduction of the ration may take place, as already the 
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hibabitatits of this town have their bread made with one- 
aixth of barley flour mix^d with the wheat. 
I have the honour to be, 
, ■ Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

(Signed) C. Bird. 

'Pr<msi(mal Magistrate, Bathnrst^ 
Acting Deputy Landt. Graham* 8 Town. . 



N°. 16. 

PROCLAMATION. 

Bj hia Excellency M«JQr General Sir Rufane Shawe 
Donkin, K.C.B. Acting Governor and Commanding in 
Chief, &C.&C. 

Whereas it has appeared to me to be expedient and ad- 
visable, that a full and permanent seat of magistracy should 
be established in the district of Albany, in order that the 
inhabitants of that district, including the new locations of 
the settlers from England, may have the full benefit of easy 
access to a provincial court, and be visited annually by the 
regular commission of circuit from the worshipful mh t^urt 
of justice, I do, therefore, hereby give notice,^ that the 
province of Uitenhage shall henceforward be limited and 
bounded on the east by the Bosjesman's River ; and, con- 
sequently, that the country to the eastward thereof, with the 
newly-acquired territory between the Great Fish River and 
the Keiskamma, and including the field<^ometcies of upper 
and uiider Bosjesman's River, of Bruintjes Hoogte; and 
of Albany proper, shall form the province of Albany, whose 
chief' place and seat of magistracy shall be the town of 
Bathurst 

The cour^ of heemradeu for this district will consist, on 
its formation, of the heemraden resident within the Hmits 
of the sub-drostdy of Graham's Town. But it is hereby fur- 
' ther made known, that these regulations shall not take effect, 
until the landdrost, whom I shall appoint to the new dis- 
trict, shall have arrived at the seat of magistracy, and taken 
upon himself the duties of his station. After which he is 
hereby authorized to make such minute ^rangements with 
the lattddrort of Uitenhage, concertting their i^spiecttve 
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bouiidbriea^ as tfcdi not have heen proviiled for bjr this 

notificatioii. 

'. And that no person may plead ignorance here<tf^ this 

shall be published and affixed as usual. 

GOD SAVE THE KINO ! 

Given under my band and seal at die Cape of Good Hope* 

(Si|;ned) R. S. Donkin. 
By his excellency's command, 

(Signed) C. Bird. 

Secretary. 

Government Advertisement. 

His excellency the acting governor has been pleased to 
appoint the commandant on the frontier. Major James 
Jones, to be landdrost of die district of Albany. 
Ci^ of Good Hope, May 25th, 1821. 

By his excellency's command, 

(Signed) C. Bird, 
Secretary. 



N^ 17. 
(Copy.) 

Colonial Oflice, Mayfldth, 18S1. 

Sir, 

The bearer, Mr. P. Mullingham, having ar- 
rived here in the Waterloo brig, from England, has applied 
for leave to proceed into the Albany district, for the pur^ 
pose of taking lands there, according to his means, under 
(he general instruction of the secretary of state on this 
head. I inclose a copy of Mr. Mullingham's letter to me, 
in v^hich he points out v^hat the means are which he 
proposes to bring into this settlement, for the purpose of 
carrying his plans into execution. I have not thought it 
expedient to refuse this person a passport according to his 
. desire ; but I have very cautiously and very decidedly ex- 
plained to him, that his own assertion, as to his means, will 
not be satisfactory to the magistrate of the interior; and 
that he must have better documents to prove his means 
than those he has produced to me, or that otherwise it will 
not be in your power to permit him to occupy any public 
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lund within your jurisdiction. I have explained to hini» 
that by the word " means " in the secretary^of state's letter; 
is to be understood, either articled servants, brought hito 
this country at his expense, and maintained for a term bj 
him, or stock and movable property ; or tangible funds in 
this country ; all which he seems to be at present destitute 
of. But as he has shown me some papers, which lead to 
suppose that he has a command of pecuniary capital in 
England to a certain extent; and as he states that he 
wishes to see the country, in which he is anxious to settle, 
previous to his finally establishing himself: in these cir- 
cumstances I have given him a provisional passport, to gO 
through the country, in which he is directed to report him* 
self to you, and he will be the bearer of this letter,- which I 
shall also send you a duplicate of, per ordinary post. 
I have the honour to be. 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 

(Signed) C. Bikd. 

Major James Jones, 
Landdtost of the Albany District, 



Colonial Office, June SSd, 1891. 



N». 18. 

(C&py^ — Circular.) 

SlR^ 

I AM directed by his excellency the acting go- 
vernor to acquaint you, that he has had very great satisfac- 
tion in being able to communicate to you, that a repre- 
sentation he had the honour of submitting to £ari Bathurs^ 
some time ago^ in your behalf, on the subject of waggon 
hire, had been attended with success. 

His lordship has been pleased to acquaint him in a dis- 
patch, under date £d December, 1820, that he may '' dis- 
pense with the repayment, by the settlers, of the sums which 
may have been advanced on their account ;" bat his lordship 
adds, that ** this additional boon should enable the settlers 
to overcome all their real difficulties; and you will therefore 
apprize thein, in granting it, that it is the only additional 
assistance which, under any circumstances, the government 
can afford them." His lordship concludes^ by ordering 
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the i^ettlers to be distinctly informed^ that no rations cad be 
issued, without payment, for any period, however limited. 

The acting jgovernor is persuaded, from the proper spirit 
and feeling which he has observed during his late residence 
in Albany, that you will receive this act of consideration 
and munificence on the part of his Majesty's, government 
as you ought to do ; but the best return you can make, and 
one which will be most agreeable to your sovereign, as 
well as most useful to yourself, wilt be the exertion of in- 
dustry. Vou should recollect, that the cost of every ration 
no^ issued^ in consequence of the late calamitous failure 
of the crops, will be charged against yoiir party, and that 
you» as head of it, will be personally responsible for the 
amount; and, consequently, that every settler under you 
will be personally responsible to you ; and that, morebver^^ 
the land you are to obtain will be mortgaged to the amount 
of rations issued, as has already been distinctly explained 
from this office. 

It behoves, therefore, every settler who can possibly sub- 
sist himself, to decline the further drawing of rations, 
which must weigh as a debt, hereafter, on him and on his 
land ; and after the manner in which the burthens of the 
whole have been lightened, by taking off the waggon hire, 
the personal interest of every man, as well as a sense of 
duty and gratitude, should spur him on to such exertion, as 
shall place him in the proud independence of living on food 
of .his own earning, and enable him speedily to discharge 
the now comparatively small debt due to government. 
I am. Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

(Signed) C. Bird. 

To the Heads of Parties 
located in the Albant/ District. 



Colonial Office, July d<Hb,48SI. 



N^ 19. 
(Copy. — Circular.) 

Referbing to the circumstances, which, .wer^ 
notiiied, in' consequence of the interview which bis excel^ 
lenity tbie acting gpy^rnor had with heads of parties, in the 
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Altany districty in the course of last month, I «m now 
directed to acquaint you, that his excellency has made ar- . 
rangements with the department of commissariat, to conti- 
nue to heads of parties, for the settlers present .on their, 
respective locations, rations as at present issued, until the 
30th day of August next. Subsequent to which, one-Half of 
the ration now issued will pnly be distributed for each indi-, 
vidual, up to the 3 1st day of December; and, after that 
day, no ration, or provision of any sort, will be issued by 
the commissariat. 

It will, therefore, behove the settlers of your party, to 
provide, by every exertion and (economy, for their mainte- 
nance, from the 1st day of January, 18^2; by which time, 
not only their wheat crops ought to be got in, but other 
sources of supply should be also productive. 

The accounts of the several parties will be filially closed 
with the commissariat on the 3 1 st December, aforesaid ; 
and the heads of them will then be made acquainted with 
the amount of debt, for which they and their parties are 
responsible, and for which amount their respective allot- 
ments will be specially mortgaged. 
I am. Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) C. BiRB. 

To the Heads of Partiet of Settlers. . 



N°. 20. 



Extracts of Imtrtictions to the Rev. Mr. Thompson^ 
and Mr. Brownke. 

These is, perhaps, no circumstance connected with the 
interests of his Majesty's government in this setdemen^ - 
that his excellency Lord C. H. Somerset feels more anxiously 
alive to, than the introduction of Christianity among our 
unenlightened neighbours, and with it, its invariable con^ 
comitant, and greatest of temporal blessings to a people, 
"civilization." 

Independent of the duty which his excellency feels to be 
imposed upon him, to give every aid in his power to the 
diffusion of the principles of our holy religion, thereby to 
be the humble means of recovering some few from the 
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deplorable darkness* in which they are crdll fatmetitaMy 
plunged ; independent of the gratification a liberah and feel^ 
ihg mind mnst experience, from having it in his power to 
aid in spreading the arts of ci^Kzed society among hordes 
still in a state of the grossest barbarism ; his excellency is 
convinced, that he shall better consult the immediate inte- 
rests of the settlements committed to his charge, and put 
more easily a stop to those inhuman massacres and ruinous 
plunderings, which take place on our border, by complying 
with the wish of the Caffre chief, to have a zealous and en- 
lightened instructor sent to him, than by any acts of hos* 
tility towards the offending Caffres. 

His excellency, aware that you have been educated with 
the view to your carrying religious instruction to the heathen, 
begs to say, that it is not in any shape his intention to pre* 
scribe any particular method for you to adopt on this head. 
He relies upon your judgment and discretion on these 
points. But his excellency will be desirous of regular and 
correct information of the progress made by the Caffre peo** 
pie in the principles we profess, and of the numbers who 
embrace the Christian faith. 

His excellency's chief object, next to this of religious 
instruction, is, that you should constantly impress upon the 
chiefs, his friendly feelings in their regard ; that you should 
explain to them his wish, that the border now fixed for the 
two nations should not be violated by either ; that, on his 
part, he is prepared to punish any colonist who shall com* 
mit the most trifling offence against the Caffre people ; and 
that it is but just, in return, that the Caffre chiefs should, on 
their parts, seek out and punish those who commit depre- 
dations and murders in our territory. His excellency is 
anxious to establish such an intercourse between the Caffre 
people iKid the colonists as shall be mutually beneficifi; 
and for this end, he is desirous of obtaining corriect state- 
ments as to their wants, and also as to the objects which 
they may be able to bring, to Graham's Town for barter. It 
must take time to collect all the knowledge which this ob- 
ject requires.; but every now and then, an additional obser- 
vation or hint will add to the stock of information we pos- 
sess, and be essentially useful. 

There is great reason to believe, that, notwithstanding 
the long intercourse which has subsisted between the co- 
lony and the Caffres, the information we possess, relative to 
that people and their country, is very incorrect and inade- 



Aif KSXCJftE 2a. 325 

qtt&te; it ^mlU therefore^ be a most imporlaiit object for 
y^wt leisure, to colleet as much iafortnajlioB ob these points 
as possible, smd to famish the colonial government there* 
with. The strength and positions oi the border chieftsuns^ 
their relations to each omer^ and the peculiar features of 
their social compact, are subjects of the greatest momeDt 
to be correctly informed of. We wish also to be in poa* 
session of their mode of culture, and the treatment of their 
cal?de—- in short, it wiU be highly interesting and instrucr 
dve to have, by degrees, the most minute details of thek 
oeconomy. 

The line the colonial government has adopted; with re- 
spect to Caffre plunder, is to follow it, if possible, to the 
first kraal it can be tracked to, and there to insist upon re^ 
stitntion, or equivalent. This system has restored confi- 
dence on our side of the border, but is naturally not 
relished on the Caffre side, and it has led to some lament-* 
able acts of hostility. It is greatly to be wished* that the 
necessity of such a system should be done away, and herein 
die benevolent exertions of an enlightened adviser may be 
greatly useful. Nothing can be more clear tiian the ini-r 
morality of the CafiVe aggression on the colony ; nothiqg 
more distinct than the peaceable and friendly views of the 
colonial government towards the CafiVes. It requires, there-* 
fore, that they should be convinced of their injustice, and 
that they should also see the impolicy of their proceed- 
ings. If they live at peace with the colony, their own wel- 
fare may. be secured by it, "And their wants supplied; a coi^- 
trary system brings upon them those evils which hav« 
visited their people ever since it became necessary to expel 
them from our territory. 



N\ 21. 

PKOCLAMATION* 

By his Excellency Major-General Sir Rufane Shawe 
Donkin, Knight Commander of the Most Honourable 
and Military Order of the Bath, Acting Governor and 
Commanding in Chief His Majesty's Forces at the Cape 
of Good Hope, &c. &c. &c. 
Wherbas the landdrost of the frontier district of Albany 
havings by my express desire, had an interview Mcith the 

Q 
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Caffce. chief iGa^ fatr the fAirppde of ^emei^i^g tbi^ 
fricsDcHy rebtioiw whicb happily enist bet^w^eeo tbe jPafire 
people and the colony, it baa been stipiibilefii amongst pt^er 
things, that an adniial fair shall be held xmib^i banks of the 
Keidkarama River,, for thfB purpose of supplying the G^Sres 
Hith such articles aa they have. been, in the habit of obtain- 
ing from the colony, through the ichannel of government, 
Imt which they have not. regularly procured since, the period 
nt urhich ;the disturbances of the year 1818 broke out. 
These, therefore, are to. give notice, that.an annual fair wil) 
accordingly be held, under the following regulations, which 
shaU be subject to such alterations and modifications as, 
from time to time> shall appear to me, or to th^ governor 
for the time being, to be necessary, viz.^-- 

1st. The landdrost of Albany, after having^arraqged with 
die CafFre. chief Gaika^ the spot on which a fair is. to be 
held, for the object of supplying the Caffres with such art;* 
cles as they nxs^ require, in barter for. cattle, or the produce 
of the Ca&e. country, is to give notice within bis district^ 
and teH'the landdrost of Uitenhage and Gri^aff Rein^et, of 
die tinve.fixed for the. intended fair, which he will also ar- 
imbge. with the Gaffre chief. 

. £d» As in thia first attempt to establish a regular traffic 
with the Cafire nation, it will be essential to enforce the 
strictest order, it will be desirable that the landdrost .of the 
district shall attend in person, if possible ; or, should ..he be 
presented from, so doing, that be should depute one of the 
special heemraden to superintSend the regularity of the 
transactions. 

fdd. The landdrost shall, appoint a clerk of jthe market, 
who shall take a regular account of the transactions of th? 
fair, which shall be afterwards made public through the 
channel of the Cape Gazette. 

4th. It shall be the duty of the superintending magis- 
trate, to. annul all transactions of the fair, which shall ap- 
pear to him not to be just towards the CafFre people, so 
thit they may thereby be secured an adequate compen- 
sation for such cattle or produce as they may bring for 
disposal. 

5th. The fair shall open one hour after sunrise, aiid ter- 
minate one hour before sunset No transactions entered 
into out of the hours of the fair shall be considered legal. 

6th. The landdrost shall not permit any; persona from tbe^ 
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colony to^:attend the feir whp have no.t articles to' cli3pose 

of. It be^ng of the greatest Importance to public peace and. 

security, that aH crowding f ho uld, be prevented. The laii^'. 

drost, or superintending, ms^istrate, 'will therefore use the. 

most . summary meians to, send aw^y suph persons as are 

above described. . . ,. 

The landdrost, . or .superintending, magistrat^^ ^hall also 

make ^arrangements with the Caffre chief, in order to ohvir 

ate the consequences which mfght ensue from the CaffreA. . 

crowding upon the colonial venders, and thereby exposing 

tbeii* property to the plunder of the Caffires. , 

7th. The landdrost, or superint^ding magistrate^ shall, 

be careful to be attended by as many interpreters a^ be can; 

conveniently collect, for fs^litating the intercourse of ^11 

concerned. The landdroj^t will also require the presence,. . 

during the fair, of Mr. Brownlee, the colonial agent in^ 

Caffraria. . . -. / i ^ 

8th. The landdrost shall stipulate with the Caffre ghie^ 

Gaika, that the Caffres shall attend the fair unarmed ; and 

it will also be desirable, that the Caffre chief permit sucb.^ 
such Caffres only to attend, as may. have cattle or produce 
to dispose of. . 

9th. The disposal of spirits, wines, beers, or other liquQrs, 
whether by sale, barter,jOr.gift,.is peremptorily forbidden; 
and should the. landdrost discover any.SMch^to have been 
brojugUl^tp the fair, (unless for the immediate want of those 
persooa who may be in possession of them,) he is hereby 
authorized and directed to seize and spill the same, and to 
inflict such summary punishment on the bringer or distri* 
buter (including corporal punishment) as shall to him ap- 
pear equitable. The consequence oif intoxicating the sa- 
vages, or any proportion of them, might, aiid probably 
would,. pr<>ve ^tal to the^ best interests of the settlement. 

10th. It is, in like manner, most strictly forbidden^ to 
take .to tbctfair, for sale or batter, or to exchange, or give 
aw?y . there,, any fire-arms, pr anfununitipn. . j!)a)y person 
offending against this regulatipu shall be punished by. the 
ftUperii^t^ding magistrate, as in the Cases alluded to in tlie 
lai9t: articles*. ^Aqd all ^e^^rmsj or ama^nition*) found in 
pOjsses^ion pi persons attei\dipg the fai<i, unless the:^ame .be 
boimjfysk foJC the^ ipmediajte U£^ of the persiQn who shall 
ibave sudi in. ppssessions shall be seized and.sol^ for the 
benefit of tfce treftsiu*y of the Albany district. , ; 

q2 
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1 Ith. The timddrosl or Bttperintending magistrate, is 
hereby authorized and directed to use the most summary 
means in keeping the peace ; and is empowered to arrest, 
and send away in custody, any person who shall not de- 
mean himself with due order. It is most urgently recom- 
mended to the inhabitants who may attend the fair, to be as 
courteous and kind to the Caffres as possible, in order to 
inspire them with that confidence^ which is rec|uisite to 
ensure a continuance of friendly intercourse with these 
people. 

l£th. Thelanddrostofthe Albany district is also hereby 
empowered to make such further local regulations as shall 
appear to him to be necessary, to give full effect to my in- 
tentions in this regard ; and he will, in his capacity of com- 
mandant of the troops on the frontier, take such precau- 
tions as will be pointed out to him, through the nulttary 
channel, to obviate any inconvenience which might arise 
from accidents, unforeseen at the present moment. 

And, that no person may plead ignorance hereof, this 
shall be published and affixed as usual. 

GOD SAVE THE KING ! 

Given under my hand and seal, at the Cape of Good Hope^ 
this^Oth day of July, 1821. 

(Signed) R. S. Donkin. 
* By his Excellency's command, 

(Signed) C. BiR0, 

Secretary. 



(Copy.) 
Sir, 



No. 22. 

Colonial Office, Nov. 15tk, 181^1. 



His excellency the acting governor, having taken 
into consideration the great distress which the second season 
of blight is likely to cause among the English settlers in the 
Albany district^ has directed me to acquaint you, that he has 
come to the determination of affording them such further 
aid in the unfortunate circumstances in which they are 
placed, as may be in his power ; but the calamity which has 
affected Ae crops on the frontier, having been nearly general 
throughout the colony, his excellency tinds it impracticable 
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to ft£Ebtd any assiatuice by the iiisae of either wheat or bar^ 
lej^ and he is necessitated to confine himself strictly to: that 
of rice in a Tery limited proportion. His exceUency has» 
therefore, shipped^ on board the. briff Alacrity, Findley, 
maeter, 1000 bags of rice, of 152lb8. Dutch weight, each; 
wfaidi rice is consigned to the commissariat department on 
the frontier, and is to be issued, gratis, to the settlers under 
your authority, (the charge being borne by die colonial go- 
vernment), subject to the following instructions : 

1. The landdrost of Albany is authorized and directed to 
appoint a committee of two heemraden, at least, to inquire 
into and report to him the means and necessities of the in* 
habitants of the several locations of the settlers from Eng"" 
land: 

2. Grounded on tins report, dbe landdrost is hereby em* 
powered to direct the commissary to issue to such heads of 
parties as shall require assistance for the individuals of their 
respective parties, at the rate of half a pound of rice per 
day for cSidi individual, whether male or female, orchildrMt 
above die age of five years, but no more, upon any account; 
for children under the age of five years a quarter of a pounds 
only, per diem, is allowed to be issued. 

3. The landdrost's order in. writing to the assistant com- 
missary general will be that officer's discharge for the stores 
issued by him, but that oidy. 

4. The landdrost is not anthorized to cause rice to be 
issued to any persons who are reposed to him, by the com- 
mittee aforesaid, (and the committee shall make it a point 
of their inquiry,) not to employ themselves, or to have useful 
occupation which shall be calculated to assist in their own 
support. Thus, all persons in public or private employ- 
ment, or who have sufficient employment in their own agri- 
cultural pursuits, are considered as proper persons to receive 
the assistance which his excellency hereby holds out to 
them ; but, as his excellency is of opinion that the aid of 

-rations has, in many instances, caused inattention to pro- 
curing such food as, in this period of calamity, might have 
been essential for the maintenance of the party» and that 
even the present aid may tend to encourage a continuance 
of idleness, already too prevalent, his excellency is peremp- 
tory in his instruction, that the landdrosts do not afford aid 
to such as have not useful employment, 
d. Ag^ p^^oaSf sick or infirm women or chiUreii, do 
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nol (fall jmier the denenuBatkuKrf'tbofle poiiite4otttatt<iW 
hstartick.i . . » . 

, 6. The' innes are to commence on the 6nt daj^f Jan* 
lunry next^ IBdS, and wiUbe condaued f<to.>ii perioct of ihiiee 
months^ * 

7. His eKcellenqy is perfectly aware of the inrnflS^ieat^ 
of the above Issue to the entire svbsistenoeof die indiyiiblials; 
but aa meat is procurable by the industnousi be ia com^ 
pelled to refer them to their own reiources for the: re* 
mainder. 

8. As many settlers are employed independent en their 
locations^ and, in the dearth of brt^-comy may nevertheless 
require the assistance intended herdtiy to be affordied, the 
landdrost is directed to classify such individuals into com- 
panies of tens, eo that the issues from the commissariat .may 
lie-made as easy as possible^-and that individuals 'shall: have 
BO reason to press upon theetores when opened- for distri- 
bution* It is therefore also recomfmended, that 'issues be 
flMide for aeertain number of days at eaeb time, ^according 
aa (hes assistant commissary and landdrost? shall deem it ex- 

. pedient/to fix. 

9. It appearing from information' which his excellency has 
•receivedy'that potatoes thrive well in the Albany district, 
;aod yield pai'ticulariy £ne crops, the landdrost is directed to 
call the attention of the settlers -to this essential anok speedy 
means' of sapplyidg the -deficiency of bread*com, and the 
Janddrost is empowered hereby to offer premiums- to such 
tes shall bring the greatest quantity to Bathurst, or^jvraham's 
^Fown markets, within a^ given tiine,* regulating, according to 
iiis judgmen^ the rateof premium which should beso given 
"for a proportion eaceeding a fixed quantity of produce. 

10. TJie landdrost is directed to make public the pi^ent 
^instruction and tetter, in order that the settlers may know 
'his' excellency's sentiments fully, and be quite aware of the 

extent of aid which can be afforded 'diem, and in order diat 

no individual may deceive himself in. the present circum- 
tstances, and rely upon assistance v^iich-it is liot and «an- 
^not be in the power of the* colonial government to afford 

him. 

• 1 1. The landdrost wiU make known,^at the earliest pos- 
^sible period, to his excellency the govehiorthe number of 

persons who will have to be providi^ fdr under this in«trac- 
•tiM; MCid he wilbforward^likewisei for bi8^elx<cell«fncy^s infor- 



formed according to the first article of these instructions* 
Lhave the faoiloar to be^ 
; . . • Sir, ^ .':'■:' 

Your obedient «emint». ^ 
<S]gn^) C. BiBA. ; 
Mf^ jQnet, LBoMroU of Albmy, > 
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Colopial Office>.Febrvary 90^ 18$$.S« 
Sib, , 

I AM directed by his excellency, .Lor^ C. H. S^ 
merset, the governor, to acquain|; you, that he h$|s takfea 
measures to procure, and s^ud do>vn to the Albany diatricl« 
500 muids of the best Cape seed whefit^ of the beardle^a 
sort. This wheat is consigned .to the comno^issariat depart- 
ment, and is ,to be issued fro^l thence, on your oixlers > m 
issuing which, you will be pleased, to be| guided by the i'ol«> 
lowing instructions. \\. is intended to give this i^ed .>v^^t 
to heads of parties, or settlers from England, located inderr 
peudently, but to no others, in such proportions as they may 
respectively require, for the supply (by the produce) of what 
is requisite for the^^onsumptionpfthe persons located under 
each heed of party, for one season, provided it shall be 
made clear to you, that the head of party ox, in4epeiident 
settler has sufficient land prepared for the reception of the 
seed intended to be given to him. The quantity necessary for 
the consumption of an adult must not be computed at more 
than one and a half muid of wheat for the season, that quan- 
tity producing 405lbs. of bread. The produce must be cal- 
culated at the rate wheat usually gives in the Albany district, - 
which it is believed will not be found to be less than twelve 
for one ; thus : a person having ten adults in his party, will 
require fifteen muids of wheat for a season, which will be 
one muid and a quarter of seed ; this, of course, does not 
contemplate a surplus to the growers ; but such persons as 
have the means of sowing more than what is here provided 
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for; must, of UKemi^, procure for themteltes tbe jeed tbtj 
require. 

You will perceive that the quantity of seed his excellency 
has thus provided^ is ample for the supply of the nnmber of 
settlers in your district ; for supposing the wheat to yield ten 
for one only» then tbe produce would be dOOOmuids, which, 
at 2701b8. of bread per muid, will give l,350fiOiAhs. of 
bread, which will be a twelvemonth's consumption for up- 
wards of 3,300 persons, or for nearly 1,000 more than drew 
rations at the end of December last. 

In a former letter, I communicated to you, that his excel- 
lency had consigned to Mr. Hart, of Somerset's farm, 360 
bags of Bengal wheat, which he had authorized Mr. Hart 
to dispose of to such settlers as should require it, at the 
prime cost of twenty rix-doUars per bag of 150lbs. ; but his 
excellency having since received more positive assurance of 
the security of sowing Bengal wheat, his excellency has sent 
an additional quantity, with the view of permitting such set- 
ters as may choose to run the risk of sowing the same, to 
exchange the wheat which is to be given them, as above-- 
mentioned, for Bengal wheat. 

His excellency is well assured that yon will entirely 
appreciate his motives and intentions, and that you will 
cause the same to be given e£Fect to, in the spirit which has 
guided his excellency in the adoption of this benevolent 
measure. 

I have the honour to be. 
Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 

(Signed) C. Bird. 

JS. JtherSj E»q. Landdrat of Albany, 
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CHAPTER XL 

CONDITION OF THE SETTLERS. 

From the foregoing chapter^ it is evident, that those who 
administered the local government of the colony were not 
consulted on the prudence or wisdom of allowing sd large 
a body of emigrants to silil for the Cape of Good Hope. 
The first public notification of such an intention arrived on 
the 19th November, 1819, and the ships left England in the 
following December and January. After the landing of the 
settlers in March, and the following months, it is proved by 
the documents, that every possible attention and despatch 
were shown in providing for the wants and for the early lo- 
cation of the parties, but not without a very heavy expense 
to the colony ; it was, however, out of the power of govern- 
ment effectually to administer to disappointed hopes ; but 
every practicable endeavour was used to allay the irritation 
6f the nioment. Unfortunately, the settlers embarked with 
unbounded expectations caused by injudicious and erroneous 
statements in pamphlets and in speeches, descriptive of a 
climate and of fertility known only in romance. In many 
of these publications, advice was given for the guidance of 
the settlers by mere theorists. To those who left Grredt 
Britain, without other funds except the deposit in the hands 
of government, it was easy to give counsel. Whether at 
home or abroad, their lot in life must, in all probability, 
continue to be humble ; and, in <|uitting England, they in- 
curred little loss, except that of time. Others, who might 
embark a ci^ital firom tnree hundred to five thousand pounds, 
received also, in these pamphlets, their share of instruction 
for colonial life ; when, in truth, the most beneficial and ra- 
tional advice, and that which every one really acquainted 
with the colony would have given, would have been to stay 
at home, and endeavour, if not to improve, at least to pre- 
serve from loss what they possessed. There may be an ex- 
ception with regard to those, if any such there are, who have 
unfortunately become so disgusted with their native country, 
and its system of government, as no longer to be able to 
endure fancied or real evils; and, in such case, it is most 
prudent to retire. After the arrival of the settlers, and dur- 
ing the anxious endeavour of the colonial government to fix 
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them in suitable locations, great dissatis&ction appeared. 
Two ships sent from Simos'^ Buy •arrived at Saldanha Bay, 
the nearest port of debarkation for Clanwiliiam, which was 
the spot destined for the parties from Ireland. One party 
became clamorous for a location at Saldanha Bay: but the go- 
vernment had there no disposable land ;* and the alternative 
which remained to those who refused Clanwilliam^ was to 
continue their voyage, to Algoa Bay, or. to give up their, 
claipis* Some gave up all right to location ; and fpr those 
who decided to proceed to Clanwilliam, waggons were pro- 
vided by the landdrosts of the intermediate drostdys. 

The distance from the bay to Clanwilliam ia about eighty 
miles; and at whatever place the settlers halted in their pro- 
gress, the greatest kindness and generosity was displjayed by 
the boers. Aware of the wants and sufferings to which tlie 
aetders were doomed, they could not refrain from expressing 
infinite astonishment^ that men could be- induced to leave 
their .n^tive^home to settle in a country of whose qualities 
and powers they appeared to be wholly* ignorant; when, 
with their own local knowledge, long experif9nce> and una- 
bated toil, they could with difficulty subsist, and bring up a 
family, to undergo, in their turn, the same hard and unceas- 
ing, labour. 

, .On the arrival of the settlers at Clanwilliam, the clamour 
of disappointment continued ; some of the families, and 
many individuals, gave up their, locations, and Tetumed ,lo 
England ; a few settled at Cape Town ; and the rjemainder 
were finally ^dded to the settlers in Albany. 

It is not easy to calculate the degree of advantage which 
;the settlers expected.. The growth of prosperity at Clan- 
william fppears to have far exceeded any thing displayed 
by. Albany. On that which has been underrated,, time and 
experience.frequently affix a just value ; and in the history 
of the locations, no estates have, as yet, attained a celebrity 
in the Capie newspaper equal to those of Clanwilliam.f 

. * Except the goveniipent pp^t, which has sioce been sold by the go^ 
vemment, and purchased hy one of the heads of parties.r-*£D^ 

. ' f^omlvaKAM offers for sale, by^t8teeoiitract,the Wboi«of htsiev- 
ts^eSf ^djo^iiiog the deputy 4rostdy of Clao rWilliam, tceosistinf^ of ab^ut 
5,000 raoi(gen of com and excellent pasture land, in such lots as may b^ 
agreed on ; also, two pieces ofland at the Kleine Valey, one consisting of 
Iw moi^n, the^other aboiit 166 rao'rgen ; and an erf, let to J. H. Niea>- 
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{.eans^tQ haye been iDadequate to the $&tabU^P#Pl:,pf Jthc^ 
ri&h eniigr^siits^. The .exlpiectaticm, and ]Xfkdes^X9p4mg.yf.ere, 
ihstJL the parties from England^. Scotland^, ^nd Jrekqd, baVt 
ixig difieient maniaars^: customs, and sonietim^S) lai]^ii9g^# 
shpuld betplaoediindistiactlooatiofi^^ .[Tbe epical rgp^iesfi? 
ment may be considered injudicious in attempting to locate 
the Irish where the. allptmeiit of fruitfu} oprn^la^d wa9 too 
limited for the whole party. It gax^ea cqIqut for coi|vpIai|it * 
although a du^ proportion of land in. Albany mwoSi^^^S^ 
"v^as accepted by many . Some have ob9tiiuyt6ly cf f^is^d a Ip^ar 
tion either there, or in Albany; and fixing their standard on the 

wouldt, at ihte Taaybosch Kraal, at the yearly rent of twenty niuids of 
■veHeat, payable on the first of January, every year, for ever. 
' The whole of the above lands, if not disposed of bj? the eleventh of June 
next, will be positively sold by publrc auction, at Patryze Valey, on that 
and the following day, (1 1th and 12th June ;) when a sale will bd held, 
Without reserve, of all his fanning stock aud implements, consisting of 
about 100 draught oxen, European (Vaderland) cows, horses, sheep, 
goats, ploughs, waggons, &c.&c. ; also, household furniture, carpenters^ an4 
iStinSths' tools, and a great variety of raerchandiie,tbo numerous to insert, 
Tertns :— One third of the purchase-tnoney of the estates to be paid, ;iil 
cash, within one month; the two-thn*ds may. remain at interest for one 
and two years, on mortgage of the estate. 

%* Good farmer's fare,^— lots of win6, and a fiddle. 

To BE LET, in a new townj proposed to be built, iinmediately opposite 
the drostdy of Clan William,' several lots for building, containing two 
acres of highly fertile garden land. The subscriber will give to eacn per- 
son, to build a house, ' agreeable to ia plan in front, laid down by him, 100 
rix-doUars wohh of timber, and not to coftimence rent for three years; or 
at such other tiinea^ may be agreed on. . There is a constant supply of 
Excellent water all the year, commanding every lot, and offers to inaustri- 
ous tradesmen the greatest prospect of success. 

A fair is proposed to be held on the lauds, every first of September, when ■ 
theproprietor will give the following premiums : ' 

To the person who shall sell the greatest number of oxen, not being legs 
than 50, nx-dollars 20. 

To the person who shall sell the next greater number of oxen, not being 
iessthan40, rix-doUars 15. ,^ 

To the person who shall sell the next greater number of oxen, iiot bein^ 
less than 30, rix-dollars 10. 

Similar preihiums for cows. 

Similar premiums for sheep atid goats, having sold, firet class premiuni, 
'400, and upwards ; second, 300, and upwards : third, 200, and upwards. 

Similar premiums for Spanish sheep. First class, 200 ; second, 150; 
thii^, 100. ... - . 

Similar pretniums for horse's, having sold twenty. 

Oc0ber4th, 1S21. Apply to John Ingram, Bloomfieldlpjijje. 

%* Further jparliculars will be expressed in a future advertisement. 
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iiiBiifficien<7 of ClanwiHkiin, htragged and annoyed the colo- 
nial government with nnceasing and unreasonable demands. , 

Nor are affairs in a more pleasing or composed state in 
die district of Albany. Attempts have been made to pro- 
citfe public meetings of the people at Graham's Tov^n, for 
the purpose of petitioning the king and parfiament for a re- 
dress of grievances. 

In order to check such an anomaly in South Africa, the 
colonial government has thought it necessary to issue a pro^ 
clamation declaring such meetings to be illegal, and those 
who give attendance to be guilty of a high misdemeanour.* 

♦ PROCLAMATION. 
By his Excellency the Right Honourable General Lord Charles Hbniit 
Somerset, one of his Majesty's most honourable Privy Council, Colonel 
of his Majesty's First West India, Regiment, Grovemor and Commander 
in Chief of his Majesty's Castle, Town, and Settlement of the Cape of 
Good Hope, in South Africa, and of the Territories and Dependencies 
thereof, and Ordinary and Vice Admiral of the same, Commander of 
the Forces, &C.&C. . 

Whereas it has been represented to me, that certain individuak 
(probably ignorant of the laws of the colony) have proposed to convene 
public meetings, for the discussion of public measuits, and political sub- 
jects, contrary to the law and usage of this place ; I deem it, therefore, 
necessary thus, publicly, to notify, that all meetings, so convened, are 
contrary to law, and that every person who attempts to convene any meet- 
ing or assemblage of such nature, without my sanction and authority, or 
the authoritv of the chief local magistrate, in distant districts, where the 
object of such meeting may be of so urgent a nature, that my authority and 
sanction cannot be ootained, or any person attencTing such unsanctioned 
meetings, is guilty of a high misdemeanour, and is severely punishable for 
such offence ; and I, moreover, hereby warn all persons who may, not- 
withstanding, be induced to convene, or attend, any such public meet- 
ing, that the local authorities have been authorized and required to dis- 
pene the same, and after the promulgation of these presents, to arrest and 
bring to justice, all and every individual who shall infringe the ancient 
laws and usa^s of the colony entrusted to my care. 

And, whereas certain ignorant, malevolent, or designing persons have 
tfaoueht proper to assert and insinuate that the governor ofthis Colony is 
not duly made acquainted with the petitions or complaints preferred by 
those who feel themselves aggrieved, or who have occasion to address me, 
as his Majesty's representative, on their respective cases and interests, I 
do, therefore, deem it advisable to acquaint all persons, that in no instance 
is any petition, memorial, or letter, addressed to this government, which 
does not come under my immediate cognizance, or in which the order is 
not given under my own hand ; and that, in most instances, the contrary 
supposition is alone adduced, to cover language and expressions which 
could not be tolerated, if addressed immediately to his Majesty's Repre- 
sentative, without ofience to the laws in this case provided. 

And I do hereby further make known, that, participating most anxiously 
and sincerely, in the distress which has been unftvoidabTy felt, from the 
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Captain Synot, a head of one of the triah pTartie^, has 
been appointed landdrost of Clanwilliam ; and the cqlfV-' 
nial law, by which they are governed, (of which they were 
informed in England,) is administered by an individual of 
their own nation. 

Having explained the circumstances attending the settle- 
ment of Clanwilliam, it is now necessary to follow the 
hirger number of the settlers. It Was an object of dei^ire with 
some, to be fixed on the banks of the Knysna. They ap- 
peared to remain under the delusion of supposing all South 
Africa to be at their will, and that, like Shem, Ham, and 
Japhet, they were to sally from the ark, and pitch their 
tents on the land of their choice. The country on the 
Knysna has long been in the possession of an English gen- 
tleman, who, retiring from his profession, acquired tiiat 
grant of land, then neglected and unoccupied. The 
stranger, whether travelling on duty or for amusement, here 
finds a kind welcome^ under the hospitable roof of a bene* 
volent and well-educated man ; and is introduced to the 
picturesque scenery of this interesting property^ with its 
park-like grounds, its mighty woods, and neighbouring 
rivers and bays. The courteous owner of this beautiful 
domain has a family of nine children, amongst whom, by the 
colonial law, all (except the woods, which are the property 
of government) will eventually be equally divided ; formmg 
an establishment for nine families, wisely instructed in such 
arts, and in such knowledge, as w31 be most useful in their 
future progress through life. 

total failure of two successive harvests, and various oihercauses^ by suck 
df mycoontiynien as sought an asylum in thb Settlement, in the year JldSO^ 
I shall unceasingly court every opportunity of redressins their real eriov- 
ances, and of promoting their general and individual welfare ; but that it 
is, at the same time, my firm determination, to put down, by all the means 
with which the law has entrusted me, such attempts as have been recently 
made to distuHb the public peace, whether by indamnuitory or libellous 
writings, or by any other measures, of which I g^ve those concerned this 
■public warning, that no one oiay have cause to plead ignorance of the laws 
of the colony, when called to account for transgressions so materially and 
injuriously affecting the public peace. 

GOD SAVE THE KING ! 

Given under my hand and seal, at the Ci^ of Good Hope, thi* 84th 
4hiyofMay, 1822. 

(Signed) C.H.SOMERSET. 
By command of his Eicellency the Governor, 

(Signed) C. BlBDy SeoKBTAar* 
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Being laaded in Algoa Bay, the generidity of eettlera had 
to-proeeed abpye one hundred miles to their locations iiv 
Albany,, in waggons hired at the colonial expense. They 
ireceiv^d one*third pf their deposit-money, according to the 
agreement in England, which was, one-third to be paid on 
laA^u^; one-*third on .the location; and the remaining 
third three months after. As no market existed at Algoa 
94y, • t^e commissariat of the frontier army was ordered to 
{Mrovide rations for the new comers. However objection- 
able thi&:»ystem of rations has since proved itself to be, at 
tbt^ monient there were no other means of supply. Ai> 
vived at GrahaI^'s Town, the head of a party was permitted 
U>' draw from the commissariat one ^nonth's rations for the 
whol^ of his people ; . which supply^ as well as any future, 
wate to be placed to the account of the second and third 
iofitklments of the deposit. They thus entered upon a sys- 
temi which, however convenient, proved to be a great dis- 
i^Qumgeipeiit to industry, by enabling the idle to acquire 
food without labour. 

If, instead of this arrangement, the second instalment of 
OBO^tbird, due upon their locations, and.. the last, .three 
tnontbs after, had been paid according to agreement, and a 
4k|>6t of flour and provisiops had been opened for sale by the 
cok)ni«l' government, the. earnings of labour, with the depo- 
sijts, woiijd have enabJed them to. purchase necessaries, and 
woAild have compelled the poorer class to work, that, they 
mig^t have v^^here withal to buy food. It was surely in 
vain to expect men to work whilst subsistence . was deli*- 
vered out to othefs who were idle ; and it had the eflFect oif 
causing the few, who were industrious, to insist upon exorT 
bitiint wages. By the continuance of the system of rations 
during the last two years, the whole deposit-money is esf- 
pended, and an arrear incurred, which it is not in the power 
of the heads of. the parties. to discharge. 

The rations have now ceased; but one balf pound of 
rice is daily given to each person on the location ; and seed 
com has been delivered gratis, sufficient to produce, under 
a good harvest, one and a half pound of bread per day, 
during the next year, for every individual in the family of 
a settler, having land prepared to receive it. 

An. ample harvest would materially diminish both the 
present discontent and the pressure on the colony. Two 
unfavourable. se$3QQs have successively prevailed ; a third 
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now a4vBnc«s^ doubtful and notried* — '' Paul idaiitftb, 
Apolloa watei-eth, but God giyetb the iucres^e." To reJa^ 
tbe wretcbedpess of maay fapoiilies ia Albany, their menial 
services, evep that of females, unused ta mch duties, tend- 
ing . their owq cattle, bare-footed and half^dothed ; . to 
recount ;the individual distress experienced at this moment^, 
together with the sufferings of the time which isf ^one b^i^ 
^d the slender .hopes anticip4|ted fron^.that which is lo 
con^, would be as painful. a&i^ is useless. The inhabita^its 
of the Cape colony have little except annual incan^e ; yet 
they have cheerfully assisted, on various occasions^ in tb# 
relief of the strangers; and afund^ called the Settlers* Fund^ 
has been formed by the subscription of individuals, and 
appropriated tp those cases which specially call for relief. 
But what. avails a collection, which can never rise to any 
considerable amount, or be regarded as a permanent rer 
source against the accumulation of distress, which now 
appears to impend over the emigrants to the Cape of Qood 
Hpp^? 

The numbers origii^aUy located in Albany consisted of 
16 10 men, including 57 directors; of 659 wonaen ; and 
1467 children ; in all, 3736 ; exclusive of detached parties. 

There appear to be now remaining on the location list*-** 



Men. 


Women'. Children. 


Tdlai. 


552 


403 935 


1890 


Absent; but within the 






drostdy 451 


171 365 


987 


1003 


o74 1300 ; 


2877 


Males. 


FemUes. 




Births oB the location . 88 


86 


174 


Deaths 22 


7 48 


77 



'There have been twenty-six maniages on the location. 
The births, deaths, and marriages of those who are absent 
"are not included, nor at present ascertained. 

'The total number of acres of land ploughed and, Culti- 
vated amounts to 1454; and the greatest number of settlers 
who have drawn rations at any one time, is 931 men, 56^ 
'women, imd 946 children ; the expense' of their rations, in 
the year 1820, amounted, after deducting the second and 
third instalments of the deposit^ to 57,000 rds. ; and that of 
1821, to 195,000 rds. 
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The large proportion of men absent from the looltioris^ 
will account for the small auantity of land in agriculture. 

Tradesmen and mechanics have naturally resorted to di^ 
villages for employment. The majority of absentees are in 
Graham's Town, where the rate of wages> equal to that of 
the Cape, enables them to gain a livelihood, and purchasi^ 
food foi* their families. It is difficult to see how otherwise 
the colonial government could have provided the entire 
means of their supply. The two successive fadurefs of the 
com crops, and of potatoes, have produced great distress; 
and the generality of settlers have not eaten bread for 
many months ; Indian com, or maize,* is the only grain 
that gives encouragement to the grower. 

The plan adopted by the home government, of pladng 
mechanics, labourers, and paupers on locations, in order to 
become proprietors of land, has failed. It is acknow- 
ledged, that without regular gradations^ i^ociety cannot be 
maintained ; and it would have been more beneficial to all 
the parties, to have allowed such persons at once to fall 
into that rank, in which they were naturally included by 
birth, habits, and professions. 

Government originally stated its determination to allow 
those to go to thcf Cape, who, possessing the means, 
engaged to carry out, at the least, ten able-bodied men. 
The head of the party was considered to be the master of 
the others, who could only be ranked as servants, looking to 
him for support. There are not. above ten or twelve so 
constituted ; the remainder consisted of mechanics and 
others, each paying his own deposit ; and of paupers, 
who^ have had their deposit paid by their parishes. The 
parishes, having a redundancy of populati^i, were idl6wed 
to select ''an intelligent individual to take charge of a not 
less number than ten families; and to such an individual 
igoverament would grant land in the proportion of 100 
acres to each family," It must have been in contempla- 
tion, that the individual should himself be independent, 
and in a situation to employ the paupers under hb care ; 
but in many cases the individual proves to be a pauper 
himself. The parishes, in order to get rid of ten families, 

* It ongbt to have been the primary object of attention ; and next to 
it, holcBS Cafronim, with other grain' suited to the soil and climate; 
instead of wheal. — Ed. 
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IMlvaDde one liuiidt^d pomnds* wliioh» whew reMbMl ^ 
them after landing, is (o be their capitoK for cull|vat|og on* 
diousaact acres of African land. This is, in fact, oni^ 
changing t^e pooT'^house fi^oni the mother-country to the 
colony. The natural course of events, which acts forcibly 
on all human affairs, frequently corrects the blunders <»f 
man and of governments ; and, it is to be hoped, may in 
the end establish the prosperity of the bkberto unfortU4 
nale emigrants; but as Hercules assists that vfw^oner 
only who pots his own shoulders to the wheel, individaal 
indtistry must lend its aid. 

' There are two measures which appear to present a 
chance of giving some small aid to the settlers in Albadyl 
The qne is, the repaying to them the amount of the second 
and third instalments of the deposit; and the other,>:tiHi 
granting an immediate title to the land of their looation* 
with p6wer to ahenate. • > ' 

It is surely unnecessary to arge an abandonment ei all 
debt- due to the comnMssary for the rations, beyond the 
sum of the second and third instalments, which be./wi|kiii 
held. Part of the settlers havje had a return of the whole 
x>f their deposit, and received rations also; Mid it; is '^ 
serious mortification to many, reflecting on their own-pto* 
tiylees situation; to compare it with that of a neighliK>ur^ 
not more industrions and active than himselfy and perha|M 
less deserving, who bas received hk whoie deposit^ and ill 
not^^hc^i'gedat all 'for his rations. ' < i' . 

With respect to the other measure, it must be confessed; 
that whatever the strict letter^^ of the original icqnpaol 
might- have been, it hiis^'iri the issue, tntned out; most u»* 
fiavourably to the* settlers; and that the govermn^t Sa 
bound to grant every possible indulgence, and to act^miU 
rously. The grant to each locator, of an immediate j title 
to his land, liberated from all quit^renti now and for ever; 
would give a chance of relief and • succour, by boinrowiny 
money on the freehold, or by a sale ; and who can deny 
the claim of British subjects, leaving home so- misled, ta 
receive the immediate ownership of that, for which they 
hnveso greatly suffered ? 

If the result of this measure was to.be a cause, as it pro^ 
bably would, of the locations merging, by purchase and sale, 
into fewer handsy forming large farms^ great ben^t would 
arise, and part of the evil would be remedied. The settler 
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nBould kave tke inueana of deflartor^ from. the hiul, Itsavitig 
In^or proprietors* who» instructed by the past, would sooo 
discover thajt Albany is calculated for the growth* rearing^ 
and feeding sheep and cattle; and that the plough can 
oavier be the object in chief* and must remain merely 
auxiliary. When the dispersion of a dense population 
tak^. place* which* either observation of the nature and 
soil of the country will teach* or starvation will enforce ; this 
deaoription of more considerable farmer may*, with indus- 
fasy^ pass his life in the probable enjoyment of a suiEcieticy 
of food ; but to expect agricultural seittjl^s to. thrive, wba 
Are located six hundred miles from the market of the capi- 
tal* from which they are sbut out by mountains and. disr 
tance ;^ to expect men to become wealthy* who are placed 
<H|: a. coast one hundred miles distant from the sea* present- 
ing no harbours* and having bays as tempestuous as. the 
ocean itself* rivers unfit for navigation, a frequent drought 
bf five or six months* and an insufficiency of water for the 
greaier part of the. .year> mi|st be the vainest of all humaa 
hcwes* and the greatest of all hunian delusions ! 
..before these remarks can be issued from the press* the 
prospect of the colony* as to its next harvest* will be. der 
€ided« Ex^esisive rains, hurricanes* and torrents* have» 
witbift the month of July* desolated the whole colony on 
tibfs Cape side of the mountainsu overwhelming, houses and 
land.; and on the other side* a drought of four montfas^ 
attended by a frost* which has destroyed all ^u*den vege^ 
tables* stiU existed on the 23d of July* in Graham's Town, 
Ibe papital of Albany ; all of which are equally. destructJivQ 
ot ttie crops sown in May and June» afid present an impos-r 
aibility of making further addition to the se^d already il) 
die ground. If the harvest be deficient* it is tp be ei^pected 
tftat the settlers will abandon their lands in a body. Metm 
lime constant applications are made to the colonial. govern* 
aaent for permission to return to England ; and to the local 
authorities* for leave to quit the locations in search of , em- 
ployment at Cape Town. The heavy ccdamitiea of tl^a 
present season press with irresistible force* from the gene- 
ral state of affairs at the Cape; and Great Britain must 
kwvitabljr be called upon* for a. temporary pecuniary assist- 

* It j/l A jouraey of abov« one tnoatb, in an ox waggon. - 
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ance, to remedy the present distress, too heavy for colonial 
resources. 

If it be in the dispensation of Providence, to deny, for 
the third time, the blessing of an abundant harvest, no ex- 
pectation can be ratiojidly;. iiDnned, i (|ther than that of 
extreme and general distress throughout the whole colonjr 
of the Cape of Good Hope. 
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PROCLAMATION. 

By Hit Excellency, Dupre Earl of Caledon, Viscount Alex- 
AKDER, and Baron Caledon of Caledov, in that part of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland called Ireland, 
and one of the Representative Peers of that Kingdom, Gover- 
nor and Commander in Chief of His Majesty's Castle, Town, 
and Settlement of the Cape of Good Hope in South Africa, 
and of the Territories and Dependencies thereof, and Ordinary 
and Vice Admiral of the same. 

Whereas it appears, that the provisions made from time to time, 
for securing the fulfilling of contracts of hire between the inha- 
bitants of this colony and Hottentots, are not sufficient for the 
intended purpose ; and, whereas, for the benefit of this colony 
at large, it is necessary, that not only the individuals of the Hot- 
tentot nation, in the same manner as the other inhabitants, should 
ba subject to proper regularity in regard to their places of abode 
and occupations, but also, that they should find an encourage- 
■wnl for preferring entering the service of the inhabitants, to 
leading an indolent life, by which they are rendered useless both 
Ibr themselves and the community at large — 

I therefore have thought proper to establish and ordain, and by 
these presents do establish and ordain : 

1. That all and every Hottentot in the different districts of 
this colony, in the same manner as all inhabitants, shall have a 
iixed place of abode in some one of the districts, and that an entry 
of the same shall be made in the office of the fiscal, or the re- 
Mcctive landdrosts, and that they shall not be allowed to change 
llietr place of abode from one district to another, without a cer- 
UAoate from tlie fiscal or landdrost of the district from which 
Ihey remove; which certificate they shall be bound to exhibit 
to the fiscal or landdrost of the district where they intend to set- 
tle, for the purpose of being entered in their office; while every 
iloitetitot, neglecting this order, shall be coiaddefed as a vaga- 
bond^ and be treated accord«ii|^y.. 
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9: That every ialHiliitanl who en^get n HoM«nlctl in Us ler* 
vice hit the s|Ntce of a month, or aey longer p^rio4» s^all he 
hound with th« tame to make his appearance before the fiscal, or 
the hindditMt» or the field-cornet of hit districtf and there enter 
into, and sign, in tripiOf a pioper written. contract, containing, 

a) The name of the |>elrson who taliefe into service. 

h) The name of the person who enters into service, 

e) The terms of the contract. 

d) The amount of the wages, 

e) The time of payment. And 

f) Such .further conditions as the persons contracting shaU 
agree upon. . 
• Of which contract, after having heen duly signed tii tripht each 
of the.-partiBs shall be, furnished with one coum^rpart, aojfd the 
third counterpart is to remain, in the office of the fiscal » landdrbst, 
^eor field-«ornet;. while, for th^ sake of facilita^ii^ the ex^cqtion 
of this measure: as. much as possible, the fiacal and, respective 
ianddrosts shall, apan applying for the same, he furnished on the 
•part of government, groHSf with the necewary printed copies for 
•thctr own offices,. and those of the field«coroeit3 ut|der them. 

This being neglected, no contract of hire against a Hottentot 
shall stand good ; and in a case where it is proved that the Ho^ 
tdntot was ignorant of these present reguktions, upon the ckisi- 
ence of a hite contract being satisfactorily proved, the e;ogagefnent 
shall stand good in favotirof the liotteniot, who shall heentiiled 
to all the advantages secured by; this proclamation, to Hottentots 
entering into contracts before the fiscal, landdrost, or field<osnet* 

3. In such cases, where a Hottentot entering any service* with 
the 'consent of the person whose service he engeges in, indades 
bis wife and children, or any of them, in the oontracty the same 
nball be supplied by such person whose service the said HottenlQt 
renters, with the necessaries of life, (lodging incsluded,} in.. the 
same manner as the person who made the contract, provided they 
'have not made a personal engagement, for themselves ; as ia this 
case a separate agreement must be made with them* and duly 
signed. 

4. That the agreement expiring on the hist day of the time 
stipulated in the cohtract, the servant shall not be obliged to con- 
tinue his services any longer, but be at liberty, with bis wife amd 
children, (if they are with him,) and with all his cattle and other 
property of whatever nature it may be, to leave the flsaetery anjd 
enter another service, or act in any other manner the lawaof this 
colony admit of, without being hindered by the maater or aiijr 
one on his part, on pain of forfeiting one hundred rds.« to be 
divided in three shares, one^third Ibr the treasuiy of the district* 
ene^'third for the magistrate who proeeoiiCes, and riw» w a iai i i ing 

• third for the Hottentot thus mokated% 
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iftrictly'ojt the periods mentronedin'tlieiagreefiicot ;>Aiidi tli«t>ia 
ttai x)f n^g\€tU tif>on the Hottentot% lodgiagria coniplMftly.tlit 
fcas^ 'shall be tried by a committee of tbe court af justtce^im lbs. 
presence of the 'fiftcal, if* in tbe district? of the town^ audi by^l^ 
board of the ' respective landdrosts and beemradaiiy if in lone of 
the country'dtstt^cts^ which boafd, upon a sumtDaryiavest^ation, 
shall administer justice; and in cdie the eomplahii. is ivell 
founded, the master not only shalllie obliged tOTpay^the serrant 
his. wages, but shall, over and above, forfeit all jclaimtosthe further 
!fi!ilfilraent of the contract; as likewise all cbim on Account of 
such necessaries as he may have provided. 
' '6! That before the said committeeof the court of justice, and 
the board of landdrost and heemraden, in > the same mameff, 
^all be tried atl cases in which a Hottentot lodges a comphdot 
i^gainst his master for ill-treatment; when, ifi upon a samsaary in* 
^t^tigatton the feet be found tnije, the Hottentot shall be di»» 
'<:'harged from his service, and the master te^ed in « -fine nos 
^exceedii^g fifty* rds. and not less than 'ten rds. according to th^ 
nature of the ill-treatment; and the Hottentot,. if found to have 
urged his complaint wantonly or malignantly, shall receive such 
correction as the nature of the case slMiUTe<]uine. 
^ (This article is not to exte^nd to ill^reatment, accompanied by 
mtitihition or injury done to any part or limb of the body, ^r 
'Which the complainaMt may be deprived of the use theneof lor 
sOMetime, or f>r ever; but in these cases, the fiscal or tbeilanil- 
drost shdll prosecute according to the common law in use in»this 
'colony.) 
'7. That inr case the Hottentot, at his own request, shall have 
been supplied by the master during the term of contract, with 
'clothing or other necessaries, in deduction of the amount of his 
wages, the nature and value of such supplies shall, at. the time of 
ftYrppiy, be stated tb the ward-maittier ior fieldHOomety who, upon 
the'H<ftte<)tot%»fllrming the same, shdll make a aMmurandttm 
theret>f,'in'oAkr<to be iuui recourse to m case of any dispate 
about the payment of the wages ; but in case of the suppties^AQt 
being stal^ bt tbetime and registered in this way, so allowance 
ibrthe same shall be made. This same rule is. to ha ofaservod, 
When any claini' arises between a master and Hottentot oa aay 
knhHr aiefeeuttt, during the lem of the contract^ by which thve 
fft^tftftifot' becomes the debtor t^ the master. 
' 8: 'That no wfne, brandy, or other spirituous Jiqaots, shall be 
tonsidefedas^necessari^ of life, and consequently ao aJlowaace 
^ail^ be ttiude ferthe supply theveof to. a Hottentot by.liis master 
^during the period^of 'his'empioynient 

Si *9.'*Tltar*i» ease. it is^ibuqd, at the.expinttiOB of the termiof 
contract, that the Hotten(btvfaa8':beeiiis«pfilicd /with more, than 



shall not have any claim, on limt aoe^tttttv' on the Jtfoiteiiioils ck* 
ftis ikmily's fnrttrer serrices, tot »haH iiotwithltaifdutfgibtt obK^ed 
to let hkn or them depart, without ai^ ways d«<afmng :^im' or 
them, and to proseedt^ the H<ittetitot before a toMmittile of tM 
eburt of j09tiee, in 'the pre$6tMref<0f the fiscaU or the bolird ol «to 
re^edtive latiddrosts and heemt^dien, who, up^n • fiwliag ik» 
daim fo be founded, shaU condemn the Hottfntot to dwfmyiMn^ 
fheredf, leaving to the platnitiff to ciirfy his condentnatioh' into 

10. That the niatter shall in no case be allom^d «o deiaint or 
prevent from departing, the wife ot chi^fen of anyHattentt»r 
that has been id his service, after the expiration of the ten»i>P 
contract of their husband or fiither, under pretence of k sucmrttgp 
for what he may be indebted to him; not even if be hod adjf 
ehtimontbe wife or children theinseWes> kft money or any ot&er 
ailvanees;^ but he shall be obliged lo-have recovrte tothe^moide 
of proceeding prescribed in the last preceding arficKafi^ not«bci 
allowed by his own authority to^ attempt th« repaymenr of him^ 
self, by twj persol^al services of these natives. 

H. That likewise in case of the HoUentol's dyings throogW 
which the effect of his personal cdntract of hire ceases, the witie 
and children shall be at- liberty to <}iepfirt, (if not pei«milly:enK 
gaged,) and to tsike with them all their property,, of whatever 
nature it be^ and all disputes arising on this head shall c30«Re> 
Under the summary cogni^nnce and decfston of the smd.eoiiimitv 
tees of the court of justice or the heemraden. 

12. That the whole of the pro))erly which a Hottentot nay- 
leave behind on his decease, s)i all be given up by the mailer. of 
those, who, accordltig to the laws and- customs of this colony^ 
ahall be 'entitled to the same.' • .. « l 

1^^ That the Hottentots engaged in the manner prescribed. in* 
Hie 2d ai^licle, shall bebouml diligently and honestlytoserrectheir. 
masters during the period of their contract, afMi to behave .witlit' 
proper submission ; on penalty, that in case atiyi kMinMlcd. eaii»» 
plaints about their ndn«complying with tkeir contract be lodged' 
against them, to the fiscal or respective iaviddrosts, they sbatt, ift 
order of the^same, be subjected to domestic correction ; or if (hisir 
mtsG^nduct 'deserves* a severer punisiimeiit; they sfaaHy.apoti * 
summary investigation of the case, by -a committee of- thei Ci wi rt - 
of justice or beemraden, be punished- xnth cottfisoctifm«f the 
wages due to them, or part of theisariie, «Via>teii(povary confiae^ 
meat, or a more severe domestic corporal punishment, according 
to the exigency of the case, independent of their being bound to 
serve out their full time according to agreement. 

14. Thiat thb howijver sbatl not extend to cases where any 
public criminal ofi'ence has been committed by the Hottentots, 
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wba.«fe ib iock caiesli^ b^ pras«<5iitiB«l by th« fitci4 or laii4diPit 
Qf tbe dwtrict; in ih« usuai mamier* 

: 15. Tbat no Hottentot sbaU b« taken into service witboot being 
provided witb a certifieaie, eitber/o^.his miister« or tbe '^^(^9 
kulddrost» or jfieki-ooraet, under wboie, district be did sexvi^« ^^ooh. 
tainiiig a declaration/ tbat be bas.duly served 0ut bis ,tnne» oria 
case belMii not served oMit bis tiaiiey.lbat he lefi tbe s^viiGeiof bia 
foraner maater witb |m>{>er consent,. or upoftdueaH^ority; wbile 
the Hottentots tbat biave been in tbe. miUtHiy ftervice^. must be 
provided with a legal discharge, before any one whosoever sbail 
beallowt^ to take them into bis service'^ and any ;onQ taking 
into bis service a Hottentot not provided, with such certificate or 
disebargevshall forfeit one hundred rds.,one-jthri*d for the informer^ 
Qn&ibirdibr tbe public treasury » and one-tbird for the magistrate, 
who carries x)tt the prosecution. 

16. Lastly, tbe Hottentots going about the. country, :<»tberori> 
the service of tbeir masters, or on other Uwful business^ must b^ 
provided witb a pass, either of their commandiAg officer, i£'m ihm 
mililary ■effvice* or ibe mMter. iwder.wbam tbey serye, or tb«. 
magistrate of the district, on penalty, of . being considered and 
treated as vagSbohds; and moreover, the tenor of the. proclama- 
ti<m of the 17th of October, 17979 respecting soldifera> sailonsy 
servantav.&c.. as wttll as miU^iry deserters, is to be strictly Attended 
tov-in regard to Hottentots going about tbe country ; so that every 
one is to ^k a pass from any Hottentot th^t happens to come to. 
bis place, and in case of bis not being provided witb it, to deliver 
him up to the field-cornet, landdit)st, or fiscal, in order to act as# 
after due inquiry, they shall feel incumbent to do* 

And in order to give the fullest publicity to this my intention 
aad command, betides tbe:usual meunaof making tbe same knoiray 
I do hereby direct each and every, wardmaster of this town, to 
appoint aad asseaible one Hottentot from every house in the re- 
8pe<itive wards, and each fieM-cornet in the several country divi- 
sions, one Hottentot from each house in such division, as eavly. 
as possible (aliertbeir receipt of this pnwlamatioBt'Aodstoe^KpUin* 
dr cau^e to be explained to such Hottentots so assembled, tbe 
fain meaning thereof; and I do further direct tbe wardmasters 
and 'field-comets aforesaid, to report to bis Majesty's fis6al, and 
t» their, respective landdrosis, their bavisg- complied with this in-- 
stmctioA, as tbey shall answer the coo^ary at their peril. 

Given under' my hand and seal, at the Cape of Good Hope, 
this 1st day of Xovembec, k%Q9. 

m: . (Signed) • • €ajucj>oh. 

By. hi$ Excellency's command, 

(Signed) H. AtEXAKOER, Seer. 



-APPENDIX B. 

Crautn TriuL or Mode of Proceeding in Criminal Canes ^ 
• at the Cape of- Good Hope. 

The Chief Justice and Members of the' Court, at the 
Cape of Good Hope, and its Dependencies, make 
known: 

That whereas thj» introduction' of the commission of circuit^ 
established by prbdanMtion of the l^h of Mfyrl811y and^efifr- ' 
ral benevolent regulations made since that period, from time. to 
time, by his Majesty's government, in regard to the mode of pro- 
secuting crimesand mlsderaennours in this colony, bas^ec^ to ifve^ 
gularities in the method of proceeding, and in some respects even 
to uncertainty, respecting the competency and duties of the seve- 
ral courts and prosecutors: 

We, for promoting the ends of justice, and prodocing unifor- 
mity and distinctness in the premises, have, with the approbation . 
of his Excellency Lord Charles Henrt Somerset, governor 
and commander in chief of this colony, established the following 
Mode of Proceeding in Criminal Casesy containing the spirit of the 
existing laws, proclamations, and oi^dinances, under ssch modH€- 
cations as may tend to combine the benevolent principles of the 
present government with the mode of proceeding in the prosecu- 
tion for crimes and misdemeanours, heretofore in use in tbiseoloi^, 
in as far as the nature of the case will admit. 

And we do hereby order and direct all and every person and 
persokis concerned, to conform to this mode of proceeding, and 
to observe, and cause to be observed, the regulations therein pre- 
scribed. 
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Crown Trial, or Mode of Proceedh^ in Crimimal 
Cases, at the Cape of Good Hope. 

. SECTIQN FIRST. 

Of competent Courts and public Prosecutors, 

Of competent coarts Aaf. l.-**All crimes and misdemeanours committed 
of lint Inatance. in this'oobtiy are« in the first instance, subject to the 

jurisdiction, either of the board of landdrost and heem- 
raden of the district, in which the crime or misdemean- 
our haft been committed, or to that of t^e court of jus- 
tice, or the commissioners therefrom, attending in Cape 
Town, or at the several drostdies, on the annual commis- 
% sion of circuit. 

Crimes <^romitted in Art. 2.— -All crimes and misdemeanours committed 
the oomitty districts, not in any of the districts, which are not subject to a more 
•object to*ffM<eiie»fre severe |plnii$hmeat,'tlian tliatof fiuMic seotirgiiigt tsans- 
£^3!r^ tem rtw P^^^^'OO' banishment, or confinement for a limited 
tei^pOTta^u,.£^rto he P*^riod, shall be brought before the boards of the land- 
pratecated Wore the drost and' heemraden of the district in >vhiieh the crihie 
luiddroft 4iiMt h«e«i9h hw hfucti committed ; which boafd^, for passing a defioi- 
d«B« tive sentencey shall consist of not less than three ^nem- 

' hers, of whom the landdrost shall be one. 

Those subject to a Art. 3.— >>All criminal cases, the cognizance of which 

higher degree of paoish- is not especially entrusted to the board of the lailddrost 

mrot, to be prosecuted and heeuiraden, shall bb tried before the ceaimiaiion of 

^dreoit '^™""'"*'" circuity with this exception only, that if, after a full in- 

£xceptioD, vestigation, it is evident that the crime committed is 

subject to capital ptmishment, the publit prosecutor 

shall brii^ such case before the iulJ coiurt of jotlice, 

and there prosecute the same jto final judgaient. « ^ 

- Crimes 49i»iBittect in Art. 4. — ^^AU crimes and .mi$deroeanours committed 
Cape Town, jnot subject in Cape Town and its jurisdiction, not subject to a more 
to amoreterere punish- severe punishment than that of public scourging, trans- 
mentAjMipublicscourg-pj^rtation, confinement, or banishment for a limited 
pmtatio™^6Ec7 to^'ic period, shall, if the nature. of the case requires a public 
prosecuted before the punishment, (transportation, confinement at Robben 
two commissioners of Island, or elsewhere^ and banishment included,) be sub- 
the court, ;«uendj|ig for j^tljjlii^ ^og^iajmce ©f ^i,^ ^^q cobmisiionifr^ from 
taiiwls. ^ the. court of justice attendipg daily for the dismUch of 

business. 

Those subject to a Art. 5. — All crimes, in whatever part of the colony 
re severe punishment committed, which are subject to a more severe punish- 
be investigated be- ^^^^ ^^.^^^ scourging and transix>rtiition, banishment, or 



coafioemfttii^fol;' » liasited, period^but not Kub^^t^tp.^ ^fmfit^vnUt^m 

coaatiiy <li^triflts. canaot be de£»rr«d until. 4lie cireuii^*^ ^^^ w um 

coanm^nb^i, are to be brought for investigaiioo, by the ^ 

respective piibUc prosecutors^ befoxe one of the com-* : '. , 

missioners' daiiy in attendance, a$ heretofore; and the 

investigation being closed, shall be prosecuted before the 

full court of justice, which shall consist of at least Bve 

veinbefs^ indudiiig. the chief justice, or the president 

for the time being. 

Art.. 6. — Grimes which, according to the existing CmfMLaameMbmio, 
laws, are subject to a capital- punishment, shall hence- to be investi^ed.nd 
forth be prosecuted before the full court, which shall P»°*«^****^ **®*"" *^ 
consist of at least seven members, including the chief ^ ^^'"'^ 
justice or president. ,., 

In case the chief justice or president should, either '^ ^ i 

iiPMn iodtsposition, or other legal impediment, he pre* 
vont«d ftoittiatteodiog a. tjrial, which Admits of no deJAy^ 
the senior presiding member for the tisAe ^being shall 
supply his place ; but the court shall give due informa- 
tion thereof to the then. governor. 

Aet. 7.— -The regulations hereinbefore made aix? The- prorishms oia^^ 
notj however, to be understood as intended to be in de» >» tht'iSMand'MfM 
rogation of the authority granted to the heemraden, by ^'tides of the Ordinance 
iie 152d and 15Sd ArtkUs of the Ordinance of the 2M X(SLSSS.«^ 
October, for the Government of the Country DutrictjSy^t* main in force, 
daining, ^ That, for the promoting .of «^ prompt, ad minis- 
Stratioii of justice, thei beemradensare auUiorised, at 
*• the requisition of his Majesty's fiscal, or the landdcosc, * 
*' in case the accused perspn cannot.be immediateiyi forr 
' warded to town, or the annual commission of circuit . 
' should not be present at the drostdy of the district in 
' which the crime has been committed, to attend at the. 
*' taking of preparatory examinations, in all criminal . j 

' cases, belonging to the cognizance of the full court, a^ 

* well as of that of the respective commissioners from 

* the same; and of summarily interrogating the accused;* 
subject, however, to the modifications and restrictions 
prescribed by the 152d and 153d Articles afore-men- 
tioned. Nor shall these regulations be interpreted as 
affecting the right, which, according to the laws, and 
usages of this colony, belongs to his Majesty's fiscal, of 
acting by prevention in all criminal cases, without ex- 
ception. 

AiiT. 8. — The prosecution of crimes and misdemean- -phe prosecution of 
ours, subject to the respective boards of the lauddrost crimes mentioned in Ar« 



mt^,fi^^MAi6^mi Hod lj«tmf*d#ii iil'lAe cMMy dlifrktii shall V» 4mhied 

woi^ iecMaij^ih^ (m \yf the teci^ttiry «f the dhlHctiii whkh ^eh^eti«w 

^Jjjpj^. J*J^ «r niM<mi<fcaiiour Imm tMen c<MnftaMiled ; but in aHotlMf 

Mk and 6di, by the ^"^^ ^^^ fmi8«etittoti for crim^* p«rpetrat«d in the 

baddiMt, or lib agent country districts - shall, in the first instance^ br earned 

on- by the landdrost himself, if the prosecotioo takes 

|»lace:belbne the comaiission of circuit ; or bj the oflictal 

a^^ift of the landdrost, if it tiikes place before the eoarC 

of justice, or the ^^ommissioaer or commiBsionefa thct^ 

from. 

.' Ail oriiw riiH— ii tted ART. p.-^AII crimes and misdemeanours committed 

aM^itiie jurudktMn within the jurisdiction of the town, the cognisuince 

DmMctir«i bdbreoMor ****^®**^ beioiigs to the commissioners from the court of 

boUi the cominiisionen, J****'*^®' agreeably to ibe 4th Artirle/and in Hke inatiner, 

by the iUcal. or one of all crimes, the final decision whereof belongs to the full 

Iw deputies. coart^ agreeably to the 5tb Article, but of which the 

inifes€igari4^ is entrusted to a commissfeMer from- the 

same, shall be prosecuted by his Majesty's fiscal^ or one 

of his deputies. ' 

Bttt the fiical is to ART. 10. — All prosecutions of crimes committed iii 

actiiipenon,inallcases Cape Town, and which are to be brought before the Mi 

^^^^^"^^^^^^l^^^couTUSLgreeMyio the 5th and 6th Articles, shall be 

less leg y jNttTeDicd* ^np^ied on by his Majesty's fiscal, in person, unless pre^ 

vented by absence, indisposition, or other legal impedi* 

ment; in which case he will be allowed to carry on the 

same, by one of his deputies. 

All prosecutions for crimes committed in the country 

districts, carried on before the M\ court, shall he pro- 

* secttled by the official agent of the landdrost, in whos^ 

district the crime has been committed. ' ' 

An doabts as to the ART. 11. — Should any doubt arise respecting the naj- 

conpetency of inferior ture of a crime, and the competency of any inferior 

OMirts,are tobesobmit. court to take cognizance of the same, such court, or the 

Scwirtof jaSicel* P"^'*^ prosecutor concerned, shall submit the grounds 

of such to the court of justice for its decision. 

The principle on Art. 12. — The decision shall be founded on the prin- 
which the decision is to ciple, that in crimes, the nature of which admits of gra- 
bs founded, dation in punishment, proportionate to the aggravating 
or extenuating circumstances of th^ case, the compe- 
tency of the court is to be decided, by an inquiry into 
what the highest degree of punishment would be, to 
which the law has eventually subjected the crime it 
question ; and thus, where that highest degree exceeds 
that punishment which the minor courts are hereinbefore 
authorized to inflict, iht case shall not be cognizable 
by it. 1 . 
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Am. 18.--The ^rectioM contained m AJrHcte lltHt Q^mt^vM^t^Om 
sbmll abo be obaervjed, wben crinwa, subject to tbe cog* co ffU MW M <^Uie conn 
oisance of the comaiission f>f .circuiti •re committed in "^^^j to^th"*** ^it rf 
tbe cpMQtry dwtTicts, prior to tbe landdrost being offi- J^JSce, wha wIlH^Mct 
cially. informed of tbe period of ibeir session at hi« whether tiie cmc ca^ 
drustdy; in wbich case the landdrost is to upply to tbe He over till the circuir. 
ftt]l court,— stale the crime committed,— and to exhibit ^ *^}f ^ *™^ ^^^ 
all tbe evidence collected by him, in order to obtain '*' 

not only tbe nrcessary decree for bringing the perpetra* 
tor to tria), but likewise the directions of this cour^, 
whetiier the case can be allowed to lie over till tbe ses- - ' 

sion of the commission takes place, or is to be tried 
before tbe full court. 

Art. 14. — ^The perpetration of a crime renders the Theperpetnitkwigf* 
perpetrator subject to the jurisdiction of the court ofcnme reodert the per. 
that place where the crime has been committed, in as Pf^dfjltionor^^^^ 
far as. the nature of tbe case entitles that court to take^^^re the^crime^wM 
cognisance thereof; consequently, every one accused of comudtted. 
having perpetrated such a crime in the country districts, 
is bound to acknowledge the competency of the board of 
the lan<Idrost and heemraden of the district in which 
he is accused of having committed the crime ; and on 
objecting thereto, or neglecting to make his appearance, 
or concealing himselfe shall be subject to all the conse* 
quences established by law, towards criminals guilty of 
non-appearance, or of concealing themselves, for the 
purpose of evading their trial. 

Art. 15. — All officers of justice shall be obliged and The officers of justice 
bound, on a legal decree for apprehension being ex* are bound to apprehend 
hibited unto them, forthwith to cause the person or ■■**<'<***'•» *c pro- 
persons against whom such decree has been given, if JSJtT^'Si^'wbLii'ii 
they reside oi* are in the district to which such officers decree 5 ■np«b««»iott 
belong, to betaken into custody; and delivered to the Imt been isawd. 
competent officer, or his lawful representative. 

Art. 16. — The respective landdrosts shall, imme- The respective land* 

diately on receiving information of a crime having been droststreioreporievei^ 

committed in their districts, report tbe same to bis ex- cnmc committed in theit 

cellency the governor, the chief justice, or president of '^"*"*;^' *Vi**^^*'" 
_, ' ^^ J •• »i • » /: "^ 1 r \i- r* u • "»of» the chief jastice, 
the court, and his Majesty's fiscal for the time being; ^^^ jl^^gj^^ Thefis- 

and bis Majesty's fiscal is to report to the governor and cal is to report those 
die chief justici;, or president for the time being, all committed in his juris* 
crimes committed in Cape Town and its dependencies, diction, to thegotertior 

and cnief josiiofe. 

. Ai^T. iZ.^The respective boards invested with judi* . The teiy«eti«« i. 
cial power,.are severaily, bound to superintend the admi- are boamr te take < 
nistration of justice in criminal cases, and to take care *hat the prooeedingt ia 
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«iltol*Al oMM wm <su-* tfiftt'all criAies iiid mndemeatumn be* inquired, into 
ried on mod terwinatcd without delay, and the prosecvtioii carried on and ter<t 
^theuUDott expedi- minated with the utmost expedition 

Air public prosecn- ^*'^- ^ ^' — ^^^ those who, by virtue of thfcir bflfce, are 
ton iir the country dls- charged with the prosecution of crimes and misdemean- 
trictsare lubject to the ours fn the coufitrv districts, are subject to the special 
wiperintendancc of the superirttendance Of the ^scal, and, if necessary, to his 
^^•^ directions. 

How the courts an: to A&T. 19. — In case any informality or ioforoialities in 
act, in case of informa- this mode of pi;oceeding shall taHe place on the part of 
lity on the part of the the prosecutor, the court to whose cognizance .the casie 
prosecutor. belongs shall, both ex ^ciOf or on a complaiojt being 

lodged by the opposite party, require the public prose- 
cutor to report on the Ciise, and then order such redress 
as such informality or informalities shall be deemed to 
require. 

The fiacal's duty in Art. 20. — His Majesty's fiscal is likewise hereby di- 
snch case. reeled, iu case of his discovering an informality or infor- 

malities in any criminal, proceedings, by which he con- 
ceives the dictates and objects of this mode of proceeding 
are not duly followed, to. make an official inquiry there- 
on, and then to submit such representations to the court 
of justice, the court of appeals, or (iu th^ event of the 
case being so far advanced, that the sentence be lying 
before his excellency the governor for his ^fiat,) to his 
excellency the governor for the time being, as be shall 
deem expedient, for obtaining redress of such informality 
• or informalities. 

The fgor^rmmmt resl- Art. 2^1 .—The directions hereby giveu to the respec« 
dcnt at Simonfa Town, tive landdrosts of the country districts, as public prose- 
wfaais ac^^ as pubJic tutors, shall be observed by the gpyemment resident of 
thT^dinii^ns' £^v ^''^^"'* Town, when acting as public prosecutor before 
Civen to landdrosts. ^1^^ court of justice, or commissioners from the same, ii^ 
like manner as if his name was inserted in each article. 



SECOND SECTION. 

Mode of Proceeding m the Investigation of Crimes hthfect 
to public Funiahmeni. 

The perpetrator of a ART. 22.— The respective officers are authorized and 
crime, detected i^y^a< required, in case of any crime or tnisdemeanour being 



|^*». <fe^*^to, to be committed within their jurisdiction, which renders the 
wSSo^^XSIm***^' securing of the perpetrator Necessary, to have such per- 
wMoiit^ 4tcMe. petrator taken up injtagranti delicto, without appl-*"- 

or waiting for any judkiat decree for that purpose. 



AmT.^^'-^Thit^ill^rthGmQniQjkff'ai^iidHie^ Bat such apprehen. 

wttbin twenty-four hours, be brought to the cognizaoce won, and the facts of the 
of the competent court, by the public prosecutor^ who *^^'c™oraJ^^^^ 
shall state the circumstances of the case, and specify the within 24hoars. ^*" ' 
mtraes of those who can give evidence thereon, in order 
that such court may either approve of the apprehension, 
or give such other directions as, upon due examination 
of the case, shall be found expedient. , 

AnT, 24,-^The perpetrator not being detected in^fioj In Mtier ekam, mb 
griJuUi delic^Q shall not be apprehended but by a decree one can be apprehended 
of the> competent court ; which court shall grant or issue ^'*®*** ■ decree, 
such decree, either ejp. (jffido or on the representation of 
the public prosecutor ; provided it is certain, or there 
are strong grounds for believing that the crime has been 
committed by the accused person, and will subject him 
to corporal punishment. 

Art. S5. — No person shall be summoned to personal Nor shall any sum- 
appearance before the court, to whose jurisdiction he is ™ons for perumal ap- 
subject, for the purpose of answering to any crime laid J^* ""^^ Jl^*""** ^^' 
to his.charge^ iJinlesy such summons be authorized by an ^" ^ ^ * 
especial td^Fee of such a c6urt, to be granted in case of 
its. being doubtful, whether the alleged crime involves 
corporal punishment, or in case of the crime being sub-l 
ject to corporal pnnishmeni, the information against the 
accused does not contain so high a degree of probability 
as to render lum liable to be apprehended. 

Art. 26. — Bui in case there be periculvm in mora, or An amst may be 
if by the de«ay attending the previous application, for made wbeie there is^ 
such a decree, the administration of justice should be '^**5*"» «» ^^^'"^l^ 
impeded, the officer of justice shall be wacranted to ar- ^*' ^„' u^u^b. 
rest the suspected delinquent, and to place him in civil 
custody, provided. the information prescribed in the 23d 
Article, in regpird to apprehension iti Jlagranti delictQ, bo 
puuctu^Uy given to the competent court within twenty-^ 
four hours. 

Art. 27«— His Majesty's fiscal, his deputies, the land- Disieriptioa of *|ker. 
drostSy tbitir deputies, and the resident of Simon's Town, sons who may be apprei 
shall npt require a previous decree for taking into.cus-. h«nded urithont a de* 
tody any person or persons beneath the rank of burghers ^^'^* 
or Christian inhabitants; such persons being liable to 
corporal apprehension and confinement, by order of the 
respective officers, whenever suspected or accused of 
having perpetrated a crime. 

AaT^ 28. — Of such apprehension, however, the public Repoit to be mtM 
prosectttor sbaU likewise be bound, witliin twenty»ioiur ^*>^''"^' 
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boofs, to tnform the'coutt, trmler wbote jtrmdietloii the 
same has been made, stating the nature of the delict and 
the circumstances which led to the conTictioii, that the 
person or persons apprehended, is or are actually the per- 
petrator or perpetrators of the crime he or they stand 
accused of; and, at the same time, to pray the court to 
Oundrm thearrest< 
Local inspection to Art. 29. — Immiediately after the perpetration of a 
bf hold l9rtbwiai. crime shall be brought to the knowledge of the court, 
or the public prosecutor, the necessary local inspectioa 
shall take place in presence of the prosecutoty or his re- 
presentative, by a committee of the court, assisted^ io 
cases of wounding or killing, by a regular admitted me- 
dical man,and attende<l by the secretary, who shall form 
and subscribe an act, containing not only the particulars 
of the alleged crime, but likewise all local und other 
circumstances relative thereto, that attracted t|ie atten- 
tion of the coromitttee^ at the time the inaction took 
place. 

And prepaniorjT ex* Art. 30. — In all prosecutions for alleged crimes, 
aninations to be uken. requiring the securing of arijf person, or a summons for 
personal appearance, the competent public prosecutor 
shaH, in the presence of a committee from th« court of 
the place where the crime has been committed, take 
such preparatory informations as are requisite to enable 
the court to give the necessary decree for apprebensioo, 
or for a sumiBOns for personal appearance. 

Witnesses to be sworn ART. 31. — All witnesses to be examined in the course 
before giving their evi- of this preliminary investi^tion shall, 'previous to their 
^**^- . giving their evidence, make oath before the court, by 

whom they are to be examined, that in the whole of 
their deposition they will state truth, whole truth, and 
nothing but truth. And in giving any judidal decree* 
or passing any definitive sentence, no regard whatever 
shall be paid to evidence not sworn to. 

TChetinielert^ieconi. ART. 32. — The innpection being effected, — tbepreli- 
'^"bTfi^fcf *I|*^'*^ miliary inform^ations being taken,— and the decree for 
Sdent rflJe wTSl app'e^*«*^«^n» ««" ^^^ » summons for personal uppearatice, 
concurrence with the having been granted, the president of the court, before 
pabJic pRMecutor. whom the aeciised person is to be tried, shall, in con- 

currence with the'public prosecutor, fix the day on which 
the trial is to commence. 

But this ii in no case Art. 33. — No trial shall be deferred longer than eight 
^ t}^J^^^J^*^ *^ ^•y* subseqoent to that on which the decree has been 
^^'C^efsrV^l' ""«•• ""y«««?' impediment .houldexUl, of 
* which due proof must always t»e recorded. 



Abt. 34.— The puWic prosecutor shall be bound, in The public pioaecuior 
every priminal cn^e, to draw up an act of indictment, >> ^o <iraw an act of in- 
from the preliminary information collected by Jhim, ^^i^tment from the pre- 
which shall contain the name of the accused, and the Pw^n^^y «»«h»ti«n- 
nature of the crime alleged against him, described by 
the names and terms provided by law for each sort of 
crime, and including a statement of all such circum- 
stances which preceded, attended, or followed the per- 
petration of the crime, as might any way tend either for 
or against the accused ; always bearing in mind, that a 
religious adherence to truth, in stating the facts, and 
a strict accuracy in the legal description of the crime, 
are the chief requisites of an act of indictment. 

Art. 35. — The accused, whether in custody or siim- And to transmit a 
moned to personal appearance, shall be furnished with a *^Py thereof, to the pri- 
true copy of this act of indictment, by the prosecutor, "^"®' ^ accused, 
three days prior to the trial. 

Art. 36. — The public prosecutor is likewise to take And a like copy to the 
care, that the act of indictment, drawn up by him, toge- president of the court, 
ther with the preliminary information relative thereto, ^S^^l^^' with the pre- 
be transmitted to the president of the court, before whom P*™**"y ^^■'^m^twn*. 
the accused person is to be tried, at least three days 
prior to the day of trial. 

AaT«37. — And in order, in the administration of jus- The act of indictment 
lice in criminal proceedings, to give equal facility to all »hal'. if required, be ex- 
«id every accused person, the tenor of the said act <rf ^J^il^^, *^ ^"~™'' 
indictment shall be. communicated to all persons in cuft- 
tody accused of. having committed any crime, without 
exception ; and, consequently, to all Hottentots, free 
blacks and slaves, to whom, in case of their not being 
able to read, the same shall be read and explained — in 
Cape Town, by one of the sworn clerks belonging to the 
court of justice, or if need be, by an interpreter; and 
in the country, by the clerk of the district, or the person 
acting as secretary to the board of the landdrost and 
heemraden, when the secretary to the district is acting 
as public prosecutor, or if need be by an interpreter : 
due proof whereof shall appear on the records of the 
proceedings, as otherwise the same shall be null and 
void. 

Art. 38. — ^The contents of the act of indictment. The opntents of the 

having been communicated to the accused, he shall be I!l^!!"Si*^^"S^ 
.^ , ^ . . , , ... j.^ '\t. *£. comroumcatcd to the ao- 

required to furnish the public prosecutdr with a specmc cused, he it to fumiah 
list, under his signature, containing the names of those the public prosecutor 
he wishes to produce as evidences in his favour, in the with a list of the wit- 
investigation of the crime he stands accused of; and this ?!^'^j^2^^ *^*^ "* 

9 
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• Yhi ts to he f mnsmitted to th^ court, on the day of trial, 
in order to be filed with the other documents of the Suit. 

flow the trial is to be Art. Sp.— On the day of trial, after the court has 
commenced. been opened, with the usijial ceremonies, and the ac- 

cused, whether a prisoner, or person summoned to per- 
sonal appearance, the prosecutor is to exhibit the act of 
indictment, subscribed by him, together with all the pre- 
paratory informations, collected by him, and a specific 
list of ail the witnesses, in favour of, and against, the 
accused, to the best of his knowledge ; together with 
the interrogatories, on which he considers the prisoner, 
br defendant, should be examined. 

The act of indictment Art. 40. — The president of the court is to. cause the 
to be lead bj tbe secre. act of indictment to be read, by the sedretarv, to the 
tary. . accused person, in a loud voice ; and to inform him, 

that, in consequence of the act of indictment^ the secre- 
tary will put to him the queries, exhibited to the court, 
by the public prosecutor, in his public capacity, and 
such others, as the court shall think requisite; 

The queries, exhibited by the public pri>secutor, are 
not, however, to be put to the accused persoh, till ap- 
proved of by the c'ourt. • 

No delay to be per- Art. 41. — After the names of the witnesses shall have 

Vttftted, but for lawful been given in, neither the pubHe prosecutor, or the 

cause. accused, shall be- allowckl to delay the investigation; 

either by giving in the names of further witnesses, or 

otherwise, unless permitted by the court, for reasons of 

Importance, which are to be duly recorded. 

Mode of proceeding. Art. 42.— In case, however, the accused person has 
wlien aa exception is to propose any exception, which would tend to impede 
proposed hy the accus. the progress of the trial, such as the exceptions oiuiconi' 
^' petence, litis pendentis, or litis Jimtce^ he shall be entitled 

so to do, immediately after the act of indictment has 
ibeen read to him, and before the investigation com- 
mences; to which exception the public prosecutor is 
to make an immediate reply ; whereupon, the proceed- 
ing son this exception shall be considered as closed, and 
sentence thereon pronounced, forthwith, according to 
the merits of the case. Cases, however, the investiga- 
tion whereof has been directed, by this ordinance, to be 
'made by one commissioner from the court of justice, and 
[' \ . [ the final judgment whereof has been reserved for the 

full court, shall be brought before thi» full court, as soon 
as possible, after the public prosecutor has made his 
rielply to the exception, and there be decided, according 
to the circumstances of the case. 



A5»PENDix Bi 259 

Art; 43. — The exception being rejected by the court, in case ofthe ezcep< 
the investigation of the case shall be continued, as if the tion being rejected^ the 
«CC^!»«id pelson bad not proposed it. prosecutioruis to go pn. 

> Tjbe, aociised, however, if he considers himself ag* How to pmeeed in 
gn^vjUfid by ibe sentence on the exception, is entitled to ««of«n«ppcal* 
9» .nsppeal fram the covunissioners to the full court, 
Cv^MAtie^J or from the £uU court to the court of ap- 
p««U,.^ the luUune of the case shall require. In case 
of mi ajtpeal, however, the couct below, after having de^ 
dared the exftmioationa closed, shall not be allowed to 
proceed farther, u^l a; final decision be given on the 
e^iCejp^iQB ; by which it shall appear, that the further 
cognijsance of the case belongs u> such court, and is tq 
go on, without interruption. 

Aat. 44.rr-If tlue accused does not propose any ex«> if naexooptiMMipioi- 
ception, the interrogation shall take place immediately ; po^m), tbo aecuaed kto 
"and the accused shall be questioned on every circum- be interrogatedr 
a^afice relating to the accusation, and. resulting from 
the preparatory examinfttions ; but shall not be interro* 
g^t^ a second tinfte, unless he should himself make aa 
application to that effect, or unless new matter should 
arise in the course of the investigation, of which no 
knowledge existed, at the time of the first interrogation, 
and even then not until an express decree of the court 
be given to that effect, after due inquiry shall have been 
previously made. 

A^T. 45> — The accused person having answiered the Tbe interrogatoiies 
queries put to him, the same shall be read to him. clearly and answen to be read 
apd aislSuctly, wDrd for M-Ofd, and he shall .beat liberty JJjJ^'J^ *m helST' 
to abide by the answers thereto given, or to propose such UikSTfiJ. ^' "* ""^^ 
alterations therein, as he may deem necessary for his 
defence. No erasure, addition, or alteration, however, '^ * 

shall be made of, to, or in these answers ; but the re* 
traction^ addition, or alteration proposed, shall be accu- 
rately recorded at the foot of the former answers. 

A AT* 4/6 f — In case the accused should obstinately Mode of proceeding, 
riefu^e to answer the whole or part pf the queries put to in case the accused re- 
iiiw, such refusal shall be considered as a contempt of ^'^■c* to answer, 
coyrt, and subject the ibocuaed to impriaonment during 
tbe whole course of the triaJ, aUhough the decree^ given 
IB t|j^ first instance, should be limited merely to a sum- 
mom for pmoml appear mace, or that reasons should arise 
for a provisional liberation. Indeoendent of thb penal 
consequence, such obstinate refusal shall not impede the 
continuance of the investigation of the case ; but, on the 
contrary, be considered as a denial, and the court shall 
8 2 
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proceed affAmi the accased^ as if an actual denial had 
taken place. 

Id emie of confession. Art. 47. — In case the accused confesses the crime, in 
Ike docmoeBts to be the course of this examination, that is to say, if he 
brongbft ^/onM fni- acknowledges both the fact and the culpability of the 
htadi immediatd^^i^ crime, and this confession is supported by the evident 
^t^A^liM^ existence of the crime, or the corpus deHcii, and the evi- 
dence contained in the preparatory examinations ; the 
court shall immediately cause the preparatory examina- 
tions to be read, and the witnesses (if there be any in 
the case) to be re-examined ; which being done, the 
court shall close the investigation, and direct the public 
prosecutor forthwith to make his claim and conclusion. 

The Mcuted is then Art. 48. — The accused shall be at liberty to make 
to akke hia defence, his defence against this claim and conclusion, either 
«mI the court to pass verbally or in writing ; and after having made this de- 
sentence, fence, or after having declared, th^t he has nothing fur- 
ther to say ill his defence, the court shall proceed to 
deliberate on the case, and past such judgment as the 
law shall require, according to the circumstances of the 
case. 

The crime being de- ART. 49* — If the accused denies having perpetrated 
nied im tota, ot in part, the crime, or part thereof, or if he acknowledges the 
**^^lSS**" "* **^ *** perpetration of the fact, but denies its criminality, the 
*** re-examination of the witnesses, whose evidence is con- 

tained in the preparatory examinations, and the examin- 
ation of those, whose evidence has been called in by 
the public prosecutor and the accused, shall be pro- 
ceeded to, immediately after the accused has been in- 
terrogated. 

Those named lor the Art. 50. — The witnesses against the accused (includ- 
prosecBtion. ing those who gave their depositions at the taking of the 

preparatory examinations) shall appear before the court 
separately, and, after having been sworn by the presi- 
dent or presiding member, to depose the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, shall be exa- 
mined by the court, on every circumstance relative to 
the case in question, in the presence of the accused ; 
nvhereupon the public prosecutor l^hall be at liberty to 
suggest such questions to the court as he shall consider 
necessary. After whicfh the accuaed shall have the 
right to put such cross questions to the witness as he 
shall deem necessary for his defence. 

Hole called for the Art. 51. — After all the witnesses against the accused 
shall have been examined, all those in his favour shall 
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be birou^t b^re the court separately ; and after hav- 
ing been sworn, as before mentioned, shall be examined 
by the court, on all circumstances relative to the case 
in question; whereupon the accused shall be at liberty 
to sui^st such questions to the court as he shall deem 
i^equisite for his defence; after which, the public prose- 
cutor shall be at liberty to cross-examine these wit- 



Art. 52. — At any time, previous to the close of The power of 0io 
tbe trial, the court is entitled to put such questions to court to interrogate the 
the witnesses as may tend to discover or disclose the witnesses, 
truth, provided the parties be present. 

Art. 53. — After the witnesses on both sides have been Tlie eiamination be- 
examined, in the mariner before mentioned, and no fur- .n>g closed, die •ccbBed. 
ther investigation is required, the court shall declare the jT""* foaiidgiiHy^j^ 
examinations closed ; and in case it is found, by this atelv?*^*^* 
investigation, that the accused is innocent, or that the 
suspicion, which arose from the preparatory informa- 
tion, is entirely removed, the declaration of" the inves- 
tigation being closed," shall be made, accompanied by . 
a decree of liberation from imprisonment, or of ac- 
quittal from personal appearance, and from all further 
prosecution . for the crime, set forth in the act of in- 
dictment. 

Art. 54. — In cases where the inquiry is to be made Manner of proceed- 
by one member of the court, according to the 5th arti- ing, when the prepara- 
de, and the investigation to take place, before, the full ^ry examination has 

court of justice, the prescriptions contained in the 39th, ^^" . • 1 «5"*»i^ 
.^ t ^ .^i.^i^.i ,►! -./r-i ^,.1 *^i J^ t coniniissioner, and the 

40th, 41st, 42d, 43d, 44th, 45th, 46lh, 47th, 49th, 50th, father investigation is 

51st, 52d, and 53d articles, in regard to the mode of to take ^acr, befote the 
proceeding, are to be observed by or before such com- full court, 
missioner of the court, until the investigation shall have 
been closed ; and then the case shall immediately go to 
the full court, and all decrees, for liberation from impri- 
sonment — acquittal from further prosecution — and all 
other decrees, found necessary, after tbe closing of the 
investigation, shall be reserved for the full court ; and 
all proceedings, subsequent to tbe closing of such inves- 
tigation, shall take place before ihe full court of justice, 
which shall be at liberty to have the examination re- 
sumed, if it is deemed necessary. 

Art. 55. — If the accused has not confessed the crime, Where the evidence 

and the investigation has not produced sufficient proof « n«t sufficient, a pro- 

for condemning him, and if it be not probable, that fur- r|f^°"* liberation may 
1 r .i«i •!• I • ibe decreed, 

ther proof can be obtamed, withm a short time, tbe 

court shall immediately give a decree for provisional 
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liberation^ on tho accused, ^rson giving s^cufily for 
his personal appearance, whenever requiredr <^x such 
other provisional decree, as the nature of the case may 
require. 

Such decree not to be Art» 56, — These provisionaV decrees shall fenmnr m* 
in force longer than force no longer than a twelvemonth, it t&eexpiri€i(0ii' 
twelve months ; at the of which period, the public prosecuCor shall report to 
expjroUon whereof, a ^jjg court, on its first subsequent meeting, what eivdea- 
final^deaaion must take ^,^^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^.^^ ^^^ ^.^ ^.^^^ lo.make further 

discoveries; and in case no sufficient proof shall have 
then been produced against the accused, the court, by 
final sentence, shall acquit him of all further pros^U* 
tion» for the crime stated in the act of indictment. 

WhMc the evidence A RT. 57. — But in case the. court conceiyes tlieevi* 
U •vflioienf, the public dence brought forward sufficient to convict the ; 
pnMecutor it to make person of having comn^itted the crime, ttie inve 
his claiin. ^l^g^U ^^ closed, and the public prosecutor order 

with, to make his claim, to such effect, a^ the 
the case requires, and the laws of this colon 

Upon which, the ac- ART. 58.— This claim having been ma 
cused it to make his de- tbe accused shall be entitled, likewise in p 
fence, and the proceed- his defence to the court ; which being 
iiigs to be closed. ceedings shall be considered as completel 

xinent passed without delay ; unless the pul 
tor should, for particular reasons, apply f 
to make a rejoinder, and the court should i 
to; in which case, the accused person sha 
to mak^ a sur-rejoinder ; but after this, no | 
shall be allowed, 

ETidence, teMing to Art. 50.— The court, however, shall 
excuipatfB the accused, any time, from the commencement of the 
to be admitted at any up to the execution of the sentence, to red 
^rwd of the proceed- j^nce, that may be found tending to 
^ ' accused ; provided it appears, that the a 

the reception of such evidence, be not ifnad 
, to impede or protract the course of justice 

The defenpe having ^'^'^' ^O.— The investigation of the case,b 
been made, judgment to^^^^^sed shall have wholly Or partly deml 
be passed forthwiflu Isiid to his charge, having been closed, aif 
prosecutor having made his claim, and the 
defence, the court shall immediately delin 
case, and pass such jndgment as the law s 
according to the circumstance of the case. 

The sentence to be ART. 6l. — Such sentence shall be subsCf 
lead in court, and to court, and then read to the public prosecl 



accused; an4» on the d»y oi ex^tttiop, tke^^ne§ be promulgated on the 
shall be promulgated .io the .presence of tbi^ ciccusedi ^f^y of execution, 
together with! a detail of the crime, and.all circumr 
stances relative thei^eto, 

AftT. 62* — No criminal sentence for punishment iri No execution to take 
pxiMie, (transportfsition, banishment, confinement at place without the go- 
Robfcen Island or elsewhere, included,) shall be put iii ^emor's/at. 
execntipn, without being approved of by the govcrnoir 
for the time being, and sanctioned with hisjiatf or niiti^ 
ga^ted, as he may deem proper; for which purpose, all 
criminal sentences, on inappealable cases, shall be trans- 
mitted to the governor for the time being, forthwith ; * 
or, if the case be appealable, as soon as the tiqne for ap- ' 
pealiag has elapsed, in case no appeal be lodged. And 
such sentences, if passed in the country districts, shall 
be accompanied by a true copy of the proceedings, oa 
which they have been founded. 

Art. 63. — The execution of aU .criminal sentences^ Sentences . pasted m 
passed by the commission of circuit, and the boards of cases tried before tlie 
landdif^afc ani) heemraden,and of th<Be passed before the *^"?°?*^ J^ JZ!^ 
full court of justice* on aa invpstigatioa before the coror Jrort^teMiSli 
mission of circpit, shall take place at the usual place of where to be executed, 
execution of the district, in which the crime has been 
committed ; but the execution of thqse, passed by the 
Janddrpst and heemraden.of the Cape dktrktf and by the 
court of justice, or commissioners therefrom, shall be 
executed at Cape Town. The court of justice, how- jhe court's compe- 
ever, in cases of necessity, have the power, with the ap- teocy in this respect 
probation of the governor for the time being, to direct . 
the execution to be effected at any other place. 

A&T. 64.*r- After the ^vernor for the time being, The tine for ex«c««. 
has put his^^ to a criminal sentence, .the court shall tiontobeised. 
fix the time of execution, taking care, particularly when 
it involves capital punishment, that the execution be not 
protracted beyond the time required for the necessary 
prqiMuratious ; and in case any impediment should inter- 
vene, the governor is to be acquainted therewith imme- in cases of capital 
diately. In cases of capital punishment, the court, or punishment, theexecu- 
commissioners therefrom, shall communicate the time of tionto be communicated 

the execution to the delinquent, in the presence of J° f^L®! i?®**°^w T' *i 
^, ,,. ^ ^, Aiji v r •* • A i. I least J4 hours before It 

the public prosecutor, at least 24 hours before it is to take j, ^ ^^^ pj^^j^^ 

place. 

Art. 65. — ^The accused shall not be allowed an ad- The accused, afker 
vocate in court, during the course of the proceedings, ^l^^^^^^^^ v^ 
hereinbefore prescribed, until he has answered all the *^'^|^**[^^^jjj. ^ 
questions to be put to him, after the act of indictment advocate. 
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has been read to hitn; but haviiig done lo, he shall be 
allowed to employ an advocate to assist him in putting 
questions to the witnesses, both in favour of, and against 
him, agreeably to the 50th and 51st articles; and he 
shall further be allowed to entruM an advocate with his 
defence, on all points of law, that may incidentally torn 
up, and with all pleading in defence of the main cause, 
provided both one and the other be done in the presence 
of the accused. 

The advocate to be Art. 66, — None but an advocate regularly admitted 
one adtuitied b^ the can be chosen by the accused for bis defence ; and such 
court, and not to be re- advocate, having once undertaken (Lc case, shall not be 
leaded from the obliga- y^l^jjg^j f^^^ j^e obligation of assWing the accused, 
cuied, birt '&c!!^ * *^ during the whole course of the proceedings, unless at the 

instance of the accused, or with the approbation of the 

court. 

Acceu to eriminal Art. 67* — As long as a Criminal prisoner continues 
priMmen, in what roan- under examination, no access to him shall be allowed, 
ner to be allowed, before without the consent of the court, which, on granting such 
iur4wtoSJ'^*^Md**in consent, will be at liberty to impose such restrictions as 
wluttwumer ^ter that '"^y ^ deemed requisite. But after the prisoner shall 
have gone through his examination, his friends, relations, 
and counsellors, shall have free access to him, subject to 
the regulations of the magistrate, to whom the superin* 
tendance of the prison and the safe custody of tl^ pri- 
soner is entrusted. 

A penon under sum- ' AuT. 68.— When a person, summoned to persona! 

nods for personal ap- appearance, has appeared and answered the interroga- 

pearance, having an- iQf\^^ put to him, the court shall declare whether he is to 

Ifesput io1iim,lKart ^® detained or left at large ; in the latter case, the court 

It to declare whether he will have the option, either to allow the accused to re* 

u to be detained or left main at large, on giving pecuniary security, or upon 

atlarge« and under what mainprize, or solemn promise to reappear, on the requi- 

restrictious, sition of the court, or public prosecutor, at any time 

within the period of twelve months, as fixed in the 56th 

-Article, on pain of being considered as ^Ity^ and, as 

such, taken into custody by the public prosecutor, or 

those officers acting under his orders. 

In case he be released under pecuniary security, tbe 
obligation of re-appearing continues, but only on pain, 
in case of non-appearance, of forfeiting the sum specified 
in the recognizance ; for which reason, the court is to 
jSx such sum according to the nature of the crime, — the 
circumstance of the individual, — and the punishment 
attendant on the crime. 
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Art. 69. — If tbe detinqiient, against whom a decree Mode of proceeding 
of arrest has been given, has absconded or concealed againn delioqaenti ab* 
himself, he shall be summoned by an edict, proclaimed »«>"<i'"g' 
after due warning, by the ringing of the court-bell, to 
appear before the couft, on a certain fixed day, in order 
to answer to such crime or crimes as from tbe prepara* 
tor^ examinations may have been laid to his charge, and 
which summons by edict is to contain a statement of the 
nature of the crime, drawn up with all the strictness and 
nicety observed in the construction of an act of indict- 
ment. 

In case of a non-appearance, this summons by edict 
shall be twice repeated) and in case the delinquent does 
not appear on the third summons, the public prosecutor 
shall be admitted to bring all the evidence, as well in 
favour of as against the defendant, in forma probtmtif 
and to make claim and conclusion against the defaulter. 

On this admission, a fourth summons ex superabun- 
dantu specifying the day on which the public pcosecu*^ 
tor is to give in bis claim, shall be published, in the 
manner above-mentioned. 

Art; 70.— In the case of any person summoned to The same continued, 
personal appearance in court, shall not make his appear- 
ance on the day prescribed, a decree for jyrise de corps, 
(seizure of his person,) shall be issued ; and in case be 
has absconded or concealed himself, the same mode of 
proceeding shall be observed, as, is prescribed in tbei . . . 
former Article, in regard to absconding or concealed de* 
linquents, under a decree of arrest. 

Art. 71. — If no sufficient proof be produced, to con- 
sider the defaulter guilty of. the crime or crimes, on 
which a decree for arrest or for personal appearance in 
court has been given, and if tbe suspicions on which the^ 
decree has been grounded, are not removed or lessened ; 
the public prosecutor, independent of his right to pro- 
secute for the crime itself, shall prosecute the accused 
and defaulter for contumacy, and make such claim 
against him for banishment, or such inferior punishment 
as tbe nature of the case shall require. 

Art, 72. — Any defaulter under a decree of arrest or . 

for personal appearance, making his appearance in court, pn th«r returning or be« 
or being taken up prior to the judgment for contumacy >ng »*«»»?• 
being passed agaipst hino, shall be proceeded against as 
if he had, not been a defaulter; but if he makes his 
appearance in court, or is taken up subsequent thereto, 
be shall be allowed tc make bis defence both in regard 



The same continued* 



Mode of {nooeedini^ 
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. . tp his non-appearance in court, an^ -in reg^ to tbe 

crime or crimes laid to his charge in the suiiimons by 
edict; but all evidence, collected during his absence, 
and produced in court by the public prosecutoV, shall 
be considered as good, valid and legal, as if the same 
had been collected in the presence of the accused, and 
the court is to look upon the same as such ; unless its 
validity should be taken or done away, by sufficient 
counter proof. 

Theiaiiiecontinoed. Ant. 73* — And the accused person having made this 
defence, and the public prosecutor having made his re* 
joinder, and produced further proof, in the manner pre- 
scribed by tlris Ordinance; the court shaU^ notwithst^- 
nig the existenoeof the sentence in comomacy, proceed 
t9 past such sentence on the circutnttances submitted to 
itsdecistoB, and evidently provedies it would hav« pwied 
in case the accused and defauker had been brought to 
trial in a regular manner^ from the very commenceoient 
of the proc^ings. 

gvilty of AftT. 74. — In case any witness, duly summoned by 
ham tp be the messenger of the court, should (ail in making his 
personal appearance before the court, or in ciise of his 
being unwilling to ^eevidence^the prescriptions which 
are hereafter set forth ^m the It 6th to Che 119th Ar- 
ticle, both inclusive, shall be followed in regard to hka* 

WItDetKf entitled to AftT. 75.-^All witnesses in criminal cased, who make 
a oonpensatioD, for all their appearance in court and comply with the requisi* 
^pnu^ iieceuarily in- jjon thereof, shall be entitled to a compensation for all 
•^ expense necessanly incurred by them on that account ; 

and the account thereof being duly examined and mo- 
derated by the courts shall be discharged by the party^ 
at whose requisition the witness has been bright for* 
ward, or, in case of inabili^, by the colonial or district 
treasury, as the case may be. 

All piooeeduig* to Art. 76. — After a decree for personal apprehension, 
take place in open court or for personal appearance in court, shall have been 
given, all proceedings shall take place In open court. 

No attentbn to be Art. 77' — No investigation shall be closed, until it 
paki to documents not has become evident to the court that all documents re- 
pta(lielyr6^ ill court, lative to the case in question, the preparatory informa- 
tions included, have been read to the accused person in 
open court, at such period of the investigation as may 
be deemed most likely to afford equal and iii) partial jus- 
tice. And the court is to pay no attention to documents 
that have not been so read in court. 
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Art. 74;-^AU crinioal proceedings, are to. be carried i The proceedings to be 
on without interruption. The public prosecutor is to carried on witliout in- 
take care that all witnesses in support of the charge, and *e"fr»P^ion* 
for the defence of the accused, are summoned for the 
day fixed fov the trial. The court having once been 
opened, or the trial having commenced, the court shall 
be bound to continue the same, or to cause it to be con- 
tinued until sentence shall have been passed ; and if the 
case cannot be brought to a final conclusion in one 
session, the court shall resume the session on the next ' 

day, (Sundays, holidays, and common court-days ex- 
cepted,) and so continue every day, until the trial is 
brought t6 a final conclustbn. 

Art. 7d* — In case the regular course of proceeding, tmpedimenti to bo 
prescribed in the preceding Article, should be impeded recorded. 
by the absence of the witnesses, or the intervention of 
extraordinary or unforeseen circdmstances, the same 
shall be put upon record, for the discharge of the court,' 
or the public prosecutor concerned; 

Art* 80. — In addition to all these regulations, the If poaslble, to pam 
court J •• •' 

crin 
forbid luc measure,; nviiuuui sciiuiii^ luc uuuuiuciiis »^^j |^^ | m^mh--- 

round to the individual members, and even, if practica- 
ble, immediately on closing the investigation. 

Art. si, — All courts and public prosecutors, inde- j^n criminal 
pendent of their obligfttion to inquire into and decide in Cape Town, to be 
on all qrimiual cases, without interruption, and with due brought to a final con-i 
expedition, are likewise severally directed to take care <^'»"<>» before the com- 
that all criminal cases are brought to a final conclusion ^^™^* ^'^ ^^ *'*^ 
in Cape Town, before the commencement of the long Iq ^ ooontrj dit^ 
vacation ; and in the country districts, before the com- trictst before the depaiw. 
mission of circuit leaves the respective drostdies,so that tore of the rfunmiw i nn 
at such a period, a goal delivery shall take place. of circuit 

Art. 82. — On any lawful reasons preventing the final LegallmpedinentiliK 
termination of any case or cases, at the fixed period, the terveuiug, are to be te* 
respective public prosecutors shall communicate those ported to the court, 
reasons, in Cape Town, to the court of justice, and in 
the country districts, to the commission of circuit ; in 
order that thev may be duly inserted in the records of 
the Court) Or tnat such steps may be taken, as the Cir- 
cumstance of the case may require* 

Art. 83. — A strict record is to be made of the whole ^ ,^t ^cord to be 
of the proceedings, specifying the day on which the trial kept of the whole of tbe 
has commenced, and that of those on which the same pR»ce«dingi. 
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has been oontinaed,— the court before which it has 
taken place, — the officer by whom the prosecution is 
carried on, — and the name of the person accused ; — and 
further, the whole of the proceedings, cdmraencing with 
the act of indictment, * and ending with the sentence 
passed on due investigation. 

And of tlie order of Abt. 84. — In addition to the exactness ''and perspi- 
tiiDc in which they hap. cuity to be observed' in this record, strict attention must 
?«»*<*• be paid to the order of time at which the seyeral pro- 

ceedings have been carried on, so that every judicial act 
may appear in that order in which it took place. 

To be closed at the Art. 85. — The case not being terminated in one 
end of each meeting, meeting, the record is to be closed at the end of each 
signed by the court, and meeting, and signed by the court; and the original of 

^^^i^^!^^ ^^""^^^'^^ '•«^«^o''^» ^ s^g"^^^ ^^a" ^ deposited in the office of 
^^' the secretary of that court, where also the whole of the 

records are to be deposited, after final sentence. 

In what case the coart Art. 86. — In case the accused is in a state of insol- 
shall grant legal assist- vcBCy, or if he be so circumstanced that his imprison- 
^ce to the accused pro ment puts a stop to his means of subsistence, the Court, 
. where practicable, shall appoint the necessary practi- 

tioners to nssjst him pro deo; but in this latter case, the , 
accused shall be bound to defray and reimburse the ex- 
penses of witnesses, and other advances, required for ihe 
promotion of his defence; which expenses, together 
with those incurred for his subsistence, during the time i 
• of his confinement, shall not be curried against the go- 

vernment or the district treasury, until he has proved his 
insolvency, to the satisfaction of the court. 
No stamps to be used Art. 87^ — The accused person shall not be bound to 
by tbor acoMed, but in y^g stamps, in cases subject to a more severe punish- 
caKt subject to a pecu- _. * *i !l * r • c 

iiiafy finew "^^'^^ ^"^" ^"^^ ^* * pecuniary fine. 

Agtiwlcompounding. ART, 88. — The public prosecutor shall not be allowed, 
in any case whatsoever, subject to a fine or confiscatioD, 
and much less in any instances where the crime or mis- 
demeanour committed is of a more serious nature, to 
come to an arrangement, or to enter into any composi- 
tion, or in any other way to screen the offender from the 
usual course of a regular prosecution. 
Fines fired by tow, ART. 89- — However, if any person accused of a mis- 
may be accepted. demeanour, subject to a pecuniary fine, be inclined to 
prevent a criminal prosecution, by paying the fine stipu- 
lated by law, on the misdemeanour committed by hirn^ 
Provided doe renort ^^® Public prosecutor shall be at liberty to accept of tbe 
is made to the court payment of such a fine : provided he makes a written 
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communjcati9n of the circumstance to ibe couit, at ito 
first subsequent meeting, in order to its being put upOB 
record. 

Art. 90. — If for the sake of avoiding a tedious law- (^f^g^ submitted to 
suit, and the expense and trouble attendant thereon, any the decirion of the court 
accused person should submit his case to the decision of/** pfam, 
the court de piano; such submission shall not, however, ' 
prevent an investigation taking place, or impede the free 
course of the administration of justice, provided the 
court shall find reason so to direct. , 

SECTION THIRD. 

Mode of Proceeding in the Prosecution of Misdemeanours^ 
not subject to public Punishment, 
Art. 9t* — Under this section are comprised: 1st. Description of offences 

* All misdemeanours which are not subject to a more coroprised under this 

* severe punishment than correction in the public prison, section. 
^ temporary imprisonment, fines and confiscation, in 

* those cases where the law has positively prescribed the 
' same, and all transgressions of penal laws relative to 

* the public revenue and police;* — and 

Art. 92. — 2d. * All complaints of masters of ships The same continued. 

* against their seamen, — of tradesmen against their ap- 

* prentices, — of masters against their servants, whether 
' freemen or slaves, and vice versa, — and further, all 

* complaints of parents against their children; and in 

* general all complaints, lodged with the magistrates, not 

* capable of amicable arrangement, or in which the ma- 

* gistrate shall not be able to effect an amicable arrange- 

* roent between the parties, and in which cases the public 

* interest requires that the parties complained of should 

* receive a correction proportionate to the misde- 

* meanour.' 

Art. 93. — All the before-mentioned misdemeanours -rArc subject, in Cape 
and complaints are subject, in Cape Town, to the cogni- Town, to the decision of 
zance and decision of one .of the two commissioners from one commissioner from 
the court of justice, attending for the dispatch of daily ^nTin"* t^'^trr 
business, in rotation ; and in the country districts, to districts'lo thatof ^ 
that of the landdrost and two commissioned heemraden, landdrost and two 00m- 
to be appointed by the said board of landdrost and missioned lieemraden. 
heemraden, on the commencement of each year, and 
approved of by the governor. < Misdemeanouw cbm- 

Art. 94.— The said commissioner from the court of ^^ttedinSmonVTowia, 
justice is likewise to take cognizance of all misdemean- S^Si^.'^f one commis- 
ours committed in Simon's Town, and the vicinity there- gjcnier from the court of 
of, and of all complaints, which the resident cannot justice. 
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Ifettlteiri All i^ldabfe manner, until furtlier provisions 
iHiiiH hav6 been made Iti this respect. 

llie power and duty Art. 95. — His Majesty's fiscal and the respective 
.%if ^ %fU apd l^cJr landdrosts are authorized and directed to surai»oti be- 

^'''^^'^^,^^**P*^P?'*" (ore fchem ail persons whom Inhere is a probable ground 
ties suspected im au uh ^ Jr » » t • »• l^ l 

tention to commit a ^^ suspect Of future misbehaviour, tending to the breach 
breach of tiie peace, for of t^e peace, and to make them give their personal bond, 
•ecurity. with such further security as may be required by the 

magistrate, that they will keep the peace, or abstain from 
committing the transgression of which they are suspected, 
on pain of forfeiting to government, the sum stipulated 
in this bond, according to»the nature and consequence of 
the case. The amount and nature of such security 
being, however, in case of dispute, subject to the deci- 
sion of the court, who are competent to act in cases 
comprised under this section. 

If tlie security be not Art. <)6. In case the persons suspected cannot 
given. convince the magistrate that the suspicions against them 

are ungrounded, or if they refuse or are unable to give 
the security or bail, required by the magistrate, they 
shall be immediately taken into custody, aud there re- 
main, until proper security be given, or until the com- 
petent court shall have decided, that further detention 
ts unnecessary. 

How to proceed in ART. 97. — In case any person, who shall have been 
case of non-appearance, summoned by the magistrate, to appear, under suspicion 
of having an intention to misbehave, or disturb the pub- 
lic peace, shall not appear to such summons, and^ there 
shall hepericulum in mora^ he shall be subject to imme- 
diate apprehension, under the prescriptions contained in 
the g6th, 27th, and 28th Articles of this ordinance ; but 
in case, there is no periculum inmora^ the prescription 
contained in the 24th Article, in regard to- persons ac- 
cused of having committed a crime, is to be followed, 
with this modification, however, that in such a case, the 
decree shall contaip an order to the magistrate, to cause 
the person suspected, to give security, that he will not in 
future tnisbehave, or disturb the public peace ; and in 
case of refusal or inability, he shall place him in cus- 
tody, until he shall give such security, or be released 
by decree of the court. 

O^ 10 be takfa by ■^^^* 9S*"-^f,the-suspicion of the magistrate is founded 
wfaS?;WWl#wt* ^^ complaints of private individuals, the person so com- 
plaining, and requiring security for his safety, shall be 
bound to make oath that he has no intention of injuring 
the accused, but that his life or person is really in dan- 



ger; And to st^te all sucli circamstanceB at may tetid . 
to convince the magistrate, that aueb danger ready 
exists. 

' This oath is to be taken, and the statement to bt 
made, if in CapeTo^n, in presence of the sitting oom^ 
niissioner from the court of justice ; and, if in the 
country, before the commissioners from the board of 
landdrost and heemraden. 

Art. 99.— The official records, kept by the public The records kept by 
prosecutors, shall be considered as leg^l proof of hik {Jf f^**^*' PJ'^ 
proceedings, under the four preceding Articles. deuce of the ^oceed- 

ing». 

Art* 100. — ^The two monthly commissioners from the Arrangement which 
court of justice, shall be at liberty, in dividing their ™*y ^ "JJ**« betwcra 
occupations, to arrange between themselves, which of f^^jj^^ ^ commto- 
them is to attend for the investigation of the misdemea- 
nours and complaints, comprised under this section, diir* 
ing the month ; but this arrangement once made, is not 
to be altered, unless by reason of indisposition, or other 
lawful cause, which shall be allowed by the chief justice 
or president for the time being. 

Art. 101. — ^The commissioner in attendance, agree- Commissioner to at- 
ably to this arrangement, is to attend at the courtnroom tend the court-room dai- 
cvery day, (Sundays, holidays, and court-days excepledj) *y» for the investigating 
from ten o'clock in the morning, till two o^jlock in the «"<« deciding on the mat- 
- A« ^.°.. ii>i> ters comprued under 

afternoon, for the purpose of investigating and deciding ^^^ geption. 

on all such misdemeanours and complaints^ comprised 
under this section, as shall be brought before him, by 
his Majesty's fiscal, or the resident of Simon's Town. 

Art* 102. — ^The landdrosts, and the commissioners Attendaaoe of lynd- 
from the board of the landdrost and heemraden in the drostand heewrail^M. m 
country dbtricts, shall, in like manner, be in readiness ^^ ci^ses. 
every day, (Sundays^ holidays, and court-days except- 
ed,) to take cognissance of such misdemeanours and con^- 
-plaints, at the requisition of the publiq prosecutor, ^s 
soon as the distance of their habitation's will admit of: 
and in the absence of the landdrosts, or bis being- ot|ier- 
vise occupied or lawfully impeded, the- acting landdrost 
shall preside, and he being absent also, the senior mem- 
ber is to act as president ; and if the landdrost, acting 
landdrost, and one or both of the heemraden shall be 
. absent, the heemraad or heemraden, residing nearest to 
the drostdy, shall fill the place of him or them so 
absent, till his or their return. 

Art. 103. — The prosecution for all misdemeanours By whom the prose- 
committed in Cape Town, shall be cairried on by his cution of offences under 
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this section b to be car- Mejetty'a fiiicaly or his depaties ; aiid tbe prosecution 

lied Oik for all those perpetrated in Sinaon's Town« and the juris- 

diction tl^ereof, by tbe goveniment resident of Simon's 
Town, or his official agent ; and those, committed in the 
country districts, by the district, secretaries, whose du- 
ties are, in the mean time, to be performed by the dis- 
.trict clerk, or one of the clerks from the office of the 
landdrost or secretary of the district, to be appointed for 
such purposes, with the approbation of the governor for 
the time being. 
Ketite to bi given to Art. 104. — When the magistrate shall be acquainted, 

the accused. by direct complaint or otherwise, with the occurrence 

of any of the misdemeanours, specified in the dlst and 
92d articles of this section, he is to inform the accused' 
thereof, and to make out an accurate list of the names of 
all persons, who can. give evidence, on either side, re- 
specting the misdemeanour committed, or com(>laint 
lodged. > 

The prosecutor's duty Art. 105.— If the case be of such a nature as to 

to endeavour to recon- afimit of an amicable arrangement between accuser and 
c parties. accused, without prejudice to the rights of goverament, 

the public prosecutor, with whom the complaint has 
been lodged, shall use his best endeavours to effect such 
arrangement, prior to the case being brought to the cog- 
nizance of the court ; and in case such endeavouns shall 
prove unsuccessful, a record thereof is to be made in 
the proceedings. 

The likeof the court. Art. 106. — In all such cases, the court also is bound 
to use their best endeavours to effect a reconciliation. 

Proceedings in cases Art. 107. — All cases which, from their nature, admit 
which require immedi- of no delay, and which cannot be amicably arranged by 
ate investigation. j|,e public prosecutor, shall immediately be brought 

before the competent court, s^nd the parties and wit- 
nesses, on receiving a written requisition to appear, shall 
• be bound to immediate appearance, in the same manner 
as if they had been summoned at the usual period, and 
in the usual manner. 

The like in those Art. 108. — In all cases not requiring such extraor- 
whichdonot dinary expedition, the competent prosecutor shall, at 

Requisitions to be least 24 hours before the meeting of the court, send a 
sent by the prosecutor, requisition, by the messenger of the court, to the person 
accused qr complained of^ calling upon him to appear 
before the competent court, to answer to the charge 
brought asainst hifn, the nature of which shall be speci- 
fied in such requisition ; and, in case of complaint, to the 



Appendix B. 273 

complaihBitt, cailtfig u{Von him' to lippear, aiwJ Wivg f(>r- 
wat'd his chiEirgeB; and also to the witnesses, as wdl • 
tlie»s« which shati hhve been previously spei?ifi«id; and 
those who may be ffamed to the messenger tjy the coni- 
f^lttinant, or pc^rtbn confi plained of, at the time of serving 
the re<^iisFti6n ; caHtng upim Iheta' to give their evi-. 
clence in the case, which is to be specified to them, at 
the time of serving tl(e requisition. . - 

A«T*. 109.^ — ^The public pr«iecCitor is'to commence Preoeedingtbefowtlw 
the proceedings, by making a full statement of the fticts, ^«**- 
in presence of the person complained of, and specifying 
the law, which he is supposed to have transgressed; 
whereupon the accused shall be asked, whether he- 
pleads guilty or not guilty. In case he pleads guilty, 
the public prosecutor shall immediately make his claim, ■■, 

to which the accused shall be at liberty to make his de-^ 
fence, and thereupon the court shall pronounce its deci- 
sion. But in case the accused pleads not guilty, or 
refuses to answer, the public prosecutor iihatl give in the 
names of the witnesses he intends to produce in support 
of the charge. 

If the case be founded on a complaint, the person * > 

who has lodged the same, shall, in the first place, relate ' 

all the circumstances relative thereto, and specify the 
nanies. of all the witnesses who can give evidence there- 
in, in addition to those already named by the public 
prosecutor. Whereupon the witnesses named by the 
public prosecutor, and the coniplainant, shall give theii* 
depositions separately, and be cross-examined by t hie ^ 

accused, if he shall think fit so to do ; after which, th« 
accused shall make his defence, and specify the names 
of the witnesses in his favour, who shall likewise give 
their depositions separately, and be subject td cross^ 
examination, by the public prosecutor and the com* 
ptaliiant. On the production of witnesses, not cialled tm 
by the reqtiisition above-mentioned, the mode pre* 
scribed in the 41st article is to be observed. 

Art. 110. — ^The court and the public prosecutor are Right of the coart 
at liberty to put such questions, both to the complain- and prosecutor to inters 
ant and witnesses, as they may think fit. But they arfc w>g*^«* 
not at liberty to put any other questions to the accused, 
than that of guilty, or not guilty; save such as may 
tend to illustrate his defence ; but to^ these as well tfs to ,. 
the preceding questions, he shiill bis allowed, saving the 
respect «lue to the court and public prosecutor, to de- 
cline answering. 
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WitMtfeitalMfironi AitT. 11 1.^ After the wUiieiseft hav« been itfferpod. 
befera giTiag tbeir evi* in whal Case, and in regaril to- what persons, then* M- 
<^"*^* detice is required, and previous to their beine admitted, 

to give tlieir depositions, they shall make oatv in court, 
ill the presence of the pobtie prpsee»tov, or peison 
complained of, that in their deposftions, they will de- 
pose truth, the whole trutli, and nothing but the tmlls. 
Doty of the proieca- ART. 119. — ^The investigation being completed, ther 
^^' *^ ^ ^'^ ^ . ^ public prosecutor is to make aneh declaration .or claim 
cr(BS»oltbcpvMecaMig».||gpiini,t the person complained of, (or compKuoaBtr if 
there be one,) as be shall deem proper, and the peiao^ 
complained of, or the complainant, having made bis^ 
defence to this declaration or cbum, tbe Court shall 
pronounce its decision. 
CompWiiMit fo be Art. 113.— In cases of complaint, the complainant 
cooMdend •• a private ghall bc considered as a private prosecotor, subject to 
!*"•••**'• all* the consequences of the prosecution. 

Oa ihefirttdefarit o€ Art. 1 14. — Iq case the complainant shall not appear 

tbe complainant, the in court, on the day and hour appointed, the case shall 

cam ihaU be struck ofl^ ^^ struck off the roll, and the complainant condemned 

corts. ^^ "* ^^^ c<^*^» which roust be discharged, before he can 

On tbe necond, bc be a^ain admitted to brine forward his complaint, andf in 

lotesbit rigbtof action, case of a second default, he shall lose all right of action^ 

and ibatt pay tbe coiti. and be condemned in all the costs. This, however, 

shall not affisct the right of the public prosecutor, to 

luring an action on the part of the crown, if be shouki 

think proper. 

On effect of ibenen- Aa/T.llS. — In case, the person con\plained n( doe^ 
appeanuice of the ac- not appear in court, he shall be declared in default, ^nd 
*^^' fined five rix-dollars, and a second requisition servid, 

calling upon him to appear, within a period of not lest 
tlwn jZ4 hours, after the service of such requisitioi) ; and 
in case he shall not then appear, a jsecoiid default shall 
Ibe granted, and he shall be fined ten rix-dpllare ; ami 
the court shall, notwithstanding his absence, proceed to 
the examination, of the compWHAist, (if th^re be.^ne,) 
md the ^ itnesses. And in case the person comfklained 
of, shall not appear in court, to , the third re<^uisition^ 
the public prosecutor shall proceetl to ntake his decla- 
latiQii or claim, and^the court shall pronounce judgn^ent 
thereon., 

Tbe non-appearance Auf. Il6.— On any witness not making hia apueap- 
•f wHtttMet. Alice in court, default shall be granted against him^ and 

tbe public prosecutor aothorised to issuer a lecond re- 
quisition, calling upon him to appear and give evidttno^ 



flt hh, owo expen&e* wUbio a period of not Um tbftn , 
tweuty-£[>&ir hours, after .the service of such r(^qiu&itipD, . ^ 

on ipwi of impcisoitmeut.; hut SHviog his rig|itto purge 
his,fint defiuilt. 

If be does not uppcftr tor. sticH .seconil requisition, a 
deimfe for imprisanmeiH shall he gnvilexl^ which shall b« 
eoforc^d aft^r the wituess bi|s be^n: on/ce siunmoi^ \q 
comply therewith. 

AnT. llf.^n case any wjtuess, shall r6fii9e to give IITiiniiiMi n/mlig, in 
hia. evidence, a decree for inaprisonment shall be issued yw • yideawiw ib j oct i4 
by the competent court* and enforced by the public pro* impr«KHiin«ifc«Mlfia»» 
secutor;. and in case he.sb.ajil continue to refuse^ after 
thii:t>* days impfisoninenty he shall be fined one hundred 
rix-dollars, in favour of the reformed church of the dis? 
tricty. or tb^t of Cape Town ; and in cas^ of inability to 
pay such fine^ he shall be imprisoned for the further 
space of thirty days» and remain subject to any civil 
claim for damages, which the party concerned may con* 
sider himself entitled to on account of his refusal. 

AiiT. 118.— In either of the above cases, the investi- The inirestigatto !• 
gation s^all be continued, in the absence of such wit- ^, P"»wedcd in* iiot- 
nesses; and if the evidence is sufficient, the court shall !l!!«?^"fL\ 
proceed to pronounce judgment. 

Art. 119*— 'If the investigation of any case cannot la^ whait.tmm.^^ 
be continued, on account; of a lawful absence of th^ ^^^fc^^'-'^^^tlLiS? 
parties or witnesses, the court shall have the right to ^"* "'*8*'***'***''*^ 
^nt such further t^rm for completing the investigatioi) 
as may seem reasonable. 

Art. J 20. — ^The investigation of a case, having been An investlgttidn hav-* 
comMftnced before a coinraissionbr. or comfnissioners i°g i'^n oomiiiencedi,if 
fvom Ibe court of juatic« in Gape Town, or beftire th^ Ihe^STrommiiSwr 
iamtdcDsts and commissioners^ of the board of landdros^ or i^m^J^^^"'^'^ 
atid beemraden in the country districts, shall be brought 
t6 a conclusion before them, although the term, for 
which they were appointee^, may haye elapsed. 

A RT. 121 . — The mode of proceedi ng i n criminal caseSf Reference to art fM 
prescribed in the 76th; 79^b, 80t^, 81st, 82d, 83d, 84th, »»* »eq- 
85th, 86th, 87th, 88th, 89lh, and 90th articles, in re- . 
gard to the continuation of the proceedings,— the record* 
ing of criminal proceedings, — the use of stamps, — and 
on entering into composition, — shall also be observed i)i 
the procetSings under this section ; with this modifica- 
tion, however, that in this instance, brevity be particu- Brevity la tht ft- 
larly attended to, and all superfluity in ih^ recording *'®^*- 
carefully avoided, 

T 2 
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luMseofteUure.the Art. l^^.-^^-In all cases of seizcires, made In cofise« 
tenteuoe to be forthwith qaence of transgressions of the law, in regard to his 
^wtoT* ^ ^^^ ^' ^^^i*^^^^ customs, the secretary of the court, before 
**" '* ' which the case has been tried, shall forthwith transmit 

to the sequestrator, or his representative, a copy of the 
sentence, in order that ihe goods, thereby confiscated, 
may be publicly sold, after having been twice advertized 
in the Gazette. 
' S«lei to be held by Art. 123. — All sales of confiscated, goods shall be 
*^ *!jbr*''^'d*iiod* ^^^^ ^y ^^® sequestrator, and if the seizure or confisca- 
trKthcre^TepositedT* **^" ^^ **^^" P'*^*^ '" Consequence of a 'breach of the 
* British navigation laws, the laws of his Maj«?sty's cus- 
toms, or the privileges of the Hon. East India Company, 
the goods shall be placed under the charge and adminis- 
tration of the collector or comptroller of the customs, 
and the sale held at the custom-house, unless absolute 
necessity should require their being sold elsewhere. 

The net proceeds to Art. 124. — When the purchase money becomes pay- 
be deposited in the I^m- a^ble, the proceeds of the sale, after deducting the ex- 
btrdBaak. penses, shall be placed. in the Lombard Bank, for the 

benefit of those, who, at the termination of the case, 
. . . shall be legally entitled thereto. 

No practiiioner c«n AuT, 125.— No practitioners shall be permitted to 
*'*'***|*'******'^T*^"''*^^' '" ^^^ proceedings prescribed in this section ; but 
m^^'^^'co^V *^^ accused is to defend his own cause in person, unless 
prevented by indisposition, old age, or other legal impe- 
diments; in which case, the court, on a special apfSlica- 
tion from the accused, to that effect, accompanied by 
due'proof of the existing impediment, shall be at liberty 
to allow him to employ an attorney « But in order to 
prevent the benevolent objects of this short inode Qf 
proceeding being eluded, such attorney shall be subject 
|o the approval of the court. 

SECTION FOURTH, 

Of Re-audition and Appeal. 

Cases which may be Art, 126. — All cases, in which a definitive sentence 
bfottght to re-bearing, has been passed, b^ a commissioner or conui^jssipners 
from the court f^ justice, may be brought to a re-bear- 
ing before the full court, in Cape Town; or, where a 
definitive sentence has been passed by the landdrost and 
commissioners from the board of landdrost and heem- 
raden, may be brought before the full board of the land- 
drost and heemraden of the respective country districts. 
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Save and except in cases where sentence has been 

fiasBed by default, from which ^no re-hearing is allowed, .,' 

aad also save as mentioned in the two succeeding 

articles. 

Aet. I2r« — No re-hearing before the full court shall Tlioie which BMjq^t. 
be allowed, on sentences passed by two commissioners 
from the same. * 
• tf.) In qase such sentence has been given on a com* 

' piete confession, or 
h.) In case the sentence does not impose a heavier 
penalty than one hundred rix-dojlars, and the 
public prosecutor has not made claim to a larger 
sura. 

Art. 128. — No re-hearing before the full board o^ The same contiimea. 
landdrost and heemraden, or before the full court o^ 
jtistice, shall be allowed, on sentences passed by the 
landdrost and a eommissioner, or by confmissioners from 
the board of the landdrost and heemraden, or by a com* 
mis^oner of the court of justice, when the sentence 
does, not impose a heavier fine than iive-and-twenty rix- ( 

dollars, and the public prosecutor has not made claim to 
a larger sum. . ^ 

Aar. 129.— All other cases may be brought to a re- lU-hewrhig toliebe. 
heai^ing b<<fore the cburt, whose commissioner or com*- ^^ ^^ ^** «^"'*- • ■ » 
mi^sidiiers have passed the sentences, under the follow- ' . " 

ing prescriptiolis and te6trrcts6ns : 

Art. 130. — Notice of such re-hearing is to be lodged Notice is to be given, 
with the secretary of the court, within forty-eight hours ^^ deposit made, j 
after the sentence has been pronounced, and a sum of • » : 

five-and-twenty rix-dollars to be at the same time depo- 
sited ; which sum becomes forfeited, in case the sen- 
tence be confirmed by the full court, or the re-'hearing 
be not duly proceeded in ; and the re-hearing shall take 
place, on the first court-day which shall happen after 
the expiration of three days from the day of passing the 
sentence. 

Art. ISl.-^In all cases, where the sentences do not Ini what case eicba- 
attach infamy, or where the effect thereof can be re-tion is not eu^fed, 1^ 
moved by the final decision on the re-hearing, the sen- "'**^®' '*•*'••'*"*• 
tences passed in the first instance, must be complied 
with before the re-hearing takes place, except in cases 
where the sentence imposes a pecuniary fine of great "^ 
importance to the party condemned ; in which case, the 
court pronouncing the sentence, shall be at liberty, to 
take satisfactory security for the amount. 
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Hpwiiir right to re- A'rt. 13^.— In'case fbe witfce of'r^4n?rfring be not 
bevingu fofjGMted. loi?ged, of the sum of five-an(!-t\^*inty .rix-dloWafrs be not 
posited, or the' case' be not brbiigbt before the ftiR ca^aift 
in due time, the right of re-hearing shall be forfeiteil. 

IfiroM0Aii|s In te* AnT. 1S3.— After the sumnions, i^Iliiig upon Cbe op.' 
•^■™*«- posite party to attend at the r<»attditioo, shaU have been 

put upon record, the af^llant shall exhibit to the court 
a copy of the records of the proceedings in the first 
instance^ and cause the grounds,- on which he considers 
himself aggrieved, to be stated, verbally, by otie of the 
practitioners of the court ; upon which the public prose- 
cutor or respondent shall make his reply, and state his 
grounds for the confirmation of the sentence; where* 
opon: the re*bearing shall be closed^ and sentence passed 
oo the records of the ^proceedings in the first instjance; 
unless the eourt should think proper to allQW or direct 
the patties to make a rejoinder and sucTn^joinder pre* 
vioiss to passing seiktence* 
No other etWence to AuT. 134.^ No Other documents or evidence shall be 
ilL3f^*^'t/*T *'**** i<'">J"e^ ^t the re-hearing, but those produced tn the 
£lS3^|^fby»i!^ctei instance; unless by consent of thl; court, to be 
perniis^on of the court ; gi^^n on legal grounds. But such consent shall adt be 
(Kfid-ln liociiM mhttt it granted; in case itappears to the Court; tb^t ibc^^ifipeU 
**^'^ ^Slldt-ilrf '"***' lant or respondent* as.tbe^case may be^ w%s aware.fif |he 
wtij itfodnpfd.) existence of wch <docii»Cfits or. A^ideiice^ at the tinaya of 

the investigation of the case in the ii»t instance,, and 
,. . ' ^d an opportunity of informing the court thereof. , 

Toxrhatcotfrlttniip- AruI 35.-- An appeal is allowed from senteno^ on 
V^ I**** the perpetration of crimes and misdemeanours, passed by 

' a.) The respective boards of the >landdrost and heefn<» 
iraden, to the commission of circuit, or tbe full 
court of justice^ add . 
b,)Trbm definitive sentences of the commissipq^ of 
• circuit, or the full court of justice, to th^ rjight 
hoi), the court of appeals. 
But no appeal lies from sentences passed by .defaiilt. 

.iiMtuwiu had je. ^RT. ld6.-*-Sinee all difference between ^^tnnn^ukuy 
^ ^ ^* *^ ;^Pf^ *■«* ord&xary proceedings in criminal cases, establi$hed by 
li»Bthi»€Ottnf>0uftk». ii,^ D^t^,h law, is done away Iw the mode of piwreediog. 
prescribed by this ordinanc^^ the right of appeal, ta cri« 
minal cases, shall likewise no longer depend on stfcb 
dfference; but henceforth the following prescripticms 
abill be observed: 

^ : a«) The condemned person shall not be allowed to 
appeal frvm a senteiKe, involving pHbUfC punish- 
mept, which has been pa&sed by the court of 
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jiistk«» 9t Ae ccwuMbiioo of circuit, on a mik> 

•feitt c^/iRfiMW of the delin<)iieiit 
lu) Seoteoctt not puied on a ttmtpktc ewfawm^ are 

oi»l)f appealable when they involve deaik. 
c.) Notwitbuandiqg these prescriptioaSi the governor 

for the time being, ihaU be at liberty^ on the - 

examination of sentences presented to him» for 

h\$Jiaiy\n'M criminal cases, withoat esscapliont 

to give snch legal orders and directions as the 

interest of justice and the welfare of this colony 

will require. 
d^ No appeal is allowed from sentences of the court 

of justice, or the commission of circuit, contain- 
ing less than public punishment ; unless the ex- 
ecution of such sentences would attach infamy, 

or impose a penalty of one thousand rix-dollars; 

in which latter case, however, the sentence given 

in the firat instance must be complied witn^ or 

sufficient security for its amount given to the 

satis&ction of the court which pronounced the 

sentence appealed from, before the appeal be ' 

prosecuted. 

A&T. 137« — No appeal shall be allowed, either to the The lik« 
commission «f circuit, or the full court of justice, from dnwti 
sentences passed by the landdrost and heemraden, in- 
flicting public punishment, and passed on comfkte con- 
ftmon^ or not involving public punishment nor attaching 
infamy, not exceeding a fine of three hundred runioUartf 
where the public prosecutor has not extended his claim 
beyond that sum ; saving, however, the competency 
given to the governor for the time being, as expressed 
in the precedmg article, letter c. 

AUT. Id8.r-In all cases, where this ordinance admits Appeds lie froai stn- 
of a re-bearing or appeal from a definitive sentence, the ^^^'^J^ . *^*^IJP**^ 
same shall be admitted, in regard to sentences given on f^^l^^^ 
peremptory exceptions. Respecting which^ however, for im^tiwwmakC^Bc^ 
the prescriptions contained in the 43d article of this 
ordinance, are to be observed. But no re-hearing or 
appeal shall be allowed from provisional decrees, for 
imprisonment, or summons for personal appearance, or 
from decrees for the sate of goods seized, which are of a 
perishable nature, or the value whereof might be 
absorbed,, by the expenses which would follow from 
their remaining unsold, or from other provisional de- 
crees, which-^nay be amended by final sentence, and do 
not attach infamy. 



Appe»t8 to the light ninT. ld9.**^T1» ttppelkiit* frmm a fenltsee:(>8§s«d 
bon. court of appeati, by tbe couit of juMice, or the^ommifai^iiol'circuit, and 
to be lodged ill five dajr>. ^|,j|.|,^ according to this .ordiiiance,; may be brought ite- 
fore the right honourable the coiirt of appeals, i« to lodge 
his appeal within five days ^om. the passiog the^sentence 
appealed fipm,' thencisfeitb to conform to all orders and 
retfulHtionsHlready est^blisbed, or in future to be esta- 
blished by the said right honourable court. .' . 

Sentence ofthtt court Art. 140. — The sentences of the right honourable 

definitive; Mving the the coUrt of Appeals are definitive; without any further 

right of the governor to appeal ; saving, however, the right of the governor for 

pardon orrtftpite. the tirtie being, to grant pardon, or postpone the execu-? 

tion of the sentence, as heretofore. 

Appeals from land- ART. 141. — An appellant from a sentence of the re« 
dnwt and heemraHen to spective boards of the laiiddrost and heemraden, which, 
be noted »»> fi^* <1*J^>« according to this ordinance, may be appealed from, must 
be bronghl *^*^" ^ ^^^^ *"^^ appeal within five days, from the day such 
^^ sentence is pronounced; and if, at the time of noting 

such appeal, the period for the departure of the com- 
miittion of circuit from Cape Town/ has not been, offici- 
ally notified, the board of landdrost apd heemraden are, 
ifirthwith, to forward to the court of justice the records 
of the proceedings, on which the sentence appealedTi^m 
has been passed, in order to obtain their directions, whe- 
ther the appeal is to be carried on beforethe full court, 
or to lie over until the arrival of the cottimission of 
circuit. 

Proceedings on ap- Art. 142. — In case the appeal is directed to be car- 
I^.al, before the court ^ied on before the full court, the appellant is, within the 
« ^HMwe. period to be prescribed by the court, to cause the grounds 

on which he conceived himself aggrieved, to be stated . 
verbally by one of the practitioners; whereupon the 
public prosecutor, or his agent, shall reply thereto, and 
i^tate his grounds for the confirmation of the sentence ; 
upon which the ca^e shall be closed, and sentence 
passed on the records, according to law. 
' In case, however the appellant should be prevented, 
by lawful reasons, from stating his grievances at the sti- ' 
pulated period, a prolongation shall be granted. ^ • . . ' 
nc Hke befiw lUe ART. 143.— If the case be referred to the commission 
I of circuit. j^£ circuit, the same mode of proceeding is to be ob- ' 
served, with the difference only, that the day on which ' 
the. appeal is to be heard shall be fixed by the com- ' 
mission. ' 

No production of Art. 144.— The prnd'uction of further documents and 
evidence allowed, evidence, not produced in the first instance, shall be sub- 
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ject to the same rules as those laid down in the 134tli wiUiout special permit- 
artide, in regard to re-bearing. »ion pf the court. 

Art. 145. — Independent ' of these regulations, the Right of the court ad 
court appealed to shall be authorized to order such fur- quem to order fortber 
ther proceeding, or the production oT such further do- proceedings &c. 
cumentSy as the discovery of truth, — the protection of 
innocence, — and the administration of equal and impar- 
tial justice shall require. 

Art. 146.— Finally, it is hereby declared, that the l.^,^ wgqUtions, &e. 
laiv^, proclamations,' and regulations after-mentioned, heieky aonulled. 
»hall henceforth be null and void, so far as the same re- . ^ 

late to crimes and misdemeanours, and have been hereby 
partly or wholly altered or modified, to wit : — 
a.J Tlie ordinance on the mode o( proceeding in cri- 
minal cases, dated the 9th of July, 1750, 
b.) The ordinance on the government of the country 

districts, dated the 24th of October, 1805. ' 

c.) The proclamation, relative to the commission of ' 

circuit, dated the ]6th of May, 1811. 
d,) .The proclamation in regard to witness'es and the 

removal of prisoners, dated the Sd of Septem- . '- 

ber, 1813. 
e,) The proclamation, respecting the proceedings in 
open court, dated the '25th of September, 1813. 
f.)- The proclamation, respecting the mode of pro- 
ceeding, in regard to seizures and confiscations, 
and the sale thereof, dated the 21st of October, 
1814. 
gj The proclamation, respecting the jurisdiction of 
the respective boards of the landdrost and heem- 
raden, in criminal cases, dated the 18th of July, 
1817. 
k.) The proclamation, respecting master, servants, 

. and apprentices, dated the 26th of June, 1818. . 
u) The proclamation, relative to appeals in criminal 

cases, dated the 26th of August, 1818, — And 
kO 'Hi^ proclamation, in regard to defaulters, dated 

the 1st of January, 1819' 
And in order that no person may plead Ignorance 
heregl, these presents, shall be published as usual. 

Thus doBe and decreexl in. the court of juftdce^at the 
GSape of Good Hope, the 2d day of September, 1819, 
and published the 4th day of December following.. . { ; i 

(Signed) J. A. T rut br, Chief Justice. . 

By order of the .chief justice and iQembers of the. court, 
.. . , (Signed) . D. F. Bbkra^oe, Secretary. • , . 

Fiat J * 

(Signed) Charles Henry Somerset. 
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INSTRUCTIONS 

Far the Sequestrator, and other Funetimaries of his De- 
partment t ^ontaimng likewise^ an Ordinance for thejudi' 
dal Administration of Estates, andjor the Execution of 
Civil Sentences. 

CHAPTER L 
OSVERAL REOVLATIOX9. 

A&T, 1. — The judicial regulation and administration of insol- 
^rent aad otker estates, as w^l as the execution of civil sentences, 
which has hitherto been vested with the chamber for regulating 
tnsohreiit estates, shall, in future, be effected by a Sequestrator, 
asttSled by. a Cashier, who is at the same time to act as Asmtant 
Seqweatrtntor; a Head Clerk, a Book-keeper, three Ordinary Clerks, 
and two Messengers, 

S. The duties of the sequestrator shall be carried on under die 
iflunediate supenntendance of the court of jusdce, whose ordinary 
assembly be shall be obliged to attend^ and make a written report 
of all his proceedings Moce the last court day. 

3. All the monies received by the sequestrator, shall immedi- 
ately be paid into the discount bank, and all payment9 to be made 
by the sequestralpr, shall be done by dndt or check, signed by the 
cashier and assistant sequestrator, on the bank, with which a run- 
ning cash account is to be kept. 

4. The sequestrator, assisted by the head clerk, shall keep a 
4ay4xx>k, in which all the daily transactions of the sequestrafoi^s 
department shall be entered. 

5. This day-book, toeether with the cash-book, and cash ac- 
•count with the bank, duly made up to the date in which the coxirt 
assemble, shall be exhibited by the sequestrator every ordinary 
court day, in order to be examiined by every member of the cotift. 

6. The sequestrator, assistant sequestrator, or head cletk, shall 
be present at all public sales, for the same purpose as they were 
attended, during the ekif^lence of the chamber for regulating Jniol- 
vent estates, by one or more 6f its members; wbile^ for £e rest, 
the sales shall be held in the usual manner, by a vendue clerk, and 
oneof the messengers, as auetioiieer, 

7* All inveotbnes shfall betaken in presence of the sequestrator, 
or the assistant secfoestralor, on which occasion the head clerk 
shall acgt in the Moe capacity a^ the- secretory of the chamber has 
hitherto done. 
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S. The bbbk« of the adipmntration of this dbpwtmeiit ilwH fa«^ 
regularly closed at the expiration of every vear, and agitend 
statefnent «ade out from the saihe, whlclt^.beme aaietf by^he 
Mqties^ator^ th»ifttaiit sequestrator and^ bookrkee|>&, &Bt\\ hkhM 
before the court of justice, sind by Ibe court £uurwai4ed Co lie |^ 
I'tttiior, for the time being, with such remarks thereon as tb^ oonrt 
nay: deetn^aeoeisuT. 

9^ The following ^11 belong to the department of the^seqiHes* 
Irator : 

Ist^ The e|(tate8 of all those who, in consequence of inability to 
.pay^their creditors, are obliged to stop payment. ' > 

fid, AU uaadministered estates, with the exception, however^ of 
' those the administration of which is charged >to tbedirphaii 
, ch€unber, by its, instructions or other special law. 
3d^ The estates of those whose persons and properties may: kanre 
been placed under carotorship, or any oAier commiKsloa, by 
the court of justice, unless there may exist' sufficient reatotis 
for some other prorision^ 
4tl^ And fltially, the carrying into effect all crri) sentences* fffO<^ 
nounced by any of the courts of law in this eolonyy with' the 
exception of those only, the execution of which is vt^ted^wthh 
the boards of landdrost and heemiraden, by the 5dd and 5kltb 
Attkles of the Proclamation of the l6th May, 1841. 
10. The court of justice shaill be at liberty, attbe request of^be 
majority iof the creditors of an insolrent estate, -^t tit^qfmiaf 
deeming such necessarry to> appoint one or merre of'the^^pvincipal 
eredttOf^ to act; in conjunction with the sequestrator^ aseufiitorft 
for tfie interest of the joint creditors^ 

11: The sequestrator and assistant sequestrator «haU five good 
And sufficient secunty for the due and faithfol performance ^f> all 
their duties, the former in a sum of fifteen, and the latter iB< a soni 
often thousand rix-dollars, in order to recover thei^^rom^all^uch 
damage and loss, ks may accrme to the interest^ piinies bytbeir 
adtninistration, either through wilfuHmproprietv' or neglect. 
. 12. In the charging of fees and other costs, the seqUeelrator <is 
10 be i^gulated by the tarrff annexed to these instnlctions, of wHieb 
a copy is to be hung up in his office, for the information- and 'giiid« 
ance of all those whom it may concern. 

CHAPTER II. 

Of Insolvent ^ Unadmnistered, and other Estates^ hehm^g to ihe 
Department of the Sequestrator, 

13. When* any person 'be so situated as to iie unable to fil^y his 
creditors, and that he produces sufficient proof of bft-^awlilylo 
pay, the sequestrator shally M hist request, <iake:his^t»s«iile<«nder 
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' scfquestrotion^ for the purpose hereafter prescdbed by tht following 
articles.. 

' ' 14. The same shall take place when more than one sentence 
is to be executed against the debtor, and that the debtor's estate 
appears to the. sequestrator to be insufficient to satisfy all exetu^ 
tioos brought against him ; while, in such cases, the estate shall 
be put under sequestration, without any application from the 
debtor or creditors. 

15. In like manner, after a person's decease, when the heirs^ 
whether ex UUamento or ab intestato^ may not^eem proper to enter 
on the estate nmpUdter^ or under the benefit of an inventory, nor 
tB avail themselves of the right of deliberation, suc^ estates shall 
be.pjit under sequestration in the above-mentioned manner, on the 
application of one or more of the creditors, producing sufficient 
vouchers of the validity of their claims, and after examination, if 
necessary, in presence of a commissioner from the court of justice, 
of the persons belonging to the house or estate of the deceased. 

16. When an assignment of property (cesno botiorumj has been 
granted to any one by the court of justice, the estate of the' assigner 
ahali be entered upon as insolvent by the sequestrator, aud by him 
administered and brought to a settlement. 

« < !?• :The same shall be observed with respect to estates of de- 
ceased persons, which may be delivered over as insolvent by the 
orphan chamber ; as also with regard to such estates as may be 
j«pudiated by the legal heirs or executors : while such heirs or 
executors are hereby specially ordered to give due notice thereof 
to the sequestrator, exhibiting an authentic copy of the act of re* 
pudiation executed by them, and this within fourteen days after 
thepasMng of such act ; otherwise the repudiation shall be consi- 
dered as not having been made, and no judgment given thereon in 
any case. 

> 18. As soon as an estate be put under sequestration, or entered 
upon as insolvent,' the sequestrator, assisted by the head clerk, 
shall. repair to the house of the debtor, or where the estate may 
otherwise be, and there immediately seal the chests, desks, office, 
and whatever else may be deemed necessary, as also place the 
books and papers in security; and further, in case U may be con- 
sidered requisite, deliver over the estate into the charge of the 
messenger, or some other person duly authorized thereto ; of all 
which the sequestrator shall make report forthwith to the chief 
justice. 

19. This charge of the estate shall, however, be succeeded, as 
soon as possible, by such measures, either under security for the 
re«lelivery of the goods belonging to the estate, or otherwise, as 
may *be most conducive to the preservation of the estate in the 
-least possible eicpensive manner. 

Should the house where the estate lies, be uninhabited, or 
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abandoned by the debtor, the charge of the same shall not be 
given to a messenger; but shall, after the books, papers^ and ef- 
fects of value be properly secured, be judrciaDy locked up by the* 
sequestrator. ♦ - 

ko. Should any person conceive to have grounds to oppoise the 
taking possession or the estate, he is to address himself by meme^ 
rial to the court of justice, exhibiting such vouchers as can tend-ta 
prove the grounds of his opposition ; which mfemorral, with thcf 
documents annexed, shall be referred to the ; sequestrator, for his 
remarks, should he have any, and who having made his report? 
in writing, the court shall decide thereon, according to the circum-* 
stances of the case. j. : 

The sealing being once commenced by the sequestrator, riialt 
nevertheless be proceeded in, with assistance, in case of forcible 
opposition, from the fiscars office ; while in this case the costs of 
the sealing shall be defrayed by the opponents, who shall moreover 
be punished according to the exigencies of the case. * 

- 21. One of the principal duties of the sequestrator is to cause aif 
inventory to be immediately made, in his presence, of the estate, 
by the bead clerk and the messenger, which being completed,* 
shall be signed, under oflfer of oath, by the debtor, or by those 
found in the estate, who have made the return of the effects j and 
as soon as the sequestrator may discover any thing further be^ 
longing to the estate, the same shall be immediately added to the 
inventory. ' 

22. The sequestrator shall be obliged, with the previous know-^ 
ledge of the chief justice, or should it be deemed expedient by ihe 
same, on the authority of the full court, after due investigation^ 
forthwith to convert into money all perishable articles ; and fur- 
ther, to collect, through the messenger, as far as possiWe, all the 
outstanding debts ; all of which monies shall be dealt with as pre- 
scribed in Article 3. 

23. As soon as an estate be put under sequestration, or entered 
upon as insolvent, all executions against the same shall immedi* 
ately cease, and all pending proceedings, which from their nature 
ought to be continued for the benefit of the estate, shall be further 
carried on by the sequestrator ; but such, the prosecution of whidh 
may not appear advisable to him, after taking legal advice, shaH 
be terminated with every possible dispatch, either by arbitration 
or in some other convenient manlier. 

* 24. Should any doubt exist as to the legality of any claims 
either in favour of or against the debtor, the sequestrator shall be 
at liberty, in order to prevent expensive proceedings, and facili- 
tate the speedy settlement of the estate, to bring such case to the 
cognizance of the sitting commissioner of the court of justice, 
^ho, after a summary investigation, and should there appe|ir ne 
reason to the contrary, if necessary on oath, of one of ihe parties^ 



fthaH 4eqi<le tbe basitieis : reservingr haw9Witr to^ tkf party qistr 
the Tight of appeid Um the fnU eotitty fhoukl the amooatiit whick 
he be condeniipe^ exceed Jkr^hfifiindrapMbKrM^O^^prnap^ 

^5. When a debtor^ whose estate has been pat under -aeqiies*. 
|ni|iQ% wish^ to «iter into all arraageoieDt with his:cre4itiprr,fhe 
debtQrishanjbe obli^» within eight days aftei( Ae 8eqiiestiatiiQli« 
9bonld he. reside in toWtt» or in the counl^ry within a reasdnabln 
tiiAe» according to the distance of his reMde|ice,(to deliver in to^ 
thu sequestrator the proposals or plan for such anrangement, when 
Iher alceady apcept^ and signed by any of his creditors or not* 
tether with^ a list of all those who bate not^^ si^d« speeiljfiiig 
their names, places of abode, amount of their claims, as also the 
iNSMkes of the bail who have become security or the debtor, and the 
yaif n; or mortgagie pledged for the debt. . r 

2& He. shaU also be obliged, under the dipapjtioa of tbe s^uea^ 
trator, to make out a regular and exapt account and balance of faia 
estate, with a faithful. statement of the. debts due by and to thi^ 
famej if nectary, under offer of oath, ''That such is a full and 
** true account and bal^ice ; and that he is actually indebted the 
'^ sums stated therein, and that h^ has not male fide cooceale4 th^ 
'^naipes of any of his creditors;'' which account audi* balance^ to^ 
fether with the pi^pers of the estate^ shall be delivered over to th^ 
sequestrator. 

S7« The documents mentioned in the 2Sth and 36th Articles 
being delivered to the sequestrator, he shall examine them without 
delay, in order to see whether or not the debtor should be allowed 
to. piake such proposal to his creditors, which s^l not be the case^ 
sj^ld it appear ^ the se«|iQestrator, that the estate is so much 
loaded with {^referent dabts, thai after the payment thereof, ]ittl^<Nr 
Wtimg would remain to be distributed among the concurrent 
cieditoiJS ; and in g^eral, when there is a probability that the pro^ 
posals will not be accepted by bis creditors, or that the debtor 
pW not be .able to fulfil them ; a|so not, wheii the debtor, either by 
keeping back or concealing of property, bv fnakjtdt secreting 
hooks, papers, or outstanding debts, by wilfully concealii^ thf 
•asMis of any creditor, by secretly benf fitipg one afatftve the o^ier^ 
or by any other indirect or culpable cixiduct, shall be iipund un? 
HTjOAby oi such indulgence, 

. S9, When a debtor has been refused by the sequestratfr t? 
make a proposal to his creditort^ he shall be at liberty, should b^ 
ooMejvebitnsdf aggrieved thereby, to memorial the ooui^of jus* 
tka» within three days after supb refusal, whjen the co|^ l^iiifsg 
|Ni^iottdy heard the report of the sequestratoiv will de^id^^c^rA- 
mg to the circumstance of Ihe case^ But should the sequ^trator 
fip^ to an arrangement with the creditors, tbeptonosala, together 
with the docuiitients mentioned in the 25th aiid 2$th Ajtic)f»,.sha)l 
remain for a reasonable tinne^ in proportion to tb^ di«fa>H!a of ihf 
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creditors" places, of abode^ in the sequestrator's officei.of some 
other convenient place, for their inspection and signature, and who 
shali be at liberty, at their own expense, to take extracts or cppies 
of the same; of which due notice shall be given in two saccessive 
gazettes. 

29* A creditor refusing to s'^ the proposed arrangement^ihlr 
bail, provided he or tbev have paid the creditor the sum for which 
they were security, shall be considered as creditors in the place of 
the original creditor, and for the same amount, and as such allowed 
to sign the proposals ; but a creditor^ having signed himself, shall 
not cpma upon the bail for any further sum than he has a right 
to, by virtue of siich arrangement with the debtor ; neither shall 
he have any further claim on the pawn or mortgage which ha» 
been pledged for the debt, than for tha^ amount to which he is eur 
titled by his ajgreement with the debtor. 

SO. What is prescribed in the five preceding Articles, shall 
be likewise observed in such cases as are mentioned in Article 15^ 
when the heirs of the estate under sequestration be willing to enter 
into an arrangement with the creditors, and who, in such case, 
shall be considered in so far as the representatives of the deceased 
debtor. And that the heirs of such estate may not be ignorant of 
its being under sequestration, the sequestrator shall be obliged; a» 
soon as the estate be delivered into his charge, to send written 
notice thereof to the house of the known heirs, and if the heirs be 
abroad, by letter ; or if unknown, by advertisement in the gazette ^ 
unless, should the heirs be absent or abroad, the sequestrator may 
think*it more advantageous for the estate to act otherwise ; io 
which case the court of justice, on application ftrom the seques- 
trator^ will make such disposition respecting the estate as the cir« 
cumstances of the case may require, 

31. It shall be the sequestrator's duty, durikig the time that 
the proposals and documents mentioned in Article 26, remain for 
the inspection of creditors^ to use every endeavour to induce tberd 
to accept of the proposed terms. Afler the ex jpi ration of the time 
prescribed, the creditors who have not yet signed, shall be sum- 
^moned by written notice sent to their hoiises, or in case of being 
abroad, by letters, and also by advertisement in the gazette, to 
appear either personally or by proxy, at the sequestrator's offic^ 
on a certain fixed day, who is then to hear them i and, if possible, 
hadttce them to accept of the proposals. While those thois called 
upon, who do not appear, shall be considered as having acceded 
to the terms proposed.. 

32. The sequestrator shall be at liberty, should it be proposed 
by one or more of the creditors, and considered eligible by him, 
to obligp the joint creditors, or one or more of them, to make oath 
that they have not entered into any other agreement with the 
ddbtor, nor that one of them has been favoured above the other ; 
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and also that they are bona Jide creditors to the amount specified' 
in the proposals, or claimed by them. 

33. After this meeting, a list shall be made out of the claims 
of those creditors who have not signed in such manner, that the 
|>referent debts be kept separate from the concurrent, ones; 

When the claims of the concurrent creditors, who havetiot ac- 
ceded td the proposals, amount together to 5 p^r cent, or the 
'twentieth part of the whole amount of the debts, the proposals shall 
be declared as annulled, even should the amount of the debtor's 
estate be found fully sufficient to make such payment. 

But when both the preferent and concurrent claims of the cre- 
ditors, who have not acceded 16 the proposals, agreeably to the 
above regulations, do not amount to the sum required for annulling 
the proposals, the proposed arrangement shall be then declared as 
duly effected. 

' 34. When the arrangement be concluded, the same, should 
there exist no reason to the contrary, shall be approved of by the 
court of justice ; for which purpose, the sequestrator shall trans- 
mit to the court the necessary written proposals, annexing thereto 
all the papers in his possession relative to the estate. 

35. rhe effect of an arrangement so concluded, is, that the 
estate shall be immediately released from sequestration, on pay- 
ment of the costs incurred ; of which a regular act shall be formed 
and lodged in the sequestrator's office, in order to the estate being 
!then given up to the interested parties. 

The debtor shall, in such case, be obliged first to pay to- the pre- 
ferent creditors, who have not signed or acceded to the arriinge- 
ment, the full amount of their claims, and afterwards those of ^e 
other creditors, in the same manner prescribed in the arrange- 
ment : reserving, however, to such concurrent creditors as have 
not signed, after payment be made by the debtor, their right to 
come upon the bail for the deficiency. 

36. The agreement entered into shall not affect those creditors 
who do not appear on the list, and consequently who have 
not been summoned, provided they declare, on oath, that they 
were not informed in time of the sequestration of the estate, and 
proposals for arrangement, and that the contrary cannot be proved. 
* 37. The debtor failing to comply strictly with the agreement 
entered into, and this appearing to the sequestrator ; or whetl the 
debtor, even after effecting the arrangement by any indirect or 
faithless conduct, as mentioned in Article 27f may be found tm- 
worthy of the privilege of compromising with his creditors, the 
estate shall immediately be re-taken possession of by the seqUes- 
'trator, and declared insolvent. 

38. The same shall have place when the debtor himself declares, 
on the sequestrator's entering on the administration of his estate, 
it to be his wish thatthe same should be administered as insolvent; 
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Of when no arrang/emeiit has been proposed within the time pre* 
BcHbed in Article. 25, or proposals being made, refused by .the 
sequestrator, for the reasons mentioned in Article 27.; or when 
the proposed arrangement is not agreed to. While in all cases 
mentioned in this and the preceding article, the estate, shall imme* 
diately.be administered as, insolvent, and brought to a settlement 
as speedily as possible, by the sequestrator* 

^ 39* From the moment that aii estate is declared insolvent, .the 
sequestrator shall be considered as in the. full possession and acU 
ministration of the same; and from that moment also, all co« 
directidn of a debtor, whose estate was under sequestration, shall 
entirely cease. 

. 40. As soon as an estate is declared insolvent, the sequestrator 
shall advertise it in the Gazette, at the same time prescribing to the 
creditors a period of six weeks ; within which they are to traoa- 
mit their claims to the sequestrator's office for registration, ac- 
companied with the necessary vouchers of the legality thereof,- on 
pain of deprivation of their rights ; but should the known or supr 
posed creditors be absent, or abroad, this term shall be ext^ded 
according to the circumstances, and at the same time notice heneof 
given them in the best, possible manner. 

. Creditors, who, after the expiration of the prescribed time, but 
previous to the dividend of the estate, may bring in their claims^ 
shall forfeit all right of action against the estate, unless they can 
|>rove, and, if required, make oadi, that they were ignorant of the 
insolvency, or of the advertisement in the Gazette, and prevented 
by legal reasons from giving in their claims within the period pre* 
s^rib^ ; but the estate being once distributed, they shall forfeit 
«U right against either the estate or the other creditors. Furtheri 
the publication of 4th September, 1S05, respecting transfers, ces* 
sions, pledges, and other securities, entered into by the debtor 
within twenty^eight days previous to the insolvency, is to be o^ 
sidered as if it were here inserted. 

41. The sequestrator shall, as speedy as possible, collect in the 
outstanding debts ; abd the landed and movable property belon^<> 
jng to the estate shall be sold by public sale, after being adver- 
tized in the Gazette, agreeably to the usage here, and the proceeds^ 
of the sales, as well as the debts collected, dealt with as directed 
by dbe 3d Art. Prom this sale, however, shall be specially exr 
cepted the daily wearing apparel of the debtor and his family, the 
bedsteads and bedding which thev sleep on, and which they^re^* 
Squire, together with the necessary household furniture ; and should 
die debtor, or any of his family, exercise any trade or handi- 
craft for their subsistence, in such case, the requisite tools thereto ; 
of all which, a list shall be made out and deposited in the sequea*' 
7traior*s office, who, in this respect, is to act entirely according to 
' • • . V -f 
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the circumstances of the case, leaping In view the sitiiatiofi iit 
life, and age of the debtor. 

49. As soon as the sequestrator has advanced so far in the ad*- 
ministration and settlement of an estate, that he can ascertain the 
amount of its value, he shall make out an exact account and 
balance of the same, containing the proceeds of the sales, both of 
the landed and movable property, together with the debts already 
coHected or still outstanding," and every thing else appertaining to 
the estate, as also all debts due by the same ; of which account,' 
the sequestrator shall lay before the court a copy, signed by him, 
on the next ensuing court-day. 

49. The proceeds of the estate shall be dbtribnted, first to thtf 
preferent creditors, in the order in which they respectively suc- 
ceed, and then the remainder among the concurrent creditors, by 
dividend ; for which purpose, the sequestrator, after having made 
out an account of the estate, shall form a plan of distribution, 
containing first the preferent debts, agreeably to the above-men- 
tioned order, and should any balance remain for the concurrent 
creditors, then the manner in which such ought to be divided 
amongst them. 

44. The plan of distribution being made out, shall remain, to» 
gether with the account and papers of the estate, in the sequestra- 
toi^s ofiioe, for the space of fourteen days, or longer, according t^ 
^ distance of the residence of the creditors, for their inspection, 
and who shall be at liberty to take copies or extracts from th^ 
tame, at their own expense ; of all which the sequestrator is to 
give timely notice by advertisement in the Gazette. 

45. The creditors shall be at liberty, in so far as the interest of 
their claims may require, to take their remarks in writing against 
the plan of distribution, within the above-mentioned period. Also, 
should the creditors conceive themselves injured in their rights by 
ihe {)lan of preference and concurrence, they shall be at ^berty, 
within the said period, to institute proceedings against the sequel 
trator before the court of justice, for such purpose as they tks^ 
deem advisable ; in which case, the suit shall be terminated with 
all possible despatch, either de piano before the sitting commis- 
sioner, or before the full court, by weekly terms. But the above- 
mentioned time being expired, no remarks will be received firoiA 
the ^creditors, nor any proceedings respecting preference or coo- 
ctnrence allowed them. 

46. After the expiration of the period prescribed by Art. 44, 
*Uie plan of preference and concurrence, with ihe account and bn^ 
lance, and further papers, relative both to the estate and to thte 
verification of the aeveral claims ; as also, the remarks sent in by 
the creditors, shall be forwarded by the sequestrator to the couttof 
justice, together with a schedule of all these documents, duly let- 
tered and numbered. 



47. Hie busings beiag in tliis manfi^ brought to the cogni^ 
sauce of the 'court of justice, the documients sent in by the sequet- 
trator, as also, in case of any action being instituted by the 
creditors respecting the preference and concurrence, the doc«^ 
ments appertaining to such action, after the proceedings theroili 
'shall have been closed, shall, as speedily as possible, fa^ made a 
subject of deliberation by the court, which shall decide and give 
judgment on the right of preference and concurrence, according 
to the circumstances of the case. 

48. This sentence of preference and concurrence being given 
and pronounced, the sequestrator must wait ten days after the 
promulgation, which having expired without an appeal being 
voted by any of the creditors against the same, he is to apply t» 
the secretary of the court, from whom he will then receive back 
the papers, with the sentence, and thereupon immediately proceed 
-to make the payments, agreeably to the manner prescribed 
thereby. The creditors, on receiving the sums allotted to them, 
shall not be bound to give any security for the restitution thereof; 
-but should an appeal against the sentence of preference and con- 
cunrence be made by any of the creditors, the payment shall be 
only provisional, and saving the appeal, in which case the credi* 
tors shall be obliged to give security de restiiuendo. 

49. In order to give all possible celerity to the settlement of 
estates, the sequestrator shall have the right to give in payment to 
the creditors, instead of cash, such actions or claims belonging to 
the debtor as could not yet be collected, of equal value and secu- 
rity however as cash, and which can be considered as such. 

50. The proceeds of all small estates not exceeding the sum of 
four hundred rix-dollars, after deduction of the expenses, shall be 
divided, without any form of process, by the sequestrator, among 
the creditors. 

For this purpose, the known and unknown creditors must be 
summoned by messages, letters, or advertisement in the Gazette, 
« month belore, or longer, should circumstances require, to ap^ 
pear on a certain day at the office of the sequestrator, who, hav* 
iiig heard the parties, will, in case of dispute respecting the pre- 
ference and concurrence, decide immediately, smd de ptano^ 
wherefrom no appeal will be allowed ; on which the divid^id 
shall be forthwith made, agreeably to the decision of the seques- 
trator. 

6K Shoitid it appear to the sequestrator, previous to the sen- 
tence of preference and qotlCurrence being given, that the estate 
H suflicient for the payment of one or tfnore notorious preferent 
debts, aad that he is enabled to pay these debts, either from the 
monies already collected, or from the outstanding liquid claims^ 
which, as possessing a fixed and prescribed value^ can be gi^«n to 
the preferent creditors, instead of cash, he shall be oMge^ to 

u 2 
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tendor to &ucb creditors the firoviaioBal p^ymeuk of their ^maiuif^r 
'however under security de restUueiMlQ ; 'wl iik c«8^ of refuiwl H> 
'Aocept the tendered pay naeDty«ucb. creditors shall. not. be allowed 
4o charge any interest to the insolvent estate, . from the day of 
ihcir refusal. 

J In like manner, the prefercnt creditors, seeing that the amount 
0f the estate is sufficient, after deduction of the more prefenent 
debts, to pay Iheir claims, and being able, summariiyy to prove it, 
they may apply, by memorial, to the court of justice, praying, 
ttbat the sequestrator be authorized to pay their claims, in n^aaner 
«ik1 under the conditions above-mentioned, which memorial being 
jeferrefd to the sequestrator, and he having reported, thereon, the 
court will decide pn the same, as the exigencies of the case, m^ay 
wquire. 

52. All insolvent and other estates, the adm.iaistration and set* 
;tiemcnt of which are charged to the sequestrator, by these insiruc- 
.tions, saving the provisional payment .qi notp^ious, preferent debtq, 
;as prescribed in the preceding article, shall be brought to a i^nal 
-settlement, in Cape. Town and the Cape districtf withni .si^ 
months ; in the districts of Stellenbosch and Tulba^h^ within Jiipe 
jaoiHhs ; and in the other country districts, .within twelve months 
from the day of the sale. 

And in case any l^al cause may prevent the. strict observance 

' hereof, the sequestrator is to give due notice of the same in his 

^writtf n weekly report to the court of justice, in order that such 
provision may be made therein, as the circumstances of the case 
may require. 

* 53. VVheu the sentence of preference and coueurreiice shall 
have obtained the force of a definitive judgment, by no appesl 

: having be^n made by any of the creditors, within the. ten days 
prescribed by law, the debtor shall be at liberty to mldress-tbe 
court of justice by memorial, for .an act of rehabilitation, provided 

, that he has, in every respect, acted hpnestly aiul uprightly, aiyl 
that iie, neither before nor after his insolvency* has been.gnilty pf 
any of the misdemeanours or indirect conduct menjtipni^ in Ar- 
ticle 27; which he must prove to the court, >y annepci^gto his 
memorial, a declaration, signed by a majority of his. cieditent, 
making more than half of the amount of the debts and of the 

• iMunhei of his creditors, as alf o by the seque§tratpr« 

This memorial being received by the court, shall be referred to 
the sitting cpmmissiqner, who is thereupon to summon and hear 
the creditors who have, not signed, and should he deem it neces- 
sary,, cause the debtor to .make oath, ' That he^ has obtained the 
Vdeclaratiour of his .creditors, annexed to. hjs me^iprial,; without 

. f craft or fraud, and withoqt having bribed any, of them, diiectly 

t ' or indk(y:tly/ On which the cpipmissiouer having made his^ 
report,, the court will finally dispose osi the memorial.. . . t 



T 54. WhehHiS? vei(iieifc of the ^bt()r be <!icHn|>)i^d:.vri(b, ad act 
^hall be prepared in the secrftary'b odiGe of th(e qourl. of justice, 
stating: — >* That the debtor, botE preyious and suHequent to 'his 

* insolvency, acted, in every respect, as an honest and upright 

* man ;'— that he is, there/ore, worthy the privileges grao^ by 

* thi9 ordinance to such debtors, consisting .herdn ; that he is. fully 

* discharged and acquitted from all the claims of hts creditors, 

* excepting what has been adjudged them by the sentence of pre- 
*. fcrenoe and concurrence ;: and that lie may trade and negociate 
*' as before, and which privileges are granted to him by thispuUic 

* act, accordingly.' This act shuU be ratified by the signature of 
the chief justice, and of the secretary of the court, in the usual 
niannery and the. great seal of the court afllxed thereto. And that 
no person may plead ignorance thereof, it shall be published and 
affixed, as customary. 

55. Every thing sibove prescribed respecting sequestrated and 
insolvent estates, shall also be observed, in so far as the nature of 
the case will allow, with regard to other estates or property, 
iiFhich, although golveni, must be administered and brought^ to a 
settiement by the sequestrator, in which administrati<m he must 
act cdnformabl^y io the laws and usages in observance here, on 
this head. 

56. The following arc to be considered as the estates and pro* 
perties meant by the preceding Article : — 

> § a. The estates of lunatics and spendthrifts, which are placed 
in the hands of irostfses (curators,) by decree of the court of 
justice. The court is, however, at liberty, in partictilar 
cases, and should there exist sufficient reasons thereto, to 
appoint other trustees over such persons, and their effects. 

§ b. The estatps of those who, in consequence of a crimiiial 
accusation, arc detained in custody, or imprisoned for crime, 
unless they may have provided for the administration of their 
property themselves. Likewise, the estates of those who 
have laid violent hands on themselves, and who are, there* 

' fore, sutject to penal law ; such estates, however, to be im- 
mediately given up to those who can prove their just right 
thereto. 

§ c. The estates of all persons dying in this colony, whose 
heirs are minors, or abroad, should no provision be made 4br 
their administration, or the appointed administrators, guar- 
dians, or executors, absent or deceased ; and if, at the same 
time, the orphan chamber be excluded, by will, from the 
administration. 

§ d. All property found in this colony, the owners of which are 
not here, unknown, or missing, and for the administration of 
which no person has been appointed, or of which the admi- 
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iiisMtor ha$ absented Umself, or k dead, ivftliout hiNing 
substitute or surrognted any poraoii in his steacl. 
§ e\ The joint estates of married persons, who* have been wpa^ 
rated, by judicial sentence, from bed, board, and commuaity 
of property, or when a divorce has been decreed ;- wbich 
estates must be brought to a settlement, as much as possible,* 
wtth the concurrence^ and to the satisfaction of both the se* 
parated parties, and thereupon divided, according to iaw« 
Should the separated parties, however, memorial the court of 
Imttce, the court is authorized to dispense with the sequettntor^s 
interference, and to make such other disposUien respecting the 
ditiston of the estate, as the court may deem proper. 

57. No person shall be at liberty, on his own authority, to taka 
or keep possession of any of the estates mentioned in these in* 
structions, but every possessor of any such, must immediately 
give notice to the sequestrator's office, on pain of being obliged to 
make good the damage occasioned thereby, to the interested parw 
ties, over and above a fine of one hundred rix-dollars, in case tba 
said notification be not made within three days after the ilfegal 
possession, and after that the circumstance of such property having 
Mleii under public administration, shall have come to his know* 
ledge ; all saving such criminal action as the fiscal, IL O. may 
conceive it necessary to institute against those who have thereby 
been guilty of fraud or intentional malversation. The provision^ 
contained in the proclamation of the 15th October, 1813, ** Re- 
Bpecting Testamentary Executors, who* continue in the adminis* 
tration of estates after the same have appeared to be insolvent," 
fluoreover, remaining in full force. 

' And when an estate falls under the administration of the se- 
qitestrator^ by virtue of a judicial decree or Sentence ; as ako, 
when a person be liable to penal law, by criminal custody, or 
i;rime, immediate information is to be given thereof to the seques- 
trator's office, in the former case, by the secretary of the court of 
justice, and in the latter, by his Majesty's fiscal. 

58. When the estates mentioned in Article 56, §§ a and e, are 
not administered and brought to a settlement by the sequestrator, 
the public sales of the same, however, shall be held br him, as 
Tenduc-master, and the proceeds thereof, after deduction of the 
expenses, paid to the interested parties, three months after the 
sale. 

CHAFIER 111 

Of tie Execution of Ckil SetUences^ 

59.* No person shall be at liberty to lay over any sentence for 
execution, against which the party cast has appealed, unless such 
appeal shall have been declared null and void by the competent 



eoaii; or rniless Ae scfitriice^ AotMilhstoncliBg the. appeal, be. 
declared liable to exeoutioD, under secunly. 

Si^raiuiuated seeteoces may aot eid^r be laid at execution, 
without A previous decree ot the court of justice thereto ; neither 
sentenceft to which any condition is attached, unless such condU 
tkn be previously complied with. 

£d« AH those wishing io put a s^itence in force, with the exe- 
cution of which the sequestrator is charged, must summon and 
le-summoM the condemned party to compliance by the messenger 
of the court, which gave, the sentence, in manner hitherto in 
ofaservaiicehere$ on which the sentence, together with the act of 
summons and rc-tummons, as also the report of the messenger, 
aball be d^vered into the sequestrator's office, in order to becar* 
lied into execution. Sentences by v/hich fforata exaxtio is.de* 
creed, are to be delivered over to the sequestrator, without any 
previous summons* 

* 6U \n case the sentence to be laid for execution, is for the 
payment of a certain sum of money, the sequestrator shaU, as 
aaon as possible, summon the debtor to appear before him, in 
oixier to pay the debt, with the costs; or either in person, or by 
proxy duly authorized, to make a return of, and point out to the 
sequestrator, such and so much property, from the sale of which 
the debt, with the costs, can be paid ; and should the debtor com* 
ply herewith, no charge. shall be made for such attendance. 

62. On the non-fq)pearance or refusal of the debtor, or some 
^enon on his behalf, the sequestrator, or assistant sequestrator, 
assisted by the head, or one of the other clerks, and a messenger, 
shall repair to the house of the debtor,^ithin twenty-four hours, 
should he live in town, or in the vicinity ; or if in the country, 
within so many days' distance as he resides from Cape Town, and 
there demand, that so much property be pointed out, as the 
sequestrator, or assistant sequestrator, may deem sufficient to 
satisfy the sentence ; which property shall be immediately inven* 
loried, and a judicial attachment laid on the same. 

6S, Should this demand be refused, the sequestrator, without 
requiring any other authority, and if necessary, assisted by the 
fiscars officers, or such other strong power, as may be attainable 
at the time, shall immediately lay an attachment, under inven- 
tory, on as much mowUde property belonging to the debtor, as he 
nay deem sufficient to satisfy the execution ; of which a regular 
act shall be made out, and signed by the sequestrator, or assistant 
sequestrator, tc^ether with the head or other clerks, and delivered 
to the debtor. 

64. The above-mentioned shall not, however, have place, should 

the sentence declare any particular property to be specially 

bound, and liable to execution for the debt; but in this case 

^Buch property mu>t first be sold : or if a person be condemned. 
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noiiMi lilt oMf» wBeamst^^hv^'kk hts^iOttpm^mMf^ifheA the 
property not bein^ pointad -out^ the- MqiMstffttor ebidl iKit^^o tm 
with tbe exeGa&n/lnit pp ^ c^ ed : thaneto^iif umittRmiiig tlie party 
fiondenmd, to comply OD pain of cohfinenffiBi, m^tfae. flame mon^ 
aerv as against tboae^ wlio are condeaaeii^ to tbe perfermaiice of 
any act of deed; from which confinement, however, tine pait; 
shall beifiieed, wkeil he ean sbow«of conirm on oath, -that. he has 
BOl;ttny>pioperty in his possession asaf^sntj'which he coitldpbint 
Otttv^beiewith to satisfy ^e execution. 

!.i65. When.the ptoptrty is attached, the soqaestn^r- 4s to be 
lindemtood as having the immediate possession ; and he is to.tahe 
special care, either by placing a trusty person in charge, by^ taking 
security, or by other sufficient measures, that i the goods be: not 
makj^ convey^ away, or in any other manner withdrawn* from 
hisidiarge. ^ 

66. Under this charge, however, the property is not to remmn 
longer than fourteen days, on the ex^ratton of which, if the 
debtor has not paid in the mean time, or satisfied the crtnlitor in 
some other manner, the goods are to be publicly, sold, in presence 
of the sequestrator, or assistant sequestrator, having beenprevi* 
oosly. advertized, in the usual manner, in two succeeding Ga^ 
aettes. These fourteen days, however, shall be extended in the 
same manner as prescribedin Article 6% to so many days' longer, 
as tbe. place where the sale is to be held, is days' distance from 
Cape Town. 

67. The debtor having paid the creditiH* within fouitran days 
after the attachment, or after he has ma^ a voluntary retent of 
pKmerty, or having satisfied tbe creditor in any other manner, 
shatt not be sufcjecc to a payment of 3^ per cent, to government; 
hut should he come to a s^lement wi& the creditor after the 
expicatioa of these fourteen days^ he shall then be obliged to pay 
the said. per centage to tbe sequestrator, and for which the sentence 
ia to remain cxecutionable, excepting in such case, where liie debt 
continuing, the arrangement between the debtor and creditor has 
onH for its d>ject, the giving a better security for the debt. . - 

OS. The. sequestrator, previous to the sale of the attached 
goods, is to -make out an exact account of the costs of the execo* 
tioo^ including thenein the costs of suit, in so far as tbe^can. be 
charged to the debtor ; and the sale being commenced^ he shall 
stop the same, as. soon as he conceives that the proceeds of those 
alfcadys sold,, will be sufficient to satisfy tin execution ; on which 
the attadiment laid by the.seqoestrator shall be immediately taken 
ofi^, and the debtor put in possession of the goods unsold. ; 

6^ Thai proceeds of these sales shall be colbcted by the mes- 
senger, who is to pay them into the office of the sequescrator : iii 
order to their beiiig deposited in the. Discount Bank, agreeably to 
Articles.' . . . 1. 
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:70* Three monlks afler tbe'd^te^of tbeMk» or mm^ \f»^ 
^m as is alk>wed lo the vieDdttCN^maaterB in lh<$ respective comitry 
Uistricts, for making their payHienlt, the sequestrator is to mahe 
out an account of the costs atteaduig the execution, in onkf to 
this heing deducted from; the ptoceeds^ and the remainder paid to 
Ibe creditor, whether under security de feHii^tffdo^ should the 
circumstancjes of the case require it, or without any lecurify. 

71* Should a greater sum remain, after deduction of the cesls^ 
tlian the amount of the creditors clatm^ the debtor is to he in* 
formed thereof, in writing, in order that he may reofjve the ^mtf 
inm the se<|uestrator*8 ^ce, on a regular receipt, without any. 
diminution whatsoever, or the payment of any further costs*. 

72* The account of the costs of the execilUon may be inspect 
mid exMttttted,<in the sequestrator's office, b^ the .debtor, free of 
all expense, and should, he have any complamt again^ the sam«»* 
his qbjections shall^ at bis Tcquest, be examined intp by the silting 
coiumissioner of the court of justice, who will then either ratify; 
the ac:.eount) by his approval, or moderate it^ ; according to ^iiw 
^instances : with which decision, the debtor must be salMed* ^ : 

7.3» Should the sequestrator, after due inquiiy, not find suffix 
^ept jwovable property bdonging to the debtor, or when the pra- 
^eeds of the goods sold do not amount to the sum requirfd« exe* 
putioo against the landed property shall be proceeded » to ; jmm^ 
iogi however, In view,. that a large property must not be sold fbr 
a small debt, unl^s the circumstances and interest of the debtor 
li^Qfild require it ; in which. respect the sequeatratcHr is previously 
to niahe a reasopiablie arrangement with the debtor. 
. 74* When landed property be pointed out by the debtor, or 
declared liable to execution by a sentence, or when in case of .an 
insufiiciency. of movable pfopeffty, the execution must be directed 
l^ainst the landed pnoperty; the sequestrator shall, widiin.thtt 
time prescribed by Article o2 ; or should the insufiiciency of thft 
inovaUe property not appear till after the. sale, then imosedialeVy 
after, lay an attachment on the landed property. 

75, After the landed propcfrty has been attad^d, the seqoes* 
IratQr is to make a strict inquiry with respect to how far the same 
ms^ be mortgaged, for which purpose he will be at liberty to teha 
BUch e^^tfacts: from thcr public register of debts, kept in the ctAth 
ni^l office, and from the transfer book, as he may deem necciisaffy 
for his information. 

: 7& Three weeks after the landed property has-been atta^hedy 
it must be publicly sold by the sequestrator, agreeaUsr^to thv 
manner in observance here, the sale bdns previously, notified in 
thjoee successive Gasettes, and by printed handtbills posled up in 
.the usual, places, both in town, and in the country districts. 

77 i The.purcfaaser of the landed property sold by. execution,, is 
to pay the amount to the sequestrator, by three iiistalmeats, tfaa 
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irtt itt €fuA» immediately, or «t the utmost; iirkhin«ight cJAys Al^r 
tte Mie, and tfaie two oti»r« att>ae «id Ivro yeara from the* day of 
tke Mle, willi^oiir the purchase being Miged to pay any ocber 
iflieifiBt on the two la^t instalments, than what may became dne 
niter the expiration of the term ; while- for the paymrat of these 
t«ro last instalments, the purchaser shall execute a regnkr mort* 
gage bend in the colonial office, and shall bendes, imoEiediately 
after the sale, find two good and sufficient securities, who are to 
bind themselves jointly and severally, and under renuncta^on of 
Cbe benefits ordmU et dwioptdsy for the payment of the fall sum^ 
and who are to be responsible and liable to execution for the 
same. 

' TS; Afi^ the sate of the fallded pfoperty, the creditors who may 
ooneelve to have any special right by mortgage, on the proceeds 
0f the same, shall be called upon by advertisement in the gazette, 
and as far as possible by letters sent to their houses, to send in 
their claims, accompanied with proper vouchers, to the 8eqYiestra<< 
tar's offiee, within six weeks, or in case of tlie creditors being ab« 
aent or abroad, within sncJi time as circumstances will allow, on 
pain of being deprived of their right ; and should the claims of 
iIm creditors be sent in within the time prescribed, the sequestrt^r 
ia 'then to make o«t a plan of prefei^nce, in which, in the first 
plnoe^ &e costs attending the execution are always to be charged^ 
which plan is to be laid before the court of justice^ together with 
Hhe necessary documents for obtaining the sentence of preference; 
wbUeall fufther proeeedings in this respect shall he carried on in 
Ihe same manner as prescribed in Articles 45, 46, and 47) re^ 
garding insolvent estates. 

*' 79; When the sei^nce of preference is |Nt>nounced, the debtor, 
m ff^mg due receipt, nmy receive the overplus, which remains 
flfttr satisfying the execution, in manner as above-mentioned by 
Article 71, while #or the rest, every thing which has been already 
pascribad with regard to insolvent estates, shall also be observed 
in this respect. 

* 90. No claim of prderence on the proceeds of the landed pro- 
pcitv sold being made, the sequestrator shall, after the expiratioii 
0f the time prescribed to the creditors, make out an account of 
the expenses attending the execution, and further act as above* 
Hieiitioned in Article 70. 

81. The mortgage bond for the second and last instalment of 
tba ' purchase money being executed by the purchaser, is to be 
given; to the creditors in payment, instead of cash. 

• ^. Should the sequestrator not find sufficient movable nor 
hmdid pmperty bdoaging to the debtor, he is then, in the above- 
menticMsed manner, to attach bonds and other outetanding debts^ 
actions orclaims, to which the debtor may be entitled ; of which 
asgtllar noike shall be immediately given^ by the messenger^ la 
those who may be so indebted. 



0. l^c ontstandinc claims belobf^g Id the d«bt6r b^ifig <liM9> 
.attached, shall be collected with all poesihle despatch^ and the. 
bonds aad actions so attached, as also the outstanding debts, should 
tiwy be of an illiquid nature, or the interest of the ^btor allow of< 
it, and the sequestrator deem it advisable, shall, after being twieci 
ildvertised in the gazette, be pitblicly sold to the highest bidder, 
wkhin the term, ahd in the manner prescribed by Article 66. 

84. In carrying of sentences into execution, the sequestrator 
ikiust guapd again^ stopping or 'delaying the execution for any 
term, unless he. may have obtaimad the written consent and order 
of the creditor so to do ; in whidi regard, the sequestrator is spe- 
cially ordered : 

a. Not to accept any request for staying the execution, whereby 
he oficiaHy would bind himself to any time or condition ; 
but to consider all requests from creditors for that purpose aft 
unlimited and unconditional, even were any specification of 
time or condition expressed therein. 

b. Not' to recommence the exccuticHi of any sentence on whida 
a staying has been gnmted, without the vrHten request of ihtt 
creditors thereto. 

' €. To return to the creditor, as prescribed, all sentences ok 
which prolongation has been granted, after the exptratieil oC 
a- year from the day of the delay, and to make him pay tiie 
costs- incurred. r 

65. Excepting the granting of delay, no odier arrangements o( 
Whatsoever nature, between £e debtor and the creditor, cam cMigft 
the sequestrator, nomine officii, to deviate from the instruetiooa 
without higher authority. -i 

86. Should there not be found a sufficiency of either movable 
or landed property, nor of credits, actions or claims, belonging to 
^e debtor, to satisfy the execution, the sequestrator shall. pass. aniit 
sign a declaration thereof, which is to be deposited in his oifica 
Ibr the information of his creditor, who may take a copy of iImi 
same, and thereupon proceed agreeably to the manner in obserw* 
ance here, either for civil imprisonment of the debtor, or for the 
ekeciition of such goods, mollies or credits, as the debtor may 
possess out of the colony. The costs incurred in such projsecck 
ings shall be defrayed by the creditor, 

S7* Should the place where an executional sale is to be held in 
the country districts, be far from Cape Town, the sequestrator, 
should it tend to spare expense, shall forward the sentence to the 
landdrost of the district, who, in carrying the same mto execution, 
^all be obliged strictly to observe these instructions. 

88. Sentences, whereby a provisional payment is awarded, aft 
to be carried into execution in two several ways, at the qption of 
the creditor ; either by foaking payment to him under seeuritj d€ 
rMituendo, a copy of which aOt of security is to bedell^ieied io.iiw 
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debior Whli thefummons ; or by paying the ihoneyjntotlK 
of the sequestrator, i»ho is to deposit it in the Discount 



rtfie dflkre 
lit Bank, 
where the creditor can rpceive it on a draft from the assistant se-^ 
questrator, after having given a like security, and the act thereof 
being delivered to the debtor. 

89. When a person in any capacity, or otherwise, be condemned 
to the performance of a certain act or deed, and that the sentence 
be enforced by way of confinement, the plaintiff shall have' the 
right, after ihe defendant has been confined fourteen days, and still* 
does not comply with the coifdemnatibn, to request that dieinter* 
est.which he has in the comjdiance, may be estimated and con-* 
verted by the sentence into a certain pecuniary sum ; lor which 
purpose he is to deliver in a declaration, which being discussed by 
the defendant, and thereupon taxed by the court which gave the 
sentence, the execution shall be effected in the same manner, as 
in all other condemnations for the payment of money. 

90. Should the defendant himselr, or any other person, conceive 
to have a right to oppose the execution, he may not take any other 
Step than address by memorial, the court of justice by which the 
sentence was given, praying for an interdiction to stop the execu- 
tioii, on which the court will grant such disposition, as the laws 
and manner of proceeding here dictate. 

91^ Should any gold or silver money be received by the seques- 
trator, and that its value exceeds the course of exchange of the 
paper currency for the time being; the sequestrator shall, for ac* 
C6imt of the estate wherein such specie was found, at the Ume of. 
entering on the administration, exchange the same for paper 
money, and bring the greater proceeds thereof to the credit of the 
estate. 

92. The sequestrator, and other functionaries of his department, 
shall not, either for themselves or for theirs, take out any of the 
monies under their administration, whether by way of loan or dis- 
bursement, were it even on the highest and most unexceptionable 
steurity, on pain of infamy and immediate dismissal from their 
office. 

98. These instructions and ordinance shall, at all times, be al* 
tered, amplified or curtailed, as the governor for the time being 
may deem most conducive to the prosperity of the colony. 



OATH OF THE SEQUESTRATOR. 

** I promise and swear to be true and faithful to His Majesty 
Geoage, &c. &c. &c. 

i >^' That I shall, neither from love or from hate, friendship or 
enmity, affisction or disaffection, nor for any cause or reason what* 
so^er, ever iose sight of the interest of the estates and other admi*. 
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fitstrations committed to my charge ; but^ on the contrary, that I 
shall^ to the best of my power and ability, promote, or cause to be 
promoted by those under me, the advantage of the same, and of 
those interested therein ; that I shall always show every honour 
and respect to his exceHency the governor, and that l shall strictly 
follow and obey all the orders of bis excellency, as a faithful ser- 
vant of government ; that 1 shall scrupulously observe, and cause 
to be observed^ by those in my department, the instructions, pre* 
scribed for the same, with such alterations and ameiidnients as the 
governor for the time being may deem proper to make y that to 
obtain this situation, I have never promised or given, or shall pro- 
mise or give, directly or indirectly, either myself or through others, 
io.ahy pei:spa^ or.out of govermnent, under any name or pcetext 
whatsoever, any gift or gifts; that I shall never accept, or. cans* 
to be. accepted, any gift or. gifts, or presents, not even of an eatable 
nature, pr of the siiallest value, either for myself or for any of ray 
relatione, from or an the name of any person who has, or may pro* 
Mbly hfiye, any business or claim pending in the sequestrator's 
c^ce; and that I shall conduct myself, in every respect, as aa 
honopirabie and faithful sequestrator ought and is bound to do. 

"SoHBMMKGoDr 



OATH FOR THE ASSISTANT SEQUESTRATOR. 

** I promise and swear to be true and faithful to His Majesty 
^George, &c. &c. &c., 

. *' That I sha]l neither from love or hate, friendship or enmity, 
affection or disaftection, nor for any cause or reason whatsoever, 
ever lose sight of the interest of the estates and other administra- 
.tions committed to my charge ; but, on the contrary, that L shall, 
.to. the best of my power and ability, promote, and in the absoiee 
.of the sequestrator, cause, to be, promoted, the advantages of the 
satpe, and of those, intrusted therein ; that I shall always show 
every honour and respect to the governor for the time being ; and 
as a faithful servant of. government,, strictly follow and obey the 
orders of his excellency ; that I shall scrupulously observe, and 
in the absence of the sequestrator, cause to be observed bj^ every 
one belonging to this department, the instructions prescribed far 
the saine, with such alterations and amendments as the' governor 
for the time being may deem proper to make ; that I shall observe 
the most scrupulous and faithful exactness in keeping my cash 
book and cash account with the bank ; and take cafe that the 
.same diall be. always so balanced, that it can, on the first requisi- 
-tioi), be produced to government, or to the court of justice; that 
. to obtain. this situation, I have never promised or given, or shall 
.promise or give, directly br indirectly, either myself or tKrdugh 
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othefi, to aay person in or out of goycriifiMnt, under ^ti^Mmf of 
pretext whatsoever, any gift or gifts ; that l>hall never aqceptofr 
or cause to be accepted, any gift, gifts or presents, not even of. an 
eatable nature^ or of the sroaliest value, either for myself or for any 
of my relations, from or in the name of any person who has, or 
may probably have^ any business or claim pending in the sequet* 
trator's office ; and that I shall further conduct myself, in every 
respect, as an honourable and faithful assistant sequestrator ought 
and is bound to do. *' So hi^lp jf k God T 



OATH FOR THE HEAD CLERK. 

^^ I promise and swear to be true and fai^ful to His Majesty 
GioaoE, &c. &c. &c. ' 

*^ That I shall faithfully perform and discharge all the duties of 
kead clerk in the sequestrator's department, to the best* of my 
power and abilities, oonformaMy to the instructions already or 
hereafter to be prescribed } that 1 shall follow and obey the orders 
and directions of the sequestrator, and assistant sequestrator, and 
take care that the documents and papers belonging <to the depart- 
ment, be kept and preserved in good order; that I shall never dis- 
close any thing, which either from its nature, or in consequence of 
orders given, should be kept secret ; that to obtain this situation, 1 
have< never promised or given, or shall promise or give^ directly or 
indirectly, either myself or through others, to any person in or out 
of government, under any name or pretext whatsoever, any gift or 
gifts ; that I shall never accept, or cause to be accepted, any gift, 
gifts or presents, not even of an eatable nature, imt «f the smallest 
value* either for myself or for any of my relations, from or in the 
name of any person who has, or- may probably have, any busine^is 
or claim pending in the sequestrator's office ; and thai I shall fui^ 
ther conduct myself, in eve^ respect, as an honourable and faithful 
head clerk in the sequestrator's department ought and is bound to 
do* " So HEUP MB God T 



OATH FOR THE BOOK-KEEPER. 

^' 1 promise and swear to be true and faithful to His Majesty 
Gbobok, ke. (kc dec. 

^^ That 1 shall faithfully perform and discharge all the duties of 
book*keeper to the sequestrator's department, to the best of my 
power and abilities, conformably to the instructions already or 
bereafter to be prescribed for the tame ; that I shall foUow and 
obey the orders and directions of the sequestrator and assistant 
sequ^trator, and take care that the books belonging to tbedepait- 
meot be kept with the most scrupulous fidelity and eaactnesa; 
that ]. shall never disclose any thing, which either frpm its nature 



of in consequence of orders giren, should be kept secret ; that to 
obtain this situation, ( have never promised or given, or sha^l pro^ 
mise or give, directly or indirectly, either myself or- through 
others, to any person in or out of govertiment, under any mime or 
prete)et whatsoever, any ^ift of gifts ; neither shall I ever accept 
of, or cause to be accepted, any gift, gifts or presents, not even ot 
ah eatable nature, or of the smallest value, either for myself or for 
any of my relations, from or in the name of any person, who has 
or may probably have, any business or claim pending in the se* 
queslrator's office ; and that I siiall further conduct myself, ixi 
every respect, as an honourable and faithful book-keeper to i\\^ 
sequestrator's department ought and is bound to do. 

" So iiELF ME God!" 



TARIFF, agreeably to whkh the Sequestrator is to regulaif 
himself, in the charging of Fees and othtr Expenses, 
attending Estates administered and settled by him, and 
the Execution of Civil Sentences : — 

Pier Coin 
Oil all public sales of landed as well as movable pro- 
perty 5 

On all payments made to the sequestrator, on account of 

insolvent and other estates •.....,.• 2} 
On the amount of all civil sentences, which have been ' 

brought to execution and' settled in cash, or otherwise, 
. whether the settlement has been made in the sequestra- 
tor's office, or between the debtor and creditor, provided, 
in the latter case, (vide the ^th Article of the Instruc- 
tions,) such settlement be made subsequent to the ex- 
piration of fourteen days after, that the debtor has made 
a voluntary return of property, or the goods have been • 
' attached by the sequestrator . . • . . • • • • ^ 

Besides the abcfoe^ the^ Sequestrator m^tf charge thefolkmiag Feed, 

viz, — 

In Insolvent and other Estates, 

Th£ Sequestrator, or Assibtaut SeQVESVRATOii. 

Kds. Sksw 
Tor attendance, and writing in the day book every ap- 
pearance prescribed in the Instructions . . . . .2 4* 
For attendance at taking an inventory, per day . . .20 

Forattendanceat'thesale, per day .2 0' 

For making out the accounts of the* proceeds of an estate 2* ^' 
For signing the same .......•••.•04 
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FcMT making out a plan of distribution of an estate* for the 

impaction of creditors and other interested parties, and 

tbereupon to be submitted to the court of justice, for 

approval,-f-per page •***.•..**•. 4 

For making out the account of settlement of estates not 

-. insotventi — per page •»••••«. v «•• 4 

Head Clerk. 

For drawing up the inventory •.••.«••• 5 
For attendance at taking the same,«— per day . « « . 2 . 

In the Execution of Civil Sentences, 

The Seqitestrator, or Aasistaitt Sequestrator* 

For attendance, and entering in the day book, at the re-i 

t turn of or laying an attachment on property • . « ^ ^ ^ 

For ditto ditto, when the debtor does not appear « • « 9 O 

For ditto ditto, at public sale* — per day . • • • . ^ 

For making out the account of the settlement, — per page 6 4 

For signing the same •••••««.*•«« 0. 4 

Head Clerk* 

For registeHng a sentence laid over for execution « • 10 
For expunging the tome • . . • • . • • ..10 
For making out th^ inventory of goods, returned or at- 
tached .05 

For attiindance at taking the inventory, per day ... 2 

The Messettoer, in both Cases. 

For every appointment ordered, by the sequei^tratori 

agreeably to the instrucitioos . • .« . . • • . « 1 ,0 
For attendance at taking the inventory, per day . ,. • 1.0 
For ditto at the sale,-— per.day ..•..'..;.. l 
For ditto at making out the account of settlement • • 1 

Note. — Besides these fees, the accounts are to be charged 
with the usual sUmp duty on each, agreeably to the Stamp Act. 

All attendance out of town is to be charged double : on such 
occasion,. waggon hire, and other necessary expenses^ are also to 
be^karged. 

>Aii account of fees shall be made out at the expiration of 
every qiiarter, , observing the usual form, and thereupon paid, out 
of the bank into Hie treasury. 
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... J 

PROCLAMATION. 

By His Excellency the Right Hon. General Lord Charles Henry 
Somerset^ one of His Majesty^s Most Honourable Privy Coun- 
cil, Colonel of His Majesty's 1st West India Regiment, Go* 
vemor and Commander in Chief of His Majesty's Castle, Town, 
and Settlement of the Cape of Good Hope, in South Africa;^ 
and of the Territories and Dependencies thereof, and Ordinary' 
and Vice Admiral of the same, Commander of the ForceSy 
&c. &c. &c. 

Whereas his Majesty's receiver-general has reported to me, 
that there is at present in his custody, the sum of fifty thousand 
rixrdoltars, worn oiit and defaced paper-money, unfit for further 
circulation* 

* These are; therefore, to order and direct, in virtue of the. 
power and authority by his Majesty in me vested, that the secre* 
tary of the court of justice do, on Tuesday, the ^th instant, at- 
tend at the colonial secretary's office, where, on application to 
the colonial secretary, (in whose custody they are,) he willj 
receive the stamps^ together with the quantity of cartoon neC^e»-j 
sary for the purpose, and that he do,, in the presence oif the fiscal 
and two members of the court of justice* who are. hereby re- 
<]uired to attend at the time aforesaid, at the usual placie^ and 
in the usual manner, cause the number of 

1,000 pieces of 20 rix-doUars^ the backs of which are green, 

and marked [20] ^ 
1,000 pieces of 10 rix-dollars, the backs of which are brown, 

and marked [10] 
1,000 pieces of 5 rix-dollars, the backs of which are pink, and 

marked [5] 
1,000 pieces of 4 rix-dollars, the backs of which are red, and 

marked [4] 
1 ,000 pieces of 3 rix-dollars, the backs of which are orange, 

and marked [3] • ^ i 

2,000, pieces of 2 rix-dollars, the backs of which are black, 

and maHied [2] • * 

44,000. pkces.of I rix^dollar, the l>aclis of which are hlvte;^ snd 

marked [1] ♦ 

to be stamped ; which pieces, when so stamped^ are to be ddi- 

vered by the fiscal and members of the court of justice, >fore* 

said, to the colonial secretary, to whom they are also att^e same 

time to return the stamps ; which stamps, bein^ replaced in the, 

box in which they are usually kepi, the box shall be ^»led with^ 
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my seal, and with that of the court of justice, so to remain ontil 
further wanted ; of all wUcb tbe fiscal 'and members of the 
court of justice are to* make a public act of certification, in the 
presence of the court, pn the next caurt-day, to be registered in 
the records of the court. 

. And it is further directed, that such stamped pieces^ (hciaf 
regularly marked and numbered,) and the value of each piece, 
with the date, duly printed thereon, shall b^ signed as follows: — 

J,000 pieces of 20 rix-doUars, l/XX).{)ieces«f 10 i^s^ l,QpO 
]^ieces.of 3 rds., and 1,0^0 pieces jof 4 rds., by Mesars. IV^ Bi^ 
iwgJh ^^. J. Kkrck, i^nd J. F. U^mL 

.1,000 pieces of 3 rds^and 2,000.piecesof-3 fds.»>by Mcstrt. 
F. R. Breshr, A. V. Bergh, and J. C. Gie. 

4,000 pieces of 1 rd., by Masrs. J. CJleck^A. J. van Breda^ 
mA P. f. PoggenpoeL 

And it is also further directed, that such money, so stamped 
arid signed, do remain in the custody of his 'Majesty's receiver- 
geperal, until report be made of its being finished ; when such 
further orders shall be given as may be expedient. 

And for the several matters herein-mentioned, this shall be to 
ifH concerned a full and sufTlcient wan*ant ; and, for the public 
ihformation and satisfaction, it is further directed, that it shall' 
be published and affixed in the manner usual with all other pro- 
damations. 

GOD SATE TBE KING ! 

Given under my hand and seal, at the Cape of Godd Hope, 
this 4th day of April, 1822. 

(Signed) C. H^ Someksxt* 

By command of his excellency the governor, 

(Signed) ■ C. Bird, Secretary. 



APPENDIX E. 

INSTRUCTIONS 

For the licensed Bakers, in addition to tkqse 4eo$f^.hf the 
; f^resfdent and Memb»oi ofiie fiurgher Stna^,Mthe I4ih 

November, 1809, and affirmed by the Fiat of his ExceU 

^c$f the Oovermri 

\ A at. 1. The licensed bakers shall be obliged to pay into the 
grain administration fund, one rix-dollar on each muid bf'clorn. 
or floUr disposed of, for support of said fund, and defraying the 
e'xpensies attending the adraiiMstratiau. ^ 
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t. In order that the committee may ascertain the amount of 
fees arising therefrom, the licensed foalqers shall be obliged to 
send to the store-keeper and treasurer of the grain administra- 
tions ever^ Monday morning, between 9 <tnd 12 o'clock, a writ- 
ten statecbent, oh oath, of tk6 quantity bfcbrn and fiour disposed 
oi dtirtng the last week'; and then pay the aforesaid one rix- 
itoitlir on ttLth nvuidi 

S* The licensed bakers shall at all times be obliged to take 
sttcb quantity of Cotn or flout from the tbwn grain magazines 
as the burgher senate may deem' exped rent to be sold and baked, 
for the security of the fo^Vn5 paying for the same, in ready mo- 
il^, At the t^te fixed by the btirghet senate. 

4. In order that th^ inhabitants may have good and wholesome' 
Welid, (as damaged corn and 4our might happen to be imported,) 
the baken shall not be allowed to bake foreign corn or flour, un- 
less previ<yus!y examined and approved of by the burgher sefnate. 
• 5^ Should the licensed bakers not attend to these regulations, 
tbey shcill^ (independeVit of the fines fixed by the regulations of 
the I4th November, 1809,) forfeit a sum of 100 rds. for the first 
mffience ; 500 rds, for the secohd ; and 1,000 rds. for the third, 
and' be deprived of their licenses ^ and in case they do not com- 
ply with the 2d Article, (being of the most importance to the 
gmltr ttdmitiistration,) their shops will be shut up by order of the 
burgher senate, and then not allowed to sell bread, &&, until com- 
plying with the tenor of said Article. 

6. The licensed bakers must submit to any further regulations 
SB the burgher senate (under sanction of government) shall deem 
Fdqttite^ite for the benefit of the public ; and be obliged, at the 
opdoU of' the burgher senate, (though they have forfeited the fines 
til n^t-complying 40 their engagements,) to continue baking until 
the end of the year for which they have agreed ; and to consideir 
titofinselves fiirther liable to any other fines they may incur. 

The fines forfeited will be appropriated in the following man- 
ner :T-^One-4hird to thie informer ; and the other two-thirds to the 
grain ftdmimstnition fund. 

Thm done and decreed, at the meeting of the burgher senate, 
Cftpeof Good Hope, on the 10th December, 1821. 

(Signed) M. van Brbda, President. 

By command of the president and members of the 
bu]]|her senate, 
(Signed) P.J. Truter, Secretary! 

Fiat, 
(Signed) C. H, Somerset. 
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APPENDIX P. 

RENEWED REGULAf I0*4S FOE THJE PRIVILEGED 
BUTCHERS. 

Art. 1. No person shall be permitted to carry on the trade 
of a privileged butcher, unless he is a burgher of (bis colooy, 
and duly provided with a license from,hia exeellency tbe^ g9* 
vernor to that effect^ on a proper stamp. 

2. Any person desirous of carrying on the butcher's tra^le^iil 
Cape Town, roust address himself either personally or in wntingy 
to the burgber senate, signifying his intention, before ultimo 0.qto- 
ber of the current year; but not to commence beibra the 1st of 
January following, nor discontinue until the expiration, of a Ad I 
year; for the d ue- performance of whiicb, hf) must pass a bond 
before commissioners of the burgher senate, in «diich he binds 
himself in the sum of 1,500 rds#, to b^ forfeited .should he be 
found to have discontinued carrying on the butcher's trade, be? 
fore the expiration of a full year, notwith^nding his obligation 
of continuity the same; and for which sum. of l,oOO rdst.as 
aforesaid, he roust produce two good securities, who are likewise 
to bind themselves respectively for the. fulfilment of the said $ttm : 
he is then to apply at the coluoial secretary's office, for a license 
for one year, written on such a stamp as i^. established by the lawa 
ofthecolopy. 

3. No person, except the privileged butchers in Cap(9 Town^ 
shall be allowed to sell, or othenvise dispose of live cattle, sheep,: 
or goats, for the purpose of being kiUed, neither the. meat nor 
the fat of the same, under a penalty of 1,5P0 rds., with eonfiscar 
tion of the cattle, meat or fat, thus illegally disposed of. 

4. The burgher senate have, .however, at ^11 times, the pgwec 
of permitting other inhabitants and burghers of this colony».(tfot 
provided with licenses for carrying on the butqbier^s trade,) to 
kill cattle in their possession in Cape Towni and to sell th« Qieat 
«ad fat to the inhabitants, or persons belonging , to ships at anchor 
in this bay, provided they subipit to such. co^itiQns and jrestik* 
tions as will be prescribed in the latter part of these regulations. 

■ 5. The slaughter houses and shops, mentioned in the 2d and 
3d Articles of the regulations of the year 1809, (how in use,) will 
cease after the building, now erecting by the burgher senate, 
shall be conxpleted as public shambles, and as soon as the privi- 
leged butchers, shall have; ta^cen possession of the several apart- 
-ments in said buildings, which will be allotted to them, (gratiijj 
for the purpose of killing and selling their meat, &c. the further 
utie of the slaughter houses and shops in Cape Town, at present 
orcqpied by ihem, is prohibited, on a penalty of 100 rds. for each 
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(raingmrion; and itfa^y shall mt be atl6we<f to set! meat or fat, 
ml any other place, than m the ii|Miftmetits allotted or ceded to 
them Ibr that purpose, in said building. 

6. The privileged butchers shall keep their shops open daily, 
from sunrise until 12 o'cl6ck at noon; anil from 1 o'clock in the 
afternoon until sunset. 

7. Hie butchers are bound to ciiuse their hortfed cattle^ in* 
tended for slaughter or H^e, to be'driven to tht' shambles, along 
the road leading between the canal of the eastle and the parade 
iMjuafe, before 8 o'clock in the morning. No cattle broilght in 
for the purpose of being killed, or otherwise dii^kised of, shi^ be 
(iviven to the shambles by any other road, under a penalty of 100 
Tdis.v and under the same respbrtsihility as mentioned iti the 9d 
iAnicle: ifi exfraordiAafy cases, however, th^ privileged butchers 
wilt be allowed to drive in horned cattle, in the afore-mentioned 
way, after 8 o'clock, provided a written permission for that pur- 
pose be obtained from the director of the shambles. * 

' 8. No wild -ox or cattle is allowed to be conveyed or driven 
through the streets, or exposed to public view, in any public 
plaMfe in the town, under a penalty of 50 rds. to be forfeited by 
the butcher to whom such animals belong, who is also bound to 
make good any injury sustained in consequence: the butchers 
iare, however, allowed to drive stall-fed and quiet cattle throQ|^ 
the streets, (properly secured, and attended by a leader and dri- 
ver,) provided a written permission from the director of the sham- 
bles shall have been obtained for that purpose. 
' 9* Every privileged butcher shall be obliged to have his name, 
and number, painted on a board, over the door of his diop, in 
large and legible letters. 

I(K' Eight days before the expiration of each month, the 
butchers are to inform the burgher senate the price at which they 
intend to sell their meat and fat during the ensuing month, and 
wtich- price they are not to raise during that period, witlioiit the 
express consent of the burgher senate, who are^utborited to in- 
iquire into the reafisons for such enhancement of price ; and on 
Ending the same ungrounded, to object thereto. Should the 
totehers think themselves thereby aggrieved, they can address 
themselves to government. 

* 11. In order that the public may be regularly informed 6i the 
price of meat, the burgher senate will notify, at the commenoe* 
ment of every month, the proper prices at which the butcher shall 
be obliged to sell his meat and fat during the current month ; 
such notification to be signed by the director of the shamblca, 
and placed on a board at each butcher's shop. 

12. In case a butcher is found to have sold meat or fat at a 
higher price than is &ted, agreeably to the foregoing Articles, he 
shall forfeit, for the first ofience, iOQ rds ; for the seicondi dOO; 
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;ifi4 .foi Om \\iifi^ ijm;i acHi fbi^utet Ai^M^Mbw V«4«I#<>Ma 

bfiYi6^vde)iv^F«dfitK>rt.w^^t^or cp9»miUed iH»y other, f^aud^ k* 
shall, moreover, be liable to such, qoriectipo i^od (H^oiishaieiit a> 
,tl|e law direc^. 

. I3t In order that these. «nd o^er regul^lipos rekiive to^.the 
butchers trade, be duly observed, and the. iYaiyigi!f««i9n n>*y RP( 
e^c^l^ th^U w^ll-de^ei^ved pMuifhiQ^nt* bis Majesty's fis<:#l, the 
bvrgbpr senatOy or <:Qinroii9iaaers of the tmrgher senafef $» well 
af^ . t$ke. chief fuoctiotuirie^auacb^ to the 4»ai|ibleSyar««uJ^riae4 
^ visit the butchers' shop9, or c«|istt the same to be fis^ted as 
oj^eti as they m^^y think proper* 

14. With regard to the purchase of cattle by the privileged 
l^t^hers, it is epACt^dy that no privileged butcher shi^l be al- 
lowed to purchase more cattli^ than he requires for the usual 
p?yg«ump(ionof hisshop; should he be fouud guilty pf buiiiig 
a^ ted. contrary to these instruction^^ he will be sAbJQC^ to a j»^ 
nalty of 1,000 rds., agreeably to the proclamation, dated ^34 
^uue, 1800, independenl of the puiu»hme«kt set fiarth lipr Iho 
crime of monopoly, 

13« It is.al^ enacted, that no privileged botcher is dk>3«ed to 
tiavel io^o the interior of the colony, fur the purpose of pur(;h«sug 
catjtle, or send any other person for that purpose, without beii^ 
provided with written instructions, or an order from the diipdor 
q( the shambles, which shall specify ; 

,jtj The number of cattle and sheep to be purch«ufed ditring 
the journey. 

, b) The manner of payment which is to be adopted, Aether 
m cash or fa^y bonds, the mimber of which to be tnken.for tbo 
journey must be specified in the instructions, 
, cj, 'I'he mdaiier in which thesf^ boi^ds ^re to be ds^w^ «ut, 
viz.: 

. 1.. They are to be «vumbered« 

,, 2i They n^.ust contUQ a de^clacation, signed by the buitpber, o» 
lyhoae. account the pujrqh^&e i^. n\ade,. that he binds himself for 
ihe prompt piiymept of such bondsg filkd up either in hi« pw« 
jMtfi(Wrritiiig and ^ign^ture, or that of the person^ so em|>]oyed bj 
biro ; as. ahty tba;t he will, by virtue of this e^^ement^ at|tJiiorix# 
his wife, or any one of his family, to p^y such bunds dlW^ing hii 
Ai»se{)ci;» without $ny further special order ;, and; that in c^sei any 
liisund^rstanding should t^ke pl»<;e,he will subqsit himself to ihf 
immeidiate decision of his honor the chief justice, or president (H 
|he worshipful the ^ourt of justice i or^ during hi* absence, of 
.aw kgal impediment, to that of the $enior member of ihesMd 
court, without any. further form of process, and assign Qter.liifi 
person sMid .property for jMra//iitf«ecif/i<}. . , . 

. ^. That. tu»t only the. number of. cattle pu^ch^^d by th# 
biitcher^or the person employed by him» .but al^o the «mQUQi.W 



tiifi;piurisbaMHacm«y apetA 'fofy must bi^ iiMltot in. iMrdum 
band^ivriiiiig, and wilh th^oj^' owasiffMvkJ^f mi woidsa»i«leliiis 
figures. 

ilj) Avt order or direction not to delivm: the tatcber's noto to 
4He wllen, before tbe cattle is deliyeced« I 

ej' A sim&laf ord€a*» to povlde biinself with a list, in* wbicb be 
<g«st< im^xin tbe aameft and residences. of tli^ coiunry people fmm 
\«bou be purcbases cattle, as also tbe deeenption and nitmber of 
Mi&iuuDe ; tbe amount of pnrchase-money, wbelberpaid in casb 
4>r by butcbeirs' notes; and in the latter eaae^ tbe days v^bea 
4a<rbn^es. become dunt ^^ tbe^ numbeis of that notes. given. ia 

fj And, finally, a stipulated time wben tbe butober; dp the 
peison employed by bim, engages to> be in toivn« 
.. These iniftructions are to be made out in the above^'mebtionfld 
manner, and signed in duplicate by the director of the shaffibles4 
the butcher and bis servant (in> tbe event of tbe journey being 
undertaken b^ a servant) are to make oath before bis Majesty's 
fiscal, or one of. his deputies, that the ordeiss therein contained, 
and noolher, afball be faithfully complied with-rone of Which du- 
pKfcales is to b<» lodg^ in the fiscal's office, previous to the. jour- 
lieybeing^imdeirtakem 

Tbe^regoing is to be strictly to be observed by tbe butcbeia, 
ilMidera penalty of 3,0(K) rds.,. agreeably to the proclamatioo ajf 
ibe ^d of October, ^79^} and. any servant acting contrary to the 
GOiHents^ of this Article,, shall be liable to temporary iinprisanh 
mtMity or other discretionary punishment. 

1& The butcher, or person employed-by Iiim, shall be obliged 
to deliver to- bis Majesty's fiscal, within a week, after bis retuilH 
tbe lists of cattle purchased by bim, and a duplicate theraof H 
the director of tbe shambles, under a penally of 100 rds^ 

17. Any privileged butcher failing to pay any of bis notea ^ 
^temand, tbe bolder can apply to his honor the chief justice* or 
president of tbe worshipful court of justice, who will summon, tbe 
debtpi), through the messenger of tbe said court, for payment 
wbicb if not made, an immediate decree oiparata extCMtw will be 
granted. 

IS. No cattle shall be slaughtered until inspected and afh 
proved by tbe selector of cattle ; neither shall any meal; or fat be 
sold until approved by the said functionary, agreeably to bis 11^ 
stnic.tioM ; and any butcher transgressing this order shall forfeit, 
for the first ofience, i^QO rds. ; for the second a similar fine, and bis 
shop shut up for a week; and for the third offence» 1»000 nkl» 
with the foriF(piture of h}s license. The butchen conceiving tbemr 
selves Ui- be in any shape aggrieved, are at liberty to lay tbeir gric^ 
vances beforei the director for his decision ; and further, to aipy 
peal to the president and members of tho burgher senale» 

19. Tbe butchers shall be obliged daily to collect tbe bipod 
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Midoliief fikh/nirhMb rtMy' ft««umffli<tiriii1!ieir rfrafs, inf^ tubs, 
•ndliavetbe tattle carHed ifrto the sea, thitoagh the back gtte 
of their slaughter-bouse, under a penalt^j^ of 100 rds. 
< '• SO. The butchers shfill have the use bf the apfarlmehts and apr 
purtenances in the shambles, gratis; they are only to provide 
ibemselves, at th^lr own expense, with all portable matenals ne- 
aessary for carrying on tbetr trade ;— 4bey are bound to keep the 
buildings and appurtenances occupied by them in proper repair ; 
aay^ damagie done to the buildings, either by the butcben or 
4hoae employed by them, shall be estimated by the town inspector 
suid surveyor, and the amount of suefa damage be paid into the 
town treasury ; but any damage otherwise susts^ined shall be der 
:taytd by the town treasury. 

21, In order to keep the buildings in repair, and to eonttime 
Ihe administration, &c. the following duties shall be levied, 
viz, I — 
, For horned cattle, either for slaughter or sale, 2 rds, each. 

' For a calf ,....• 1 rd. ■ 

' For a sheep or goat . , . , • . • , . 14 stivers. 
- For a lamb . . . , 12 stivers. 

«2. The levying and payment of the ta-NCS must be made daily, 
between the hours of 9 and 12 in the forenoon, (Sundays and 
holidays excepted,) at the office of the director of the shambles, 
^reeably to the instructions prescribed for that officer, upon 
receipt of the written reports of what has been killed and sold 
4be precedifts; days. Should the butcher wilfully neglect paying 
such duties, he shall forfeit, for the first offence, 100 rds.; for 
ibe second, 500 rds.; and for the third, 1,000 rds. Independent 
0t th^e' fities, be will be moreover liable to the forfeiture of his 
ileense, besides an arbitrary punishment, according to circum- 
stances, -should he be detected in having fraudulently tranar 
fressed these instruction^. 

'<■ 23. The butchers are bound to keep the building;s, both within 
and without, as also from the front to the sea shore, in a cleanly 
state; likewise, to wash the wood-work and windows twice a week, 
<the days to be hereafter fixed.) The shambles, sewers, and gut- 
ters roust be cleaned daily, or as often as is necessary. Each 
batcher will be held responsible for the due performance thereof; 
in default of which, a penalty of 25 rds, for each offence will be 
ittiflicted. 

24. The butchers shall report in writing, and under their own 
signature, to the director, monthly, and before the expiration of 
llw seventh day of each month, for the information of the burgher 
senate, the number of cattle sold, alive or dead, during the pie- 
ceding month ; also, the weigbt of meat and fat^ the number of 
cattle remaining in their possisssion, and also, how many servants 
are sent to purdiase cattle, under a penalty of 100 rds. 
<* 25k It is further enacted, with regard to the recoHry of thp 
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fwoaklM cpibttd in tlli««e«p^iitloii8, tWt 'flie'Wtii tit)d'«9bi' :Ar- 
tide« of the eriisfBd code oC law$, «sUlbli«hed In thwcbtoHy, 
must be strietly observed, and the dhtribiftimi nmde a^ follows s 
On^thtrd to the vproMc^itor, 
One^third to the informer, and the remaining 
One-^third to the funds of the ball. 
1t6^ Any person, not being a licensed butcher, and who may 
feel yndtned to w^t the meat or fat of cattle ktHed by htm, 
mast first apply to the burgher senate, and obtain a special per- 
«aisiion» This application most stale what species and nttmb<»r 
of cattle he intends to kill and sell ; he must then submit 'himsdlf 
to Ibe following restrictions, viz4 :— 

1. That he shall kill his cattle in one^f the apaHments of tbe 
«han»bles, allotted tO' him for that purpose, and for whi^ he 
jshall pay to the burgher senate a reasonable rent, ' for • the time 
required in killitig such cattle and selling the iat. 

2* That he shall pay for the cattle so killed arid sold' double 
the duties inserted in these regulations. 



APPENDIX G. 

: PROCLAMATION. \ " ,' 

By his Excellency Major . General Sir Ru&ine Sbawet Doa i B i B, 
' Knight OomnMUider of the <lflost Honourable > and Miistary 
' Order of the Bath, Acting Governor and (lkMnnuindiog< in 
„ Chief His Majesty's Forces at the Cape «£ Good Hope,.^. 

..&C. &C, .■•■•- '.'. - 

WiTER^As it has been Tepreseiited to me, 'to be desirable, for 
establishing regularity in the administration, and uniformity m 
the execution, of the orders and regulations respecting the sale 
and retail of the Cape and foreign wines, and malt and spirituous 
Itqtiors, throughout this colony^ that the said ordei^ and regula- 
tions shall be collected and embodied. - . 
'' And whereas the present circumstances of this colony, and the 
abuses which, from time to time, have crept into the aforesaid 
administration, have rendered it nece^ary' to make partial 
changes therein, and to extend the same: — In renewing, aftering, 
and amplifying tlie said orders and regulations, I have, therefore, 
thought fit to order iaiid direct, by these presents :— • 

1. That no one shall be allowed to store fot'sale, or self whole- 
•sal<j, afiy Cape or foreign wines, *mait or spirituous liquors; auch 
^rsons excepted as shall have obtained, for that purpose, from 
the colonial government, eithfer by farming or otherwise/ the 
thereunto ntce^)ary license or permission. 
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at ik^f are no4 alreA^y, fagr existing Uws, or slNkU neths 4cx;humi 
to be included in the wine orolber farmti whicii slmll: hereinafter 
be mentiuned* Tbe 8lil<l. and piurchtae^ tbenffore, ct the afore- 
said foreign wines, bcier, and spiriltioils liqu^DSy in the cases, 
casks, oofMiekii9e»in wihtclr thejr shall b«»e bcdii!imK08ied;.and 
fiav^ been d«ljr r^gi^lerod in Ihe bmks df tba cttst0nirb««iMs»:^ 
CapqT^wo iin4$imoii'8iTowii) is.hetiebjr permittiMi, fir^vided-tihtt 
said «ases, caak»^ and other packages^ do not oontaki Itfw thaa 
|aio gailom and a halfi. or twelve eoillition bottles of foreign 
wine ; seven gallons and a half, oc ihiKy^M eoranon boitlen er 
6|lefil fiwks.of foreign gki, brandy, arrack, or mm ; twogalkons 
and a half^ or txvelve common botttejiof other foreign sfirittf; 
and .one anker, or forly comiaon bottl«» of foreign beer^ And» in 
like manner, the sale oi die aforesaid foreign wines^ beer, and 
s^ti^ affier they. shall have: been taken out of the taeiM,. casks, 
and packages, in which they shall haivie been, in^ported^ is pen- 
mitted, in quantities of not less than seventy-two common 
bottles. 

3. From the general rule are likewise excepted, all public sales 
of Cape and foreign wines, beer, and spirituous liquors, iii as far 
as these take place f6r the liquidation or settling of estates by 
jadicial decrees, or by the orphan chamber^ the sequestrator, or 
other public boards, or officers ; as also by, or on behalf of, tes*> 
amaolliry mnecvtom^ or of miits for persons having left tHe 
colony :--^ali these ave allbwocP^ sell, or eanse to be sold, pub- 
licity Cape and foreign- wines^ and< spirituous liquors, in tiie/ol- 
iasaiiif qaaatities : vi».-^€«pa ^vvnes, not less than fifteen, gpillons, 
or seventy-two common bottles ; and foreign wines, not \»U llian 
sfSfFOA' ^lons and a haJf, or thkty-aix common botl;ies ; or r«n^ 
n^ts of each sort, should there be less thaa the said qnantities; 
aody.mpreovei:, all UAbrokea coses, casks,, or packages of foreign 
junet» beer,ra.nd spiritM^us liquors,^ as specified in the ^ Asxif:hif 
ijDk thf^ cases,, caslui, or othen paickages,. in which they shall have 
been imported. 

4^ From Ihese genecal rules are also excepted^, as heretofore, 
^^ wine-g^owecs, who shall be allowed, without molestation^ to 
atoce their wine^tin such places as. they shall think pisper; md 
alsQ» as heretofojie,. shall be allowed to sell their wines at public 
'i|iAi$kets» or on thqir own estates, either to shipping or to the in- 
Wbitants, for. consumption or for. exportation ; not, however, ip 
kaSc^fpility than a half-aum^; provided,, nevertheless, that iv to 
Iha.tima Qf briogjng their wines to Cape Town, or Simon's Town* 
asi^lsQ. with.rjBS|)eQt ^o. whatsoever is required to precede the.sbipr 
psag and iBxportingof ttieir vvin^, they coi»form. strictly to son 
regalations as are^ or shall be, pj:escribed for thesci Qi»iect$. 



tk^ir wines miWm ^^ liwls«af any wfn^ faW'^r Uc^ni*,-^ «|i|r 
olb^r M SMch ibrffM^r or licei^e^ wi^^H^llffrf ifUtmr Uu^clly «ir 
indirectlyi i^nlew ;Uey $l|all bay^ vojceWed a pr<>per U^mQ ipr 
that purposQ, nnd that tbe^. strictly conlovm t& tbo rulei Ui«ff«ia 
prescribed ^ by neglect Qf wbicbvSU.cb Ikeps(e,sb«!ll for(Mitb be 
lorfeitt^i^ and on selling. aa.jf wine^ wkhoiH Uctnw^ tbt ofeiM«r 
sball U liab^ tp a fine of 300 r4i. 

6. 4s the exportation 9^ neipr wines if foiMi4 !,« bavef v«i^ in- 
jurious effects upon the demand for this important article eif 
prodv^ in op:der ko prevent its exportation^ an4 tbe imi^ that 
might be cofnmitt4^d, by mining new and old wines, no wine sbeM 
be allowed to be brought intp Cape Towny Simon's Town, or aiy 
other plf^e ffoipi whence it mi^t be experted^ in any casUy eif 
whatsoever sise oif quant3ity« except by my t^ecial permis^icm, or 
tba^ of the governor for jtbie ti^e beingt fro^ (be let day of 
February, to tbe last day of Augtist, of eaflib yeac« on peWi <rf 
confiscation of tbe wines so brought, contrai^y to th(e in^tieii 
hereof, and of tbe casks in whicb it is contained^ 

7* From the foregoing article, however, those particalsr wines 
smi be excepted, which are allowed, to be brought in, in smaller 
casks, and small quantities, containing no more than ha)f a* legh 
g^r, viz. — Constantsa, or fine dessert wines of that iiatuqe ; pro-» 
vided. tbfit for this purpose a written permisiuoiv be obtainedt f«o«» 
bis Majesty's fiscal> by which he may be enabled %e guard»agaii|it 
tbe infrifngement o( the regulations contained in Uie foie g e M i g 
Ac^cle, u^der this pretext. 

a, Jn cMTder to prevent tbe foregoing pfoshibitm/foNn.iaterrwpl^ 
ing the ordinary trempe«t of Cape wine to Sii^oft's Towe» laMi 
has been brought into Cape Towi^ i^ proper season?,, it is ^. be 
.il^<fers^d, that the wiee mercbants in Cepe. Town, aUd Q^n% 
sh^tll be allpw€}4 t^ ti^ke wine from Cape Tow»te 3ielOl^>TowlH 
Pfovid^d tjiey have obtained frqnv the collector of tithesi,etiCerti« 
fijcatie iW every qs^, cask, or otber pa<:kage« wbei^eia s«(^ wine 
i^ traAf^port^edt. ip.proof pf the.^aid wine having beea bneegjht 'm^ 
i^ proper season, and thj^t the duties have been dg|^ pajA tbeie^ 
oru And all Qape wine wbkb^ wiiheut suiek <}enitoi^e< $haU he 
broqght intpSiipn'sTownt list«reeft Ihe J,stday et Befcieeq^ 
and tl^ last di|y of Augusti of each year, Aali be sejb^t'lioiliie 
confiscation directed by ^^e 6tk Article,, and moreov^i:* to^.siiiA 
penalties a^ ai;e att^^hed to thQ non-^yment of tile dttlies ea 
wines brpught to market; and the colkctpr of tithevi 9$ el^e hie 
M^j^t/s.4si^i|l». and tbe resident of Simon's Town, are hiwo t y 
djr^te4 tp bft careful,, thiiii the. reguJaUon^ direciAd by tbiaeMl 
the fqregoipg $th and 7tb: Articles be i^riclly, ob«ierved« 

Sl^^9 F«P^ ^«1) be aUdwed U^> slene fert.aelei or, leU any 
Cj^pe w^nfy brawdy» or otbf r t^pivituevs li(%uor^ byi the k^X^fmt 
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W lit^r CflsicB, tvfthchit hftving prevkJttsfy obtained 'my ncense, 
or that'Of the govenror for the rime being, on mstafhp of 50 rds. 
ii^hich Kcense must be regrsterecMnihe colonial office, the fiscafs 
^iihc^ and at the office of the burgher senate, or latiddrosts' 
office^, as the caise may be, and be ahnoally renc^wed, under 
"penalty of a fine 6f 150 rds. to be levied on the person who shall, 
Mrithoiit having obtained suchitcense, have sold, wholesale, Cape 
wine, brandy, or other Cape spirttuons liquors, and such defaul- 
-ter Sft«rtl be, mbreo^r, compielted to provide himself with 'the re- 
hired license. ' 

10. Wine merchants, who shall have obtained the aibresaid 
Mcensfs, shall sell their wines, and other liquors, from stores, cel- 
lars, or other places, which Open into a public street, or road, 
dtinng the summer, betW(^en tne hoin^ of 6 and 12 in the fore- 
noon, and between those of 1 and 7 in the afternoon ; and during 
the winter, between the hours^of 7 and 11^ in the forenoon, and 
1 and 5 in the afternoon, (Sundays and huTidays excepted,) dur- 
ing which hours, the doors are to be constantly open ; and such 
venders shall not be permitted to havie a- screen, or to place casks, 
«r any tiring else, before the stor^ or cdllar, or other place, by 
Wht<eb the vie>v info it shall be obstructed, on pain of forfeiting 
tbe said license. ' 

" li; Th^se licensed wine-sellers shall, however, not be allowed 
to ieW or to deliver any wine, or other liquors expressed in their 
licenses, by the half-anm, or larger casks, to any of the retailers, 
3(tiyutapper8,) of the respective wine-farmers ; nor shall any of 
these retailers be allowed to receive such ;— defaulters herein, 
-the seller, as' well as tbe receiver, shall be considered as smltig- 
gters, and as scich, be liable -to such fines and penalties as are 
^tredted by the 14th Article of this proclamfation. 
c " t2. The licensed wine-seller shall not bte permitted to sell to 
any officer whomsoever, for his own use, or for that of the mess 
td whieh he may belong, either in the castle, or in barracks in 
Ctipe Town, or in such other places to which this order shall, by 
atoy commands, or by the commands of the governor for the time 
being, be made to extend, any Cape wine, or other liquors, com- 
prised in their licenses, by the half-aum, or larger casks, unless a 
wrNften certificate from the officer by whoiii the 'wine or other 
itqiiors shall be required, be delivered to him, specifying lirhether 
the witie, 6cc. be <for bis own use, or for that of the' mess ; and 
tite wine*8eller shall, moreover, previous to his delivering such 
^ine^ &c. send a certificate, expressing to whom the wine is to 
be delivered, to the wine-farmer within whose limits the castle, 
bttrracks, or such other place above alluded to, is sitnatied, under 
the same penalties as are ej^pi-essed in the foregoing article. 
' 13. In like Manner the licensed wine-sellers shall not be per- 
>iHitted to sell any wine, or other liquors expressed in their 



lic^ps^ by.t|ie J)a)^umf or lar^r,c«skf,Ja.linf nim^»9|iNWi^ 
siQiwd officer or privatie SQldier riding in the ca»ue4 barracks^ fif 
&Dy.aucb other. place alluded to ia the foregoing Article, qpiler 
similar penalties : non-coromissioiied officers ort privfttes, Wj^ 
siding in the castle, barrack^y or such qther places as before 
alluded to^ provided they, are not servants, are not included in 
the above regulations;, but are permitted. to obtain for tbeir own 
use from the wine-$eller)s, wine or other liquors, by the half-iaum, 
or larger casks, on producing a certificate from their commaAdiflg 
officer, examined and countersigned by his Majesty's fiscal, .or 
the magistrate of the place to which it. refers. . r 

. 14, In any place, where the permission to, retail Capp and 
foreign wines, malt and spirituous liquors, is obtainable by farm- 
ings or I by a governm^snt license, no person, shall retail .^ny of 
those liquors, without such license ; such person bqcon^iag liable 
to a^ne, for the first infringement of this regula.tion, of ,300 rds. 
to be divided, — one-third to the officer prosecuting, one-third to 
the farn^er, (pstchter,) and one-third to the informer; or. in C0se 
of inability to pay, r to arbitrary punishment: for the seccidMi 
pJOfeiice, 500 rds* to be divided as above; or in case of inability 
to pay* to flogging in the prison by the constables ; and for tU« 
third offence, to five years* banishment from the colony. ,. 

1^. As, owing to the great extent of this colony, tber^ .are 
many parts to which, on accpunt of their distanqe, and the thin? 
ness of the population, the obligation of . taking out licensep:for 
the. retail of wine and brandy is not yet extended; it is herpj^y 
e:^ptes$iy declared, that until the government shall .prder to .th^ 
contrary, in .all such places for which no wine lice9ses . ijtre 
granted, the wine-growers shall be allowed to sell their wine and 
brandy on their estates, by sn^all measure, without thereby being 
rendered liable to any fine or penalty, provided they, report, the 
same to the landdrost of the district to which, they belpngtann^T 
ally, at the time of making their opgaaf ; the said wine^growei^ 
are, however, restricted from establishing any tap or wine*hpus<)i 
beyond the limits of their estates; or to, hawk their w.ir^e about 
the country, for the purpose of retailing it, on pain of being cpQ* 
sidered as srptigglers, and incurring the fines and penalties sp^ 
cified in tl^e foregoing article. . ,> 

l6. At the public letting or farming of the sa]e of. Cap^ wipQf* 
brandies, &c, at Cape Town, the government grants to die high- 
est bidder an exclusive license ; 

i. To tap and retail Cape wine. . , . .. 

2. To tap and retail Cape and foreign brandy, apd other ^j^r 
rituous liquorsl 

Both these licenses extend to Cape. Town, Salt River, Ronder 
boscb, Wynberg, Muizenburg, Si/non's Town, i^pd^'all the inters 
mediate parts, t^s expressed in the conditions of spljQ; of th<;t|j$ 
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j<yr Mick (»tt>t>«H«Mfi'^in^eof;aiftMrm lh« re8|MHMfve lets ; 
MgifO'toSt^MeiiboBeli^ ao<l aU o(4i«r places ^n6togWuV Aeco- 
loiiy, to wMcl^ (fa* obligMion of idking oitt license* is ei'fber 
«llieMiy» ty| may id fuiture, b^ extendt^d. 

d. Ta tftp aild retail foreign winev and beeT»^ wbiok fattt 

iieense extends through (he same Umitras tfae ttfo fbrka^, 

with the exception of Ca^ Town iiself* 

The contract to be formed between >tfa« goremraent and tbe 

MBpeeUvtfe wiiie^fanners, is fixed by the terms of the respective 



17* Government gMiUs licenses without letting: 
I* IPo tap tidd ittlMl fi[>i«ign wii»^ andbeer^ ilk Cape Town, 

whi€fh lieense» nmt be written en stamps of 300 rdt. 
f • Te tap and retail Cape beer, which licensei most be 
written dh sCataps of 25 itls. and vrithont which license, 
BO pdiMNM, net even* brewers, are allowed to ittail Cape 
beer, in any part of the colony. 

All such persons who shall, without' having obtftined either of 
Ae ttbove specified licenses, be found to hitve retailed any of thtt 
UxfUm expressed in tbem, will be considered as smugglers, and 
naeueh, be sebfected to the penalties stated in the I4th Anide. 

Government reserves to itself to grant the exdnsive privilege 
of brewing Cape beer, both by farm or otherwise, and to make 
tttcb* arranjgem^nts therein as it shall deem expedient. 

1%. None but burghers of the colony shall obtain th^ licenses 
asentioned in the two preceding Articles. No wine-growers shalt 
be allowed a license to tap and retail Cape and fc»reign wines, or 
•pM-itnotts liquors; and the wine^-farmers, and those having ob- 
tained said licenses, are not allowed in anyways, directly or 
indirectly) to associate themselves with a wine-grower or wine- 
growers, or to transfer to them any part of their farm or Hcense, 
on pain of each party becoming liable to a fine of iOOO rds. and 
any apwemeni existing between this formerorholderof a license, 
md the grower shall, moreover, be deemed null and void. 

19. The holders of the aforesaid licenses shall be allowed to 
lell the several liquors expressed in Ifaeir lioenses, in* such plkces 
as Aall best suit t&em, provided it be done with the concurrence 
of his Majest/s fiscal in Cape Town, or the landdrost or resident 
of Ae place, for which the license is granted. 
* The holders of licenses granted by public letting, shall have 
the right to open as many tap-houses as, by the coAdttionsof the 
letting, shall have been determined; remaining, however, re- 
q^onriMe for the conduct of the retailer, by them atmointed : 
and the offenders against any of the regulations estaraished by 
the present proclamation, or other existing laws, or against such 
as shall hereafter be established respecting the respecdve wine- 
fiirmerSf and prescribed by the conditions of the letting, shdf, 



when (hese defences are conimirted by retailers, be, neverthdies^, 
considered as if they had been committed by the farmeri Afptn- 
itelves, who shall for that reason also be held responsible fof ull 
confiscations and fines which, iti consequetice thereof, sh^rbe 
iiicvrred by their several retaihers; retaining, ixevertheWss, the' 
right of recovering against such of their retailers who, un- 
known to them^ shall have thus offended; and who, bs well as 
the farmers, shall be held responsible for the Consequences 
thereof. 

• 20. Moreover, the farmers of the licenses to retait Cape wirte?, 
brandy, and other spirituous liquors, are allowed ihe same right 
to Sell Cape wine and brandy wholesale, as the privileged wine- 
sellers are allowed by their licenses. 

* '21. The farmers, or other holders of licenses to retail, Are ex- 
dastvdy permitted to retail the liquors expressed in the?r respec- 
ttve licenses, to the shipping within the limits of their license, and' 
to send such liquor on board of ships, for the purpose of being 
there retailed; but all wholesale dealers, or' Tipe Wed wihe-sefters, 
ate permitted to dispone off their liquors to shipping, Either fbr' 
consumption in the harbour, or for stock for the voyage,' in 'thfe* 
tt^al wholesale quantities. ' . » 

22. No farmer (pachter) shall, however, ' be alte^^ed to retail* 
any liquors not expressed in his license, without hating obtained' 
permission to that effect from the farmer, (paehter,)tvhom it may 
concern, and with the knowledge of his Majesty's fiscal, land-| 
dro^t, or resident of ihe place to which the license or farm refer^j' 

' No farmer (pachter) shall be alldwed to sell, directly or indi- 
rectly, any wine or liquors at ar(y other place than at hfs known 
pbbtic tap-houses, on pain, in both' instances, oif being considered 
as a Tsmu^gler, and as ^uch of being putifshed according to the 
l'4th Article of this Proclamation, in those cases in \vhich the' 
first part of this Article shall have been contravened, and ol'being 
liable to a penally of 300 rds. and the confiscation of whateVeV 
wine and other liquors shall be found in such private tap-house, 
itt such cases as contravene the second part of this Article. ' ' 

' 23. AVben, andifor so long as to promote order iLnd the advan- 
tage of the Military, it shah be thought expetfient to allow caa-' 
teens to be kept in the castle in Cape Town, in barracks, '<juar-' 
ters, cantonments, or encampments, the farmers withlti whd$e 
limits such canteens shall be established, shall haVe the^xdUsive ' 
right to retail their liquors in the same ;' but they shaH co^oM' 
to all such limitations and military regulations, Iks for the'pre^' 
serv&tion of order, and to prevent fraud, shall be* deemed neces- 
sary ^. and the keepers of such canteens shall be obliged to bti^' 
the Kquois sold in their canteens, exclusively of the fhrmers 
(pachters) aforesaid, on pain of being considered as shiugglers, 
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aod liable as such to punishmant, accontipg to. the 14th Anick. 
of this ProclamiitiQii^ > 

24. ,tlie farmers and other holders of licenses shftH not seU» not 
otherwise dispose 6i, any other than good and unadulterated li-*^ 
quors, either wholesale or retail ; and in order rigorously to pre*, 
vent any , abuse herein, his Majesty's fiscal, the landdrost, or 
resident of the places where the wine stores, cellars, or tap-houses, 
belonging to the farmers, (pachters,) or other holders of licenscsi. 
are, are hereby authorized to inspect the same, or cause them to. 
be inspected ; and such farmers and other holders of licenses, 
lieing found to have sold any deteriorated or adulterated wineSf 
beerj or spirituous liquors, or to have sent such for sale to the 
retailers at any tap-house, cellar, or other public houses, shall, 
for each offence, be fined 150 rds., besides being liable to have 
the bad liouor immediately spilt, in the place where it shall be 
found, witnout any form of process. 

25. All casks wherein wine, beer, or other liquors are kept fojr. 
the supply of, or delivery to, the regimental or other militanr 
canteens, 6cc. shall be numbered, and half-a*bottIe, together with 
the number' of the cask, shall be sent when required to the office, 
of the town-major in Cape Town, and in any district out of town, 
to such officer as shall be thereto authorized by the commanding 
officer of the regiment or detachment to which the canteen is 
attached, as often as may be thought necessary, to have the li- 
quors in these canteens examined, by those qualified to do so ; 
when, on finding that any of them be spoiled or adulterated, thc^ 
holder of the license by whom such liquors have been delivered, 
shall be reported to his Majest3''s fiscal, landdrost, or resident^, 
to be dealt with as expressed in the foregoing article. But ia. 
case that after the information shall have been laid, it shall be' 
considered by his Majesty's fiscal, landdrost, or resident, that said 
liquors are saleable, and not too bad to be retailed, by the holder 
of the license ; and the town-major, or officer authorized to ex- 
amine the said liquors, shall feel dissatisfied with this award, he 
shall address himself to me, or to the governor for the time beii^ 
to whose final decision, as to the. good or bad quality of the said 
liquor, the parties shall be bound to submit, without any. further, 
form of process. . . 

26. No gaming, either with. cards, dice, or the like, shall be 
allowed in any of the licensed houses of the farmers, (pachters), 
or other licensed holders, on pain of a fine of 50 rds« to be paid' 
by the £irmer or licensed bolder; and the forfeiture of the mo;-: 
ney and other articles gambled for, independent of such ot^er^ 
penalties as are established by law against gambling^. 

27* The farrier (pachter), and other license holder, shall not 
purchase or take in pawn any arms, tools, clothes, shirts, shoes, 
stockings, sheets, blankets^ or in general, any necessary or sus- 
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.ptcM'arlicle, broogbt by soldiery sailion^ Hottentots, fr«e Wfcka^ 
-or slaves, and tbey sball not receive in payment for. their liquor 
ffoiBsq^h persons any thing but money, on pain of a 61^ pf 200 
rds. for the first offence ; and for the second, of having the tap* 
bouse, where the offenpehas been committed, shut up ; nor shall 
the farmer, or holder of the license, be allowed to open another 
Mp^-bouse in its stead ; nor will the aforesaid penalties e^cempt 
the offender from any action to which he may have. rendered 
hiipself liable, by purchasing, receiving in payment or in pawn, 
my article that may prove to have been stolen. 

2S. Tbey shall not be allowed to harbour or concealapy sol- 
.diers, sailors, slaves, or apprenticed prize negroes ; but» on tbe 
contrary, they shall be obliged to report to the nearest £uiarc|, 
.eiiery soldier or sailor, who shall be in any of their houses after 9 
o'clock in the evening, and insist on remaining there ; and io the 
.nearest under-sheriff, or police-officer, ihey shall give.iiiforma- 
•.tioo, in like cases, respecting any slaves or prize^negroes, on pain 
.of a fine, in case of harbouring such persons, of 100 rds.; and, 
. sbojDld such harbouring be proved to have been with intent to con* 
.ceal such persons, to the further penaUy of the forfeiture of the 
. license. 

'.; 89* All persons selling and retailing Cape and foreign \Yines, 

beer, and spirituous liquors, shall be obliged to have a sign or 

' bvard at the outside of the house where such liquors are sold^ on 

' wbich shall be written, in legible characters, in English and in 

Datch« what liquors are sold there, on pain of a fine of 100 rds. 

ibr the first offence, and for the second, of forfeiture of ii^o 

license. * 

:■• 30. All holders of public lodging or eating bouses, as also 

..society houses, are obliged to purchase the liquors which they 

sell in their houses or societies of the farmer, or other licensed 

:aeWer of puch liquors, on pain of being punished as smugglers, ac* 

cording to the 14th Article of this proclamation : however, such 

. porsoas are allowed to compromise with the respective farmers, 

• sod in case of disputes respecting the terms of such compromise, 
, his Majesty's fiscal, the landdrost, or resident, at the place where 

aiich house or society is established, may, al; the requesjt of tl^e 

• farmer, or the holder of such house or society, after having heard 
/ both parties, submit for my approbation and decision, or for the 
, .approbation and decision of the governor for the time being, the 

sum which he considers a sufficient equivalent tothe fartber, for 
, the keeper of such bouse or society, being allowed to purchase 
. the liquors included iQ the farmer s license) elsewhere* , . 

31. From the provisions of the preceding Article, are ex<- 
. 4Qepted the wine and otber liquors, which the keeper of pjubfic 
. lodging and eating bouses and socieities require for the consump- 
tion of their own families ; wherefore, bis Majest/s fiscal, the 

T 
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htnddrost, or resident, sit tbe place wb^e such bottsesare, is tiei^ 
by aatborized to fix the quantity of Hqnor deemed ^lifficient for 
tbeir own use; which, however, is not to.be done but ^itb tbe 
knowledge and concurrence of the farmer whom it concerns, oh 
pain of being considered as smugglers, and being punished as 
such, according to tbe 14th Article of this proclamation. 

32. Whereas the retailing of wine and other liquors, included 
in tbe licenses of tbe farmers and other holders, is forbidden to 
all who are not in the possession of such licenses ; so, in like 
manner, it is forbidden to purchase wine and liquors in retail, 

rom any other but such as are holders of said licenses or farmers, 

Sichters,) under tbe penalties expressed by tbe 14tb Article of 
isproclamation. 

33. And in order to prevent as much as possible any efa^oh 
of the foregoing regulation, no one shall be permitted to carry, Or 
cause to be carried, in the streets, wine and other liquors com- 
prised in the licenses, in less quantities than what is expressed by 
said licenses, on pain of a fine of 100 rds., unless the person de- 
tected can show, that the liquor found upon him comes from ftre 
former, or other licensed seller, and (hat it has not been pur- 
chased in a forbidden mode, or obtained by improper means ; ill 
case of inability to pay the fine imposed, the offender shall be 
subject to arbitrary punishment. 

34. No licenses, obtained either by fahh or otherwise, for the 
sale of wine, beer, and spirituous liquors^ shall continue longer In 
force than for one year; but shall be renewed on the 1st day of 
September in each year, or on such other day as the governmeiit 
shall appoint. 

33. The confiscations and fines directed by this proclamation 
are (in as far as no alteration has been made therein by thete 
presents) to be shared in the customary manner. 

36. The resident at Simon's Town, and the boards of landdrast 
and heemraden in the several districts of the colony, are autho- 
rized, with my approbation, or that of the governor f6r the tinle 
being, to make such further police regulations respecting tbe sale 
and tap of Cape and foreign wines, beer, and spirituous liquors, 
within tbeir respective districts, as they shall think necessary; 
which regulations having been apprbved by me, or the governor 
for the time being, shall, in the usual manner^ be promuf^tedln 
their respective districts, and be considered of equal force, as if 
included in this present prOclamatioft. 

37. The following proclamationsi and oAerlaws, in asfkfas 
they are unaltered by th^se presents, or by the present elttibt- 
ment, are not cancelled, but remain in full force and effect, viz. : 

a. The proclamation of the Sfith August, 1801, as fer «s'it*re- 
lates to the duties On tonnage, (vatgeld,) aecordinj; to ro- 
dent laws and customs. 
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. i^»TliC(.proclaioation of the S9th August, 1804, respecting the 
annual fariniDg of the sale apd tap of Cape \vin^>aad bran- 
dy, &c. 

c. The instructions for the wine tester, pf the 10th January, 
.1^1!^, tpgether )iirith. all such pther regulations i^ have any 
relatioa to the oh%ation on f he. part of the inbal^itants, not 
to export wine fr(^m the colony, without baying been ex- 
^mined.an^ approved by or. on bt;balf of the wine tester. 

d. The pr9c]fi|Q(i9.tion qf the 24th September, 1813, against the 
fraudulen,t u^ of fustage, condemned by the wine taster. 

e. The prpclamatiop of the 2J th Februarj^, 1818, against mixing 
Cape wine with bj^d foreigi^ winei and the exportation pf 
.^ch foreign win^f. 

/. The proclamation pf the ^Qth March, 1818, conlainii?^re* 
gulations respecting the peasmrement of fustage in whjch 
:wine is. kept .here,, the apppintment of a gauger, and ^he 
fixing of the duty to- be paid thereon. 
^. And further, all such others irelativ.e to this subject, as, by 
• this, present proclamation have not been cancelled or abro- 
glided. 
. And that po person . m^y plead ignorance ber^pf, this s^U be 
published and affixed as usual. 

GOD SAVE THE KING ! 

Given under my hand and seal, at the Cape of Good Hope, 
this 22d day of August, -1^21. 

(Signed) R. S. Donkin. 

By, his excellency's cpmmand, 

(Signed) C. Biro, Sec. 



AFP^DIXH. 

General Ttinports to the Cape qf Good Hope, during the 
'Year 1821.' 

Eix-doUan. 

Total, custpiin'house valuation of British goods, being 

ik^ prime CQst» exclusive of all charges ' • • ' • • 3,778|440 

Total, custom-^u^e . valuation of Bri.tisb plantation 

gpods, bpn^r the value thereof ^t this place . '. . 13^890 

Total custom-^bou^e valuation of forefgti and East 
In^ia goods, iiiaport^d. from Great Britain, b^ing 
the value thereof fit thisi place . ,, . . " . . ;. 57^,590 

Total custom-house valuation of foreigp goods, from 
South America, being the value thereof at this 
place S,191 

4,371,111 
Y 2 
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Bu-clolkrs. 
' Amount brought ftirward 4,371,111 

Total Cttstoin-house valuation of foreign and East In*^ 
idia goods, imported' from the eastward by private > 

traders, being the value thereof at this place . • 1,^54,360 

Total custom-house valuation of East India goods 
from the eastward, by the Hon. East India Com- • 
. pany, being the sale price thereof . • . • . . 291»466 

Total custom-house valuation of foreign goods from > 

the Netherlands, being the value thereof at this 
place 73/>33 

Total custom-house valuation of foreign goods from 

France, being the value thereof at this place . . 43,832 

Total custom-house valuation of East India goods 

[ horn the eastward, in foreign vessels, beings the 

value thereof at this place . . . . • . . . • 4,256 

Total custom-bouse valuation of China goods in 

Portugueze vessels, being the sale price thereof . 22,i64 

ToUl Rix-dollars . . • • . 6fi60,222 

'' Add 10 per cent, profit to be remitted . ; • 606,022 



6,666,244 
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RATE OF EXCHANGE. 



To March, 18l6 » 
June, 18l6 • • 
September, 1816 
December, 18l6 
March, 1817 . 
• Jkine, 1817 • • 
September, 1817 

r December, 1817 
March, 18l6 . 
June, 1818 . . ' 

., September, 1818 
December, 18 f 8 
March, 1819 . 



. 85f 
. 88| 

. m 

• ^l«l 

• 12C| 
. 133^ 
,127^ 
. 130, 
. 131 

. i*3i 
. los^fv 






To June, 1819 . . 
September, 1819 
December, 1819 
March, 1820 . 
June, 1820 . . 
September, 1820 
December, 1820 
Marchj 1821 . 
September, 1821 

' March, 1822. * . 
April, 1822' . . 
May, 1822 . . 
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Annual St(itemeiii, showing the Value of the different Species 
rf Produce and, Merchafidijse,^ exported from Table Bay, 
Cape of Good Hope, between l^t Jamaiy.and S\st De- 
cember,\%9^l. 

CoLoviAL Produce. Rk^n. 

. • i\loes .••....'. 55,800 lbs. • . .174,000 

Argol . . . . • . : : 15,660 lbs. . . . 1,960 

. Barilla .* .* .\ ....'. ^00 lbs. • . ;. 100 

Beer .'..'.'.*. . .* . 228 gallons • . 186 

Bone, whale 4,600 lbs. . . . 450 

_. Buttpr ....... 76,540 lbs. . . . 36,090 

Cordials 700 

Corn, Grain and Meal, viz. 

_ ..Barley ...... 5,824 njuids . . 42,010 

Oarts . ..... . 2,123 muids . . 10,010 

Wheat-flour . . . . . 10,000 lbs. . . . 2,000 

Curiosities, natural '. . . ... . . . . 2,480 

Elephant and sea-cow teeth . 4,538 lbs. . • . 8,350 

Feathers, ostrich . . . . 2,495 lbs. . . . 115,590 

Firewood 290 

Fruits, dried 16,945 

' ijum- .• .• .' . . . . . 1,690 lbs. . . . 580 

Hay ........ 545,800 lbs. . . . 21,370 

Hidesi horse and ox . . . 2,732 ps. . . . 14,830 

Tanned 1,050 

Horns, ox ..... . . 3,010 ps. . . . 270 

Horsfss 196 56,980 

Lime ... ^ 2,495 half-aums . 5,840 

Mules . 26 ... . 3,960 

Oil, Seal 2,576 gallons . . 2,700 

Whale ..;... 6,600 gallons . . 5,690 

Onions ........ 196 muids . . 1,010 

Oxen 369 ... . 15,460 

Poultiy . . . ' 2,450 

Provisions, salted, viz. 

Beef . 150 

.Mutton 460 

Salt ........ 3,538 muids . . 15,725 

$lieep • ... . . . . 2,728 . • . . 14,120 



Carried up 



m^foi 
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Colonial Peopuce. 



Skins, Calf . . . 

Goat • . . 

Seal . . . 

Sheep . . 

Wild Beasts . 
Stones .... 
Vinegar .... 
Wine, Constantia • 

of all other sorts 
Wool, sheep's . . 
Wood, waggon . . 
Zebra- 



Brought up 
. 200p8. 
10,208 ps. 
10,725 ps. 
46,287 ps. 
. 87 ps. 



5,819 gallons 
3,867 gallons 
756,974 gallons 
12,220 lbs. .• 



RSx-drt. 

573,805 

200 

12,050 

15,9^ 

2d,M<^ 

785 

230 

5,«K) 

39,430 

1,056,170^ 

11,850 

1,9«0 

150 



Total Rix-drs. . 1,741,035 



Exports of Articles not Colonial Produce, 

To England, in British vessels .' . . • • . . 17,140 

St. Helena .. do. ....... • 28,430 

South America and the West IndieSi do. • • 39*440 

the eastward . do.* . . ., . ... . 142,215 

New South Wales, do. ........ 12,080 

the Netherlands do. .* .' .* ..... 2^,350 

the Netherlands, in Dutch vessels . ... . 2,045 

Bourbon, in French vessels • ..... 2,390 

TotalRix-drs. . 27.1,090 

Total Colwiial Produce 1,741,035 '' 

Total Not Colonial 27.1,090 

Grand Total Rix-di-s 2,012,125 . 

APPENDIX l! 

(Copy.) Naval Yard, Simoti's Town, 

13th Det. 18fl9. 

Sir, 

Pt?RSUANT to your orders-of the 15th ulttnk>, I beg to 
acquaint you I have proceeded and taken a trigonometrical sur- 
vey oi^ llout Bay, a copy ef which I send you herewith, by which 
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you will perceive it is a very flat and shallow bay, of no great 
capacity. No vessel of above sixteen feet draught of water can 
with safety lie land-locked. It is clear ground and good anchor- 
age all over the bay; .but f(oro \i$ exposure to S.W. and W.S.W. 
and the appearance of the pebble stones in the bight, I am of 
opinion, a very heavy, swell rolls into the bay at times, in the 
winter season, and after a N.W. or westerly gale. It may afford 
great advantage to his Majesty's ships and vessels (or any others) 
bound to Simon's Bay, when they are caught to leeward by aS.E. 
windt and cwjnot weather Cape Point, and the gale likely to con- 
tinue. In such cases, I strongly recommend their running into 
Hout Bay, which may be entered with great facility from the 
souihwardf^taking precaution not to borrow too near Chapman's 
Bay and Northook Point, to avoid the shoals, which run off some 
di«tance from the beach. . It may also afford advantage to ships 
bound into Simon's Bay, and a N.W. gale (in particular circum- 
stances, such as being short of. provisions or water) blowing, and 
the appearance of its continuing. In such cases it might be pro- 
per and advisable to put into Hout Bay, till the gale was over,, 
and the weather more favourable. 

The. south-easterly winds, during my stay there, appeared to 
b]pw steady in the entrance in a diagonal manner across the bay.. 
It blew at times with great violence. With respect to other 
winds, I had very little opportunity of observing how they affected . 
the entrance, as the wind was alrpost constantly blowing from the. 
SQUtb^easl on the south side of the bay. One day, when I under- 
stood from the. fishermen it was northerly outside, it was light, 
winds,; variable, and calms, in the bay ; and in the bight, where the 
buoy boat lay, it was in general very variable. When I came out, 
1 found the wind at north outside, it was then blowing steady at 
north through the entrance. 

There is a fine run of spring water in the bight, where the buoy i 
boat lay, which is the most convenient place for watering a ship. 
The casks must be filled on the shore, rolled to the water, and, 
rafted off. There are also several small springs of good water, 
near the fish huts, which might be collected into one body, and 
alford. great facility in watering a ship. The casks will also, at^ 
the latter place, have to be rafted off. 

I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 

To Commissioner (Signed) J. Ooodridob* 

Sir Jahl. Brenton, Bart. 
K.C.B. &C.&C. 
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Sjctrdcts from a Letter written to Rear Admiral Robert 
' Flamjnn,' by Honourable Henry John Rotis^ Captain of 
H.m. Sloop Podargus* 

(Copy J His Majesty's Sloop Podargtis, 

St. Hdena, 29ih March,' 181». * 

" hETURHiHO frotn my cruise in search of Saxembttrg, 

bis Majesty's sloop Podargus ran into Hout Bay, on the Isl 

■ January, 1819, in a heavy gale of wind from S.E., being short of 

water, and having split most of her sails and sprung her fc»re lop* 

mast in an attempt to weather Cape Point. 

With the exception of Saldanha, there is no harbour so eooMno*' 
dious, safe, or that has so many advantages, as Hout Bay. Situated 
at the S.W. extreme, it presents a secure retreat to ships not able- 
to weather Cape Point, in strong fiouth-easteHy winds, when they 
could not beat to the anchorage in Table Bay, and in the vriiitcr 
to ships exposed to north-westerly gales, when it would be impos* 
sible to work into False Bay, and they would not dare to attempt 
the anchorage on a lee siiore in Table Bay. 

Yet with thi& local superiority, situated in a rich and healthy 
part of the colony, with abundance of water, a krge farm a mile- 
distant, which supplies the navy contracts with beef and vegeta« 
bles, and within fourteen miles of Cape Town, it is entirely neg* 
lectcd. i 

The harbour forms a basin about -five or six miles in circum*^ 
ferenee, where, with moorings laid down, twenty sail of 'the line 
can be' land-locked ; from six to nine fathoms water, fine caildy' 
bottom ; high water at full and change at three o'clock ; rise about 
six-feet. . . • i • • 

The entrance is remarkably fine and cannot bo mistaken, deep^ 
\ifikter on either shore withii) a stone's throw. The patth of rocks 
in Captain Rous' plan is a mile and half farther to the lyestward y 
and about one ipUe from the shore,, they ar^ visible, quite out oif 
the direction of ships approaching from the eastward, and may 
easily.be atoided in runtiiAgin from the westward, with a novthi^ 
westerly wind. 

I have no doubt that there is a good pa^^ge in sfaiprc. (|f them* 
The other objection assigned is, that a heavy swell rolls into the 
land, with a south-westerly .wind, l>ut this swell cannot dange<» 
rously affect ships lying in a land-locked harbour, and soath*west 
winds are seldom prevalent during any season at the Cape* 
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' I presume to Mate my opitii^nv that Hoot Bay 9' in c^ery poiiil> 
of vi«w, jg the proper vituation foroar dodo yard's establiniBilmt; 
Its great Aunti^ of ipgress and- egress^ (which ivas escemplificd 
soon aifter the Cape first fell into -our poodsioii^ by a.Fivnck'.fri* 
gate' batting run in, completed her watery obtained supfdiet. «if; 
eattle and vegetables, and again made; sail with jmpumty»;in coii*( 
sequence of which/ a fort and block«house were erected 00 the. 
eastern shore, and a captain's guard of 130 men stationed there^ 
dtiring the. last war,) thiei' short distance from Cape. TaMtn> both 
by sea and land, the superioriiy of the.harboiir^ and rich eoiintty; 
surroanding it,: render it infinitely, superior. to Simon's Bay, whieb. 
is exactly the reverse in all those leading points. . Besides the; 
difficulty of getting to Simon's Bay, either in. ihe N.W. or S.E./ 
gaks, ships are liable- to be detained diree. weeks by the. latter;' 
whereas at Hout Bay, the wind blows out of the harbour everf ; 
lidoiviin'g at day-li^t* : ) • ; .' < 

When the numerous dangers in False Bay are conndeivd^.atid 
the mtmfaer of wrecks, every year, in that and Tablfi Bay, I can*, 
not help regretting that this excellent harbour sboidd rettaiii: 
useless, and- that such an indifierent situation as Siteon's Bajr. 
shbdld be chosen for out naval an^ial." . ( 
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PROCLAMATION. 

WHEftEAS it has been deemed expedient, ^ with a view to the^ 
prosperity of this settlement, that the language of the parent 
country should be more universally difi^sed, arid that! a perrod 
should be now fixed, at which the English language shall be ek«^ 
clusively used in all judicial and official acts, proceedings, and 
business, within the same. The long and familiar intercourse 
which has happily taken place bistwisen the good inbKbitants of 
this colony, and the. very numerous British-born subjects, who 
have established themselves, 'or have been settled here, has 
already greatly facilitated a measure which is likely still more 
closely to unite the loyal subjects of their common 80vereign« 
The system which I had previously adopted, with a view to this 
exigence of employing British-bom subjects, conversant in both 
languages, in the parochial duties of the reformed religion, as 
established in this colony, has likewise paved the way to the arae* 
lioration now contemplated. 

It has pleased his Majesty most graciously to approve that 
measure, and to enable me to act more extensively upon it, not 
only by having commanded clergymen of the established church 
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oiiSeptiaiMlf (whoM rtKgibut tencte are pfocmiv nimlar i^.those 
oftbereforflMd church of lihk.oosntrv,).who haveteceivedin* 
sInictipQ iR the Ddtch language ia Hollaml, ta be sent bilher to 
bapUccd in the vacant oharcbcsi fafut by hatring autkortaed cqbh 
petoitt iind respectable imtraeton being employed at public ex<^ 
peue, at evary principal place throughout the colony, ibr thA 
poitoote of fiicilhating the acquirement of the English laagua^ 
Id ailclattes of society. 

These teachers having now arriyed, the moment appears favor* 
a)Ml»' for giving full effect to his Majesty's conuaalids;.and l» 
thtrtfbit, aereby order aad ctirect, by virtue of the power and 
ssthevfty ta me vested, that the English, kngoage be exclusively 
used in aH judicial acts aad proceedings, either in the supreoe 
oniftferiof coiivls of this cokmy, ftom the Iss day of January, oJF 
t^e>year'^ our Losd one thoosand. eight hundred and twenty* 
seven; and that all official acts and documents of the seveiaL 
public offices of 'this government (the documents aad records of 
theoottrts of justice excepted) be drawn up and piomuJgalfd ia; 
the English hmguage, Irom. aad after the l«t day of January, one. 
tliattsand etg^t hnadiisd aad twuty<*five ; and that all documenta 
piepared and iaraed from the oftee of the chief aeevcitaiy to this 
government, be preparefl in the English language, from and after 
2ie 1st day of January next, in the year of our Lord one thou- 
sand eight hundred and twenty-three ; from and after which pe- 
riods, respectively, the English language shall, in such judicial 
and official acts and proceMliags, be exclusively adopted. 

And that no person may plead ignorance hereof this shall be 
published and affixed itk the Visual manner. 

GOP SAVE THE KIKG! 

. CfiveiA under my hand a^id sea,!, at the C&pe of Good H6pe, 
ihi^iih day of July, 1822. 

(Signed) C. H. Somerset. 

By coBBsand of his ExceUency- the Governor, 

(Signed) C, Bird, Secretary; 
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PROCLAMATION. 

By tih Excellency: tb^ Right H^a, General Jjqrd Clijarlf^i^ ^eiM7 
Somerset, one of His Majesty's Most Honourable Privy C«»ui^ 
cil, Colonel of Hisi Majesty's 1st West In^ia Regiment, Govei- 
nof adul Qo^mander in Chief of His Majesty '&Ca«tle» Town, 
and Settlement of the Cape of Gop4 Hone» .i^. So^th A(fric% 
imd qf the Territories and Dependencies tnereof, and Ordinary 
and VicerAdmiral of the same, . Coinmander of tl|e Forcet, 
^C, 6[,q. icc4 

Whereas it has appeared to his Majesty's government tbat tbe 
laws in force in this colony, relating to testamentary dispositions 
of property, may, in their . operation, defeat the expectations of 
those individaals wha have emigrated,' and become settlers within 
thejurisdictioo of this government ; and I have, in coasequeiwe 
thereof received his Majest/s most gmcious commandfi to itiate 
provision in the premises according to eiremnstances:-— I do, 
therefore, in pursuanee thereof, and by virtue of the authority in 
me vested, hereby make known, declare and oTder,^«-That it s^all 
be hereafter considered lawful, regular, and of full force, for all 
i«sident» and settlers in this colony ofithe Capo of Good Hope^ 
^MAg naturaKborn sublets of the United Kingdom of Great. 
Urihiin and Ireland, to enjoy the same rights of devising their 
proj^erty, both real lind personal, as they would be entiUed te 
exercise under the laws and custonsof England.; provided, Ikav* 
«ver, that in case any- such natural bom subject of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland shall enter !ut6 the mar* 
liage state within this settlement, without making a previous 
marriage settlement, (called in the colonial law term aiile<^nuptiai 
conlKact) his property in such ca^e, both real and personal^ shidl 
be administered and divided according to colonial IttW^ notwith- 
standing any subsequent testamentary devise, unless such' stibser 
queAt testamentary devise be made in conjunction with the wif^ 
of the piarty, according to the colonial law on this head. . 

And it is hereby further made known and ovdi^red, that thlp 
original * ivill or testament of any person dying* ifi' this colony, 
^aH be deposited, as usual, in the orj>han chambef, it Capp 
Town, in order' to legalize the adnainistration of the estate, ^by 
the executor or administrator thj^repf. 

And I do hereby further order and direct iW presideffl^ orad- 
ing president, >of any^ of the matrimonial courts of th& jjovern* 
B»eRt, to explain clearly to every nalaral-born subject of the 
United Kingdori) of Great Britatn mni Ireland, who shall be 
alKAit to enter into* matrimonifil-engfltgenents, and appear for 
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Ihat parpose before such court, the tenor of this my ProcUuna* 
tioD ; noting on their record their haviag so done, that no man 
may justly plead ignorance of this provision. 

And in order still further to obviate, the plea of not knowing 
the law on this head, I have caused this Proclamation to be pub- 
Ifshed and a'^xed as usual, and to appear in three successive 

• ■ • GOD SAVE THE KING ! * 

r' GiVefi ukiclef my hand and seal, at the Cape of Good Hope, 
this l^th day of July, 1822. 

(Signed) C. H. Soubmb*. 

t • • • -^ ' By command of his Excellency the Governor, • 

(Signed) C. Bird, Secretary. 
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Total Xi^t of Civil'Seevants of the Cape Colony ; alt of 
].'.', : . t(;Aow are paid from the Colonuu Funds* . 



Biitd^kmekti pdad in SterHng 
•* ' 3f6ney. 

' £ 

f^vntwx . > . ^- 1^000 

Fmste Secretary . — 506; 

^ide-de-Gamp, per day, IO5. 
Colonial Secretary — 
l^paty ditto ' — 
J«dge V. Adm. Cotirt 
i4fiditor ; — 
(Collector of .Ciistomt «— 
Comptroller of Castomy . 
Searcher * — ' 

Collector, Simon^ Bay 
PtetCan^ -« . 

.Widow Reyo^eld (aiutui^) 



Assessor Conrt of Appeals 
Secretary -^ 

Colonial Paymaster - — 
Chaplain ► ' — ' f 

'XlittOk:Simiwi'sTovB --r 
Cwnnippdjint of ditto, per 

^tki^^dAllt on' the Frontier, 

Commandant, tOs. 
JB«pefuit«mftftei of -fkto Bea- 

]A^tte the Colony , — ..^ 



3,500 

],5i00 

600 

1,050 

1,000 

i,OOQ 

700 

TOO 

530 

500 

300 

480 

1,000 

700 

350 



500 



d!^,9» 



CohmdlQfice. 

: (Heads paid in Sterling MoneyO 

Aiksistant Cokmial Secretary 3,600 

TraosUior - — - lyiOO 

Head Clerk •— . 1,500 

9 Clerks of 900 each 1,800 

4 700 S,800 

^. 500 — i/m 

1 .., ■• . ' ..^ — 400 

, ,Rds. 11,980 



Vaccine. 

Dinector . — 

Two Vaccinators, 1300 each 
Secretary 

Rda.5,3b0 

Lombard. Bank. , . ^ 
President; . — , .^/KK) 

Three Diiectors, 1,600 each . ^^00 
BooJL-keeper — f.lOp 

Cashier *— 1300 

Clerk — eOO 

' * * IHicount'iimikn 

iqashicr _" — \: ' ^tfifSO 



' Gtrried up . 



1 ISiMO 



AppEiri>iX;F. 



9I» 



Brought ap 
A(;coimtant 
Assistant ditto 
Chtk 
MeascQger 



18,000 

IS 

. «00 

480 

Rds. 90,780 



Stamp Office, 

Commissioner and Cotlectof, a per 
o^tago on the amount of stamps 



., Court of Justice. 
ChieT Jastiee — 

fiight Members, 4,«50 each 
Secretary — . . 

Surgeon --. 

English Secretary — 
One-Head Clerk -^ 

Two Clerks - — 
Thr^ ditto-' — 



9,000 

34,000 

«,000 

. 1,000 

3.000 

9,000 

1400 

900 



Rds. 57.000 
Twenty-seven tower Officers 6,998 



ToUl 



Rds. 63^998 



Auditor. 

(Head Officer paid in Sterling.) 

^rst Clerk — 1,900 

.Second ditto — 700 

Rds* 1,900 

FiscoTs Department. 

fSjIQil y^ 11.500 

First Deputy ditto — * 4»500 

•Second d^to -^ S,000 

JlruClerk — 1400 

Second ditto < -~ . : 700 

Chief Executor — i,foo 

Vorty-four loirer Officers 38,676 

Rds. 60^ 

^Fiscal receiTCS one-thhrd of all fines 
and seizures. 



.Cqllector of Tithes Ikp^rtmrnt. 

Collector ' • L 3,000 

■' at Market — 600 

Seven lower Ofkers — 9.000 



Rds. 5,600 J 



inspector of ^Lai^ J 



losptctor -^ 

Three bwef Officenr 



9.000 
966 



Rds. 5,960 



Receioet Gekeral, 

Recdver General -~ 4.000 

Flnt Clerk -- . t,^0O 

Secotid ditto — . 90e 

Rds. 6*10(1 



Slave Registry. 

Inspector — 
Assistant ~ 
Head Clerk — 
Four aerks at 600 — 


5,000 
9.000 

750 
9.400 

360 



Rds. 10.510 

Office for the.S(de of Gmpowdcr^ 

On each fwund sold for consumption, 
one scbelling. 



Vendue Office. 

Commissary -*-' 

Assistant — > 

Book-keeper -— 

Tirst Vendue Clerk . — 

Second and third ditto, 700 
Fourth and fifth ditto. 500 
SiJ^th ditto — 

Two Ordinari^. 480 ^ — 
Messenger , — 



Rds. 15.790 

Wine Taster. ' 




Taster 

.Book-keepfir 

Ganger 



3/)0p 
\ 700 

RdfTS^ 



: Sequestrator. 

Sequestrator ' -^ - 

Assistant and Cashier 
Head Clerk — 

'Book-keeper • , — 
Fh^ and Second Clerk, 750 
• Thii^ dittos -^ 



Carried up *- 



4,000 

1,900 
1,10b 

900 
1.500 

600 

9.300 



-ApffEWDIxPi 



>t|^p * — 9,S00 
IbMeDeer «nd Aactioneer 1»500 
Second Mesfcnger — . 610 

Rds. 11,410 



Pjmttr. 

•ttlMkititendkuit -« t,tOO 

a«klUeeper — dOO 

M&ter — l,tOO 

FinhCoropositor — 840 

BMMKi Md third, 7tO 1,440 

Foarth «Bd fifdi, 600 -- l,t00 

Pressman — 840 

Messenger — f4(> 

Rds. 7,460 



JLoRif .Reventie. 



BeceiTer 
Assbtant 
Clerk 
Messenger 



3,700 

1,000 

.600 

S40 

Rds. 5,540 



Past Office. 

Postmaster — 5,000 

.Clerk „ — 1,«00 

Two Letter-carriers* «ach 480 96Q 

Two Postrrideis, each 480 960 
Twepty in .all* inclndtng Post- 
masters in the country, at 

500 and 500 . — 4,800 



Kds. 19,920 



Orphan Chamber, 

Piewlent - 4,000 

Vke President — 1,500 

Four Members, 1000 each 4,000 

SecitetafT — 5,500 

Book-keeper — 4,000 

Chief CliSk — 1.000 
Pitat and second Clerks, 650 

^ach — 1,300 
(Wld and fourth ditto,. 600 

«,ch — 1^00 

iMesMnger and Jluctioneer ;t»50p 

•Bacond ditto — 24P 



Cufimi: ' ; , 

(Head Oifi$er» paid fnSterlbg.) 

CdHectors' First eierk l^MW 

Second ditto 980 

Warehouse Keeper t,800 

8«aitber^s Clerk — 1,«00 

l^de^Snnreyor — «40 

Five Tide WaitaiPl,7fO cimA 3,600 

Messenger — 360 

IUh.9;50O 

CompttoSera' Fust Cteik 1,900 

Second ditto 900 



B4«.UI,40t 



Customs f ^Simons Town. 

(Collector paid in Sterling.) 

Comptroller. .-— :%088 

~ ■ .7J8P 

— 1-oon 

7J0 



Cler^ 
GoUector's Clerk 
Second ditto 



Whatf Office,. Cape Tom. 

Wharfmaster — 3,500 

Two Clerks. 720 each 1,440 

;(d8. 4,940 

Fwt Qfficcy Cape Town. 

(Head OiBcers paid in Sterling.) 

Depnty, Port CapUfai — 1 ,«60 
HealthOfficer — 600 

Boatmen — tfi^ 

Rds.4y$00 

Fort Office, Smon^sTtmn. 

HariiQiir Ma«|er '^ 8|000 

Coxswahi — 420 

Six Seamen, 300 each IJSOO 

«ds.;M80 



Government Garden. 

^perinteodant — fOO 

Overseer at Nenland, 3s. st^- . . 

.ting per day. 

-—^— at Camp's Baj 360 



. Carried up 



— 1,060 



'AvftmbrkP. 



m6 



Branglitttp — 1,060 

dsrdener - * — 460 

— : at Newlands 540 

Plodghmati — 144 

Rds. 9,404 



Gaoemment Slave Lodge. 
Director — 1,800 

Surgeou — 1,500 

Porter — 19« 

Three Oveneers, 199 each 576 

Schoolmaster — 96 



Rd3 4464 



Two Schoolaiasters for Chris- 
tian Doctrine, 240 each ' 

Four^BoatmeD, Algoa Bay, 
360 each — 

Agent of Somerset Farm 

Surgeon of 0ealtii» Sim6n's 

Scboelroaster, ditto — 

Physician to the GoTcnior's 

HoQsehold ~ 

Instructor of Midwives 
Commandant at Fort Frederic 
Commandant at B^bben Is- 
land, 10s. per day - 
Waggon Master — 

Overseer to Ciril Oi&ces 
Bookbinder to Government 
Ovencter^at Gutaniqna Land 
£nglisb^ Schoolmaster to Go- 
vernment Slaves -* 
Instructor to the Lepers 



480 

1,440 
200 

500 
200 

600 

500 

1,200 



600 
300 
600 
360 

360 
60O 



Rds.7940 

Burgker ScMte* 

President for three years 3,500 
Three Memben (no pay till 

Ihey become Preaideats by 

rotation) 

Auditor and Coinptfoller 3,000 

Secretary — 2,500 

Treasurer. — 1,500 

Head Clerk — 600 

Second ditto . — 480 

Thtid ditto -^ 480 

Fourth ditto -:- 360 

Carried up — 12,420 



Brought Qt> 1 

' First Messenger -^ 

Seednddino' -^ 

Town Overseer — . 

Assistant - -~ 

Overseer of Canals and Pumps 
Officer of Health — 

Late ditto — * 

Postmaster — • 

Messenger . — . 

Secretanr to the Town Bngoue 

Office — 

Messenger to ditto — - 

Superannuated Pompmaker 
Overseer of the Town Negroes 
Ditto of Town House — 
Toll Man, (Sunday Toll) 



Rds. 16,210 



CAPE. DISTRICT. 

Landdrost — . 4p00 

Secretary — *t,000 

Head Clerk ^ 6bO 

Cashier of tlie Tolls — 360 

First Clerk — . 5OO 

Second Clerk — 300 

Inspector of Roads — 1,200 

Messenger «--f 750 

Under-sheriff — 600 

Six Police Ridcfi, SpO each 1 J990 

Bdii.t2i6tO 

9te1lenbo«:h, including 4,500 

Rds. for the Landdrost %760 



Sroettendam amd CaUdim. 
Landdrost — 4,^00 

Deputy ditto — 2,000 

Secretary — i,00O 

Deputy ditto — 600 

Lower Officeis ' — 8/X)4 

Bdf.l6,j04 

TulbagA, rbmMam, and 
Worcester. 



[bapb — 
Deputy, Ctanwilllam 

CaTflfd up <— 6,500 



4500 
2,000 



m 



AppsiieixP^ 



> B/OQghtop ^ ' 6,500 
DqMity, Worcester . — S;000 
iMWtt Officers .. — 9,^40 



Rds. 18440 



' — George. 




linddrost - — 


4,500 


"Secteurj — • 


1.000 


PflotatthelCiiysQa — 


800 


Coiswain — 


480 


9uL nowers •— 


«,160 


lower Offioerr -^ 


7,992 



Eds. 16,932 

GrmfReynet^ Cradocky and 
' Beaufort. 

" lan^drost, G raaf R^net 4,500 

^Depntj, eradock — 2,^00 

Depaty, Beaufort — 2,000 

Minister — 2,000 

. Tbree Field Commandos, at 

300 each ' * — 90O 

Twentj'six Field Comets, at 

200 each — 5,200 

. lower OMoers ' — 15.969 



^ Rds. 32,569 

tfitenhage. 

Om FieM Commandant 300 

NitMrField Comets. 200 each 1.800 
Other Oilcers — 12,424 



64$. 14»5f4 



Bathurst. 

M^k»rOQ<ier •- 600 

/ £o<ir Field Comets, 260 e^ch 800 

, Oti^r Officers ^ 13.104 



i 



Rds. 14,504 



* OOVERkMENT RESIDENCES. 



Resident •" 
, FimtCtetk 
, Second Clerk: ^ 



CajTied ug ; — 



3,000 
fiOO 
420 

4,020 



' V Broughtopi. . ..>-r ' 4,020 

Messenger ' — 240 

Viyler^heriffK -^ .260 

Three ConsUbks, 420 each 1,260 

Tluree Kfifires. 80 each 240 



Rds. 6,020 

SaldanhaBay. 

Resident — 600 

Coxswain — 420 

Four Boatmen — 1.440 

Two Signal Men ' — 720 



Resident 
Overseer 



Piette9iberg*s Bay. 

Resident — 

Labourers — 

Signal Men — 



tfoMf/ Bay. 


Rds. 3.180 

600 

77 


• ■ 


Rds. 677 



60O 
144 
144 



Rds. 888 



Bucfc Bay. 



Snperintendant 
Overseer 



500 
600 

Rdstf 1.100 



CLERGY. 

Reformed Church. 

ri|[St Minister -^ 2,500 
Second and lliird ditto, 2.300 

'^ach. . , — 4.600 

First Clert — ai'6f 

8econd ditto — 286% 

Organist . .— 300 

Sexion — * .234 



Rds. 8,537 
Political Cogiinissioner Rds. 1,500 
Lutheran Cleigyman * Rds. lfi(3 
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English Clergy, 
(Colonial Chaplain patd in Sterling.) 



Church Clerk 

Sexton 

Messenger 



350 
50 



Rds.7aQ 



Simon's' Bay. 
(Chaplain paid in Sterling.) 



Clerk 
Sexton 
Bell Kinger 



150 
150 
100 



Siellenhosck. 



Minister 
Clerk 



Minister 
Clerk 



Paari. 



Rds. 400 



3,000 
199 



Rds. t,199 



J,000 
Rds. «,«40 



Caledon, 



Miiiiiter 
Clerk 



f,000 
177| 

Rds. f ,1771 



Minister at George . •' 2^000 

Swellendam «,000 

Tulbagh «,000 

Beaufort 2,000 

Uitenhage 2.000 

Graaf Rennet 2,000 

Somerset 2,000 

Clanwilliam ; 2,000 

CafTraria 1,000 

Officiating Minister at Somer- 
set -- 144 



Rds. 17,144 



Pensioners amount to Rds. 18,344 



AUowancei. 
House to Secretary — 2^000 

. Landdrost, Cape 600 

Messenger, Colonial 

Offiee ~ 400 

Rds. S,000 
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APPENDIX Q. 

The Number of Houses in Cape Town is 1478. 

The Number of InhMtants in Cape Town. 

CHRisTrAii«.<*..Men above l6 yean of age 2,27^ 

Women do. 1,924 

Sons under iS . . • • \fi9& 

, Daughters above 25 . . 129 

Do. under 25 . . 1,979 



Fasfi BLACK&..Men above l6 years 

Women do. . . 
Sons under l6 do. . • 
Daughters above 25 do. 
Do. under 25 do. 

AppRBKTiCE8...Male above l6 years 
Do. under l6do. . 
Female above 12 do. 
Do. under 12 do. 

HoTTfiNT0T8....Male above l6 years 
Do. under }6do. . 
Female above 12 do. 
Do. under 12 do. 



460 
537 
370 
12 
379 



8,003 



Slavbs.., 



..Male above 16 years 
Do. under l6 do. . 
Female above 12 do. 
Do. under 12 do. 



S6S 

96 

197 

109 



1,758 



110 
89 

172 
91 



2,833 
1,566 
1,922 
1,213 



765 



362 



7,534 
Total 18,422 



Number of Inhabitants and Deaths in the Caps Distbict 
(exclusive of Cape Town), Year 18121. 

Desthfl. 

Men 765 il 

Women 558 9 

Sons 541 7 

Daughters ...... 595 4 

Servants 94 

2,554 31 
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Peathf. 

Number, &c. brought forward. . 2,554 31 
Hottentots above 1 6 years 252 9 

Female do. 14 227 7 

Hottentots under l6 200 

Female do* 14 158 

Prize Negroes above l6 245 4 

Do. under l6 37 3 

Prize Negroes above 14 43 1 

Do. under 14 31 

Male Slaves above 1 6 1,89^ 50 
Do. under l6 474 

Female do. above 14 65S 41 

Do. under 14 498 ,. 



Total . . . 7,273 14^ 



Total Inhabitants — In Cape Town . . 18,422 
Cape District . 7,273 

25fi95 



APPENDIX R. 

MEMORANDA. 

A legger of wine contains • . 152 gallons. 
An half-aum (aam) . , . . 19 do. 

The Cape-Dutch hundred of pounds are 108^ English pounds, 
avoirdupois. 



The Cape paper-money consists in stivers. 
6 stivers .... 1 skelling 
8 skellings ... 1 rix-doUar. 
The old original English penny-pieces are current for two sti- 
vers. — ^Those of modern date, and halfpence, are not current at 
any price. 

The Rhinland foot is the measure used at the Cape. If an 
English foot be divided into 1000 parts, it requires 103d<fora 
Rhinland foot. 



z2 
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NOTES 

BY THE EDITOR. 



I. 

PAPER CURRENCY.— See p. 35. 

The depreciation of the paper-currency of the Cape, at the 
inordinate pitch of degradation to which it has sunk, is an evi( of 
the utmost magnitude, pregnant with ruin of domestic traffic and 
of foreign commerce of the colony. Jt unhinges all dcalingji that 
look beyond the passing day ; for no man, who enters into pro- 
spective engagements^ can, with any semblance of probability^ 
foresee what value he may have to receive or to pay on their 
fulfilment. 

Debtors are, by such enormous reduction of the currency, 
enabled to liquidate their debts with less than half the real 
amount which they borrowed ; and in the uncertainty attending 
a fluctuating value, apprehensions are entertained of the contrary 
result. Persons contracting engagements to be performed at a 
distant term, may fear, and actually do so, that they shall have 
to account at a future day for more than twice the value received 
by them. 

Long credit, or loan at a distant term, upon real securities Or 
substantial sureties, has beeo an ordinary mode of dealing at the 
Cape ; it is yet clung to, amidst the distress of the colmiy, but 
the condition of the colonial currency has serioui»ly shaken it. 

The degradation of its paper has been progressive, since the 
unhappy measure of augmenting the quantity of it. Already 
the currency overabounded, as was evinced by the price of bul- 
lion, and ordinary rate of forei^ exchange, which demonstrated 
depreciation, varying from 20 to 30 per cent, when, in an ill mo- 
>aient, the local government was induced, on very mistaken 
grounds, to resolve on its augmentation, while. its diminution 
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should, on the contrary, have been determined. This measure, 
injudiciously begun by one administration, and unwisely com- 
pleted by another, remains yet unamended by their successors. 

From that time the local currency has proceeded in an unva- 
ried course of rapid depreciation, which is now come to the enor- 
mous length of 180 per cent, premium, that is, paper-money now 
exchanges for no mure than 35 per cent, of the value for which 
it was issued. 

There is nothing in prospect to check its further degradatioii, 
until it shall have sunk to the condition of decried paper. Those 
who suffer l^y its, deplorable condition, have no voice for the ap- 
plication of a suitable remedy to this galling evil ; and those 
from whom the remedy must come, are no sufferers by the conti- 
nuance of it. In this remark no reflection is intended. Expe- 
dient measures for alleviation of an acknowledged evil, have 
doubtless been subjects of deliberation ; but sympathy, and a 
consequent keen sense of inconvenience, would be prompt to find 
and apply a remedy for its relief. 

The first step requisite is to ascertain the cause ; and from this 
point a question arises, whether the proximate cause be oae 
i«nM^diablel>y measures proper to be adopted by authority ;' or 
whether the grounds of the evil are to be soo^t further, and rt^ 
medies deeper ? 

The proximate cause of depreciation of the local currency is, 
-no doubt, excess of importation The goods imported exceed 
the means of payment«-*a situation not unusual in a British co^ 
lony. l*he Cape, indeed, like any other conntry, can purchase 
no more than it can pay for, or only so much more as its credit 
covers. It does receive, or has received; more than the value of 
exports which it ban furnish in return. The. importing merchant 
has been content to «MoW cre^t to a limitted extent. His net' 
cbandise has been vended for his account, at a seeming profit, 
and apparent payment has been received in currency: but he 
has Fouhd, that h^ has an ineffective payment in paper-money, 
•fidt adequately convertible into con^petent returns of goods for 
export, or bills of exchange for remittance. Paper-money, accu- 
mulated in tlie hands of sudh persons ea^er to «ffect remittanres, 
is depreciated by their compel itioli. Much remains with Ais^ 
' appointed com peii tors ; and lying unproductive in their hands, 
occasions deeper degradation of the currency, from their quick- 
'ened eagerness to a^^eompHsh a remittance of their funds^ Yet 
(he treflfic of impoitatfon proceeds, under the jlkision of veeming 
jgain: for fresh imports are sold at advanced* prices, afibrding a 
nominal profit, according to the present rate of «xchatogc ; and 
further degradation is naturally the result, before returns may be 
effected, since the same coarse, can but be followed hjr like 
'Coiisequences. 
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Upon 4lkb «ie«r, wire k pvapm^ ixx dMCOvrafj^ impiirtaliotl an4l 
Settev Qdmineceey or lo promote Irade ftndtnoounige the grow'tk 
Qf^lKM-tabte piQiiuoe> tbe answ^ woukl be, that the latter m 
tbighly expedient, but tardy; and the former i§ impracticable, or 
Moadvisable^ We must look then farther to a primary cause^ 
suscepttlde of some prompt remedial applicaiioji. 

.The peper-ciirreacy, at already ifitiiaaled, ovemboands. It 
vat liBued Ml eMoesfly under a mistaken view of the interests of tbe 
icoloiiy; ftody although tbe population of South Africa has since 
iiDcreased, ^nd pktDtatioos have been widely extended, tbe paiier* 
jm^iaey then created aad put forth, still contijiues to be greatly in 
t«iicess above Ihe wanis of circulation, . 

, . This truth is proved by two very decisive facts, independently 
of the presumption arising from the price of bullion, and rate 
^f^iKhange. Those facts show, conclusively, that the greatest 
^rt of the paper-money is actually not in circulatixin, but 
jiet apart, and laid by ia public or private coffers. The depo- 
sits in the bank commonly amount to more than one*third of the 
whole /quantity of paper-money ; they are deposiu of individttids» 
wkbdrawn from circulation. Much more than that proportion-r- 
.•more than two-thirds of tbe total amount, consist of notes of a 
.Ut;ge .denomination — larger than are suited to the purposes of a 
circulating medium, ai^ larger than are ever actually seen kk 
i:urrency ; ithe paper>uioney is chiefly in notes of 500 rds. 

Much currency is not needed at. tbe Cape. Most transao- 
.lions of. magnitude in the town are liquidated by bank drafts. 
Su(>plies from tbe country to the town (cattle, for example) are 
.fsnerally paid for by drafts. Country dealings very usually con- 
.sist in barter ; uo wonder then that so great a sum as three mil* 
Ji«os of cix-dollars should have been an over-issue of paper, and 
-sbouM continue to be excessive. The surplus is a dead btfrden 
:upan capital; else not superabundant, and very ill able to com* 
.port with the unproductiveness of so considerable portion of it. 

The. effect of an over- issue of paper-money, in rendering too 
:gl«at a portion of capital thus unprofitable, has weighed the 
heavier, in consequence of a measure that was adopted shortly 
afterwards; tbe discontinuance of an accommodation which pre- 
viously, was afforded, of allowing interest on deposits at the pub- 
lic bank« 

A pnideot consideration for the safety of the 1>ank, and of the 
government, which was answerable for its transactions, dictated 
tMt measure. Tbe business of the bank, in respect of employii^ 
deposits, was, perhaps, conducted upon not right banking princi- 
ples, Tbe bank, in using that money, has been said to have been 
menag^ naiher as a charitable institution than as a money- 
idittUt^ fund. Want was a better title to early attention than 
. opuhmce* The needy applicant more readily obtained relief 
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%y Um»f ihmu the WMihfay 'afplkMit» aceonim<Nlation. H fcu- 
nuvna feelings are to be chiefly comultec) in money-lending, Mn 
m/M right ; but Hot so, if the security of a great public establbliA 
ment was to be a paramount consideration. A better mode eC 
Aianagement might, perhaps, have been introduced ; but a ebort 
course was taken, and the whole system was discontinued. 

For want of means, by which capital, awaiting permanent in- 
nestmtnt, or reserved for a special destination, canr be made ten^ 
tporaHl V profitable, none accu mulates in South Africa. Facility ii4 
«r«ilermg sums, great and small, productive, operates, wherever it 
•exflls, as an incentive to frugality, and becomes the occasion of 
accumulating capital. There is no public fund, nor institution 
at the Cape, afording such means, and for that reason there is no 
capital saved, or there is none retained. 

Owing to the same want of public securities, is ^at extreme 
urgency for mercantile remittances, with the consequent perpe- 
-tual pressure upon exchanges, which has been noticed. If capi- 
tal, awaiting remittance, may meantime be securely and advan- 
4ageously employed, without foregoing the prompt Command of 
ity remitters may be content to expect a favourable turn in Ihe 
rates 4)f exchange. But if money is to lie idle while it remainb 
•unremitted, a present definite loss is submitted to, sooner than 
•keep it unemployed, watching for doubtful contingencies. 

Every one who receives a fixed iitcome, whether fcom public 
-salary, or from individual resources, is a sufferer by the degrada- 
tion of the currency. The government itself is a loser, since ife 
land revenue (as well as certain other branches of the colonial 
resources) becomes less efficient to defray the public chai^ges. 
•Prices of all things are enhanced ; salaries of office become ina- 
dequate, and must be incitra^ed ; every expense is augmented. 
The government draws some direct benefit from the paper-cur- 
rency, through the Lombard bank ; but this profit, arising from 
interest upon so much of the paper*money as has been issued 
<by way of loan through the bank, falls very short of the loss sus- 
tained. The aggregate of the revenues received in a degifaded 
currency does not go nearly so far as it would, divested of that 
fBTofit, and levied wholly in a currency of reinstated vulue. 

Inteft^t, derived on paper-money created for loans on mort- 
gage, might be an unexceptionable source of benefit to the ga- 
' vernnient, while paper so issued bot-e no discount^ ^r very little. 
'But it is not a fit advantage to be retained, while attended with 
ao serious an evil as a decried currency : for such is paper-money, 
which has sunk to a discount of 65 per cent. 

The samie may be said of that portion which was framed aifd 
issued for disbursements of the British government on accoum^f 
tbie public service ; for instance, the. amount applied td the^VMi- 
ainiction of public buildings, and created for tbai veiyptfpp^^. 



The advattkige o^rMiAg bioney, byco«ti«eting a d«bl friseof jii« 
lereftt^ tor defray wcrrksof ^i^ierai utility orof columal service^ waa 
uaobjectioimble, so long as it entailed na ineonvenience. But 
whenever the paper issoai for such occasiont Ml to discount^ In* 
convenience had then arisen, and the longer condnaance of iImt 
debt became serrousty obfectionable, it should be^remmBbeioad^ 
tkuit creation of pape^nioney by a govemtnent. is a mode of> bor« 
rowing without consent of l^ers. . Certainly ^hat should rhot be 
persisted < in against consent ; and great depreciation sorely is m 
wry strongly pronounced dissent. The amount oaghit to have 
been withdrawn, and other means fallen upon to provide for the 
exigence. 

For so much of the colonial paper-money, as was a debt of the 
, Dutch government of the Cape of Good Bope, the British :go<r 
vemment must be considered to have succeeded to its engage^ 
nients. Great Britain, it may be said, is not answerable for thtit 
debt, as bearing on other funds and- resources, more especially 
aiocethe state has already paiii} once what was framed and issued 
^r the public service of the British government, previous 4o4he 
restoration of the* Cape to the Dutch. Yet the debt mustbeae^ 
knowledged as a burden on the territorial revenue of the Cape $ 
snd Great Britain, possessing the colony, is responsible to see its 
debt made good. In any view it is an incumbrance upon th« 
colony ; and having become sorely inconvenieiit in one ferm^ not 
to say utterly incompatible with prosperity, it might be put at 
least into some other shape less detrimental ; and the charge of 
effecting so beneficial a change may be very properly defrayed 
out of colonial resources. 

Upon these considerations it is suggested, that so mudi of the 
paper-money outstanding as exceeds the waats of circulation, 
ought to be withdrawn; and for this purpose debentures, bearing 
legal interest of the colony^ might be issued in exchange for it, 
upon application and surrender of an equal amount of papet^ 
money to be cancelled. 

The fund for paying the interest of debentures would, in the 
first instance, be that which is received through the Lombard 
bank, for loans of paper-money, issued on real securities. Thait 
fund would nearly suffice. A reduction of the excessive quan^ 
tky of paper-money is the appropriate remedy of its deprecift' 
tioh; -but there is no positive necessity to call in the whole of it. 

Paper-currency, kept within due bounds, is expedient, and 
perhaps irequisite,in a small colony, where importation inevitably 
equals, often sutpasses, and always manifests a tendency to ex- 
teedf the means of making returns by exports. 
' Th'ete can be no doubt, that debentures would be takeh fdrn 
•^at palrt'Of the oulstariding paper, and not unKkely for the prcs 
'cise 'amount, "which 4s surplus to the wants of circidaii««v and {& 
laid up in the coffers of the bank, and of private persons. 
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- Mb «fi|prelu!ntimi netd bo enterlMMi,- llMt tWe wi ia to amount 
•I '{>CipeMiioney will be exehan^Efd £br debentures.; Mxi that en 
kieomiBodioas went of e inediiim of cireiiktion erill, tn conae^ 
^ence, be experienced. Were the case to happen, of the whote 
papeivRioney being brought in to be canceHec}, the openriion 
0ettld not be 9esa£ienly perierreedi but that fehe paper wouU be 
etaaoaahly replaced by a metallic currency of Spanish doUan 
and other cdins, pas^ag in countries which have deaUags with 
the Cape. 

Without entertaining mmj fear upon thisaeoise, it may be pro* 
posed upon other gixMmds^ that the plan of issuing debentures 
should include a provision for the re-issue of paper-money in 
eiichange of debentures, upon appUcatioa lor that purpasc, and 
surrender 4)f the equivalent amount. In short, the scheme saf- 
gested is to make papcr*monev and debentures imes changeable 
at »be option 6f the holders of either. 

The efieet, as is pMsumed* would be, that whenever cajrceacy 
aupemboundied, the surplas, above the wants <^ circulation, would 
beibreught to the treasuiy to be exchanged ibr debentures ; and, 
wiheaever cursency was wanting, and the 4|uanttty in circulation 
was deicient, debentares wouid come in to be exchanged for 
fiaper>rooBey. Matters would thas regulate themselves : no mmw 
af it would remain in circulation than is wanted — no more would 
te wsthdrawo Anmi it tima can be spared. 



IL 

VENDITIE.— See pp. 42, 44, 77, and 104. 

. A.i^ftisKD^ puiposing to attend a public sale in a remote pant 
ief Zwartlapd, invited me to accompany him^ I availed myself 
of this opportunity to see the humours of a vevditk. An auction 
4a the country is an important event for the vicinage* It furnishes, 
fwhat is there extremely rare, a cheeriul pastime. A weddii^ and 
sin ftuction are the only occasions of lively asseinbUn^, The re- 
jort of boerSf mik tbeir iiuniliesj from the neighbonrhpod, is 
.funeral; from, distant. places., fre<}ueivt. The ladies repair to 4b6 
vpulitief dressed a^ for. a gny assembly* The men report to it as 
(they would to a fair or a country, wake. In the piresent instance, 
^|MfOfle docked to the sale from a distance of two and three daya 
journey. The visitors are received as guests : a public dinner is 
given ; and if the sale be prolonged to the following day, aisnppei: 
4€ios .4md agnin a public dinner on the morrpw. Meantime, wine 
.wMioni ^tint is powred fprti» |o ^1 comers^ from mormng tiU nig^t. 
.<So iiimehis hpspilable i^oierbdnment e^pect^ed «t a ,imdiii€, that 



for a iftk of fi>w.«rtkhn or Iktifs vttluet y»hm»^ no tmh ioBM w 
iBfHiQt lo be givfR, the notice of mUs jm^IiuIm ao iiUiii>at|on of 
tike omission : '* No dinner will be ^iyel^ but a goofl.^lefft of 
-wine." . . . ,- 

The ^ceae^tf « veadkie is not unlike a country fair, ai>d remind^ 
a si|»QCtator of- .many a pkluf^ from tbe Flemish sciiool* INlecry 
reveUers grouped in one quarter; spts lying drunk in au<^tber : 
busy dealers trafficking in one place : tbe auctioneer per^bed 
upon his waggon, siowly vending the tardy lots ; vehicles of divers 
tinds around : cattle, implements, utetfsil^ the jsubjects of «ale» 
8icattered about. At a South African sale, ^ variety of dress and 
figure, countenances and complexions, adds to the diversity of 
a .scene, to which Dutch and Negro, iHoUeaiots and Malpiy, 
equally contribute. 

. The land-4}oer, at whose house this sale. took place^ had^pot 
long before made a similar one« to effect a distnbi|tion of prop^^ 
betAveen him and hischiklren^ upon the decease of hiswi^e; for 
ia virtue of community of property between husband and vyiie 
under tlie Dutch law, the demise of one involves dissolution of 
partnership, and consequent partition of effects in favour of the 
heirs of the deceased : an impolitic law, as it concerns land. Th« 
occasion of the present sale was disgust taken by the boer» ^t a 
complaint having been entertained against him, jas preferred ^y 
one of his slaves, for alleged ill usage. It was disipissed on irial, 
and the slave punished lor a groundless and frivolous com plapat: 
but the old boer was so indignant at having been rendered afueo- 
able te a court at the instance of his slave, that he determined to 
relinquish his farm to his sons, and retire from active .oocupatioii. 
In consequence of this resolution* the sale took place, and. was 
Uttle more than nominali as every vi^uable artifcle ,was bO[Ught in 
or withdrawn, to the no small disappointment of those who did 
not, like myself, come to be merely spectatar& . 

The old boer was ia person an apt specimen of the ancient 
cokHusts of South Africa. Very tall and very coi|>ulent, he but 
just passed through the ample doors of his dwelling. Supported 
by his staff, be slowly stalkt^d about, scattering his surly responses. 
In this last respect he differs from 'his countrymen ; who, in ge-> 
nerol, phlegmatic as no doubt they are, yet are arable, good- 
lempeM^, and nor devoid of genuine but coarse humour. 

My saddle burse having fallen lame, 1 was obliged to remain 
with my fellow traveller, sharing his travelling waggon, soloog as 
the objects of bis journey detained him; which included a vigit 
to another ve^dUiCf two days aftenvards, in the vicinity: of Bie^ 
beck's Kasteel, a hill, which, with the district bearing ils aamey 
I Wfl)s not sorry to explore. The sale taking place Imt qufle a 
diffeFent reason from the former^ (namely, liquidation of dvto,) 
'.vias less (be scene of jollity. and freltc» and had mor^ the air of 



fiin assembfage on business. - Perhaps, dfflerence of weafber^ fit 
tbi5 one instance rakiy, in the <*her sultrjr, coMributed to tbe dt^ 
vcAraity of the scenes, and deferent tone of thetn. ' "" 

I here witnessed, for the first time, an auction of slaves m 
Sootb AfHca. !t is conducted somewhat dlflbrently from a 
sale of negroes in Brasil, and from that of domestic slaves in the 
£a8t Indies, in both which countries I have been present at 
this touching scene. Many of the slaves, both among those who 
were to be sold, aiid among those who were reserved, appeared 
to be deeply affected by the approaching separation from Mends 
with whom they had long shared servitude. Several were bathed 
in tears ; others lamented aloud. 

• The subject exposed for sale is placed upon a table, for more 
convenient view ; not handled and closely inspected as at a sale 
of imported negroes in South America^ but interrogated as to 
qualification and blemishes. Upon such occasions, coarse jokes 
are not unfreqoent, and greatly add to the disgust which the 
scene cannot but excite, in a mind endowed with sensibility. In 
the present instance, there was little that passed of this nature. The 
sale proceeded gravely and simply, as a mere aflair of business. A 
Ivoman, with four young children, was the most remarkable lot : 
«nd scarcely had the sale been concluded, when a profit on the 
lot was offered to the purchaser, and accepted by him. Female 
alaives fetch relatively high prices, because their future ofispriiig 
» bought with them. The acquisition of a male slave is a lire in* 
terest; that of a female is considered to be a perpetual heritage* 
This expectation will, it is hoped, be disappointed. That some 
modification of slaveiy, in this respect, may soon take place, is 
devoutly to be wished. The future oi&pnng of female slaves 
ought to be declared, by prospective legislation, free; subject 
only to an apprenticeship, sufficient to remunerate amply the 
owners of the female slave, for bringing up her children, until 
they shall become of an age to render pr(%table service. 

ITie price of slaves in South Africa has fallen somewhat, within 
a few years past. Shortly after the abolition of the Slave Trade, 
it advanced greatly ; as was the natural result of a diminished 
supply and coritinued demand. 

* The proportion of male to female slaves, at that time, was 
nearly two to one, or more nearly nineteen to ten. The proper* 
tion of full grown slaves to children at a somewhat early period, 
was about three to one. A considerable time would necessarily 
elapse, before this disproportion of male to female, and of grown 
persons to children, would disappear. Meanwhile, the number 
of labouring slaves must be in pr6gress of diminution, whHe the 
total number increased : and the value of a slave in prime of life 
could not but advance accordingly. Official returns sho# that 
the niimbef of male slaves has* been barely krpt up by propagatioiii 
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wbilethatof (bmalet hiat yearly increaseA ; anil ft up^pmnr&om 
the TOgbtry of slavei, that the increase, or excess of birthsabote 
deaths, of male 8]aves,'now is little more than one per cent, wiiile 
that of females amounts to two and a half percent. The mean, 
which is Hfteen per millet aided by accession of free labouros, is 
sufficient to face the demand on labour and keep down the prioni 



III, 

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION OF SLAVES AND 
HOTTENTOTS.— See p, 7«. 

MuHAMMEDANiSM is Said to be gaining ground among tb^ 
slaves and free people of colour at the Cape : that is to say, more 
converts amoug negroes, and blacks of every description, are 
made from Paganism to jhe Musleman, than to the Christian .re- 
ligion: notwithstanding the zealous exertions of pious missiqp- 
aries* One ca\ise of this perversion is asserted to be a marked 
disinclination of slave-owners, to allow their slaves to be baptized^; 
arising from some erroneous potious, or overcharged apprehen- 
sions, of the rights which a baptized slave ap^uiref. Slaves cei|- 
tainl^ are impressed with the idea, that SMch a disinclination 
.subsists; and it is not an unfrequent answer of a slave, when 
asked his motives for turning. Muikman, that '' some religion be 
must have, and he is not allowed to turn Christian/' 

Prejudices in this respect are wearing away ; and less discoi%- 
ragement is now given to the conversion of slaves than heretofore. 
Masters, it is affirmed, begin to find that their slaves serve^notthe 
worse for instruction received in religious duties. Missi^oariei* 
who devote themselves especially to the religious instruction of 
slaves, (and there is one in each, of the principal tqwn^) have in- 
creasing congregations, and hope that their labours are not .un- 
fruitful. But the Muslemau , priesi, with less exertioUt has a 
greater flock. 

Considered with reference solely to temporal views, tbie preva- 
lence of Mubammecianism among the slaves of Christian maatevs, 
must be deemed a political evil. The difference of colour fui;- 
nishes already but too broad a line of distinction. Add the dif- 
ference of religion^ and the.line of demarcation becomes yet wi^fr 
and deeper. A hostile feeling, nursed by religious animoisitjf, 
Sfuiy excite the slave against tbe.n^aster; and the colonist ^^ 
South Africa may^ ere long^ find hi/nself (as the ^rlier colonists 
did amidst newly imported slaves) surrounded by domestic foes. ; 

On the other hand, it is made a question, still with reference to 
worldly considerations only, wJiether the Muhammedan shive 
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» not n, h&tter Mmtoft tban ilie Ckrittiait. Hit sobfMjTr &» '» 
mffimed, iiiak«s amends for tome iH baiiitt sMndaM on MuhsM* 
nMdftDitm. Chfiniant, skives m frcenen, blacks »m less tkaa 
wlntes^are, it is hinnsitable Iq say^ ilvoifkeii. 

Missionaries of all sects, in tkeir estabiisbnKfntB, Mrfacrre they 
Jmnw .asseoibled Hottentots to civiiise and itttmct^em, bwre 
wisely followed the example of the eaiiier Moramn missioin, in 
making lessons of industry go hand in band, with religious instruc* 
tion. I am led to think, that they have improved upon that 
model* In the vicinity of a Mortvian mission, there is not much 
benefit observed to flow from that institution. Within its limit, 
a cefftam degree of indtistry esist$, sufficient to provide §bT few 
and simple wanta. The Hotteniots, residing there, work just 
enough for their support. But the village furnishes no artisajns to 
the neighbourhood ; no day-labourers; scarcely any servants. 
At the Protestant missionary stations, more instances are to be 
found of acquired wealth among the Hottentots ^ more t^fiued 
Wants ; more persevering industry for the gratification of them. 
In civfKaaffon, the Moravian Hottentots niake no advance beyond 
the first step : they are stationary. The others exhibit manife^ 
progress; and «n useful class of artisans is rising up among them. 

Beyond the proper limltsof the colony, the labours of the Prt^ 
testaitt missionaries have been yet more conspicuously beneficial 
than within its boundary. Missionary istations have grown, into 
villages, not to sa^ towns ; (for instance, Klaaf^fontein or Gi^qtnt- 
tewn;) where agriculture is thriving. Amity has been estabtfshed 
in solitudes, where private warfisire alone raged. Even the lonely 
'tashman appears to be reclaimed, and res^orts to the haunts of 
men. This change has, no doubt, been brought about partly by 
tfce silent operation of mere forbearance, sitice the colonists upon 
the frontier have been effectually restrained from hunting^ doivh 
the bushmen, to slay them in the thicket; and partly by the 
tfhrectefl^ of the missionaries' exertions, to soothe and fiimiltifriKe 
them. Thus domesticated, they are become, and are becoming, 
-servants of colonists, whose -floclu and herds are pastuned nearHhe 
frontier. 

The whole tract between the declared boundaries of thecofony 
of the Cape attd the great Orange River, is ihst becoming a de- 
pendency of the Cape, without being formally included' in Its 
domaih. ft is an arid region, and no valuable acqiit^tfon to the 
•colony of South Africa. Such as it is, however, k will at no dis- 
tant time become Itn accession of territory, whi^h wtft probably 
extend the colonial limits to the Orange River, and make this ilkfi 
boundary ; whfich, it must be confessed in its present circum* 
stances, is the natural one. 



ly. • [ 

RESOiniCES.— See p. 5*. 

It is aft all ftiiaes wifth th^ utiaMt deference for the aiuhotr^ 
ampler knowledge^ derived from long acqaaiatance with $out]i 
Africa, that I ultimate any diaseat from hift ofiinion. I caoaoty 
however, think quite so iil of the future. proepect and resoiirceaof 
the Cape, as the text seems to express. 

ThoQgh good soil, well situated, is there scarce, comparatively 
with the prevalent barren rock of mountainous ranges* the sand 
and gravel of downs and heatha, and sterile ground rendered so by 
situation, notwithstanding its nataral fertility, as the elevated arid 
plains of the Karroo ; yet theie is still much good corooland on 
either side of the great chain of mountains ; both in the westqin 
districts, which are esteemed the granary of the old colony ; and 
within lAne chain of mountains,, or beyond it« where difficulty of 
Umnsnokt has opposed obstacle^ not howe^ver to be considered aa 
utterly insormounftable. 

To any person who has viewed the more arid coutUries of Atia^ 
whether Arabia or Wasted India, or ilie less arid of the south of 
Europe, and has likewise visited South Africa, H ise^pparent, that 
the colony of the Cape is yet unprovided with suitable means of 
-tmnspdrt for internal traffic. It has not the app^priati) beast of 
burden. The ox seems ill adapted ta the purpose for . which iX is 
there employed. The mule or the camel would most tlkdy te 
preferable. The ox is singgbh and sjuflers much by heat,#iid 
dnought. The mule is hardy^ and capable of much labour^ with 
scanty and aiarse ftre^ Still more so tbe camel, which is .the 
fittest of animals for arid countries in hot clii|iates» 

When the mule shall have become common, or perhaps wfaeoth^ 
• camel shall have been introduced and become ao^ CaoeTown^and 
any other town which may have advanced in-popukxui^essr will 
draw ampler supplies than at present, with grea^ Acility, frop 
remoter stations; from phices whem the busbiadman now j[|»tric^ 
h» agricultural exeriioBs to raise bareij enough ^r the i|se.of his 
: fsmtfy, because a. surplus ^irould net defmy tbe <;hdrge o( trmi^port 
to a distant market. With better means of convieyaace .of his 
prodwce, with camels to carriage cattle^ or with muJes f^rdfa^gbt 
or bunieD^ he will have the opportuuity of profitably sendu^g a 
surplus: production ftom the arable Of bis (ana to a remptomart* 

it i» much to be wished, thewfoMt^ that the.fj»pteiing hapd of 
goviennient should be utrellched forth, to accomplish tl^^ intro- 
dactioaof a breedii^ slock of caaselsyfroia India or from Arabia,; 
and likewise of Arabian or Spanish asses. The difficulties in the 
way of their introduction acefiot to be overcome in present cir- 
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cumstftiices, by tiiwided enterprise of individiuiby bot iroald bo 
light, and would be easily suimounted, were the matter under- 
taken under the auspices of the gt>vemnient. 

Arid countries, such as South Afnca, are peculiarly favourable 
to the breed of asses, as of horses ; and no doubt can be enter« 
tained, thai, with vieiy llttte eni»>ttn^geiBient, the Cape may. soon 
poissess an approved breed of both animals, and not only become 
snflici^nily stocked with mules, but at an early period export in- 
stead 6f im]fM>rtihg them. 

Among objects of agricultural industry, for neglectof which the 
planters at tbe Cape are reproachedy-as not having made suiicient 
trial of them, most of those which the author has noticed, in vindi- 
eating the Cape^boers from thait imputation, are. certainly unpro- 
mising. For some, the soil is unsuited ; for others, the climate : the 
winter is too severe for certain productions, or the summer is too 
dry. Yet there are many objects, not comprehended in that enu- 
meration, which are more promising, and of which no suffident 
trial appears to have been made. The olive is, perhaps, in that 
predicament ; the cork tree likewise ; and most likely the dale. 
They are productions of soil and climate analogous to South 
Africa, especially the cork and the date. 

Kot improbably the siM worm migbt thrive ; possibly tbe co- 
cbrneal, or else the kermes, or the lac insect. Bee-bives might 
be profitable for their wax. 

The tea-plant should be attempted, for the. Cape has been re- 
peatedlynamed by judicious writers,* as a place.wbere it.ia likely 
to succeed. The districts of Cbina, in which the tea-plant is 
successfully cultivated, lie between the latitudes 25^ and 35°; 
the situations best adapted to it are billy, and even mounti^nous ; 
tbe toil is gravel, derived from disintegrated grraite* 

The culture of alkaline plants : for barilla is evidently indi- 
cated by soil, situation and climate. 

A list of subjects for experiment, which ofier a reasonable pre- 
sumption of an advantageous result, might be easiiy enlarged, 
with reasons for entertaining expecl^itions of success, if a fair trial 
' IS made in jSouth Africa. But it suffices to state, as a generaLpo- 
sition, that vegetable produettons of temperate and warm climates, 
may be expected to succeed at the > Cape, .provided . the known 
halntudes of the plants are not incompatible, with drought in sum- 
mer, or wet weather iii the cold season; The various productions 
of cooler climates here constitute a winter, crop ; those of hotter 
dinkates, a summer one : but since drought prevails in the hot 
season, and winter is the time of the rains, those tropical pUnts, 
which need much moisture, cannot be expectied to succeed iurthe 
one ; nor such productions of cold climates, as fear it, in. the other. 

" * * ' \ '■ . ' , , ' ' * * 

* CharpentierCossigny; p. 64. * Clarke Abel, p. t23. and others . 



'** A tNitenibsl and tioniolltoiftl ettftUuhment at the. Gape of 
GocMi Hope would W of tbe tttmost utiliijr, if ipitituted.feir pncn 
tical no less than scientific purposes; >to advance the. scieiiCieof 
botany and the art of horticulture, and, at the same time, to servA 
■i a Dum^ry for the introduction and propagation of ^xotics^.aud 
diss^min^tiofi of usefol planto, in.SttttCb Africa. 
" Fmm a gatden established .^J^d raaintaihed. with such views* qs 
through the facilities which the superintendant of it .mi|^ »tid 
should afford, the agriculturist would obtain seeds of new varieties 
of every sort of corn, with various other objects of field culture 
i^roiliar to temperate climates, oft even warmer or colder coun- 
tries. The horticulturist would be furnished with seeds and 
stocks o( fruit tree^ culinary vegetttblies» and orosimerit^l pUnts, 
from every quarter, likely .to thrive at the Cape. The planter 
would be supplied with young timb(fr,. or other useful pluot«.or 
seedjs, for his woods and coppice. . Much is yet to be learnt at th^. 
Cape in regard to gardening, planting and agriculture. Profitablcj 
fruits, yet unknown there, may be advantageously introduced in 
a climate unquestionably favourable to the production of fruitl 
Green ^nd dry fodder of all kinds, yet untried and unthought of, 
maybe brought into use . where fodder for cattle is so mucl^ 
wanted as it Siere is. Varieties .of corn, less affected by irregu- 
larity of j»^ason than those which are now cultivated, may be 
l>eneficially propagated. 

Small trials might.be made, upon the result of which larger 
experiobents might be advised, and seed could be furnished foi^ 
that purpose : whence useful objects would gradually g^iin atten- 
tion of cultivators. 

Here the tea plant, which Mr, Clarke Abel, recently after 
vibihng the interiorof China, judged likely to thrive at the Cape» 
mi^ht be tried ; and, as at Brazil, the pirobable success of the ex- 
periment might be promoted by assistance of a few Chinese, ac- 
casiomed to lihe cullure of ted* Here the white mulberry, and 
upon it. the siik*worm,.mighl be nucsed : persons conversant with 
the management of silk-worms . being > pnrpovely provided as inr 
alractoKs, either. from China, from Bea^l^ or from the south of 
Europe. Such undertakings are beyond the reach of individual 
enterprize, and can only be* attempted with the ajd, or<un4er the 
paMx>nage, pf the^overameat. 

Under such superintendence, and with the. protection and 
assistance of the government, the ricinus with its silk-worm from 
the north-east of Bengal, may be tried ; the cactus opuntia, wrtli^ 
the cochineal, from SK^uth America ; the quetcus cocctfera, with 
the kermes, from the Levant; quercus suber, from Spain or thd 
south-west of Frapce^ the phoenix dactylifera, from Arabi^. 
New varieties of grapes and of olives may be. introduced. Dying 

A A 
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<irag|bfTariou88ort8»fiDmilmraeQinUiet; modidliftLpliwIifiom 
different xlimatefl ;. alkaline plants £t to l>e cultiyatod for .barilla { 
vegetable productions of every kind^ adapted forlooal ^1l8^* or 
capable of becoming .objects of export, may be diwefHinated* 

The whole expense of such a botanical. estaUisbmeol. and auc* 
sery. of plants need not be great. It would, be repaid ten thou* 
sand fold, by tbe public benefits, which would. flow.fnuA Jthe 
instittttioiL 



V. 

POPULATION OF THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 
See p. 107. 

The population of tbe colony of the Cape of Good Hope 
was estimated by Mr. Barrow,* on the authority of official re^ 
turns, in 1798, at 61,947 persons. It now amounts to nearly 
double that number ; and the progress has been as follows :<^— 

1798. 1806. 1810. 1814. 1819. 1821. 1821. 1822. 

corrected, estimated. 
61,947 75,145 81,12t 84,069 99,096 113,909t [H6|044] 1S0,000 

The number of free Hottentots not being Correctly ascertained, 
was stated, upon a rather vague estimate, in 179S, at 14,447.| 
It has increased to 28,835; the number officially reported in 
1821. This does not include the whole' of the Hottentot popula- 
tion; but it does comprehend many of the bastard oflspring ot 
Hottentot mothers by European or Creole fathers. 

Official returns of other free inhabitants have uniformly been 
more correct. They exhibit a quicker growth of populousness. 

1798* I8O6. 1810. 1814. I819. 1921. » 
21,746 25,172 30,937 34,339 '42,i854 51,56l 
This vety rapid increase has, donbtless,. been partly owing to 

immigration; and notably in the year I&20, when aaons than 

4,000 persons arrived as settlers. § 

£migration from Great Brtlain toSouth Afrioa^ so far aacan 

be ikscertained) bad previously been--? 

In 1815 46 In 1818 . * • « . 980 

I8I6 85 I8I9 4 • • 4 . 4^9 ^ 

1817 ...••. 419 

*S.Af.u.378.(litea.) 

t Incltiding settlors who arrived ia 1820. Add slaves, more registered thai| 
reported to tbe tax-office, 2441. 

I S: A. U. 978. 

i Laadad in Aim Bay,, 3^59 y besides those hnded in Saldtolia Bay, an^ 
a very lew in Table Bay. 
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As tbe^ fsR^ortion of iimle emigraBts is always greCHefit, a 
ilisparity.of the sexes has been uoHorroly: shown by the census t>f 
every year. The ratio of males to females was nearly the same 
for thirteen years, from 1806 to 1819, vIk. 1 1 to 10. it was 10 
to 9 in 1821. llie actual number of females, nearly 25,000 in 
1821, answers to a settled population of more than 50/X)0 fvee 
robabitants of both sexes. 

Deaths, according to tbe Regbter of 1 82 1, are to the whole 
ftee population as 1 in 50. Birihs more than twice as many. 

Among slaireSy tbe disparity of the sexes was very great, while 
importation was permitted : for • more males than females were 
constantly imported. The proportion was in consequence nearly 
19 to lO. But since the abolition of the slave trade, tbe normber 
of females is augmenting; and by degrees approximFating to' 
equality with that of males ; as might bt expected. Con&ing 
tbie attention to females, as it is their o&pting whicbisbocn-ta 
slavery, without any reference to the servitude or freedom of tho 
fother, the ratio of annual increase appears to have risen from 
2 per cent, to 25 per mille. 

This likewise was a result to be looked for. Full grown slaves 
were relatively numerous, while the slave trade continued ; and 
ipfiortality among them was, of course, relatively great4 It is 
rated by Barrow* at 3 per cent, annually. It is now short of 2 
per cent.; and among female sUivesy barely exceeds 1^ per 
mille. Births are as 4 per cent. 

A remark, however, should be here made. The registiy of 
slaves^ which may be implicitly trustetl for ibft;. HUfiitor ewting 
4t.giv«n dates, is not equally to he relied upon for iuterpnediate 
casualties. No owntv, indeed, will neglect to register bis yQvm^ 
slave, lest the property be forfeiteil, and the child becom^e free^ 
npr will be omit to report the death of a registered slave, lest the 
poll-tax continue to be payable. Yet a few slave children die 
in early iofancy, previoos to registration ; as some free-born in- 
fents die before baptism : and neither the births nor the deaths 
of such children are officially reported. This presumable source 
of error affects the proportion of deaths and births, but not their 
difference^ which determines the ratio of increase to the popula* 
tion. 

. The rfigister ^ skives Exhibits a greater number than the 
official returns of taxes, as baa. been before intimated ; probably 
runaway slaves are included in the register, and suppressed in tbe 
taxpreturns. Tbr registry is continued, as the claim of property 
is retained ; for tbe sale of a runaway, untaken, is no uiurequeot 
tixnsaction. £very week's Gatnette contains adverlisemcfits of 
siwA .sales* Yet that is not. (be «luef source of diaagreeaieDt 

• S. Af. ii. S44. 
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betiipeeri the registM' and the upgimf; for the discrepancy is 
greatest in respect -of females; but runaway slaves are for the 
most part male. 

The number of female slaves, at the beginning of the year 
1821, was 14,000; and, increasing at the rate of . 25 per mi He 
annually, would be doubled in 28 years ; or, allowing for thai 
increase being not immediately prolific, in about 30 years. For 
the annual augmentation of the number of female breeders is not 
exactly proportionate to the lotal increase of females within the 
year : but to that of a former year. The ratio of 25 per mUiey 
when the increase took place, is nearer to 2 per cent, when it 
becomes available for an augmentation of breeding females. 

The number of male slaves, at the same date, in 1821, ex- 
eeeded 20^000 ; and the probable increase, in the like period of 
30 years, may raise it, to 32,000. 



SLAVES. 


Malt . . 
JFemale, . 

. Total . 


Per Opgaff. 


Per Registry. 1 


1798 


1806 


1810 


1814 


1819 


1821 


1820 


1821 


16882 

8872 


18956 
10163 


19821 
10600 


19862 
11366 


19507 
12805? 


19164 

13024 


20098 
13743 


20312 
14017 


25754 


29119 


S0421 


31128 


32309 


32188 


33841 


34329 



Emanoipatlon of slaves soimetimes taking place, tends, so far 
us it goes, to augment the free population, and to detract from 
the increase of slaves. The number set free is not great; (no 
more than six male slaves and twenty-six females were roanu* 
mitted in the course of one year, 1820;) and the general result^ 
therefore, is not much influenced by this cause. 

Another class of persons remains to be noticed. It cons^ts 
of prize-slaves, or people rescued from illegal slave trade, who 
have been bound to service for a term of years, and are reported 
in the census as apprentices. In 1819} the number was 1,373; 
viz. 961 male and 4,\t female: in 1821, 1,869; vitf.^lSmale 
and 451 female. 

Other apprentices, whether expressly articled as such^ or be- 
coming so by operation of law, are blended with freenien or 
with slaves, under one or the other designation. The master of 
fi ffottentot servant, who is at the charge of bringing up his ver* 
vant% children, is entitled to the service of each child, asan 
itfppreatice, for a definite term ; that is, to a specific age. The 
ifiaster of* a rescued slave, or priae apprentice, willy probably, be 
deemedi in like manner, entitled to the service of the o&pring 
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born and bred tfp irt his family. TfTc whole dass falls then natu- 
rally among free persons of colour. ' 

A questron, not devoid of interest, arises concerning the dis- 
posal of prize-apprentices, on the expiration of the term (14 
years) for which they are bound. They neither can be held in 
fhraldom; with stny semblance of justice, after that term expires; 
nor can they be with safety cast loose, and abandoned to their 
own sole guidance and discretion. Fancy may conjecture a 
middle course as likely to be pursued. Perhaps they may Jbe 
required to bind themfcelves in annual service, but allowed to 
seek masters for themselves, in the first instance-; subject to. be 
treated as vagabonds if they remain out of service or employ- 
ment, and with no visible means of livelihood; and liable, there- 
fore, as the penalty of their vagrancy^ to be articled anewj for a 
limited term, to a master selected by the magistrate. • * ' ' 

' Data ai*e wanting to distinguish the proportion of free persons 
of colour among the Creole population. A conjectural estimate 
may, however, be deduced from the relative numbers among 
householders in Cape Town. The whole of the free population 
of the town, according to the census of 1821, was 9J6l ; enu- 
merated householders were, at the same time, 1,553 ; and among 
these, 160 appear to have been persons of coloiar; Christianand 
Muhammedan. The proportion, therefore, is rather mere than 
a tenth, and would imply nearly a thousand persons for the 
whole niimber resident in Gape Town. Mr. Barrow* reckonecf 
718 in the Cape district, in 1798> when the total of free popula- 
tion in that district was rated at &fi&l. The proportion then 
was little more than a ninth. It certainly is even less in the 
country than it is in the town; and free persons of colour (ex- 
ehislve of Hottentots) are by no naeans numerous throlighoiit the 
coWrfyi iior fast increasihg. 

' The census of the Cape, deduced from returns to the tax* 
office, does not comprise sojourners ; nor the troops in garri^n ; 
rtor crews of ships in harbour; nor those of vessels belonging to 
the port, but voyaging; nor unsettled inhabitants, homeless and 
roaming, as runaway slaves, wandering Hottentots, and servants 
otit of place. 'Without taking these to be numerous, yet added 
to presumed concealment or suppression, in official returns, they 
strengthen the opinion which is -prevalent, that the actual popu- 
lation of South Africa is greater than has been stated. It may 
be safely affihned to exceed 120,000 persons in the present year 
(1«22). 

• Cape Town, which, in I798,t was estimated to contain about 
5,500 mhke inhabitants and free people of colour, and 10,000 
Macks ; and which in 1806, according to the census then taken, 

♦ S. Af. ii. 342. f Barrow's S. Af. ii. 340. 
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dia GORtaan 6,435 uf the one class, and Si9S$ of the otli«r ; U 
now inhabited by nearly ten thousand of each description ; viz. 
iaiSSl, free inhabitants, 9761^ slaves^ apprentices, and Hot- 
tentots, 9fi6l. 

Cape District, including Cape Town and Simon's Town, had a 
popalation of 18,4^^ in 179S; and 23.999 in 1806; according 
to the census taken in tbo^e years respectively. U now contains 
36,487 persons, according to a recent census corrected by tb^. 
registry of ;ilaves« The number of siavx's in the district has not 
increased. It was in 1798, 11,891 • i« 1810, 12,084; in 1821, 
1 1,784. The augmentation has been among the free inhabitants, 
from 6,261 to 12,345 ; nearly doubled in 23 years. 

The more rapid increase is in the eastern division of the 
colony, Graaf Ueynet, which contained 4,262 free inhabitants, 
according to the census of 1798, and 6,786, according to that of 
I8O6 (including the district of Uitenhage). It now contains 
14,081 ; or, with the old and new settlers of Albany, 19»247. 

Emigration from the western districts of South Africa has 
contributed to this quick growth of pop.ulou&ness in the eastern 
division ; and the western districts have nevertheless made great 
advances in the same time towards doubling their numbers, being 
increased from 11,223 in 1798, and 13,508 in I8O6, to 19t969 
in 1821. 

It is needless to pursue a detailed comparison farther. Enough 
has been said to show that the growth is rapid ; and that it is so, 
even apart from immigration. The increase of slaves, witboul 
^cession from abroad, goes to double their number in thirty 
years ; and a yet quicker augmentation is to be looked for, as 
marriage becomes more sanctioned, and promiscuous intercourse 
discountenanced. Hottentots, according to local registers of 
missionary stations, recording births and deaths, multiply at a rate 
which should double their number in twenty-five years. Creoles 
multiply not less rapidly. It would be no very -presumptuous 
stretch of fore-knowledge, to hazard a prospective estimate of 
a much augmented population in South Africa, a few yeani 
hence. 

A curious speculative topic might be proposed, to consider the 
probability of the population in the South African colony be- 
coming ultimately Creole white. At the earliest census which 
has-been published, the free inhabitants (for the most part white) 
were but one-third of the whole number. According to the 
latest census, which has been yet made up, they approach to one- 
half. Would it be too much to e.xpect that the white inhabit- 
ants will continue to multiply faster than the black ; and that 
the tinge in mixed blood will grow continually fairer? From 
moral causes, (or, in another sense, from immoral likewise,) the 



NOTE V,^ ' 350 

i 

offspring is rarely darker tlian ibe female parentf b>ut very ofteki 
fairer. The mixed blood assuredly tends more towards the ivfaile 
than the swarthy hue. In process of time, the same causes, qoi^ 
tinually operating, may have a sensible influence. In any cssi, 
it is devoutly to be hoped, that the population of South Afetca 
will, by and by, exclusively consist of^iree inbabttants, whatev^ 
be their complexion; for the existence of slavery is au evil^ of 
which the removal is to be earnestly desired. 

This reflexion appertains to a different subjecti abrogation of 
alavery and emancipation of slaviBS. 



00 



8 

I 



I- 



■8 



Of 






if 



J 



Ph 



s 



s 



^ r4 <0 















lo I 



s 






• 00 O ''iS 00 

oo 'H o» 






SlSfeSSSSSS 






|5«' 



lllfe' 



^ooo99e«T-ie<.K.o9^ 

9««OOt^0ON$i«06^ 
ri «C Ti 04 rl 



k •»"*-* ^ to 



99 0^ e* 



SSj 



iO »* to t^ 9) 
^ ^ ^ 00 <* .c o> 



) b « CO 4^ 6. 0> ^ C 
> ^ op •« 00 to ^ 00 C 
» *- •« «0 U^ ^-1 «♦ *^ 










■•4- 



•s 



'J3 



I 

.a 






.- ^ 

» o 






pOcoH 

I 

s 

.S 
I 

s 

I 







e 






;:t9 






S3. 






TH 






^ 






o»^ 






^ 






Sr 


;z; 






9 




-^s 


B 


g 


00 _c 


;2 


•5 


-s 


i 


^i 


m 


^ 




«o ^ 










• " 






1 



o 

5 



-a 

•c 
n 

I 

I 



1 

o 

II 

II 

■'I 

u -3 



I 

•a 



.a 



•s 



I 



3roTE»v» ^M 



Shach of the pttigresske State of the Measure far Converting oimI 
Improving the Land Tenure in the Colony. - 

In October^ 1814, there were to be converted 2,206 Ipa^i 
places, of which in September, 1821, 410 bad been converted, 
f^ontaining 970,800, morgen, paying rds. 2i,64d- 2. annual rent. 
Of new land, 680^011 J rooi^en, have been granted,, paying 
rdSj, 34,412. 6. 1. annual rent. The loan property placet are 
permanent property vested in the owners, of which the same 
number always remains at a fixed annual recognition of 24 rds. 
ior each place. Of 15 years' quit-rent leases, 206 remain, of 
which 186 have still different periods unexpired, and 20 haveiu 
different dates expired, from 1792 to 1820, both inclusive ; and 
these remain, notwithstanding, in the possession of the occupiers 
without bavins been renewed. • 
6tJi Septer^, IS2U 



VI. 

WINE.— p. 109. ] 

Caps wine, imported into England, has been notoriously. biul* 
That which is commonly vended at Cape Town is little better. 
Yet the grape, as a fruit, is here excelient, whether fetched from 
the garden or the vineyard. Is South AiVica (or that portioaef 
it in which vineyards have been yet tried) incapable of producing 
good wine? Or is the prevalent bad quality of it to be ascribed 
to ill management? The sweet wine of Constantia, and a f«w 
other favourable specimens of both dry and sweet wines, furnish 
an amwer to the first question ; for, where some good ts.madev . 
more might be so. The climate is not unsuitable. . Its mean 
temperature, its utmost summer heat, its greatest cold, ^are Within 
the limits of the warmer climates of South £ur6pe. It is drf 
and sultry, but not more so than in the southern parts df Spain. 
Soil may be selected, aspects inay be chosen, not unlike: those 
where good vines grow in Europe. The fault, then, must.be in 
the management. But in what stage of it does the defect chie^ 
lie? The greatest part of the wine which has been imported into 
England has positive ill qualities. Among these the mostptonn* 
nent is, an earthy taste ; and nekt to that is, a prevalent dilole 
flavour of muscadei. Perhaps another fault should have been 
put in the foreground— an undisguised taste of brandy. But as 
the cause of this is obvious, it had no place in the problem :to be 
investigated, though it would occupy the chief one iii the eoosi- 
deration of a remedy. The whole topic had been recommended 
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to my attention by more than one person in England, and I had 
otiierwise atoDdatit * indud^ments to enter earnestly upon the. 
inquiry. I louod e^ery one sufiieiently altve to the subject. 
The very low price for which Cape wine had been recently sold 
ifi London, alarmed the merchelnts; tHti reJu^red prteeswhtch 
they offered to the platiters surprised these ; every one was me- 
diately of immediately affected by the sudden fall rn the vald^ of 
^is, the most important article of ^6uth African commerce/ 

AHtt^ion has been made to one- of the causes 'of 'deteriofationf 
dt Cape wine— the injudicious addition of brandy, to i7re;f)are ft for 
ti^nesent use or direct sale. Even the purest alcohol, introduced 
iHf too large a quantity, or more moderately, but too near tb<$ 
time (br using the wine, will comnliunicate an overpwverifng spi* 
rituous taste ; and, if the spirits carry with them any pairticulat* 
esctraYieous flavour, whether acceptable to dram drinkers, or un-^ 
palatable to every one, the particular flavoiir will predominate 
in the mixture, which is no longer wine, but spirits diluted with 
wine. If alcohol is to be at all admitted, or if it must be intro- 
duced, it should be in an earlier stage of the vinous fermentation, 
when the wine is yet ne%v; or the mixture shotild be long kept, 
uotii insensible fermentation, which is constantly proceeding in 
wine of whatever age, shall, have blended the ingredients, and 
mellowed the compound. But this would be beside the pur- 
(kiM^, whteh is, io prepdrt^ tht liquor for immediate use. The 
addition of brandy would be needless, wtere the wine to be afler- 
ytmd^ \aoig kept; prolonged fermentation would have itself suf- 
ficed to develbpe alcohol and strengthen the liquor. 

AtU> tbe prevalence of the muscadel taste in the Cape wines, 
imfiofted into England, it is in like roamier owing to mismanage- 
ment 6f merchants niore than^ of planters/ The grape most ge-> 
nerally and extensively cultivated in the vineyards of South 
Africa, as hardiest and most productive, i& entirely devoid of that 
iavoQr! . it is the groene dru^i or green grape (so cajletl, includ* 
ifig both white- and red van^ies). From this grape a n4ne is 
Mde, which, kept to a third jwar, or for a longer time, has a 
atfBDg body and no bad favour. Prepared for earlier use^ with 
aid of brandy^ it becomes Cape Madeira, > Next in frequency is 
tke*ttm drijfi' or stone grape, white and red, affording a light 
wine; assimilated to Rhenish, and, aS the foregoing, devoid of the 
tiMe in question. Other varieties of the vine, commonly culti* 
vaieedv are the hauuipaut, the laehryma^christi, the pohtac, the 
ftimtigiian, and the. muscadel; both violet and witite* From the 
iast^memioned, sweet and dry wines are' made. The dry wine of 
thoto*' high flavoured' gmpes retains but slightly their peculiar 
<kvcittr« The 'i:especliv^ :swe^ wines poWei^lty* do so; and 
there catf be' little doubt, that sweet muscadel has frequently 
lifen«d«ibedby':ottti'dhahtas to givevfhivO'urio wines; which they 
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deemed kuipid* TV triHb ]9» tbaifc denlolv tt Cape T0ntL have 
considered the wines which they |>urf hat« from plmitert, aot as 
ready-made fiaerchandise,^ut Ail raw materials, to ))e altered and 
fatliioiHid according to their own taste and judgment. Ao tajudi* 
cious tampering with it has deteriorated instead of iroproying the 
commodity. Dealers have made an indiscriminate raixtnreof all 
sorts i>f wine coming into their bands, end completed the prqMk*, 
ration with an overdose of brandy ; or they have added sweel 
wine, or boiled must^ fermented for the purpose, like nuped wine in 
France,* to correct the acespency of too weak a vinous liquor^ 
The addition of sweet wine, rather than, brandy, to an aceseenk 
liquor,. would be well judged, prc^vided one betaken that ddes ool 
introduce a piedominant peculiar tasle. But neither muffCftdel,^ 
nor frontignan, is desirable in wine of so different a chafactef#.ai 
that obtained from the groene and the *tem druyfoeit* It taints 
the mixture, instead of communicating an appropriate charaGt 
ter to it. . > 

The blame has here been imputed to wine merchants ratbeii 
than to planters,, because it is by no means a genen^ practioe 
with these to mix in the fermenting vats grapes of various sorts^ 
Some undoubtedly do so, and they do wrong ; but others carefuUy. 
separate, at their vintage, the different varieties of grape prodocedi 
in their vineyards. - i 

It is fa well known fact, that the individual^ who dealt roosft 
largely in wine for several years after the opening of the liadeo&> 
the present footing of low dqties on it in London, proffered and 
gave to the wine boers one uniform price for all wine which they^ 
furnished him, whatever might be the denomination or qualily*. 
This indiscriminate purchase was followed by as undistinguishings 
sale. A hetertigeneous mixture of divers sorts of wine, dashed un- 
sparingly with brandy, went to market as Cape Madeira* 

This rash proceeding has been attended with very nuschievoa* 
consequenees. The wine boers were encouraged to make ihm 
greatest possible quantity of wine, with entire disregard of ilsi 
quality. They took to irrigating their vineyards^ wherever they* 
have command of water to effect it. The result has been» an 
abundant production of a wenk, insipid, or acidulous winev fromi 
flooded vineyards. These misguided boers purposely induced, 
what elsewhere wine farn^ers earnestly deprecate — a wet season. 
A vineyard is thus brought into the state, to which incessant rain* 
would have reduced it. Both the merchant and the wine boe» 
are now* indeed, awakened to a sense of their error» But the- 
mischief endures, because the boers imagine, that a vineyard, 
once accustomed to be watered, would be unproductive were 
irrigation discontinued. This, probably, is mere prejudice ; and, 

* Yin rop6. At the Cape, wise made of boUed miit^ u afed for the saiiie end. 
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in cc)rrdboratioh4>f8ueh a vie^ of it, f am enalbled to d te th'e ht- 
stance ef a pladter,* who tried irrigation upoii an old vibeytihi 
for two years^ and, findinfg that he m&de bad and sour wine, 
where he before made good, has disused it, and retrieved the 
character of his production, by leaving off that ill-practice, 
i The poorest and worst wine does not now, as then, fetch the 
same pride with that of a better description. But the disparity 
between superior and inferior qualities, between fyn wi/n and 
ttyn ordimxire, is not-so. marked as to furnish a sufficient incentive 
to the planter's utmost exertions for the production of the best 
qoaltty. The lowest price that came to my knowledge was 35 
rix^^llars per legger, one year old ; the highest, short of 100, for 
the same age. The disproportion in value of select and common 
wines is in other wine-making countries very much greater. 

- On the cause of the ground-taste, or earthy flavour, noticed 
as prevalent ip Cape wine, I can offer no decided opinion. But 
as to the reason of its prevalence, in that which is imported iiita 
£n^nd, I entertain no d6ubt. It is, unquestionably, owing to 
tfiemixture of wine by dealers in that article. Instead of re- 
jecting every sample, in which the ground-taste is in any the 
smallest degree perceptible, or reserving such inferior specimens 
ih be disposed of for home consumption of the vulgar, the at- 
tempt has been made to weaken and disguise the ill taste. In 
Ibe result the evil is diffused rather than palliated. I should 
kave confidently ascribed the ground-taste of Cape wines to the 
ill practice of watering vineyards, more particularly those of 
which the soil or subsoil is notably argillaceous, if the same 
earthy taste had not been noticed and complained of, before irri- 
gation was introduced and abused. 

- Mr. Barrowf speaks of it as occasioned by bunches of grapes 
resting on the ground, for want of props or espaliers, and by a 
^ovenly process of making the wine. The latter may not, im- 
probably, be the true cause ; and,'assuredly, good wine is not to be 
made without much care. It is certain, too, that the grape loses 
all its good qualities, if it hang so as to touch the ground.^ But 
it has not occurred to the best writers on the fabrication of wine 
in France, to attribute the ground-taste (k gout du terroirj to 
that circumstance. 

. Upon the whole, I incline to the opinion, that the earthy taste 
of Cape wines is derived from the soil (or under-soil) of vine- 
yards, where this is, as in many places it is, an argillaceous or a 
sandy loa.ra, containing alluvial clay. I know that the taste is 

* Martiiios Smut, of Rlebeek- Kasteel. I was told so on the spot by his bfo- 
t^r> Michael Smat . Both ar^ noted for the good quality of the wine com- 
monly made by them. 

. t Travels in South Africa, ii. 432. (1st ed.) ', 156 and 319. (2d ed.) 

• t Cfaaptali,£88ai8arleVin,294^ 



HOT£ vr. dS5 

pot ui^iyersal ; and I have ol»erved it' in no yrine which cam^ 
from soil deriving its clay directly from decomposed felspar.. 

Irrigation has probably aggravated the evil in alluvial and nia- 
jnured .soil. The sap in a vine watered is not sufficiently elabo- 
rated. Water, drawn up too quickly into the vegetable circula- 
tion» carries with it particles of earth or mould unaltered ; and 
among them, perhaps, portions of clay or of manure, which cop- 
vey an undesirable flavour to the juices of the vine. 

Among various surmises^ regarding the origin of the bad tast6 
of Cape wines» one; remains to be noticed, which should not be 
passed by, as the objection, perhaps, tends to mislead. I allude 
to the practice of burning sulphur matches in vats and casks 
before they are used. So. far from being wfong, as has been sup* 
posed and affirmed, it is at least unexceptional}Ie, if not essen- 
tial, to a right treatment of wine. It is adyised by professed 
writers on wine making,* and the experience of every wine coun- 
try is in its favour. It promotes the deposition of tartar; and, 
rightly managed} communicates no bad taste to wine, and 04 
every account should )]ot be discountenanced. ..." 

. Another surmise concerning the ground tjaste, which has not, 
however, been alleged in respect of Cape wines^ is, that it may be 
owing to weeds. The vineyards of the Cape do not so abounc) 
with plants of spontaneous grpwth, as to render it probable that 
the ground taste can be here owing to that cause. 

It has been made a question, whether the usual situation' of 
vineyards at the Cape of Good Hope, any more than their soil! 
has been rightly chosen. The vines of South Africa are planted 
in valleys, either upon gentle, acclivities^ or on nearly level 
ground. In most wine countries the best vineyards ' are upon th^ 
sides of rather steep bills^ and especially towards the middle of 
the acclivity. Since, the days of Virsil, the open hill has been 
celebrated as the favourite position of the wine-bearing vine. Bui 
it is by no means exclusively the sole position fitted to the pro* 
duction of good wine. A gentle slope, or absolutely even gtoundj 
is in many places the site of far-famed vineyards, for instance, 
Bourdeaux and Lisbon. 

In general, the steep sides of South African mountains are* tod 
barren and destitute of soil, to support vines or any other planta- 
tion. But the glens of hills, wherever there is soil to support 
vegetation, are planted with vineyards, and these are among the 
best in South Africa, for instance, the Paarl, Paerdeberg, Rie^ 
beck Kasteel, and Groeneberg. 

The best soil for a vineyard, according to experience irt other 
countries, appears to be either calcareous or volcanic ground, 
pr else mouldering granite. Strong clayey land is not proper for 
the vine, nor yet a loose sand; but dry, light, stony ground, 

* Clmptal, Boder^ &C* 
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especiktly Calcftr^ous. * Volcanic sbilis kQ6\vn to prodttce good 
wine: Some of the most famed vineyards of Europe are placed 
amidst extinct volcanoes.' Decomposed granite, likewise, fur- 
nishes good soil for vines. The celebrated Herraitagewine js the 
produce of such ground. 

Volcanic soil is nearly unknown to South Africa ; calcareous 
gfound scarcely exists in the older part of the colony. The ex- 
ception here hinted at regards an alluvial calcareous sand-stone, 
to be found in the isthmus of the Cape, and a shell lime-stone, in 
a few spots within the inland mountains. Compact lime-stone 
abounds in the new settled districts^ eastward, where vineyards are 
yet to be planted. 

Mouldering granite is frequent in the older part of the co- 
lony, atid maily ancient approved vineyards are in such ground. 
But in some of the valleys; where vines are planted, the soil 
18 fluviatile, consisting of alluvial clay, resembling silt. The 
mixture of this with sand, in various proportions, constitutes 
k either a sandy or a clayey loam. Both, probably, are ill 
adapted to the vine. 

The practice of manuring vineyards with stable dung, which 
prevails at the Cape, is of questionable advantage. In some of 
the wine countries of Europe the same practice undoubtedly' is 
followed ; but in others all animal manure, including dung, is pro- 
acribed. The use of composts and of calcareous dressings is to 
be jpreferred. The ground-taste of Cape wines is not improbably 
owing to the practice of manuring with horse-dung, as already 
observed. 

The want of vine-props in the vineyards of the Cape has been 
mentioned as an imputed defect, and even as a 'supposed cause 
of the prevalent ground-taste of Cape wines. It is acknowledged 
that the fruit is spoiled (for it rots) if the bunCh touch the 
ground. But the best writers on the management of vineyards 
advise, that the plant should be low, on level, or nearly even 
ground; and it is not uncommonly left to self-support in the 
South of France. A low vine ripens its fruit better than a hidi 
one. The intense heat of reflected sunshine extends to little 
elevation above the earth's surface; and reflected beat much 
exceeds that of the direct rays of the sun. Properly pruned, the 
vine soon acquires strength to uphold its annual shoots; and in 
an old vineyard, the stem is high enough to keep its branches 
' and the fruit upon them from the ground. 

In regard to the process of making wine, which is considered 
to be in general slovenly, as it is now conducted by the boers of 
South Africa, greater care to exclude both rotten and unripe 
grapes, and more attention to keep apart the vintage of distinct 
sorts, than now applied, may be strenuously advbed. But vain 
is the care of the wine boer in this respect, if select wines are to 



be wii$ted, «8.bfr^fim,in. on joe^Bscfual At^pt i^^n^ipnite., 
the ordjDary/wine^f tbe country, or, iisiiiis bi^prialsQ practi^ed^, 
in eking out a few casks of good wine into many indi&xei?t, by, 
mixiog with it other -of inferior quality. Were t^ cobii&9^' wincj; 
of any the most famed country, B^ogundy or Bourdeai^x, sent to 
dista^it markets with 90 discrimination or choice, it would soon 
gain a bad c^a^ctef. The vin du, pajfs^ the vn/n ordinaire f is not', 
fit for foreign export; it c^n bear no distant^transport^and is. 
suited but for common use of. labourers and servants. ., 

Best wi;j» must be selected, and theymust be reserved to their, 
maturity. The want of age is not to be remedied by an aff^^ipa 
of brandy or of rum. Specimens of choice win^, mellowed by^ 
keepings are to be tasted at the bouses of the boers« These strong 
bodied winesVequire three years, at the least, for tlieir m^(.uq^yr> 
But exported Cape wine is at market in X/)iuJon l^efore ^ year, 
and a half elapses from the time of the vintage. . Wine» that is, 
within that period ripe, is unfit for exportation^ for it is too weal^.^ 
to bear so long a set^ voyage as, is that from the Cape to JE^ngUnd;* 
and wine that can si^stain t^^ voyage, is not so early, rip^ thoug^. 
no doubt sooner than that which is retained at home ; for t^e. 
voyage contributes to accelerate the mellowness of wine. Brai^dy 
is no proper remedy in either case. Weak wine should b^^ fQ»> 
taiped for home consumption; strong wine, orwbatifssusceptiblei 
of becoming so, sho^iM be kept till its .mellowness be sufficiently., 
advanced. Either the boer or the ^xerchant n^ust enlarge hi^} 
cellar and augment his capital, to keep wine for at lea^t unQti^^^; 
year: at present the wine*boer clears his cellar^ befpre the new. 
vinta^ comn>enc^. A regnlationfipf .which the policy may;h0, 
doujbted, restricts the inland {import pf wine into Cape To,w<]^ f,(^^ 
a short period preceding the vintage* The object of it is to pre** 
elude the mixture of n<^w wine, with old« Tbp boer is thus par] 
forced to part with his stock to the town merchant, beforje. itl)^^ 
year is expired. The inercbanl; bastjeps. to prepare it with bimly 
or with rum,* for the purpose of shipping it for Eng^pdf with all 
expedition. . His cellar is cleared befor^^ the inland import reQon^-, 
nieiices. The English importer is in np ie«s ht|rry to dispone pf, 
his importation in London. . . , . . , 

A; notjon has been entertained,, that the various wines of ^nropi^ 
may be exactly imitated at the C^peby a si^i table treatment^ orp 
in other words, that any given sort, of any assigned quality, ^^ay; 
be here made. It requii-es,as is thought, but &e introdudjiopof 
the proper grape, with correct information as to the na^re of the 

* Perhaps it will scarcely be creditad, that mm is employed at the Cape in- 
the preparatwn of wine* I should not have hazarded the imputation, had 1 not 
direct testimony tathe fact. Bnm has.jbeen imported at Cape Town, pur- 
posely for this use. 



soil' which tlfit variety of grape affects; and the ctHiselftrent 
coltivation of it in appropriate soil ; and subsequently copying, 
with precision, the process followed where such wine has been 
usually made. The idea has been acted upon ; and means have 
been taken to give it effect. Much benefit may, no doubt, be ex- ' 
pected to arise from the introduction of untried varieties of 
grapes, some of which, upon a well conducted trial of them, may 
libt improbably be found preferable to any of the sorts hitherto 
cultivated in South Africa; and more knowledge of the choice 
of soil, method of culture, and process of wine-maki»ig, cannot 
fkH of leading to improvement; though the precise object, which 
is bought, should not be attained. 

The distinctive character of any particular wine depends upon 
so many circumstances, any one of which being varied occasions 
a difference of result, that hopes of rivalling it by direct imitation, 
cttn hardly be entertained. The Maurillon grape of Burgundy 
is said to have been long since introduced into ^luth Africa, and 
to have been many years cultivated there; but the quality of the' 
ifrape is entirely changed, and it yields a wine in no respect re- 
sembling Burgundy.* 

But without loo)cing to an exact imitation of the choicest wines 
of Europe, or to emulation of their particular excellence, it may 
be affirmed that the climate of South Africa is suited to the vine ; 
and that soil, aspect and position, adapted to vineyards, are to be 
found. A small quantity of good wine is made there, and much 
which is bad. Where some good- wine is produced, itiore, as is 
presumable, might be so, by due care in the fabrication of wine,, 
itod tight management in the culture of the vine ; and what is 
ifOt less essential, proper treatment of wine after it is mdde. Let 
tfood wine be selected ; let it be preserved genuine ; let it be 
kept to its maturity ; and the character of Cape wine may be 
retrieved. 

* The good sense of the merchant and of the planter, a right . 
judgment of their truest interests, which they would best consult 
by so dealing, may produce this result. It would be sanguine to 
ekpeet it, until the example of some one individual, uniting both 
characters, and sending choice wine of his own growth to the 
London market, unmixefd and mellow, shall demonstrate that 
greater gain is to be thus obtained than by any methods of adul- 
t:erftfion. 

> Perhaps some approach to the same result might be expected 
from the rigid execution of the duties of a wine-^ter; ^ere 
this office, which has been some years instituted at the Cape, 
administered with the rigour- requisite to make it. effectual for 

* Chaptai, i. 26^, An essay on Wme-niakiug, written ancl puMUhed fit tfa« 
Cape, asserts the same fact. 
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any good purpose. This would place the wine trade under very 
strict pupilage, as it ha^, been in more than one country of 
Europe. > It is, however, a course not cnngehial jto British feel- 
ings. The cuntroul uf a wine-iasttT is liable to abuse ; and, 
what is almost as bad, to suspicii>n of abuse. Trade la fettered 
by it ; and, after all,, may not be improved. Certainly it has not 
yet been; bettered by the institution of that office, which, hither- 
to, has been but a tax and a burden^ 
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VIII. 

BRANDY.— See p. 169. 

The brandy of the Cape is yet wbrse than the wine. It is, 
without exception, bad ; and its ill taste is indisputably owing to 
a faulty method of making-it; the defects of which are easily 
pointed out, and as easily remedied. That it should be reme- 
died, is very material ; for no mechanical wine-press being em- 
ployed at any vineyard of South Africa, much fermented or un- 
fermented grape-juice is left with the murk* imperfectly pressed, 
no use of which is made beside drawing brandy from it. 

To the murk water is added ; and after sufficient fermentation, 
the whole, liquid with solid, low wine, with husks, stalk and 
seeds, is put into the brandy -kettle y and distilled over an open 
fire. 

The topic of distillation of brandies from lees of wine, and 
from the murk or cake left by the wine-press, has undergone 
such ample discussion and full consideration of chemists and 
professed distillers, in France especially, that it is only necessary 
to refer to their writings.f 

Upon the result of all that has been said, or has been written, 
as deduced from the amplest experience, it seems to be evident, 
that no precaution short of that of straining the wash or low 
wine, and carefully excluding the drained lees and wine'cakcj (the 
toeiti'trester or murk^ putting into the still only a clear vinous 
liquid, can be effectual for obtaining, by distillation, a pure and 
well-tasted spirituous educt : and this method I confidently re- 
commend. 

From ill-fiavoured brandy, pure alcohol, devoid of any ill 
taste, may, indeed, be obtained by rectifying it with due precau- 
tion ; and accordingly no small quantity of Cape brandy is recti- 
fied at a large distillery near Cape Town, and disguised ami sold 
for French brandy, after lowering it to the standard of proof 
spirit, and infusing into it the peculiar flavour of brandy. This 
process of rectification would probably be needless, if the spirit 
were at ihe first distilled from a clear wash or low wine, instead 
of being drawn from moistened and fermented murk, contami- 
nated with the ground taste. 

The only useful purpose of rectifying the spirit might be to 
obtain a less dilute alcohol, to be introduced into wine for 
strengthening of it, if it must be strengthened by such a mix- 
ture. More body would thus be given with a less dose of purer 

• Marc de raiiin\ vfein-tretter ; frn^afo ; Anglic^ murk, 
t Parmentier, Norniand, he, 

B B 2 
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spirit ; and useless introduction of water would be avoided; Bat 
so far are merchants of Cape Town from being aware of this 
benefit, that they actually lower the spirits with water, if over- 
proof, before they put them into wine, as I am assured on au- 
thority of an intelligent chemist who, in vain, sought to dissuade 
them in more than one instance. 



IX. 

FAIRS.— See p. 120. 

The establishment of fairs and periodical markets, recom- 
mended so long ago as in Barrow's Travels,* has not yet taken 
place ; unless in the instance of two annual fairs near the fron- 
tier, for interchange of commodities with the natives of countries 
beyond the limits of the colony. The distinguished author, just 
cited, proposed their institution at Algoa, Saldanha,Plettenberg's 
and Mossel Bays ; and he anticipated, as a consequence of the 
institution of markets, the immediate rise of villages at those 
places. Since he wrote, small towns or villages have been 
founded in the vicinity of three of those bays — George Town, 
near Mossel Bay ; Bathurst, in the neighbourhood of Algoa Bay; 
Uiteuhage, in that of Plettenberg's Bay; besides missionary-sta- 
tions, or Hottentot villages, at Theopolis, &c. 

In place of choosing sea-ports, the scheme may be varied to 
propose the institution of fairs or periodical markets in every 
small town already established, wherever there is a local magis- 
trate, whether landdrost or sub-landdrost, stationed ; or where- 
ever a church has been founded ; (taking this as a criterion of 
competent access and sufficient resort ;) or else wherever a fre- 
quented high-road traverses the place, and affords facility to 
traffic. 

Fairs are no where more wanted than in thinly peopled tracts : 
and public markets, held at appointed times, are essential to the 
prosperity of a country, whether populous or unpopulous. The 
peasant has not, and cannot every where have, a shop at hand, 
to which he may resort for the prompt supply of his wants. Nor 
has he always in his neighbourhood a ready purchaser of his 
.agricultural produce. If he repair to the nearest village, he is 
not assured of finding there for sale the articles which he needs ; 
nor of meeting there with a purchaser for those which he has to 
-dispose of. He is under the necessity, then, of wasting a yet 
greater portion of valuable time, in travelling from distant places 

♦ Vol.ii. 
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. tfille, metropolssy.to seH a load or two of pyoducetr and bring 

. liiiie^jii scanty supply of wrought goods. .Or he must be'cooletit 
to ft)1rego the use of well-wrought goods, and employ, in a clumsy 
doiQ'estic fabrication, industry which would be better directed to. 
raise raw materials of mamifacture ; and consequently he mis- 
applies materials which would be .better exchanged for the. 

. r£di^heid productions of improved machinery and refined skill. 
Tbu^s the African boer, his negro slaves, and his .Hottentot ser- 

..viititiLs,. are clad in sheep-skins, and ill tanned cow-hides, instead 
of bartering them for linen and woollen apparel ; and. thus in re- 

. mote.districts and sequestered places, no agricultural produce is 
mised, or sought to be raised, beyond a provision for immediata 

• i^aDts,aind for direct consumption on the spot. 

; • ••Let* markets be held, from time to time, at places convenient; 
itl cattle-fairs be appointed at fit seasons ; and, no doubt, ven-. 
dejjv-df commodities, suited to the wants of the boers, will resort 
toVthe fairs ; buyers of cattle will frequent the markets ; pea- 
shi^ts' will bring the surplus of their herds and of their flocks, 
a;nd:Mthe produce of fields and gardens, to barter for goods, which 

'they:;fneed, or which they may learn to desire. With facility 
of ^'lippfy,' the consumption of commodities will increase. 
.*' N^-^ants arise with facility of gratifying them, and furnish 
ini^i&ntiyes^r augmented industry. Apprised of a place and 
'ttme;.of\tft^eting, buyers and sellers assemble. Competition in- 
vufeaabiiiiidant supply and equitable prices. 

' v^Jt-be iirfaole country would assume a new face : . merchandise 

t WpuldJbe brought within the peasant's reach, and the produce oC 
hn -fari^ would be taken in return, without waste of his time; 
and' activity, now unknown, would be infused into commerce and. 
a^rkiilture. 



X. 



SETTLERS.—See p. 178. 

\ - WrTHOUT concurring with the author in all that is said on this 
'tiopic,;ti6r in deprecating measures for the promotion of coloni2a- 
-tion at.the Cape, I am inclined to think, that the recent plan of 
seuleihent was not well devised, and that it has not been rightly 
conducted, nor properly executed. It has indeed encountered, 
in a/succession of unfavourable seasons, a most serious obstacle to 
its success. With such disadvantage, the best arranged plan 
could not have prospered. : But had the seasons been ever so fa- 
vourable, the settlers must, as I apprehend, have met disap- 
pointment ; for the scheme of their emigration was grounded on 



974 VOTE X. 

emneow notMM of South Afriea in geaera), and o{ the parikii* 
tor districts to which enigmdon was directed. 
' The early colonists of South Africa sat themselves down on 
lisrtite spots, near springs of water^ encompassed by an extensive 
watte. The wide range which they took, and which was ratified 
by the colonial government, to an extent of nearly five thousand 
acres, allowed to each occupant,* has been thought unnecessary ;t 
and it has been imagined, that colonists might from the first have 
l^en placed much nearer to each other, or, at any rate, that mpiie 
neighbourly colonisation would now foe more successful. 

But the truth is that in a country so arid, and where by far the 
gi^ealtest part of the land is sterile, spots eligible for a first settle* 
roent are unfrequent. A first settler should have water at haitd^ 
soil naturally fertile contiguous, and sufficient pasturage for cattle 
adjacent. In process of time, with an increase of populousness, 
Art comes in aid of nature. Soil less fertile is, by dint of industry^ 
rendered productive. Water is sought beneath the surface, or h 
arrested in its course, and retained above it. Cultivated fodder 
assists natural herbage to support more cattle with less ample 
ffKnge of pasture. The original sketch of settlement is gradually 
filled up by husbandmen settHng nearer to each other than be* 
Ibre ; and, finally, as closea pressure of populousness takes place, 
as improved husbandry may comport. In the older part of the 
ck^ony progress has been made towards filling up the outline. 
The two districts which are nearest to the metropolis of South 
A^ca (viz. the Cape district and Stellenbosch), contain twice 
il9 many free inhabitants as' they did twenty years ago;} and 
there is yet ample room for further growth of populousness in the 
teme ratio, and it appears to be actually in progress. But 
though inhabitants have multiplied, it is not clear that forms are 
much diminished in size. Estates have been in some cases sub- 
([iivided ; and in others, on the contrary, have accumulated by 
purchase ^nd succession, in fewer hands ; and upon the whole, 
the number of land-boers has not increased in exact proportion 
with the populousness of the districts : for husbandry is not ar- 
rived at that point of improvement, in which smaller farms than 
have yet been customary here, may be managed with advantage. 

* Tbt teniuw pf loan places has been rendered convertible into perpetual 
qaitrrent. Four hundred and ten loan places, converted into a perpetual te. 
Dure, and surveyed and assessed accordingly, between 1814 and 1831, con- 
tain, by measurement, 970,800 morgen i the average is 2^363 morgens, equal 
to 4,900 acres nearly. 
• t Barrow's TraveU in Sooth Airioa, ii. 381. (Ist ed,) 

t Froo Inhabitants 1798 1806 ^810 1814 1819 1821 

C»peDistrict(cxcUisiveofJj^g^ ^^,3 ^^^^ ^^^ j^^ 2584 

Lape town^ y 

Stellenbosch (exclusive of *) ' 

Tulbagh, Worce^r, and % ^ — ^ 4361 50S1 5544 
Caledon,) j 



NOTE X4 375 

Tb« new plan of .coionizationv hpirever» proceeded upon thf 
assumption, \hat the emigrants might sit down in close neigti-; 
bourhood to each other. Grants of land, o&red to the settlers 
as the inducement of their expatriation, and earned by them, a^ 
considerable expense attendant on the emigration of themselves 
and their companions, were restricted to a quantity of land, 
which in every other part of this colony would be inadequate to 
the maintenance of the number of persons required to, be re* 
tained on the granted land, as a condition of the grant. .A 
thousand acres of ordinary ground in South Africa, allotted 
in due proportion of arable and pasture, will not suffice for the 
support of ten families, nor for the maintenance of ten adult male 
servants. Taking a most favourable view, and supposing ^lecf 
spots, and prime land, such as is rare within the colony of tN 
Cape of Good Hope, that quantity of ground would barely be suf- 
ficient. But the supposition was inadmissible, for the countrjir 
was not wholly new nor open to the first choice : the best situa* 
tions in it bad been preoccupied. 

It has accordingly happened^ that ten times as many people 
have been conducted to one place as could possibly subsist there« 
Eighty families were led to Clanwilliam to settle, where eigh^ 
would scarcely have 'found scope for their industry. Positions 
were tendered to settlers, as at Zonder^end River, which upon 
inspection were declined, or upon trial relinquished. More than 
three thousand persons* have been settled at Bathurst and in its 
neighbourhood, upon allotments to which that number of person^ 
could not be con6ned and live. Mai>y of the settlers are already 
scattered and dispersed ; they have found service with the older 
colonists, or have fiocked to towns for employment. Th^ 
leaders of emigrant parties have experienced great disiappointr 
ment, severe loss, and galling distress. Their followers have 
shared their sufferings, perhaps^ however, in a less degree. More 
enured to privations, the common labourers have less felt them^ 
or, wanting but scope for labour, have fied from hardships, and 
readily met employment elsewhere. 

The emigrant parties were by no means in general well com- 
posed. Several of them had been assembled from towns, and 
consisted of all descriptions of persons but the right one ; broken 
tradesmen, disappointed artists, and not one husbandman ; not 
an individual accustomed to field. labour, or acquainted with 
ftgricultnral work. Under what strange delusion, or unaccount- 
able misapprehension, those persons emigrated, and were engaged 
to do so, it may be rather difficult to imagine. The one party, as 
it may be conceived, took refuge from present want in any 
change, he knew not what ; or be may have had no serious inten- 

* The number landed at Fort Dizabeth, in Algos Bay, between the mkidfe 
of April and end of Jane, 1820, wu 3,659. 
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f ion of proceeding as a settkr^'to new Jand ; he soagbt bat meaas. 
of conveyance to an established colony, where he purposed to fix. 
The other party, the conductor af the enterprise, must have been 
careless or misguided, when he enlisted such recruits. 

Every exertion has been made by the colonial government to 
extend relief to the settlers : rations of grain, chiefly rice, have 
been issued, and still are so ; seed-grain has been furnished year 
after year, and Jagain is so. Calamity has been alleviated, but has 
pressed sorely, and still does so. ^ 

Too much facility is said to have been afibrded by the local 
magistrates to the rescission of engagements between the emi- 
grants and their leaders. I credit this the more readily, as I know 
that a similar disposition was manifested on another occasion by 
mistaken and ill-judging magistrates in older parts of the colony. 

The emigrants, receiving rations from the government, for which 
ihey considered themselves not beholden to their leaders', and 
beii^ discontented with their situation, whether with or without 
cause, became, at the very outset, refractory and disobedient. 
Their labour was withheld, or ill performed ; and, in place of 
correcting the evil, atid giving redress where redress was due, the 
local magistracy aggravated the evil, by cancelling articles, and 
setting aside enjgagements, upon slight grounds. ' 

• To these causes, — to the distribution of rations ifnmediately 
from government, instead of passing through middle bands, to be 
earned from them by labour, — to the inconsiderate annulment 
of engagements, on flimsy pretences, the early disappointment and 
unpromising condition of the settlers, even before the failure of 
their first harvest, are ascribed by impartial and observing persons, 
xtho then visited the settlement. . The failure of every subse- 
iquent crop, through two successive years, has filled up the mea- 
sure of calamity. 

It may be questioned, whether the country itself is quite so 
favourable for a settlement as supposed by those who advised it. 
The event has brought under notice the degree in which it is 
liable to drought. It has this in common with the rest of the 
^sist'^m part of the colony. The rains are more regular and 
abundant on the west side of South Africa, than on the east. The 
'itiiny wliids are from the west,- coming overcharged with mois- 
ture* from the Atlantic ocean. • The high continuous chain of 
fountains, extending north and south, intercepts that mois- 
ture, whith is condensiid and falls in rain upon their western 
^ides, and t)n' the belt of land which intervenes between that chain 
and the western sea. The eastern side of the high range of 
tnountains rfiore rarely experiences refreshing showers. The south- 
eastern winds, blowing from a coldei: towards a warmer, region, 
are less charged with vapour; and that vapour, is barely con- 
densed and rendered visible, as a mountain mist on the summits 



NOTE X. 377 

of high mountains : it does not descend upon the lower hills and 
valleys. The elevation of the mountainous range declines towards 
the east, and rain accordingly is there rare and precarious. 

The soil, it is said, improves with the decline of elevation. 
Lime-stone is abundant in Albany. Possibly, I might say not 
improbably, the soil and climate of the eastern division of South 
Africa, comprehending Albany and Caffraria, may be found suit- 
able to the culture of the vine. But several years (not fewer 
than five) must elapse before a vineyard can become productive. 
Meantime the planter must subsist, and support his labourers. A 
colony of wine-farmers cannot be established on the sudden. 

Concerning Caffraria, I shall say little. The country is de- 
scribed as beautiful. Clumps of trees are there distributed by 
nature, as in ornamented grounds by art. The scenery is pic- 
turesque — the prospect rich and cheerful — the soil is said to be 
fertile. 

A settlement of this tract, commenced by persons who'have 
migrated from the old colony, and who have the benefit of expe-, 
rience there acquired, is more likely to prosper than a colony of 
strangers from a distant land. Grants have been made to the 
officers of a reduced African corps, and to other persons who had 
claims on the liberality of government : they are not unlikely to 
thrive. 

I would not be understood to dissuade emigration from 
Great Britain to South Africa. Artisans easily find ample em- 
ployment at Cape Town, and are well rewarded there and in the 
country around. Husbandmen obtain ready service with plant- 
ers, and are well paid. The price of labour is high, and likely 
to continue so; and wherever that is the case, a labourer, who is 
disposed to be industrious, may be assured of success; such a 
person may be advised to emigrate to a new country. Persons 
possessing a moderate capital might employ it at the Cape advan- 
tageously. But whether labourer or owner of a capital, an utter 
stranger is not the best pioneer of civilization. He will do right 
to establish himself in an older and settled part of the colony, and 
let the persons whom he displaces migrate to newer lands. An 
European, emigrating afresh to South Africa, should take up an 
old employment, analogous to that to which he is used, and leave 
it to one who has acquired experience there, to explore and open 
new regions. 

The only obstacle to the success of the English emigrant is, the 
want of sobriety, which is too common a fault among labourers 
and artisans. The cheapness of wine and of brandy is to many 
an irresistible temptation, and they become drunken and idle ; 
while the sober Malay or negro labours with more diligence, 
whether he be in freedom or in slavery, than the sottish free-born 
Englishman. 

FIVIS. 
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